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To the right worlhipfuU Sir Owen 

Hopton knight, hir Maiefties Lieutenant in 
hir tower of London, George Gafcoigne 

Ef quire, wijbetb long life and profperitie 

to the pleafure of Almigh- 

tie God. 

JIR, I am both by alliance your poore Kinfman, by fundrie 
great curtefies your debter, & by your exceeding tra- 
uayles taken in my behalfe, I am become yours bounden 
and aflured. So that it fhali bee my part with full 
indeuour fo to employ my time as I may either couteruaile or deferue 
fome part of your bountifull dealings. And bicaufe I find mine 
eftate, prefcntly, not able any other way to prefent you, I am bold to 
dedicate this my trauaile vnto your name. Nothing doubting but 
you fhal therein find fome caufe of contentation : and afluring you 
that I will nor make this my laft harueft wherof you fhall reape the 
fruites. In meane time I befech you to take this in good part, and 
to make full account that I am, this xxvi of Aprill, 1575, and euer 
will continue, 

Readie at your commaundement. 

G, Gafcoigne.^ 

' This dedication was wanting in ten copies out of eleven, which I have examined, 
or have had examined for me. Having found, however, that it was in Herbert's copy, 
and feeling furc that it muft be recoverable, 1 applied to Mr. S. Chrillic- Miller, and 
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The names of the A£tors. 



Phylopas anH 
Philocalus 


} Ctoo parentia; fteing nigfi nep 


Gnomaticus 


a ^cboolemaaer. 


Phylautus 
Phylomufus 


} ^Onneg to Phylopaes. 


Phylofarchus 
Phylotimus 


} ^onneia; to Phyiocaius. 


Seuerus 


tl)e d^ariigtaue. 


Eccho 


tf)t IParafgte. 


Lamia 


m harlot 


Pandarina 


3unt to Lamia. 


Dick Drumme 


tfie IRopaer* 


Nuntij 


ttoo ^tStmetg. 


Onaticus 


fetuant to tj)z ^cl)oolemafier 


Fidus 


teruant to Phylopaes. 


Ambidexter 


fetuant to Phyiocaius. 


Chorus 


four graue TBnx^m. 
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T^e Argument. 




■wo riche Citizens of Andwerpe (beeing nighe neigh- 
boures, & hauing eche of them two fonnes of like age) 
do place them togither with one godly teacher. The 
fcholemafter doth briefly inftruft them their duetie to- 
wardes God, their Prince, their Parents, their cuntrie, and all magis- 
trates in the fame. The eldeft being yong men of quicke capacitie, 
do (Parrotte like) very quickly learne the rules without booke : the 
yonger beeing fomewhat more dull of vnderftanding, do yet engraue 
the fame within their memories. The elder, by allurement of Para- 
fites and lewde company, beginne to incline themfelues to concu- 
pifcence. The parents, to preuent it, fende them all togither to the 
Vniuerfitie of Dowaye ; whereas the yonger in (hort Ipace be (by 
painefull ftudie, preferred, that one to be Secretarie vnto the Palfe- 
graucy that other becommeth a famous preacher in Geneua. The 
eldeft, turning to their vomit, take their cariage with them, and 
trauaile the worlde. That one is apprehended and executed for a 
robbery (euen in fight of his brother) in the Palfgraues courte : that 
other whipped and baniflied Geneua for fornication : notwithftanding 
the earneft fute of his brother for his pardon. 

The whole Comedie a figure of the rewardes and 
punijhmentes of vertues and vices. 
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T'he Prologue. 




HAT man hath minde to heare a merry e left. 
Or feekes to feede his eye with vayne dehght : 
That man is much vnmeete to be a gueft 
At fuch a feafte as I prepare this night. 
Who lift laye out fome pence in fuch a Marte, 
Bellfauage fayre were fitteft for his purfe, 
I lyft not fo to mift)eftowe mine arte, 
I haue beft wares, what neede I then ftiewe woorfe ? 
An Enterlude may make you laugh your fill ; 
Italian toyes are full of pleafaunt fporte ; 
Playne fpeache to vfe, if wanton be your wyll. 
You may be gone, wyde open ftandes the porte. 
But if you can contented be to heare. 
In true difcourfe howe hygh the vertuous clymc, 
Howe low they fall which lyue withouten feare 
Of God or man, and much mifpende theyr tyme : 
What ryght rewardes a truftie feruaunt earnes. 
What fubtile fnares thefe Sycophantes can vfe, 
Howe foone the wife fuch crooked guyles difcernes. 
Then ftay a whyle : gyue eare vnto my Mufc. 
A Comedie I meane for to prefent. 
No 'Terence phrafe : his ryme and myne are twaine : 
The verfe that pleafde a Romaine rafhe intent 
Myght well offend the godly Preachers vayne. 
Deformed fhewes were then efteemed muche. 
Reformed fpeeche doth now become vs beft. 
Mens wordes mufte weye and tryed be by touche 
Of Gods owne worde, wherein the truth doth reft. 
Content you then, my Lordes, with good intent, 
Graue Citizens, you people greate and fmall. 
To fee your felues in GlafTe of Gouernement : 
Beholde rafhe youth, which daungeroufly doth fall 
On craggy rockes of fbrrowes nothing fofte. 
When fober wittes.by Vertue clymes alofte. 
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This worke is compiled vpon thefe fentences 
following, fet downe by mee C. B. 

Feare God, for he is iuft. 
Loue God, for hee is mercifull. 
Trufte in God, for he is faythfulL 

( Obey the King, for his aucfthoritie is from aboue. 

! Honor the King, for he is in earth the liuetenant of the mofte 

I hygh God. 

[ Loue the King, for he is thy protedor. 

' Aduenture thy life in defence and honor of thy cuntrie, for 

the quarrell is good. 
Be not vnthankfuU to the foyle that hath nuriftied thee, for 

it is a damnable thing. 
Studie to profite the common wealth, for it is commendable 
with God and man. 

^Reuerence the minifter of God, for his office fake. 
Loue the minifter that preacheth the Gofpell, for it is the 

power of God to faue thee. 
Speake good of the minifter, for the Gofpelles fake. 

Thinke wel of the magiftrates, for it pleafeth God wel. 

Be not difobedient to the magiftrates, for they are the eies of 

the King. 
Loue the magiftrates, for they are the bones & (inowes of the 

Common wealth. 
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Sentences. 

Giue place to thine elder, for it is thy prayfe. 

Let not a gray head pafle by thee without a falutation. 

Take counfell of an elder, for his experience fake. 

Be holie, for thou art the Temple of God. 
It is an horrible finne to pollute Gods Temple. 
The buyers and fellers were driuen out of the Temple with 
violence. 



In Comoediam Gafcoigni, 
carmen B. C. 



H^c noua, non vetus eft^ Angli comcedia Vatis 
Chriftus adeJijfanStos nil nifiJanSta decent. 

Gracia vaniloquos genuit^ ^^r?5^» Poetas^ 
Fix qui Jyncer^Jcriberet vnus erat. 

Id vereor nojiro ne pqffit dicier auo^ 

Vana precor valeant^ vera precor placeant. 

^ Barker If yey//ff= 
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The Glafle of Gouernement. 











•'^ii^iMiS 


s^» 



AEius primi Selena prima. 

Phylopaes and Phylocalvs Parentes, Fidvs feruaunt to 
Philopaes. They come in talkinge. 

Phylopas. 

URELY, FhylocaluSy I thinke my felfe indebted vnto 
you for this freendly difcourfe, and I do not onely 
agree with you in opinion, but I moft earneftly defire, 
that wee may with one afTente deuife which way the 
fame may be put in executio, for I delight in your 
louing neighbourhood, and I take Angular comfort in your graue 
aduife. 

Phylocalus. It were not reafon, PhyhpaSy that hauing fo many 
yeares contineued fo neare neighboures, hauing traffiqued (in maner) 
one felfe fame trade, hauing fufteyned like aduentures, and being 
bleiled with like fuccefles, we fhould now in the ende of our time 
become any lefle then entiere frendes : and as it is the nature and 
propertie of frendfhippe to feeke alwaies for perpetuity, fo let vs 
ieeke to bring vp our Children in fuch mutuall focietie in their youth, 
that in age they may no lefle delight in theyr former felowfliip, then 
wee theyr parentes haue taken comfort in our continuall cohabitation. 
It hath pleafed Almighty God to blefle vs both with competent 
wealth, and though we haue atteyned therevnto by continuall payns 
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8 The Glaffe of 

and trauayle, rifing (as it were) from meane eftate vnto dignity, yet 
doe I thinke that it were not amifle to bring vp our children with 
fuch education as they may excell in knowledge of liberall fciences, 
for if we being vnlearned haue by induftrie heaped vp fufficient ftore, 
not only to ferue our owne vfe, but further to prouide for our pos- 
terity, then may they by learning afpire vnto greater promotion, and 
builde greater matters vppon a better foundation. Neither yet would 
I haue you conceiue hereby that I am ambicious. But if I be not 
deceyued, Al dejire of promotion {by vertue) is godly and Lawfull, 
where as ambition is commonly neftled in the breftes of the enuious. 

Phylofas. I am of your opinion, Phylocalus ; and fince we haue 
ech of vs two Sonnes of equall age and ftature, I would we could be 
fo happie as to finde fome honeft and careful! fchoolemaifter, who 
might enftrud them togither : I fay honeft, becaufe in the houfe of 
the vertuous there is feldome any vice permitted ; and carefull, be- 
caufe the care of the teacher is of no lefTe confideration then his fkill : 
the do I wifti him both honeft and carefull, becaufe the coniunftion 
of two fuch qualities may both caufe the accompliftiment of his dutic, 
& the contentations of our defires. Our eldeft Sonnes are neare the 
age of xxi. yeares, & our younger Sonnes not much more then one 
yeare bchinde them. So that as they haue hitherto bene thought 
toward enough at fuch common fchooles as (hey haue frequented, 
and therefore wil ftiortly be ready for the vniuerfity, yet would I 
thinke conuenient that they fpent fome time together, with fome 
fuch honeft and careful Schoolemaifter, who might before theyr de- 
parture lay a fure foudation to their vnderftanding. 

Fidus. Although it becommeth not a feruaunt to come vnto his 
mafters counfell before he be called, yet for that I am no way 
ignoraunt of your tender cares, which both of you haue alwaies had 
ouer your children, and alfo for that I do now perceiue the con- 
tinuaunce of the fame by this ^our fatherly conference, I prefume to 
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Gouernement. 9 

Fidus. Sir, his name is GnomaticuSy he dwelleth in Saint Antlines, 
a man famous for his learning, of woonderfull temperance, and highly 
eftcemed for the diligence and carefull payne which he taketh with his 
Schollers. 

Fhylopas. Then can he not be long without entertainment, fince 
now a dayes the good wyne needeth none luye garland, and more 
parentes there are that lacke fuch Schoolemaifters for their children 
then there are to be founde fuch Schoolemayfters which feeke and 
lacke entertainment. 

Fidus. Sir, you haue reafon ; and therefore (if I were worthy to 
counfell you) I would entertain him with fpeed, fince he came but 
this other day from the Lord of Earlemontes houfe, whofe children he 
hath in fmall time made excellent Schollers, and now hath difpatched 
them to the Uniuerfitie of Doway. 

Phylocalus. Doeft thou know him, Fidus ? or canft thou tell 
where to finde him ? 

Fidus. Yea, Sir ; and if it fo pleafe my Maifter and you, I doubt 
not but to bring him hyther immediately. 

Phylocalus. Surely, PhylopaSy you (hall doe well to fend for him. 

Phylopas. There is no man more defirous then I, and fince it fo 
lyketh you, I am redy to difpatch it; go thy waies, FiduSy and tell 
Maifter Gnomaticus that my neighbour Phylocalus and I defire to 
fpeake with him, and make as much haft as thou canft. 

Fidus. It fhalbe done, Sir. [Fidus departeth. 

Phylopas. I am not the worft furniftied of a feruaunt with this 
good fellow; for though his capacity be not great, yet do I finde 
him truftie, and towardes my chUdren he is both louing and carefull. 

Philocalus. Then haue you a iewell of him, for I haue one in 
whom I finde contrary conditions ; I am feldome out of the dores but 
at my retume I finde him playing with my Sonnes at fome vain 
paftimes. 
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10 The Glajfe of 

quickely ? It is, and he bringeth with him a graue perfonage. I 
hope hee hath found Gnomaticus by the waye. 

[Fidus commeth in with Gnomaticus and hisferuant. 

AEius primly Scena fecunda. 

FiDvs, PhylOpaes, Phylocalvs, Gnomaticvs, and 
Onaticvs, his Seruaunt. 

Fidus. 

SIR, it is to be thought that Almighty God doth loue you, and 
meaneth to helpc your holly defire in the good education of your 
children, for it was my chaunce to meete Mdfter Gnomaticus by the 
way, who was going towardes the Bowrce to harken of entertaine- 
ment, and it is not like that he ftiould haue returned from thence 
vnplaced, wherfore I would wifti that you let not flippe this happie 
occafion. [They adrejfe their talke to the Schoolemaifier. 

Phylopas. Sir, we haue ben fo bolde as to fend this bearer for 
you ; the caufe hath proceeded of an earned defire which this worthy 
man my neighbour and I haue to fee our children placed with a 
vertuous enftrufter, and hearing great fame afwell of your integritie, 
as alfb of the diligence you haue vfed with the Lord of Barlemontes 
Children, we are defirous to entreate you that you will take the like 
paines with ours, all which (halbe recompenfed according to our own 
demaund : For as there is no iewell fo deare vnto man as the oflfepring 
wherewith it pleafeth God to bleflc him, fo is there no money fo well 
fpent as that which is giuen to a good Schoolemaifter. 

Phylocalus. You mal vnderftand, fir, that my neighbour here 
and I haue foure Sonnes, of equall age and ftature, the eldeft exceedeth 
not twenty yeares, and the youngeft is about nineteene yearcs oldc ; 
they haue ben already entred in grammer at fuch fchooles as we haue 
heere in the City, and if we be not abufed by reportes, they haue 
ftiewed themfelues forward enough to take enftrudions: lo that 
we are partely perfwaded to fend them vnto fome vniuerfity, and 
mine opinion is (as I lately declared vnto my neighbour here) that 
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Gouernement. 1 1 

we fhould do very wel yet to retain them a while longer, vntill they 
may be perfeftly enftrufted by fome godly teacher the fumme of 
their duty firft towardes God, then to their Prince, next to their 
parents, and confequently afwell towardes the benefite of their coun- 
trey, as alfo how to behaue themfelues to all magiftrates and officers 
in the fame. In conclufion wherof they may alfo learne what they 
are of themfelues, and how they may be moft acceptable both to God 
and man, and for that we haue hard very good report of your fkill 
and alfo of your zeale, we thought good to require that (if you be 
not otherwife already entertained) you would take fome paynes to 
enftrufte them in thefe pointes, and the fame fhalbe recompenfed and 
deferued by meafure of your owne contentation, as my neighbour 
Phylopas hath before protered. 

Gnomaticus. Worthy Gentlemen, I yeelde you mofte humble 
thankes for your curteous profers, and I render infinite thankes vnto 
almighty God that my name hath ben fo reported vnto you ; truly I 
would be lothe to deferue any lefle then the name of a faithful and 
diligent teacher, fo farre forth as it hath pleafed GOD to endue me 
with knowledge. Touching your proflFer and requeft, I do moft wil- 
lingly embrace the fame, confefling euen fimply that it was mine 
errand to feeke fuch entertainement, hauing c^ late difpatched out of 
my handes the fonnes of the Lord of Barkmont towardes the Uni- 
uerfitie of Doway ; and if the touch of your zeale be not contrary to 
the fame which is fpred of your eftates, I (hall thinke my felfe wel 
occupied, in teaching or reading to the children of fuch worthy men 
as you are. 

Phylopas. Well then, fir, we will be bold to fend for the young- 
men, to the end that no time be loft or deferred in beftowingor them. 
FiduSy go your waies to our houfes, and bring hether our Sonnes. 

Fidus. Mofte willingly, fir, I (hal accomplifti your commaunde- 
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12 The G lap of 

ABus primiy Sccena tertia. 

Phylopaes, Phylocalvs, Gnomaticvs, Phylavtvs, Phylomvsvs, 
Phylosarcvs, Phylotimvs, Fidvs, and Onaticvs. 

Phylop^s. 

IT fhall nowe bee our partes to vnderftand what ftipend may content 
you for your paines. 

Gnomaticus. Sir, in that refpefte take you no care, but let me 
pray vnto almighty God, that he giue me grace fo to enftruft your 
children, as you may hereafter take comfort in my trauayle; that 
done, I can no wayes doubt of your beneuolence, fithens your inward 
defire doth already manyfeftly appeare : and furthermore, I would be 
lothe to make bargaines in this refpeft, as men do at the market or 
in other places, for grafing of Oxen or feeding of Cattle, efpecially 
fince I haue to deale with fuch worthy perfonages as you feeme and 
are reported to be. 

Phylocalus. Well, yet. Sir, we would be glad to recompence you 
according to your owne demaund, but in token of our ready will to 
pleafe you, we (hall defire you to take at my handes thefe twenty 
angels as an earneft or pledge of our further meaninge, & as I am the 
firft that prefume to open my purfe in this occafion, fo I befeech the 
Father of Heauen that I may not be the laft which may reioyce to 
fee his children profper : thou knoweft (O Lord) I meane not hereby 
my neighbours detriment, but, alas I the (hadow of a mans felfe is 
euer neareft to him, and as I defire to be the firft that may heare of 
their well doinge, fb yet if they hearken not diligently vnto your en- 
ftruftion, but obftinately reieft your precepts, then I defire you, and 
on Gods behalfe I charge you, that I may yet be the firft that fhall 
thereof be aduertifed : but behold where they come, thefe two (I 
thanke the Father of Heauen), are the tokens of his mercifull blefling 
towardes me ; the Eldeft is named PhylqfarchuSy and this younger 
Phylotimus. 

Phylapas. And thefe too, fir, are mine onely children, and God 
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Gouernement. 1 3 

for his mercy graunt that they may be mine onely comfort ; the 
Eldeft is called PhylautuSy and the younger Phylomu/us. 

Phylautus. Sir, according to your commaundement exprefled by 
FiduSy I am come hither to know your pleafure, and haue by warrant 
of the fame comiflion brought with me my Brother Phylomu/us. 

Phylofarchus. And I in like maner. Sir, haue brought with me 
my Brother PhylotimuSy defiring to knowe your pleafure, and being 
ready to obey your commaundement. 

Gnomaticus. Surely thefe young men giue none euill hope of their 
towardnes, and declare by their feemely gefture and modeft boldnefle 
to be both of good capacitie, and to haue bene well enftrucfted hytherto 
in humanity. [The Fathers adrejfe their talke to their children, 

Phylocalus. The caufe that we haue fent for you is to committe 
you vnto the gouernement of this godly man, whom we haue en- 
treated to take paynes with you and to enftruft you in fome princi- 
pall poyntes of neceflary doArine, to the ende that after you haue 
ripely digefted the fame, you may be the more able to go boldely 
into fome Uniuerfity, and I for my part do here commit you vnto 
him, charging you in Gods name (and by the authority which he hath 
giuen mee ouer you,) to hearken vnto him wyth all attentiuenefle, and 
to obey him with all humillity. 

Phylopas. The fame charge that my neighbour Phylocalus hath 
here giuen to his childre, the fame I do pronounce vnto you, and 
furthermore do charge you that you become gentle and curteoufe to 
each other, humble to your betters, and affable to your inferiours in 
all refpedes. 

Phylautus. Sir, I truft we ftiall deferue your fatherly fauour. 

Phylo/archus. And I truft to deferue the continuance of your 
goodneile. 

Phylotus fcf Phylomu/us. We hope alfo to immitate the good in 
all moral examples of vertuous behauioun 

Phylopas. The Father of Heauen blefle you with the blefling 
which it pleafed him to pronounce vnto Abraham^ l/aac^ and lacob. 

Phylocalus. Amen, and now let vs depart, leauing here in your 
cuftody the choyce lambes of our flocke; defend them then (for 
Gods loue) from the rauening and raging luftes of the flefli, and 
vanities of the world. 
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14 T^he Glajfe of 

Gnomaticus. Sir, by Gods power I fliall do my bcft diligence. 

Fidus. My louely Gendemen, GOD guide you by his grace, and 
though I be fomwhat remoued from your dayly company, yet fpare 
not to commaund my feruice, if at any time it may ftand you in 
fteede to vfe it. 

Phylotus. Gramercy, gentle Fidus. 



A&us primi^ Scena quarta. 

Gnomaticvs, Phylavtvs, Phylosarcvs, Phylomvsvs, 
Phylotimvs, and Onaticvs. 

Gnomaticus. 

MY dearely beloued fchollers, fince it hath pleafed your Parentes 
(as you haue heard) to put mee in truft with you for a time, 
it fhall not be amifle before I enter further in enftrudtion, to knowe 
how farre you haue already proceeded in learning, that therevpon I 
may the better determine what trade or Methode (halbe moft con- 
uenient to vfe in teaching of you : tell me, therefore, what you haue 
redde, and in what maner the fame hath bene deliuered vnto you ? 

Phylautus. Sir, my Brother here and I haue bene taught firft 
the rules of the grammer, after that wee had read vnto vs the familiar 
comunications called the Colloquia of ErafmuSy and next to that the 
offices of Ciceroy that was our laft exercife. 

Gnomaticus. It hath bene wel done, & haue you not alfo ben 
taught to verfify ? 

Phylautus. Yes truly, fir, we haue therein bene (in maner) dayly 
enftrufted. 

Gnomaticus. And you, Phylojarchus : how haue you pafled your 
time ? 

Phylo/archus. Sir, my Brother and I haue alfo bene taught our 
grammer and to make a verfe, we haue redde certaine Comedies of 
Terence y certaine Epiftles of 2«//k, and fome parte of Virgill\ we 
were alfo entred into our greeke grammer. 
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Gnomaticus. Surely it feemeth you haue not hytherto loft your 
time, and the order of your enftruftion hath bene fuch, that you 
might prefently be able to take further proceedinges in an Uniuerfity, 
fo that it (hould be (vnto me) but labour loft to ftand ftill vpon thofe 
pointes, fince it feemeth that you haue bin therein perfeAly grounded : 
neuerthelefle wee will continue the exercife of the fame, and wee will 
therevnto ioyne fuch holefbme preceptes, as may become a rule and 
Square, wherby the reft ot your lyfe and aftions may be guyded. 
For although Tully in his booke of dewtyes doth teach fundry vcr- 
tuoufe preceptes, and out of Terence may alfo be gathered many 
morall enftrudtions amongft the reft of his wanton difcourfes, yet the 
true chriftian muft direct his fteppes by the infallible rule of Gods 
word, from whence as from the hedde fpring he is to drawe the 
whole courfe of his lyfe. I would not haue you thinke hereby that 
I do holde in contempt the bookes which you haue redde heretofore, 
but wee will (by Gods grace) take in aftiftance fuch and fo many of 
them as may feeme confonaht to the holy fcriptures, and fo ioyning 
the one with the other, we ftialbe the better able to bring our worke 
vnto f)erfeftio. Sirha, go you to my lodging, & caufe (in the meane hc fpeak- 
tyme) both bedding and dyet to be prouided for thefe young men, «th tohu 
that I may fee them vfed according to my charge in euery refpedt. *™ '* 

Onaticus. Well, Sir, it ftialbe done with dilligence. 

Gnomaticus. Now let vs in the holy name of God begin, and he 
for his mercy geue me grace to vtter, and you to difgeft fuch hole- 
fbme leflbns as may be for the faluatio of your foules, the comfort of 
your lyfe, and the profitte of your Countrey. 

You fliall well vnderftand, my well beloued fchollers, that as God 
IS the author of all goodnefte, fo is it requiftte that in all traditions 
and Morall preceptes we begin firfte to confider of him, to regard 
his maieftie, and fearch the foueraigne poyntes of his Godhead. The 
Heathen Philofophers (although they had not the light to vnderftand 
perfeft trueth) were yet all of them aftonyed at the incomprehenfible 
maiefty and power of God ; fome of them thought the ayre to be God, 
fome other the earth, fome the infinitenefle of things, fome one thing, 
(bme another, whofe opinions I ftiall pafle ouer as thinges vnmeete to 
be much thought of ; but, by the way, the opinion of Plato is not 
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vnworthy here to bee recited vnto you, who taught plainely that god 
was omnipotent, by whom the world was made, and al thinges therein 
created and brought vnto fuch perfedion as they be in. Xenophon 
affirmed that the true God was inuifible, and that therefore we ought 
not enquire what or what maner of thing God is. Arifto the 
Stoicke affirmed lykewyfe that God was incomprehenfible. To con- 
clude, Simonides being demaunded what God was, required one dayes 
refpet to anfwer, and then being again demaunded the fame queftion, 
he required two dayes refpet; at the third apointment of his 
anfwere, he came & required three dayes; and being demaunded 
wherefore he did (o breake his apointments, and require alwayes 
further time, he aunfwered, that the more deepely that he did con- 
fider the matter, the more infinite he found it, and therefore remained 
alwaies aftonyed what to anfwere, and always craued further time. 
Truly to leaue y* heathen opinions and to come vnto the very touche- 
ilone, I thinke it not amifTe if we content our felues to thinke that 
God is omnipotent, and yet his power vnfearchable, and his goodnes 
vnfpeakable. And to be briefe, I wil deliuer vnto you the fumme of 
your dutyes in foure Chapters : the firft chapiter fhalbe of God and 
his minifters, the fecond of the King and his Officers, the third fhall 
conteyne the duties that you owe vnto your Countrey and the Elders 
thereof, and laftly you fhalbe put in remembraunce of your dutyes 
towardes your Parentes, and what you ought to be of your felues. In 
thefe foure chapters I truft (by Gods help) to enclude as much as 
fhalbe necefTary for the perfedt goucrnment of a true Chriltian. 

Phylomus. Sir, wee befeech you that for as much as this order of 
teaching is both very compendious, & alfo much different from the 
leftures which haue bene redde vnto vs, you will therefore vouchfafe 
to fland fomwhat the more vppon euery point, to the end that afwell 
your meaning may be perfpicuous, as alfo that we may the better 
beare away the fame, and not onely learne it without the booke^ but 
alfo engraue it in our mindes. 

Gnomaticus. Your requefl is reafonable, and it fhalbe by mee as 



Digitized by 



Google 



Gouernement. 1 7 

tion I commend vnto your memory, firft God himfelfe, and feconda- 
rily his miniftcrs. As touching your duties vnto God him felf, al- 
though they be infinite, yet (hall we fufficiently conteine them in 
three efpeciall poynts to be perfourmed ; that is to fay, FearCy Loucy 
& Truft. And firft, to begin with feare, it (haibe neceflary and 
aboue all thinges your bounden duty to feare God and his omni- 
poten power. LinuSy that auncient Poet, wryteth, that with God all 
thinges are eafie to be accompliflied, and nothing is vnpoffible. T'ully 
in his Oration Pro Rqfcio amerinOy faith that the commodityes which 
wee vfe, the light which we enioy, and the breath which we haue and 
drawe, are giuen and beftowed vppon vs by God : then if with God 
all thinges be poflible (according to Linus) he is to be feared, fithens 
the leaft part of his difpleafure being prouoked, the greateft part of 
his will is to him right eafie to accomplifti : and if we haue our light, 
our lyfe, and all commodities of his gift (as Cicero affirmeth), then is 
hee to be feared, leaft with the facillity of his omnipotency he take 
away as faft as he gaue, or turne light into darknes, life into 
death, and cdmodities into difcomodities. I might recite you many 
heathen authorities, but it is moft needlefle, fince y* very word of 
God himfelf is moft plaine in this behalfe, and yet I haue here fet 
downe thefe fewe, becaufe they are not repugnant to holy Scriptures. 
Wee finde written in the xx. chapter of ExoduSy that God is a Jelous 
God, and doth vifit the finnes of the Fathers vppon the children vnto 
the third and fourth generation. Feare him theUy for be is moft 
mightie. Againe, who ftiall defend me, faith the Pfalmift, vntill 
thine anger be paft ? Feare God then, fince againft his power no 
defence preuayleth. Again, both the heauens and the earth obay the 
voice of his mouth. Feare him thetiy for al thinges are fubieSt vnto 
his mighty power. 

And yet with this feare you muft alfo ioyne loue, for it is not 
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(inner fhould turne from his wickednes and Hue. Tullyy in his 
fecond booke de legibuSy faith that God being Lord of al things doth 
deferue beft of makind, bicaufe he beholdeth what euery man is, and 
with what deuotion he worfhippeth the Gods, and keepeth an accompt 
afwell of the good as the badde ; whereby appeareth that the heathen 
confefled yet that the Gods were to be loued, bycaufe they cared for 
mankind, and truly that opinion is neither cotrary to Gods word, nor 
diflbnant to naturall reafon. For wee fee by common experience that 
we loue them beft of whom we are moft fauoured, & haue receiued 
greateft benefits. I meane hereby thofe that rule their doinges by 
reafon, for otherwyfe wee fee dayly wicked men, which (forgetting 
their duty) do leaft loue wher they haue moft caufe. When I my 
felfe was a fchoUer in the Uniuerfity, I remember that I did often 
tymes defend in Schooles this propofition : Ingratitudo {tarn ver/us 
Decs immortaks quam apud homines) peccatum maximum. Ingratitude 
is the greateft faulte that may be, either towards god or man. Let 
vs cofider the goodnes of almighty God, who firft created vs to his 
owne Image and fimilitude, indued vs with reafon and knowledge, 
preferued vs from innumerable perilles, and prouided thinges necef- 
fary for our fuftentation ; and to confider more inwardly the exceeding 
loue which he bare towardes mankinde, he fpared not his onely be- 
gotten Sonne, but gaue him (euen vnto the death of the erode) for 
our redemption. Oh, what minde were able to conceaue, or what 
tongue able to vtter the loue and goodnes of almighty God towardes 
mankinde ? And fince his loue towardes vs hath bene and yet doth 
continue infinite, our loue fhould alfo be infinite, to render him 
thanks for his goodnes. But though the caufes be infinite which 
might bind vs to loue GOD, yet is there no caufe greater then the 
manifolde mercyes which he hath fhewed alwayes to mankind. In 
the firft age when iniquity kindled his wrath to deftroy the whole 
world, he yet vouchfafed to preferue Noe and his family. Loue him 
then^ fince he preferueth the good, though it be but for his mercyes 
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of the Fathers vppon the children, vnto the third and fourth genera- 
tion, yet therwithal he addeth, that he Iheweth mercy vnto thoufandes 
in them that loue him and keepe his commaundementes. Loue him 
theriy fince his mercy is ouer all his works. To conclude, when his 
vnfearchable Maieftie by his diuine forefight did perceyue, that by 
the very fentence of the Lawe we ftoode all in ftate of condemnation, 
he fent down his owne and only Sonne, to be flaundered, buffeted, 
and crucified for our finnes, to the ende that all which beleeue in him 
fhould not perifti, but haue life euerlafting. Loue God then^ fince 
mercy is aboundant with him, and he ftiall redeeme IJraell from all 
his iniquities. 

And heere vnto this feare and loue you muft ioyne a fure truft and Tmft in 
confidence. The promifes of mortall men are often times vncertaine, ^^• 
and do fayle, but the promifes of the Almighty are vnfallible. For 
the wordes of bis mouth returne not vc^d and without effeSt. Tully 
in his oflices doth vfe great arte in declaration what fortes of pro- 
mifes are to be obferued, and which may be broken. But the diuine 
prouidence and forefight doth promife nothing but that which he will 
mofl afTuredly performe. When he promifed vnto Abraham that Cen. 17. 
Sara his wyfe fhould beare him a childe, Sara laughed bycaufe fhe 
was then foure fcore & ten yeres olde, but the almighty remembred 
his couenant Truji in him then for his woords fhall neuer fayle. 
When he promifed Mqyfes to conduft his people through the defertes, 
they began to doubt and murmure, faying : would God that we had 
dyed in the land of Mgypt or in this wildnernefTe &c. and the lord Num. 14, 
was angry, but yet remembringhis promife, at the humble petition of 
Mqy/es he perfourmed it. Tru/i in God therefore^ fince no difpleafure 
can make him alter his determination, he perfourmed his holy 
promyfe in Ifmaelly although we read not that he praied vnto God g«i. 21. 
therefore. I would not haue you think hereby that I condemne or 
contemne prayer, fince it is the very meane to talke with God, but I 
mea.ne therebv to nrniip. that find is mofl iuft and faithfull in all his 
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Harken 
to Gods 
Minifters. 



Ades lo. 



Reuerece 
Gods mi- 
nifters. 



Loue the 
minifters. 



hym, and by cleauing to him in all your adtions, fo yet are hys 
minifters the meane & inftruments of your faluation, and do (as it 
were) leade you by the hand through the waues of this world vn to 
eternall felicity, vnto whom you fhall owe three feueral duties, that 
is to fay. Audience^ Reuerence^ and Loue. The Children of Ifraell by 
barkening to Moy/es and Aaron^ were not only enftrufted and taught 
their dutyes, but were (as it were) made at one with God when they 
had at any time purchafed his heauy difpleafure. By harkning vnto 
Phyllip the Apoftle, the Enuch was conuerted. By harkning vnto 
Petery Cornelius j captain was confirmed & ftrengthned in the faith. 
By harkning vnto Paule and SylaSy Lidia, and the gaylour of PAy- 
lippos were baptifed ; the holy fcriptures are full of examples to proue 
this propofition. Harken you therfore vnto the minifters of Gody for 
they are fent to enftruft you, fo (hall it alfo become you to do the 
reuerence in al places, remebring that as he which fent them is in all 
thinges to be honoured, fo are they to be had in reuerence for their 
office fake. Such was the zeale of Cornelius the Captaine, that he fell 
downe proftrate at Peters feete when he entered into his houfe, the 
which though Peter refufed, faying that he was alfo mortall, yet did 
it fignifie vnto vs, that the minifters of God cannot bee too much 
reuerenced. The Prieftes in the olde Teftament were exempt from 
tributes and impofitions, they were not conftrained to go into the 
battaile, they were prouided for fuftenance and all thinges conuenient, 
and the people were commaunded to do them reuerence. Do you like- 
wife reuerence vnto Gods minifters in al places, for it fhal become you 
well. So fhall you alfo loue them bycaufe they preach the gofpel of 
him which hath power to faue you. If the fenfual apetite of man be 
fuch as engedreth afFedion towards the handmaide, bicaufe fhe is of 
familiar couerfation w' the Miftris : or breedeth loue towards them 
which are in office with Princes, bycaufe they may alfo procure vs 
fauour : how much more ought the mindes of men to be kindled with 
loue towardes the minifters of God, which enftrufte vs diligently, 
minifter vnto vs painfully, and pray for vs faithfully ? yea, how much 
are we boud to loue them, which by their holfome preceptes do make 
vs worthy (through Gods mercy) of his holy loue and fauour. To 
conclude this chapter, you fhall feare God for his mighty loue him for 
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his mercy es^ and truft in him for he is faithfull. You fliall alfo harken 
vnto his minifters bycaufe they are Jent of God^ you /hall do them 
reuerence hecaufe it becometh you^ and for their office fakcy and you flial 
loue them bycaufe they feede you with the breade of lyfe. And this I 
thinke fufficient for explanation of this firft chapter at this time. 

Onaticus. Sir, I hauc done as you commaunded, and there is meate 
redy for your dinner, if it pleafe you that it be fette on the table. 

Gnomaticus. Well, we wil then defer the reft of our labour vntill 
dinner be paft, go we togither, for I thinke it tyme. 

Phylofarcus. We foUowe when it pleafcth you. \They depart. 



AEius primiy Sccena quinta. 
Lamia, Eccho, Pandarina, and Dick Droom. 

Lamia. 

COME on, my good friendes, for were not your frendly help, I 
could rather content my felf to be buryed in my flowing yeares, 
then to Hue in fuch a miferable and precife world as this is. Oh, what 
Superfineffe are we now grown vnto ? a gentlewoman may not now 
adaies feeme to fpeak to her frende at the dore pafling by ; fhe may 
not looke at him in the window, fhe may not kifle him if fhe meete 
him as a ftraunger, nor receyue his letters or prefentes, but euery prat- 
ling minifter will record it in the pulpit. 

Eccho. In deed, faire Lady Lamia^ they are both too curious and 
too much fufpicious, for if they do but fee two in bedde togyther, 
they will fay that it was for to committe fome wickednefTe, fye, fye, 
vpon fuch tongues. 

Lamia. Ha ha, by my troth, Eccho^ wel faid, but by your leaue, let 
mafter minifter tattle what he will, for I will take my frendes prefent 
when it commeth ; and (ball I tell you, if I could haue bene con- 
tented to be fo fhutte vp from fight and fpeech of fuch as like me, I 
might haue liued gallantly and well prouided with my mother, who 
(though I fay it) is a good old Lady in Valentia; but when I fawe 
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that I muft weare my good apparell alwayes within doores, and that 
I muft pafle ouer my meales without company, I trufled vp my 
Jewelles in a cafket, and (being accompanyed with my good Aunte 
here) I bad Valentia farewell, for I had rather make hard Ihifte to liue 
at lyberty, then enioy great riches in fuch a kind of emprifonment. 

Eccho. A good Aunt in deede, I would I had fuch an Uncle. 

Pandarina, Content your felfe, niece, it were now but folly to 
fpend time in bootelefle complaints, nor to lament the thing which 
may not be remedied, you muft rather learne the way that may 
maintaine your eftate, for beauty will not alwayes laft, and if you pro- 
uide not in youth, you may be aflured to begge in age ; take example 
at me, I tell you I thought my halfepeny good filuer within thefe 
few yeares paft, and now no man efteemeth me vnlefle it be for 
counfell. 

Dicke. Counfell, quoth you ? mary, fir, and good counfell is much 
worth now adayes. 

Lamia. I pray you. Aunt, fince you are fo good a councellour^ 
giue me fome aduife how to behaue my felfe. 

Pandarina. As for that, another time ftiall ferue between you and 
mee. 

Eccho. Why, and ftiall I be caft vp for a hobler then ? I am 
fure I was neuer yet vntrufty to any of you both. 

Dicke. Well, Ladyes, and if you looke well vppon the matter, I 
think that I am as worthy as one to be of counfell ; well I wot if any 
gentleman offer you the leaft parte of iniury, then Dicke muft be fent 
for to fweare out the matter, Dicke muft byde all brontes, and there- 
fore it were not amifi'e that he were of counfel in all your conferences. 

Lamia. By myne honefty. Aunt, to confefle a troth, both thefe 
are our very approued freendes, & thcrfore you may be bolde to 
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you become fo franke harted that you fufFer him not to beftow vpon 
you any more then is neceflary for prefent vfc : yea, haililwood, I pray 
you leame thefe three pointes of me to gouerne your fteppes by : 
Firft, Trufi no man how faire foeuer he fpeake ; next, Reie£l no man 
(that hath ought) how euil fauoured fo euer he be. And laftely, 
Loue no man longer then he geueth, fince lyberall gyfts are the glewe 
of euerduring loue. 

Eccho. O noble Dame, why were not you mother of the maydes 
vnto the Queene of Hungary ? by the fay th of a true Burgondyan, you 
had wrong, for you well deferued the place. 

Dyck. I warrant you if the King our mafter had ftore of daugh- 
ters, fuch a matrone could not Hue vnknowen, but was it not ther- 
fore (thinke you) that ambafladours were fent this other day to the 
old Ducheffe? 

Lamia. Well, Aunt, I were worthy of great reprehenfion, if I 
would reieft the good documents of fuch a frende, and if I haue here- 
tofore done contrary, impute it to my youth ; but be you fure that 
hereafter I will endeuour my felfe to follow your precepts. 

Eccho. And I, fayre Lady, will ftande you in tome dead, to driue 
byrdes to the Net. If I be not much deceyued, I fawe a frofty 
bearded fcholemafter inftrufting of four lufty young men erewhyle as 
we came in, but if my iudgement do not fayle me, I may chaunce to 
read fome of them another ledure. 

Dyck. Tufti, what needeth fuch open talke here in the ftreate ? 
let vs go to the Lady Pandarinaes houfe, and there we may deuife 
at better commodity vpon theie caufes. 

Lamia. He fpeaketh reafon, let vs go. Aunt, for it is not meete 
that euery dancer heare our mufike, before the maikers be ready. 

Pandarina. Well, I fayde fo at the firft, but when you wyll, let vs 
departe. \X^^ depart to their howfes. 

The fir fi Chorus. 

WHEN God ordeyned the reftlefle life of man. 
And made him thrall to fundry greeuous cares : 
The firft borne griefe or Sorow that began 
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To (hew it felf, was this : to fauc from fnares 
The pleafant pledge, which God for vs prepares. 
I meane the feede and ofspring that he giues 
To any wight which in this world here lyues. 

Few fee themfelues, but each man feeth his chylde, 
Such care for them as care not for themfelfe. 
We care for them, in youth when witte is wilde, 
We care for them, in age to gather pelf: 
We care for them, to keepe them from the (helf 
Of fuch quicke fands, as we our felues firft founde, 
When headdy will did fett our (hippes on grounde. 

The care which Chrift dyd take to faue his ftieepe, 
Hath bene compared to fathers care on child, 
And as the hen her harmles chicks can keepe 
From cruell kyte, fo muft the father ftiylde 
His youthful! Sonnes, that they be not beguylde 
By wicked world, by fleflily foule defire. 
Which ferue the deuill with Fewell for his fire. 

Fyrft parentes care to bring their children forth. 
To breede them then, to bring them vp in youth. 
To match them eke with wightes of greateft worth, 
To fee them taught the trufty tracks of trueth : 
To barre excefle, from whence all fin enfueth ; 
And yet to geue enough for common neede, 
Leaft lothfbme lacke make vice for vertue breede. 

Let iliame of finne thy Childrens bridle be. 
And fpurre them forth with bounty wyfely vfed : 
That diflTerence each man may plainly fee 
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Thus infinite the cares of Parentes are : 
Some care to faue their children from mifliappe. 
Some care for welth, and fome for honours care. 
Whereby their Sonnes may fitte in fortunes lappe : 
Yet they which cram them fo with worldly pappe, 
And neuer care to geue them heauenly crommes. 
Shall fee them fterue when happe of hunger comes. 

Said Socrates : that man which careth more 
To leaue his chyld much good and rych of rent 
Then he forfeeth to furniflb him with ftorc 
Of vertues welth, which neuer can be fpent. 
Shall make him lyke the fteed that ftyll is pent 
In ftable clofe ; which may be fayre in fight. 
But feldome femes, fuch horfe, in field to fight. 

So Xenophon his freend Dan Tully told, 
And fo do here Phybpas and his pheare 
Phylocalus that felfe fame leflbn hold : 
They rather loue to leaue their fonnes in feare 
Of God aboue, then wealth to wallow heare. 
Which godly care (O God) fo deigne to bliflfe. 
That men may fee how great thy glory is. 
Finis ASus primus, 

ASius fecundi^ Sccena prima. 

Gnomaticvs, Phylavtvs, Phylomvsvs, Phylosarcvs, 
and Phylotimvs. 

Gttomaticus. 
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principall poyntes in feruice of God almighty, fo will I alfo conucy 
into three pointes, as much as flialbc neceffary for this tradition : for 
I feare leaft I haue bene ouer longe in my firft deulfion, but I was 
drawne thervnto by the requeft which you made of your felues, and 
therefore beare with me. 

Phylotus. Sir, our defire is fuch to beare away perfeftly your 
enftruftion, that your prolixity feemeth vnto vs very compendious. 

Gnomaticus. Well then, to return vnto the matter, you (hall pcr- 
forme'vnto the King three efpecial dutyes, that is to fay : Honour y 
Obedience^ and Lone. Hypodamus^ in his booke of a common welth, 
faith that a kingdome is a thing compared to the imitation of gods 
power. Diotogenes the fcholler of PytagoraSy in his booke of gouern- 
ment, faith that a king reprefenteth the figure of God amongft men. 
Lykewife he fayth, that as god excelleth the moft perfeft things of 
nature, fo the king excelleth amongft men and worldly matters : fo 
that he is to bee honored as the lieutenant of God here vpon earth, 
both becaufe he hath power of commaundement, and chiefly becaufe 
he reprefenteth that heauenly King, who is king of kinges, and 
aboue all Kynges to be honoured : Euen fo is hee alfo to bee obayed 
in all feculer conftitutions and pollitike prouifions. This obedience 
doth confequently follow honoure, as the ftiadow followcs the body, 
for whatfoeuer he be that gyueth vnto his king that honor which to 
him apperteineth, will (no doubt) lykewife obay him with all 
humilitie. Erqfmus teacheth in his ApothegmeSy that obediece expel- 
leth al feditio & maynteyneth Concorde : tlvs which may alfo appeare 
by naturall reafon and common experience, ncyther (hall they euer 
become able to beare rule them felues, whiche cannot bee content to 
obay the aufthoritie of others. Wherfore it (hal be moft conuenient 
that you obay the King, fynce his auAhoritie is fro god ; & as this 
obedience dependeth vpon the honour wherewith ye (hall reuerence 
the King as Gods lieutenant, fo muft you alfo ioyne therunto an vn- 
fayned loue, for as almightye God is to be loued becaufe hee is 
mercifull, fo the King beeing apoynted by God mufte be loued 
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indignation being iuftly kindled, thou bee not able to beare it. Next 
vnto the king we are to coniider the Magiftrates which are appoynted 
for adminiftration of iuftice and pollityke gouerment : thefe Magi- 
ftrates muft alfo bee honoured, obeyed, & loued : honored becaufe 
they arc ^ fubftituts of ^ king vnto whom all honour (on earth) ap- 
perteyneth, obeyed becaufe theyr office is appointed by the Kings 
audlhoritie, and loued becaufe they are the graue and expert perfon- 
ages, which deuife lawes and conftitutions for continuaunce of peace 
and tranquillities The apoftle FauU^ in his xiii. chapter of his Epiftle 
to the Ramaines^ teacheth playnely, that Rulers beare not the fworde 
in vaine, faying : Let euerie Joule be/ubieSi vnto the higher powers^for 
there is no power but of God. yigaine, the ruler (fayth he) doth not 
beare the fworde in yayne. Wherefore you muft needes be fubied, 
not onelye for feare, but alfo for confcience. And Sanft Peter ^ in 
hys fyrft Epiftle and the fcconde chapiter, doth fufficientlie teach vs 
this point, faying : Submit your felfe vnto all manner ordinaunce of man 
for the Lordes fake^ whether it bee vnto the king as hauing the pre- 
heminence^ or vnto the rulers as vnto them that are fent of him for the 
punijhment of euill dooers^ but for the laude of them that do well. 
Whereby appeareth, that the magiftrates are not onelv to be feared, 
becaufe they punyfli offenders, but alfo to be loued becaufe they 
cherifti the verteous : and for conclufion of this poynt, if you defire 
to be good men, then learne to performe duety towardes all magi- 
ftrates. As Sophocles well fayde, it becommeth a good man to haue due 
refpeU vnto all magiftrates. I might nowe take your Parentes in 
hande for the next pointe of your enftruftion, but I will firft touch 
the duety which you owe vnto your country e, and that is conteyned 
alfo in three efpecial pointes : that is to faye, in Thankefulneje^ De- 
fence, and Proffit. And as ingratitude is the moft heinous offence 
againft God, fo haue I taught you that it is the greateft faulte in 
humayne anions, amongft the which it ftieweth it felfe no way more 
vntoUerable, then if you ftioulde happen to bee vnthankefiill vnto 
your country. Tully in his offices fayth, that wee are not borne onely 
for our owne perticuler caufe or profit, but parte (fayth he) our 
cuntrey challengeth, parte our Parentes think due vnto them, and our 
friendes ought lykewife to enioye fome parte of our trauailes. There 
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are dyuers Philoibphers^ whiche maynteyne in argument that all 
cuntryes are free for a noble mynde, and I agree thereunto^ but yet 
thereby they conclude not, that a noble minde, by chuling a new 
cuntrey to enhabit, maye lawfully forgett the cuntrey wherein hec 
was natiue. Zopirus is condempned in all hiftories for the vnthanke- 
fulnes he vfed in betraying his cuntrey. The truth of the Troyan 
hiftorie accufeth jEneas, Antenor^ & certeyne others, as moft vn- 
thankefuU traytors to theyr cuntrey ; Cillicon for betraying ofMiktuSy 
Lafthenes for deliuering of OlinthuSy Nilo for felling of Epirus, and 
Apolknius for negleAing of his charge in SamoSy are generally noted 
with the names of vnthankeful and vntruftie traytors to theyr cun- 
treyes : ib that you muft alwayes remember to become thankefuU to 

Jrour cuntrey, and myndefull to maynteyne the honor of the fame, 
eaft neglefting your dueties in that behalfe, you deferue the opro- 
brious names of traytors, which are odious to God and man. You 
mufte alfo fpare no peril or trauaile to defende the fame, for your 
countrey challengeth not onely that you be thankfull vnto the foyle 
which hath bredde you, but furder alfo, that you defende the ftate, 
wherein you haue beene nouriftied. Tw/Zy, in his ^ufculanes cfat^ons^ 
recyteth one Lqfccsna who, when he receiued tydings of his founes 
death, whom he had fent into the warres in defence of hys countrey, 
anfwcred : therefore did I beget him (quoth hee) that hee might be 
fuch an one, as woulde not doubt to dye for hys countrey. In his 
booke entytuled the dreame of Scipio, he affirmeth that there is a cer- 
taine place appointed and ordeined in heauen for all fuch as defende 
their countrey. Euripides warneth that we fhoulde neuer bee wearye 
in thofe trauailes, which tende to the reftitution or defence of our 
countrey. Platoes opinion was, that wee are more bound to defend 
our countrey then our own Parents. Like argumentes haue beene 
defended by many Phylofophers, faying, that although thy Parcntcs 
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to be profitable to the fame : whereof many notable examples might 
be reherfed. Lycurgus^ when he had by extreeme dilligencc and 
trauayle reduced the Spartanes vnto cyuillytie by fundrie holfbme 
lawes and pollityke conftitutions> and that thev began to murmure^ 
faying : that his lawes were vntollerable, hee feyned that he wouldc 
go to Delphos to confulte with the God Apollo, whether his lawes 
were to be obferued or not, promifing to abide his fentence, & requir- 
ing no more of the Lacedemonians , but to fweare y* they would ob- 
ferue thofe lawes vntill his retourne : which when they had folemnly 
fwome, [he] tooke his iurney without entente to returne home againe, 
and oideyned before his death to be enclofed in a great cheeft of 
Lead, and fo to be throwen into the fea, to the ende that, hee neuer 
retourning, the Laucedemonians might be bound by theyr othe to con- 
tinue the exercife of his profitable lawes, fuche care he had to become 
profitable vnto his countrey. Curnus the Romayne^ when there 
apeared a greate gulfe in the market place, whiche could by no 
meanes be flopped, and anfwere was geeuen from the Oracle, that it 
was onely to bee flopped by that which was of mofte worth vnto the 
citye of Roomey he deeming that the cittie had nothing fb precious as 
ftoute & valyant men, armed him felfe, and leapte into the Gulfe, 
which flopped immediatly : declaring thereby, howe lyght men ought 
to efteeme theirc life, when as the fame maye yelde profitte or com- 
moditie to theyr countrey, Menecius, the Sonne of Creon, refufed not 
voluntary death, when he vnderfloode that the fame might redeeme the 
citye of TAeies from vtter fubuerfion, I might trouble you with in- 
finite flories to proue this propofition, but let thefe few fuffice, and in 
your countrie haue allways efpeciall refpeAe to the elders, to whom 
you mufl alfo performe three feuerall deuties : that is. Reverence^ Loue, 
and Defence. Lycurgus ordeyned, that no young man fhould pafTe 
by an elder without reuerence fyrfte doone vnto him, namelie if he 
were fet, he rofe to do reuerence vnto the elders, and if they were 
alone, he was bound to proflFer them the comfort of his company. 
PlatOyin his nynth dyalogue of lawes and conflitucions, doth thus pro- 
pound : al men mufl grant (fay th he) that age is much to be preferred 
before youth, afwell in the fight of God, as alfo in the fight of men 
which will lyue orderly : for it is abhominable (fayth he) that an olde 
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man fhoulde geue place vnto a young man, and the Gods them felues 
do hate it, fince youth ought with paciente mynde to beare euen the 
ftrypes of their elders. You fhal alfo loue them, becaufe of them you 
may leame good preceptes, and of them you may be bolde to aike 
councell: for as Euripides^ in his tragedy called Fhanijfa^ doth 
teache, prudence will not be gotten with fewe dayes feeking for, and 
the apoftles teach vs our deuty dyredly in that behalf, who ordeyned 
amongft them elders in euery congregation, to decyde all matters in 
controuerfie, of whome they were refolued of all doubtes in confcience. 
It Ihal alfo becom you to defend the elders from al vyolence and out- 
rage, iince it is a thing as comly and comendable to defende the 
weake, as it is glorious and tryumphant to ouercome the mightie : 
whereof I myght recite many famous examples out of the Romain 
hiftories, but I will partlie include the fame in the dueties which you 
owe vnto your Parentes, which are alfo, Honor ^ Ijoue^ and Reliefe. 
And of the firft parte, although I might bring in fundry worthy ex- 
amples; yet becaufe the cafe is of it fejf familiar, I wil be briefe, and 
vfe no other perfuation then the exprefle commaundement of God, 
who biddeth you to honor your Father and Mother, that your dayes 
maye bee long in the land which the Lx>rd your god hath giuen you. 
And Saind Paule^ in the fixt chapiter of his Epiftle to the Ephejians^ 
fayth, Chyldren, obay your Parents in the Lord, for that is right and 
well pleafing to the Lorde. As he teftifieth in the thirde chapiter to 
the ColoffianeSy you (hall loue them alfo becaufe you are engendred of 
their owne fleihe & bloud, as alfo you may not forget your Mothers 
paines in bearing of you ; you mufte alwaies meditate in your minde, 
fyrft the cares which they haue had to preferue you from bodily perils 
in the cradell, from daunger of dampnation by Godly education, from 
neede and hunger by adminiftring things neceflarie, and from vtter 
deftrudion by vigillant forefight & Godly care : all thefe with infinit 
other things confidered, you fhall finde your felues bounden by 
manyfolde occafions to loue your Parentes, and to be affiftant vnto 
them in the neceilities of their age. For well fayd that Poet, which 
affirmed that children were tenderly fwadled in their cradels, to the 
ende they mighte fufteyne their aged Parentes and fupplie their 
wantes. Meruelous is the nature of the Storkc, which feedeth the 
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damme In age, of whom it felfe receiued nouriture beeing young in 
the neaft. Tully in his booke of the anfwers of fothfayers fayth, that 
nature in the beginning hath made an accord betweene vs and our 
Parents, fo that it were damnable not to cherifh them. And to con- 
clude, ther is nothing that can worfe become a comon welth, then to 
fee y* youth florifli in profperity which fuffer their parents to perifli 
for lack of any comodity. Now that I haue rehearfed vnto you af- 
muche as I thinke requifit, for the enftruftion of your dueties, fyrft 
towardes god, and his minifters, next to the Kyng and his Magiftrates, 
thirdely to your countrey and the Elders thereof and laftly towardes 
your Parentes : it ftiall not be amiile that you remember of your felfe 
how you are the Temple of God ; keepe your felues holy therefore in 
your conuerfation, and vndefiled, for if our fauiour Chrift did rigor- 
oufly rebuke and expell the buyers & fellers out of the outward 
Temple, how muche more will hee puniihe them which pollute and 
de61e the inwarde Temple of their bodies, and geue ouer their delight 
to concupifcence and vanities ? thus may you for breuitie remember 
that you : 



{• 



Feare God becaufe he is mightie, 
God. ^ a Loue God becaufe he is mercifull, 
^3 Truft in God becaufe he is iuft. 

^ I Heare his minifters becaufe they are ient to enftruA you, 

t2 Do reuerence vnto them becaufe of their office, 
3 Loue them becaufe they feede you with heuenly bread. 

King. { I Honor the King becaufe he is Gods lieutenant, 

< 2 Obay him becaufe his power is from aboue, 
(^3 Loue him becaufe he is thy protedor. 

( I Honor hys Magiftrates becaufe they reprefent his perfon, 

< 2 Obay them becaufe they haue their audhoritie from him, 
1 3 Loue them becaufe they mainteine peace. 

r I Be thankefiill to thy countrey that hath bredde thee, 

< 2 Defende it becaufe thou art borne to that ende, and 
(^3 Profytte it becaufe thou ftialt thereby gayne honour. 
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f I Reuerence thy ciders for their grey heares, 
Country A 2 Loue them becaufe they councell thee, and 
1^3 Defend them becaufe they are feeble. 

{I Honor your Parentes becaufe God commaundeth fo, 
2 Loue them bycaufe they tendred you, and 
3 Releeue them becaufe it is your duety. 

Laftly, forget not your felues, neyther make any lefle account of 
your felues then to be the Temple of God, whiche you ought to keepe 
holy and vndefiled. I myghte ftand in dilatacion hereof with many 
moe examples and aufthorities, but I truft thefe (being well remem- 
bred) (hall fufFyce, and now I will leaue you for a time, befeeching all- 
myghty God to guyde and keepe you now & euer. So be it. 

\Gnofnaticus goeth out. 



ABus fecundi^ Sccena fecunda. 

Phyla vTvs, Phylomvsvs, Phylosarcvs, Phylotimvs, 
and Onaticvs. 

Phylautus. 

AH firha, I fee wel the olde prouerbe is true, which iaith: fo many 
men fo many mindes ; this order of teaching is farre contrary 
to all other y euer I haue heard ; &, fhal I tell you ? it hath in it neither 
head nor foote. 

Phylomu/us. Truly, brother, it hath in it great reafon & virtue, and 



Digitized by 



Google 



Gouernement. 33 

Phylautus. Is there any man fo dull of vnderftanding, that he 
knoweth not that in all countreys elders muft (or will) be reuerenced? 
and fee we not daily, that all parents challenge obedience and loue ? 

Phylo/archus. Yes, and more to, for fome parentes are neuer con- 
tented what dutie foeuer the childe performeth ; they forget what they 
once were themfelues ; but to the purpofe. I looked for fome excel- 
lent matter at this newe Schoolemafters handes, if this be all that he 
can fay to vs, I would for my part that we were in fome Uniuerfitie, 
for here we (hall but loofe our time : I haue (in efFcft) all this geare 
without booke already. 

Phylautus. And I lacke not much of it. \Onaticus commeth in. 

Onaticus. Well fayd, young gentlemen, it is a good hearing when 
young men are fo toward, and much eafe is it for the teacher when 
he findeth fcollers of quicke capacity. 

Philotimus. Surely I ani not yet (b forwarde, neither can I vaunt 
that eyther I haue it without booke, or do fufficiently beare away the 
feme in fuch order as I woulde. 

Phylomufus. For my parte, I befeech God that I may with all my 
whole vnderftanding bee able to beare away that which our Mafter 
hath deliuered vnto vs, and that I may fo emprinte the fame in my 
memorie, that in all my lyfe I maye make it a glafTe wherein I may 
beholde my duetie : wherefore Phylotimus (if you fo thinke good), 
you and I will go aparte, and medytate the fame to our felues, to the 
end we may be the perfeder therein when our enftruAer fhall ex- 
amine vs. 

Phylotimus. Contented, let vs go where you will. 

\^hey go apart. 

Phybfarchus, Let them go like a couple of blockheads, I would 
we two were at fome Uniuerfitie, and then let them do what they 
lift. 

Phylautus. Euen fo would I, for at the Uniuerfitie we ftiould 
heare other maner of teaching. There be leftures daily read of all 
the liberall fciences, of all languages, and of all moral 1 difcourfes. 
Furthermore, at the Uniuerfitie we fliould haue choyfe company of 
gallant young gentlemen, with whom we might acquaint our felues, 
and paffe fome times in recreation ; yea, fliall I tell you ? if a man 

II. F 
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lift to play the good fellow and be mery fometymes, hec (hall not 
want there (as I haue heard) that wyll accompanie him. 

Phylofarchus. And what Uniucrfitie (do you fuppofe) we (hall be 
fent vnto. 

Phylautus. I thinke vnto Doway, for that is neereft. 

Phylofarchus. Haue you beene in Doway at any time ? 

Phylautus. No furcly, but I haue harde it prayfed for a proper 
citie, and wel repleniftied with curteous people and fayre women. 

Phylofarchus. Marry, Sir, ther would I be then. Oh what a pleafure 
it is to behold a fayre woman ? furelie they were created of God for 
the comfort of man, but beholde, I fee a pailing fayre woman come 
downe the ftreete, and if I be not much deceiued, Eccho is her gen- 
tleman vfher ; it is fo in deede. 

Phylautus. What is that Eccho? 

Philofarchus^ Know you not Eccho ? why the you know no man, 
the beft fellow in all this towne, and readie to do for all men : I will 
bring you acquaynted with him. 



A&U5 fecundiy Saena tertia. 

Phylavtvs, Phylosarchvs, Eccho, lamia, Dick Drom, 
and Pandarina. 

Eccho. 

YOU fhall fee (Lady Lamia^) how I will worke this geare lyke 
wax ; but is not this Phylofarchus ? it is euen hee, in good time 
I haue efpied him, keepe your coutenante in any wife. 
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Eccho. Hereby, Sir, with this gentlewoman. 

Phylofarchus. Abide, I pray thee, here is a young gentleman, a 
friend of myne, which defireth to bee acquaynted with thee. 

Eccho. Sir, I am at your commandement and his alfo, I will be fo 
bold as to kiffe his hands : Dyck^ go thou on with thefe gentlewomen 
before ; I will ouertake you immediatly. 

\The Ladies pajfe by^ with a reuerence to the gentlemen. 

Phyb/archus. And I pray thee tell mee, Eccho^ what gentlewoman 
is thb ? 

Eccho. Sir, ftie is of Valentia^ and hath prefently fome bufinefle 
in this citie with her Aunt which accompanieth her. 

Phylofarchus. Ha, ha, bufinefle in deede, tell mee, Eccho^ here are 
none but God & good friendes : is ftiee of the right ftampe ? 

Eccho. Sir, beleeue mee I know no fuch thing by her ; I haue not 
becne long acauaynted with her, and (to tell you what likely hoodes I 
haue hitherto leene) fhee is very demure and modeft, neyther is there 
any company reforteth to her lodging, but what for that ? all thinges 
haue a beginning, (hee is a woman, and nothing is vnpoflible. 

Phylojarcus. Truft mee, truely (he is a gallant wench, & but yong ; 
that Fryer, which would not cad off his cowle to catch fuch a fowle, 
ihal neuer be my cofcflbr, but I pray thee deale playnly with me ; 
might not a man entreat matter Eccho to carry her a prefent, if neede 
were? 

Eccho. Sir, there is neuer a gentleman in this citie, fliall make 
Eccho ftretch a ftringe fooner then your felfe, but of a very truth, he- 
therto I haue feene no fuch likelyhood ; but. Sir, you are a gallant 
yong man, me thinkes you myght do well to walke fomtimes oy her 
lodging, and geue her the Albadey or the Bexo las manoSj and by that 
meane you may acquaint your felfe with her : afterwardes if any thing 
may be furthered by Ecchoy commaund him. 

Philo/archus. Gramercie, gentle Eccho, but where aboutes is (he 
lodged? 

Eccho. Not farre from S. Myghels, Sir, at a red houfe. I will 
take leaue of you for this time, leaft (he thinke me verie flacke in 
attendance. 

Philo/archus. Fare well, friend Eccho. Did I not tell you what he 
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was ? there is not fuch a felow in a world againe, furely it Ihall go 
hard but I will haue a fling at this damfell : but let vs goe in^ for our 
companions are departed long Athens, and we (hal perchance giue 
fome caufe of fufpeAe, if we tarie long here. 
Philautus. Go we. 



ASius fecundi^ Sccena quart a. 
Gnomaticvs, Onaticvs, Eccho. 

Gnomaticus. 

SURELY thefe yong men are not hitherto to be miflyked, and I 
truft in God they will proue toward fcholers. 

Onaticus. Yea, fyr, out of dout, & efpecially the two elder, but 
the other two are nothing fo quicke fprited ; I came by them eare- 
while, foone after ye had done reading vnto the, and the two eldeft 
could euen then (in maner) record without booke as much as you had 
taught them. 

Gnomaticus. Yea, but what is that to the purpofe ? the quickeft 
wits proue not alwayes beft, for as they are readie to cocciue, fo do 
they quickly forget, & therewithall the finenefle of their capacitie doth 
carie fuch oftetimes to delight in vanities, fince mans nature is fuch 
that with eafe it inclyneth to pleafure, and vnwilling it is to indure 
pain or trauell, without the which no vertue is obtcyned, 

\Eccho cometb in. 

Eccho. This gcare goeth well, for whereas I was cafting with my 
felfe howe to entrap this yonker, he is falne into the nette of his owne 
accorde, and^defireth that of me whiche I was careful! howe to profer 
cleanely vnto him. But is not this the old fcholemafter ? eue the 
fame : wel, we muft find fome dcuice to blcare his eye for a while : let 
me alone, I knowe howe to bring it to pafle. 

Gnomaticus. Doth this felow come to me, thinkeft tliou ? 

Onaticus. It may be, fyr, but I know him not. 

Eccho. I will falute him. God faue you, maifter fcholemaifter. 

Gnomaticus. Welcome, gentle brother. 
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Eccho. Syr, I am fcnte vnto you by the Markgraue who, vndcr- 
ftanding that two of his kinfemen are lately placed vnder your goueme- 
ment, hath a deftre to fee them, and therefore fent me to Intreate 
you that you would gyue them lybertie this afternoone, to the end 
that he may common with them. 

Gnomaticus. Surely I did not know that they were the Markgraues 
kinfemen, and they haue yet bene but verie fmall time with me, but 
fince it {o pleafeth him, I am content to graunt them libertie, and I 
will fend them out vnto you prefently to go where it liketh him. 

\Gnomaticus goeth in. 

Eccho. So fo, they are as much a kynne to the Marke-graue, as 
Robyn Fletcher and the fweet Roode of Chefter, but yet this was a 
cleanely (hifte vpon the fodeyne, for by this meanes fhal I take 
occaiion to bring this yonker and the Ladie Lamia better acquainted, 
& much good do it him, for out of doubt (he (hall be his, as long as 
his purfe maye be myne. But behold where they come altogither : 
now let me beftirre me and vfe my beft wittes. 



AEius fecundiy Scana quint a. 

Philavtus, Philosarchvs, Philomvsvs, Philotimvs, 
and Eccho. 

Philautus. 

1AM glad that we haue libertie this afternoone to take recreation, 
not for that I lacked time to meditate that which hath bene read 
vnto vs, but bycaufe I take pleafure in walking abroad. 

Philofarchus. And I hope by this meanes to haue further com- 
munication with my friende Eccho ; and beholde, where he is ! 

Philomufus. Amongft all that our inftrufter hath rehearfed vnto 
vs, there is nothing fticketh better in my remembrance, than that 
which he fayde of time : for furely as it is the greateft treafure which 
God hath giuen vnto man, fo ought he to be verie curious and warie 
how he beftoweth the fame ; wherefore, Philotimus^ I thinke we can not 
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better do, than to fpende fbme time by the way in meditating & re- 
hearfing thefc wholfome precepts, which our inftrufter hath to vs 
deliuered, for I afTure you, although he hath bene therein verie com- 
pendious and fentencious, yet in my iudgement euery fentence is fuch as 
requireth a rype deliberation and weightie contideration of the fame. 

Philotimus. Surely, Philomu/uSy I am of your opinion, and therefore 
let vs beftowe the time therein, althoughe percale our brethren here 
will vie this aftcrnoone in fome other exerciie. 

\Philofarchus beckneth Eccho: Phikmu/us and 
Philotimus go together. 

Eccho. Sir, it is vnto you that I addrefle my felfe, for although I 
be not the redieft man on Hue to deale in fuch afiayres, yet fuch is the 
great good liking which I haue alwayes had in you, that (ince I fpake 
with you earewhile, I haue not been vnmindful of you, & furely I fup- 
pofe that God doth fauour your defires, for euen now when I departed 
from you, and as foone as I ouertooke the gentlewoman, I caft in my 
braines how to pleafure you, and meaning to haue deuifed (bme fub- 
tilty wherby the thing might be brought into communication, the 
gentlewoman of her felfe proffred the occafion, for (bee demaunded of 
me what yong gentlemen thofe were with whom I ftaycd. I tolde 
her that ye were Sonnes to two of the welthieft burghers in this citie, 
and be you fure I left out no commendation which might aduaunce 
you, whereat (he fcemed to bite on the bridle, and commended you 
for your curtefies, in that yee faluted her fo gently as ftiee paffed by, 
but efpecially fliee marked you by fundry thinges and geftures, and 
coulde defcribe you vnto me by your apparell. Short tale to make, 
I neuer faw her (hew fo much lykelyhoode of afFedion, (ince I firft 
faw her, as (hee bewrayed prefently, and (hall I tell you in your 
eare ? if Eccho be aay better then a foole, (he hath a monethes minde 
vnto PhylofarchuSy wherfore play you now the wife man, & ftrike 
the Iron whiles it is hot ; (he returneth this way prefently, and there- 
upon I haue aduentured to come vnto your Scoolemafter, to craue you 
a libertie in the name of the Markegraue, faying that you were his 
kynfemen, and this haue I done, to the ende that you might take 
occa(ion to falute her eftfoones as (he returneth : and if you v(e the 
matter wifely (as I know you can) you may take oportunity alfo to 
talke with her, yea and to conduA her to her lodging. 
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Phjbfarchus. Surelie, Eccho^ thou fticweft playnlie what good 
will thou beareft me, but what (hall we do with the Markgraue r 

Eccho. Tufli, folow you your bufines now that you haue libertie, 
and let me alone with that matter ; if euer hereafter the thing come in 
queftion, lay all vppon me, and I will fay, that I miftooke both the 
Scoolemafter and the SkoUers vnto whom I was fent. 

Phylofarchus. Well, friend Eccho ^ I know not how to deferue thy 
gentlenes, but in token of gratefull mind, holde, receiue thefe 
twentie gildres vntil I haue greater abillity, and be fure that if euer I 
Hue to enherit PhylocaluSy then Eccho (hall not be vnprouided for. 

Eccho. What meane you, fir ? ftay your purfe vntill another time — 
well if you will needes enforce me, I will neuer refufe the curtefie of 
a gentleman — but behold, where the Ladie Lamia commeth. Sir, me 
recomandez : I will not be feene to talke with you, for I ftale from her 
to pleaiure you priuilie. [Eccho defarteth. 



ASius primiy Scoena fexta. 

Phylavtvs, Phylosarchvs, Eccho, lamia, Dyck Drom, 
and Pandarina. 

Phylofarchus. 

OH my friend Phylautus^ behold here a peerelefle peece, doth it 
not delight your eyes to gaze vppon fuch a (hyning ftarre ? on 
myne honor me hath a fweet face, & by al likelihood (he is much 
to young to haue been hetherto comonly abufed, but wherfore am I 
abafhed ? I wil go and falute her. Fayr lady, God faue you, and 
(end you that your hart moft defireth. 

Lamia. Worthie gentleman, I thanke you moft heartely for your 
good wil, and if God hear your prayer, he ftial do more than he did 
ror me a good whyle, but it b no matter, when he hath taken his 
pleafure of punifhing, he will at laft haue pitie on the poore. 

Philo/archus. Surely, myftreflc, it were great pitie that fuch a one 
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as you (hould indure any punifhment without great caufe, and hardly 
can I thinke that any heart is fo hard as to fee you forowfull, if 
remedie maye be therefore obteyned. 

Lamia. Syr, I coulde be content that all men were of your mynde, 
but I finde curtefie verie colde nowe adayes, and many there be 
which woulde rather depryue a poore gentlewoman of her right, then 
rue vpon her pitteous plyght : the good king Jmadis is dead long 
fythens, whofe Knightes vndertooke alwayes the defence of Dames 
and Damfelles. [She whynetb. 

Phylautus. Alas, what ayleth the yong gentlewoman to com- 
playne ? 

Pandarina. Syr, and not without caufe, fince (he is by great 
wrong difpoflefled of riche Signiories which belong to her by right 
and inheritance, and complayning here vnto the magiftrates, (he re- 
ceyueth fmall comforte, but is rather hindered by malice and de- 
traftion. [Pbilofarchus taketh her by the hand to comfort her. 

Phylo/archus. Fayre gentlewoman, although I haue hitherto had 
no great acquaintace with you, yet if I might craue but to knowe the 
caufe of your griefe, be you furc I woulde vfe my beft indeuer to re- 
drefle it, and therefore I coniure you by your curtefie, that you 
change your opinio, for all Amadis Knightes are not yet deade : onely 
bewray your griefe, and prayfe thereafter as you finde^ 

{She begirmeth to tell a tale. 

Lamia. Syr, I haue not power to reiede your curtefie, you (hall 
vnderftand then, that being, &c. [Pandarina interrupteth her. 

Pandarina. Neyce, it feemeth that you haue not your honour in 
fiich comendation as I would wifh you fiiould ; I pray you let vs begon 
homewardes. 

Phylojarchus. Why, Miftres, are you offended that ftiee fiiould 
herken vnto fuch as fccke to relceue her eftate. 

Pandarina. Sir, you are a gentleman well nurtured, and you 
know this is no place to talke in without difcredyt. 

Phylojarchus. Well, Miftres, if it pleafe you, we will waite vppon 
you vnto your lodging, and there you ftiall fee what defire I haue to 
comfort this fayre Ladie. 

Pandarina. As for that, fir, at your pleafure ; I pray God fende 
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her good friendes in her right, for God knoweth fhe hath needc of 
fuch at this prefcnt. [They follow the Ladies. 

The Second Chorus. 

BEHOLD, behold, O mortall men, behold, 
Behold and fee, how foone deceipt is wrought : 
How foone mens mindes of harmefull thinges take hold. 
How foone the good corrupted is with nought. 
Beholde the tares whereof our fauiour fpake. 
As Mathew tells, in thirteenth chapter playne ; 
Such wicked means malitious men can make 
The frutfuU feede with worthies weedes to ftayne ; 
Behold the deuill, whofe minifters are preft 
To ftir an ore in euery forward boate : 
Beholde blynd youth, which holdeth plcafure beft, 
And fkornes the payne which might their ftate promote. 
Great is the care which graueft men endure^ 
To fee their Sonnes brought vp in Goodly wife : 
And greate the paines which teachers put in vre. 
To trade them ftill in vertvous qualities : 
But oh ! how great is greedie luft in youth ? 
How much mifchiefe it fwalloweth vp vnfecne ? 
With reckles mind it caftes afide all truth. 
And feedeth ftill on that which is vncleene. 
Theie parafites and bawdes haue quickly caught 
The careles byrds, who fee not their deccyptcs : 
With fuch vile wares the worlde fo full is fraught 
As fewe can fcape their fubtilties and (Icights : 
Yet, mighty God, vouchfafe to guyde the reft. 
That they may ftiun the bad, and few the beft. 
Finis Alius Jecundi. 
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AEius tertij^ Sdena prima. 

Dick Droom alone. 

JHERE, there, there, this geare goeth round as it (huld go, 
thefe young gallants are caught without a net, & (hall I 
tell you one thing ? no man gladder then I, for as long as 
that chimney fmoketh I am fure I (hall not go hungric 
to bed. An Inheritrix^ quoth you ? marie, that (he is a Meritrix I 
warrant her, of great burdens, birthrightes I would fay, no doubt of 
it : he that marieth her (halbe fure of great reclamation, and that good 
olde gentlewoman her Aunte. Why, though the young woman had 
neuer a groat in the worlde, yet a man might be glad that coulde 
match his Sonne in fuch an abhominable (honorable) ftocke : thefe are 
Auntes of Antwerfe^ which can make twentie manages in one weeke 
for their kinfwomen. O noble olde gyrles, I lyke them yet when they 
be wife, for it is an olde faying, one (hrewe is worth two (heep. 
Wei, let me looke about me how I prate, and let me efpie what is 
become of their brothers according to their commaundement : but are 
not thefe two they which come debating of the matter in fuch earneft ? 
it is euen they, and wot you what ? their brethren are otherwi(e oc- 
cupied, but yet furely they argue as faft as they, when God knoweth 
a fmall entreatye might ferue, but I will ftep a(ide and herken to 
thefe yonkers. 

ASius tertij^ Sctena fecunda. 
Phylomvsvs, Phylotimvs, Dick. 

Phylomufus. 

SURELY, PhylotimuSf I wonder what is become of our brethren : 
I pray god they be not entifed to fome vanitie by fome lewde 
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Phylotimus. TrueJy it may be, but I truft they will beare in 
mind the laft precept which our Mafter gaue v% at y leaft I would 
we had their companie, that we might meditat the matter together. 

Dick. I perceiue it is time to call them, I wilbe gone. [Exit. 

Phylotimus. If our enftruftor (huld examine vs, and finde them 
to fceke, it would greeue me afmuch for niy brother as if the fault 
were myne owne. 

Phylomu/us. Surely, and I would alfo be very forie if my brother 
(huld be found flack in his duetie, but in my iudgement we neede not 
to caft thefe doubtes, for our brethren feemed vnto me to be very per- 
fect and redy in the efpecial poyntes of our enftrudkion, and could (in 
maner) make reherfall therof immediatly after we had receiued the 
fame. 

Phylotimus. Yea, marie, but I wil tel you one thing I know by 
experience in my brother, he wil as fbone conceyue or beare away a 
thing as any that euer I fawe, and furcly, to confefle a trueth, he hath 
an excelent ready wit ; but doubtles he will fometimes forget as fad 
as he learneth readily, and yet for myne owne part, I would to God 
that my memorie were as capable as his is, for then I would not 
doubt but to reteyne fufficiently. 

Phylomu/us. It may be that his minde is much geuen to other 
plefures and delights, which do {o continuallie poflefle his brayns, as 
they fuiFer not any other conception to be emprinted in his memorie : 
for my brother Phylautus doth in a manner meditat nothing els but 
fetting forth of him felfe, and in what foeuer he be occupied or con- 
uerfaunt, yet fhall you perceiue him to haue a finguler regard to his 
owne prayfe, the which doth fometimes carrie him as farre beyond all 
reafbn as his defertes might feeme to aduaunce him. 

Phylotimus. To bee opinionate of him felfe is vitious, but furely, 
I am of opinnion, that it is commendable for a youn^ man in all his 
anions to regard his owne aduauncement, and with all to haue 
(refonably) a good opinion of him felfe, in exempting of fuchthinges 
as he vndertaketh, for if he which coueteth in the latyne tung to be 
eloquent, flioulde fo farre embafe his thoughts as to conceiue that he 
{pake or wrot like olde Duns ScotuSy furely (in my iudgement) it 
would bee verie hard for him to excel I or to become a perfedb 
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RethorUiatiy or if hec which employeth his time in the exercife of 
rydingy (hould imagine with himfelfe that he fat not comely on his 
horfe backe, it would be long before hee (houlde become a gallant 
horfeman : for in all humaine adions we delight fo much the more, 
and fooner attayne vnto theyr perfeftions, whenas wee thinke in our 
mindes that in deede the exercife therof doth become vs : but behold 
now, wher our brethren do come. 



ASius terttj^ Sdena tertia. 

Phylavtvs, Phylosarcvs, Phylomvsvs, Phylotimvs, 
and Gnomaticvs. 

Phylautus. 

THIS was a proper meflanger in deede ; hee myght haue mocked 
others though he mocked not vs. 

Philofarchus. O fyr, you do him wrong, for it feemeth vnto me 
that the poore fellowe is as forie for it as we are mifcontented, and 
that he rather faulted through ignorance than of any fet purpofe ; but 
looke, where our brethren are. Brother, wher haue you bin, whileft 
we were at the Markgraues houfe ? 

Phylotimus. Truly, brother, I walked on with my companion here, 
hoping that we fhould haue followed you to the Markgraues houfe : 
and we were fo earned in meditating fuch matter as our inftrufter de- 
liuercd vnto vs that, miftaking the way, & not marking which way 
you went, we were conftreyned to returne hcther, and to attend your 
returne, to the ende we might go altogither. 

Phylomufus. And you, brother, where haue you bene ? 
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bycaufe he is a Magiftrate, and therwithal for his greye haires, for that 
is one efpeciall poynt of our mailers traditions. 

Phylautus. Turtle, what tell you me of our matters traditions ? if 
a Magiftrateor an elder would challendge reuerence of a yong gentle- 
man, it were good reafon alfo that they rtiould render afFabilitie and 
chearefuU countenance to all fuch as prefent them felues before them 
with good will. When we came to him he knewe vs not, neyther 
woulde he knowe vs by any meanes, but with a grim countenance 
turned his backe, and defyred vs to goe ere we dranke : a Markgraue, 
quoth you ? 

Phylotimus. That is ftrange, that hauing fent for vs, he would 
{eeme to vfe fuch enterteynment when we came. 

Phylqfarchus. I will tell you, brother> it feemeth vnto me that it a fine ex- 
was rather the faulte of the meflanger, and yet hee did but ignorantly 
miftake it neyther : For he was (as it fhould feeme) fent by the Mark- 
graue, but he did eyther miftake the fcholemaifter, or the fcholers, or 
both, and therevpon I thinke that the Markgraue was partly offended. 

Phylotimus. Truely, and not without caufe, but beholde where 
our maifter commeth. 

Phylautus. Let vs fay, then, that we were together, leaft he be 
offended. 

Gnomaticus. Nowe, my welbeloued, and what fayth the honorable 
& reuercnde Markgraue vnto you ? or howe doth he like the maner 
of your enftruftion ? haue you recyted or declared any part thereof 
vnto him fince your going ? 

Phylofarchus. Syr, no, for it feemeth that the meffanger did miftake 
his errande, and was fent to fome other fcholers, and not vnto vs. 

Gnomaticus. Is it euen fo ? well then, let vs not altogether lofe the 
golden treafure of the time : but tell me, haue you perfeftly digefted 
and committed vnto memory the articles which I deliuered vnto you 
for efpeciall confideration of your duetie ? 

Phylo/archus. Syr, I thinke that I ca perfeftly rehearfe them. 

Phylautus. And I, fyr, do hope alfo that I ftial not greatly fayle. 

Philomujus &? Philotimus. Syr, this yong man and I do partly 
beare them in mynde, although not fo perfedly and readily as we 
defire. 
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Gnomaticus. Well, to the ende that you fhall the better imprint 
them in your memorie, beholde, I haue put them briefly in wry ting 
as a memoriall, and here I deliuer the fame vnto you, to be put in 
verfe euerie one by himfelf and in fundrie deuice, that you may 
therein take the greater delight, for of all other Artes Poetrie giueth 
greateft aflTiftaunce vnto memorie, fince the verie terminations and 
ceafures doe (as it were) ferue for places of memorie, and helpc the 
m\ nde with delight to carie burthens, which elfe would feeme more 
grieuous : and though it might percafe feeme vnto you, that I do in 
maner ouerlode you with leflbns and enterprifes, yet (hall you herein 
rather find comforte or recreation than any encomberance : let me 
nowe fee who can (hewe himfelfe the pleafanteft Poet in handeling 
therof, and yet you muft alfo therein obferue decorum^ for tryfling al- 
legories or pleafant fygures in ferious caufes are not moft comely. 
God guide you nowe and euer. \Gnofnaticu5 goeth out. 



ASlus tertijy Sccena quarta. 

Phylosarcvs, Phylavtvs, Phylotimvs, Phylomvsvs, 
Ambidexter. 

Philojarchus. 

OH that I had now the vayne which Virgill had in writing of a 
delegable verfe. 
Philomufus. God is good and bountifull, yelding vnto euery man 
that is induftrious the open way to knowledge and fcience, & though 
at firft it feeme difficile, yet with trauell euerie thing is obteyned ; we 
fee the hardeft ftones are pearced with foft droppes of water, where- 
by the mi nde of man may be encouraged to truft, that vnto a willing 
hart nothing is impoffible ; but to performe the charge which is giuen 
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wherefore I defired the excellencie of Virgil in compounding of a 
verfe ? not as they thinke, God knoweth, to conuert our tedious tra- 
ditions there into : for a fmall grace in a verfe wil fcrue for fuch vn- 
pleafant matter, but it was to furnifti me with eloquence for the 
better obteyning of this heauenly dame, whofe remebrance is fweet 
vnto me,.neyther yet am I able to exprefle fuch prayfes as fhe doth 
deferue. ■- Oh, how it delighteih me to behold in myne imagination 
the counterfeyt of her excellent face ! me thinkes the glimfing of her 
eyes haue in it a reflexion farre more vehement than the beames of 
the Sunne it felfe, and the fweetnefle of her heauenly breath fur- 
paflith the fpiceries of Arabia. Oh, that I had (kill to write fome 
worthy matter in commendation of her rare perfections ! furely I wil 
tell you, PhilautuSj I doe both reioyce in your doings, and much 
wonder at your inclination ; I wonder bicaufe I can not perceyue that 
you are any thing moued with afFedion of mynde towards her, and 
yet I reioyce therein, leaft the fame might haue become an hinder- 
ance to my defires : oh, howe only loue will admit no companion. 

Phylautus, Phylo/archuSy you may happely be deceyued in me, 
and therefore I would not wi(h you hereafter to aflFye your felfe in any 
man at the firft acquaintance, but in deede, to confefle a truth vnto 
you, although this gentlewoman be beautifull, yet haue I refreyned 
hitherto to become aflfedbionate on her, as well bycaufe I would therein 
giue place vnto your defire, as alfo bycaufe I haue not perceyued that 
euer fhe lent any glaunce or liking looke towardes me, and as I can 
be content to loue where I finde my felfe eftcemed, fo be you fure 
that I thinke my halfepeny as good flluer as another doth, and (he 
that feemeth not with greedie eye to beholde me, it is verie likely 
that I wil not be ouerhaftie to gaze at her. But to returne vnto the 
purpofc, as you do nowe earneftly defire to get vidorie ouer her 
afl^Aion, fo doe I euery day befeeche of God, that our parentes may 
at laft determine to fcnde vs vnto fome Uniuerfitie, that there the 
varietie of all delightes maye yelde vnto each of vs his contentation. 

Phylo/archus. Alas, and I am of another mynde, for though I 
defire no Icfle than you to be at fome vniuerfitie, yet to lofe the fight 
of my Lamia feemeth no lefle griefe vnto me than if my heart were 
tome out of my bodie. But behold where Ambidexter commeth, my 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



48 The Glajfe of 

mindc giueth me that I fhall heare fome newes by him. How nowe. 
Ambidexter ; what newes ? 

Ambidexter. Good, fyr, and fuch as I dare fay you will be glad of. 

Phylofarchus. And what are thofe ? tell me quickly, I pray thee. 

Ambidexter. Syr, I will tell you ; there came a tatling fellowe to 
your father erewhile, and told him a tale in his eare which feemed to 
like him but a little, what fo euer it was ; where vpon your Father 
mumbled a while as the Cade which cheweth the Cudde, and in the 
ende with a great figh he fayde : Well then, quoth he, there is no 
remedie but fende them with fpeede to the Uniuerfitie : which words 
whe I ouerheard, I fmyled to my felf and thought, by God, and fo 
you may drefle them ; for I dare well fay, they will be the moft ioy- 
full newes that they heard this halfe yeare, and to gratifie you with 
the fame, I came immediately to feeke you out; but where is your 
brother ? 

Phylofarchus. He is gone that way walking ; I pray thee, fol- 
lowe him, and make him pertaker of thefe newes. 

[Ambidexter goeth out. 

Oh, ho we much is Ambidexter deceyued in me at this prefent ? 
No no, I can not fo content my felfe to forget the fweete face 
of that worthy Lady Lamia^ neither can I euer hope to rcioyce, vn- 
lefTe I might be fo happy as to enioy the continuall fight of her 
heauenly countenance ; the vniuerfitie is in deede the place where 
I haue of long time bene defirous to be placed, efpecially for the 
varietie of delights and pleafures which there are dayly exercifed : but 
alas, what needeth the riche man to become a theefe ? or what neede 
I to wander vnto the vniuerfitie for to feeke paftime and pleafiirs, 
when I may euen here in Antwerp without further trauel enioy the 
dayly comfort of fuch confolation ? and if I be not alfo much de- 
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Phylofarchus. Why did (he not then make as fayre femblant 
vnto you ? 

Phylauttts. Marie, bycaufe (he perceyued you to adre(re your 
fclfe moft diredlly vnto her, and there is no woman fo kynde, that 
flie can deale with mo than one at once, but be you fure if I had 
bene there alone, (he would haue lent me as fauourable regard as (he 
fecmed nowe to giue you ; it is the tricke of them all, and therefore 
ncuer fct your mynde fo much thereon ; I warrant you, when we 
come to the Uniuerfitie, we (hall haue ftore of fuch there, and I am 
glad to vnderftande that your father determineth to fende you thether, 
for I am fure that my brother and I (hall accompanie you, (ince our 
fathers haue alwayes bene deiirous that we (hould fpend our youthes 
together. But beholde where our fathers come both together ! let vs 
go in, leaft they efpie vs, and thinke that we loyter here. 



ASius tertijy Sccena quinta. 
Philopaes, Phylocalvs, Fidvs, Gnomaticvs. 

Phylopas. 
CURELY, neyghbor PhylocaluSy I can not blame you though you 
*^ be moued at thcfe tidings, but in things which come contrarie to 
cxpeftation or de(ire, the wifedome of men is beft feen, & therefore 
I would aduife you to forecaft in time howe you may preuent fuch a 
mifchief, for greateft wouds are at the (irfte more eafily cured, than if 
they continue vntill fome aboundance of humour or other accident 
doe hinder the benefite of nature, and furely it grieueth me in maner 
as much as if the like had bene found in myne own (bnne. 

Phylocalus. So haue you great reafon to fay, for your (bnne Phy- 
lautus was there with him alfo, and though the Harlot feemed not to 
lende liking vnto any but my fonne, yet be you out of doubt that being 
in fuch companie, he (hal hardly efcape the fnares of temptation. 

Phylopas. Well, howe fo euer it be, we (hall beft doe to confult 
with their teacher herevpon, and beholde where he commeth. Syr, 
we were about to fende for you, being aduertifed that my neighbors 

II. H 
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fonne Phylojarchus doth haunt a verie difhoneft houfe in this towne, 
and my fonne Phylautus hath alfo ben there in company with him, 
the which giueth vs iuft occafion to lament, & moft glad we would be 
to deuife fome comfort in tyme, fince the thing hath (as yet) bene of 
no long continuance. Wherefore we befeech you to deale faithfiilly 
with vs, and to declare if you haue feene any fuch behauiour or 
likelyhood in them, and furthermore to aduife vs which way we 
might bcft redrefle this mifhappe betimes. 

Gnomaticus, Sir, to declare of your fonnes behauiour, trewly I 
haue neuer feene any thing to miflclyke of them, neyther could I 
euer perceiue that they were flowe in apprehending myne enftruc- 
tions, but rather more forward then their brethren ; true it is that here 
came one to me in name of the Markgraue, faying that he was thcyr 
kinfeman and very defirous to fee them, wherevpon I did willingly 
giue them leaue, and when they came ther they fay that the meflenger 
mifletooke the matter, and ftiould haue gone to fome other fchollers. 
But doubtles my mind giueth me, that if they haue bene allured to 
any euill company, it hath bene by that fame fellow which came to 
mee on that meflage. 

Phylop^es. Do you not know him, or what his name is ? 

Gnomaticus, I do not knowe him, but he faid that hys name was 
Eccho. 

Phylocalus, Eccho? Nay, then, you haue not iudged amifle, for 
it is one of the lewdeft fellowes in this towne, a common Parafite 
and a fcducer of youth. 

Gnomaticus. Surely, my harte did not greately like him at the firft 
fight, but fince thinges done cannot be vndone, I lyke well that you 
ftiould (according to your owne deuife) prouide in time before they 
wade deeper in fuch enterprifes, and to fpeake mine opinion, you may 
doe wel to fend them vnto fome Uniuerfitv, before thev haue further 
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for any exercife of the liberall fciences, wherein they are fo wel entred, 
and haue bene fo throughly trained, as there lacketh nothing but con- 
uenient place where they might proceede in Lx)gike and fuch lyke. 

Phylofas. And me thinkes we might better doe to enfourme the 
Markgraue who, vppon fuch meanes as we fhall make, may banifh 
the harlot with her traine out of the City, and may alfo punifti the 
parafite for fo entyfing the younge men. 

Gnomaticus. 1 graunt you that all this maye be done very well ; but 
then you are to confider, that the hartes of young men are often- 
times fo ftout, that they can not abide publiquely to heare of a faulte, 
the which (being priuatlie and gentlely admonifhed) they woulde per- 
aduenture willingly amend : and great difference there is betweene 
children and young men, for in childhoode all puniftiment is terrible, 
but in floriftiing youth cuery punifhment may not be vfed, but dif- 
cretion muft forefee what kynde of puniftiment wil moft preuaile and 
beft gayne reformation in the mind of the offender. Wherefore myne 
aduice flioud be that you fend them to fome Uniuerfitie, and as neare 
as you can forfee to place them with fuch a Tutor as may alwaies 
haue an eye to their exercifes, and may haue efpeciall care how they 
fhall beflow their vacant tymes. For idlenefTe is the caufe of many 
euils in youth, whereas beeing occupied or exercifed in any thing that 
is vertvous or commendable, they fhall not haue fo great occafion to 
thinke of vanities. 

Phylocalus. All that is true, but what Uniuerfitie do you thinke 
meetefl ? 

Gnomaticus. For mine owne opinion I lyke Doway very well, 
bothe for that it is neare, and from thence you maye allwayes within 
fhorte tyme be aduertifcd, and alfo becaufe I do knowe very learned 
and faythfull men there, and herewithall it is but a lyttle Towne, and 
the Uniuerfytie but lately erefted, wherby the roote of euill hath 
hctherto had leafl fkope, and exercife hath beene (and is) the more 
flreightly obferued. ^ 
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Gnomaticus. Truely I can tell you of two or three which are both 
faythful and carefull of their charge, but to aflure you in fuch fort as 
you require were verie hard to do, fythens no Tutor can vfe fuch 
vygilant induftrie but that fometimes he may be deceiued, neuerthe- 
lefle I know them to be carefull. 

Phylocalus. Well, for my part I can be content to folow your ad- 
uife, & what thinke you, neighbour Phylopas ? 

Phylopas. I do lykwife agree to as much as hath been fayd. 

Gnomaticus. Well then, marke yet a little furder myne entent ; I 
would thinke good that the yong men themfelues ihould not knowc 
therof vntyll the Jorney were prepared and they redye to depart ; 
and my meaning is this : in fo doing you (hall antycypate all occafions 
that they might haue to conferre with lewde company, who parad- 
uenture would not fpare to follow and accompany them wherefoeuer 
they go. 

Phylocalus, Surelie that is well confidered, and therefore, neighbour, 
I pray you geue ftreight charge vnto your feruant, lead he do bewray 
our entent herein. 

Phylopas. Sirha, do you heare ? not one worde, for your lyfe, of 
that which we haue here communed together. 

Fidus, Sir, I truft you haue neuer hetherto found me flacke to do 
that which I haue ben commaunded, nor rafh to dyfolofe any thing 
which I thought might dyfpleafe you. 

Phylocalus. Well, I pray you, let vs go together vnto my houfe, 
and there let vs more at large debate this matter. 

Phylopas. Go we where beft liketh you. 



AEius tertij^ Sdena fexta. 

Phylomvsvs, Phylotimvs. 
Phylomufus. 
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lers, were it no more but to vfe eache others aduife and opinion in fuch 
thinges as they (hall vndertake : and though in compiling of verfes 
all company is comberfome, yet when the fame are made and finifhed, 
then is it a (inguler comfort to haue a companion with whom (as with 
thy felfe) thou maift be bold to confer for iudgement. And behold, 
wher Phylotimus commeth in good time. 

Phylotymus, PhylomufuSy I haue finifted the charge which our 
enftruifter gaue vs in verfe, & I would be glad to haue your opinion 
therein. 

Phylomufus. Hee telles the tale that I (hould haue told. [AJide. 

Phylotimus. I pray you, giue eare a while, and I will reade vnto 
you what I haue done therin. 

Phylomufus. With right good will, Phylotimus : reade them I pray 
you. 

Phylotimus. Giue eare, then ; but firft I muft thus much declare 
vnto you. I haue no more but conueied in to verfe the very briefe 
which our Matter deliuered vs in profe, adding neither dilatations, 
allegories, nor examples : and thus it is. 

FEARE God alwais whofe might is mott, & ioyn thy feare with 
loue. 
Since ouer all his worthy workes his mercie ftandes aboue. 
In him thou mayft likewife be bold to put thy trutt alwaie. 
Since he is iuft and promyfe keepes, his truth cannot decay. 

Giue care vnto his Minifters, which do his worde profefle, 
Diidayne them not due reuerence, their place deferues no lefle. 
And loue them eke with hartie loue, bicaufe they feede thee ftill 
With heauenly foode, wheron thy foule his hungrie hart may fill. 

Then, next to God, true honor giue to Gods anoynted king. 
For he is Gods lieutenant here in euerie earthly thing : 
His power comes from heauen aboue, the which thou mutt obay, 
And loue him fince he doth proted thy life in peace alway. 

To Magiftrates in their degrees thou muft like duties beare, 
Loue, honor, and obedience, fince they betoken heare 
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The maieftie, and reprefent the king him felfe in place, 

And beare his fword, & maintayn peace, and deeme ech doutfull cafe. 

Be thanlcefull to the countrey foyle, wherein thou haft beene bred. 
Defend it alwaies to the death, therefore thy life is led : 
And feeke by all thy fkill and powre to do fuch deedes therin, 
As may therto fome profit yeld, fo Ihalt thou honor win. 

To elders for their hoarie heares thou (halt do reuerence. 
And loue them, fince they councell thee in euery good pretence : 
Defend them eke bicaufe they be, as feeble (for their might), 
As ftout and ftrong in good aduice againft the flefh to fight. 

Thy father and thy mother both, with other parents mo, 
Thou (halt in honor ftill efteeme, for God commandeth fo : 
And loue them as they tended thee in cradle and in kind : 
Releiue their age (if it haue neede), for duety fo doth bind. 

Thus (halt thou beare thy felf alwaies, if y° wilt profper wel ; 
And from thy felfe if thou defire all mifchiefe to expell. 
The kepe thy felf both chart & clean in deed & eke in thought. 
Embrace the good, & leaue y bad, for thou art dearely bought. 
Thou art the Temple of the Lord, which muft be vndefilde, 
More dere to him the Teples are, which mortall me do build. 
And fince he caft fro Teple once, which was but lime & ftone, 
The biers and the fellers both, & bad them thence be gon. 
How much more the wil he require y' y'* (huldft kepe thy felfe 
Both clean & pure from fylthy fin, much worfe the worldly pelf: 
Be holy the, & kepe thefe words in mind both night & day 
For fo be fure that god himfelf thy ftagring fteppes wil ftay. 

Finis quoth Philotimus. 

Thus haue you now (eene, PhilomufuSy my fimple (kill in poetry, and I 
pray you tell me your opinion therein. 

Phylomufus. Surely, Phylolimus^ I like your verfes verie well, for 
they are compendious : and to be playne with you, I haue lykewife 
framed a verfe or poeme vpon y fame matter; marie, I haue fome what 
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more dilated and enlarged euerie pointy but fuch as it is^ I will like- 
wife craue your opinion therein. 

Phylotimus. With right good will : I pray you reade them. 

Phylomufus. 

THE man that meanes by grace him felfe to guyde, 
And fo to lyue, as God may lead ofFende : 
Thefe leflbns learne, and let them neuer Aide 
^ From out his mynde, what euer he pretende. 

Since God is greate and fo omnipotent, God. 

As nothing can withftand his mighty powre, 
He muft be fearde, lead if his wrath he bent, 
We perifh all, and wither lyke a flowre. 

Yet with fuch feare we muft him loue lykewife, Lo^e. 

Synce he hath ftore of mercyes in his hand, 
And more delights that Sinners ftiuld aryfe. 
Then ftill to fall, and neuermore to ftand. 

In him alfo we maye be bolde to truft, Truft. 

In him we may put all our confidence : 
For he is true, and of his promife iuft : 
He neuer fayles the pyth of his pretence. 

His Minifters, and fuch as prech his word, Minifter. 

Becaufe they be from him (to teach vs) fent. 
We fhuld to them giue ear with one accord, Audiecc 

And learne their lore, which leads vs to repent. 

All reuerence to them ftialbe but due, Rcuciece. 

As well becaufe their office fo requires. 
As there with all, becaufe there doth enfue 
A iuft rewarde to humble mennes defires. 

And loue them eke with faft and faithfuU loue, Loue. 

Becaufe they feed thy foule with heaucnlie bread 
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King. 
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Which cannot moulde, nor from thy mouth remoue, 
Untill thou haue thy fill there on yfed. 

Next God the king doth challeng fecond place. 
And him we muft both honor and obay, 
Becaufe he hath (from God aboue) his grace. 
And is viceroy^ on earth to beare the fway. 

Yet as with hart we ihall him honor yeld. 
And muft obay what he commaunds with feare : 
So loue him eke, bicaufe he is our ftiield. 
And doth proteft our life in quiet here, 

Lykc duties do to Magiftrates belong, 
Becaufe they beare the fworde, and reprefent 
The king him felfe, & righten euerie wrong. 
And mainteine peace with all their whole entent 

Unto the foyle, wherin we foftred were. 
We muft alwaies be thankeful children found : 
And in defence therof we muft not feare 
To venture life, as we by birth be bound. 

For to that ende our life to vs was lent. 

And therewith all we ought the fame t'aduaunce, 

And do fuch deedes as may be pertinent 

To profit it, and eke our felues enhance. 

The filuer heares of Elders euery where 
Clayme reuerence, as due therto by right 
Their graue aduife and precepts which we leare 
Doth challeng loue, the fame for to requit. 

Their weake eftate, when force is gon and paft. 
Doth craue defence of fuch as yet be ftrong : 
Since they defend the force of fortunes blaift 
From weakeft wytts, which harken to their fong. 

The parents, they which brought vs vp in vouth, 
Muft honord be, fince God commaundeth fo : 



Digitized by 



Google 



Gouernement. 57 

And fynce therby a gratious gyftc enfewth, 
Euen longe to lyue in earth whereon we go. 

They ought lykewife our harty loues to haue, Loue. 

As they loued vs in cradle when we laye : 
And brake their fleepes our fely lyfe to faue. 
When of our felues we had no kind of ftay. 

And if they neede in age when ftrength is gone, Reieifc. 

We ought releeue the fame with all our powre : 
We fhould be greeud, when as wee heare them grone 
And wayle their wantes, and helpe them euerie howre. 

And he that thus can well direft his waves, ^^ ^^^^ 

And keepe himfefe in chaft and holy life, " ' 

Shall pleafe the Lord, & (hall prolong his dayes 

In quiet ftate, proteded ft ill from ftryfe. 

Be holie thus, and Hue in good accord, o^^ 

Since men on earth are Temples to the Lord. Temple. 

Thus may you fee, Thylotimusy that one felfe fame thing may be 
handled fundrie wayes, and now I pray you tell me your opinion, as 
I haue told you myne. 

Phylotimus. Surely, FhylomufuSy your verfes do pleafe mee much 
better then mine owne, and verie glad I am that wee haue eche of vs 
fo well accompliflied our dueties, nothyng doubting but that our 
cnftruAer will alfo like the fame accordingly : & now, if you thinke 
good, let vs go in and prefent the fame, when foeuer hee fhall thynke 
good to demaund it. 

Phylomujus. With right good will go you on & I wil folow. 

The Third Chorus. 
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Yet are they found but feldome (weete of fmell ; 
So vices brag, but vertue beares the Bell. 

The prauncing fteede can feldome hold his flefh, 
The hotteft greyhound leaues the courfe at length. 
The fineft Silkes do feeld continue frefhe. 
The fatteft men may fayle fometymes of ftrength : 
Such deepe deceiptes in faire pretence are founde. 
That vices lurke where vertue feemes t'abound. 

A Spanifti tricke it hath ben counted oft 

To feeme a thing, yet not defire to be : 

Like humble bees, which fly all dayes aloft, 

And taft the flowers that faireft are to fee : 

But yet at euen, when all thinges go to reft, 

A foule cowe fliarde (hall then content them beft. 

Well, yet fuch bees, bycaufe they make great noife. 
And are withall of fundry pleafaunt hewes : 
Bee moft efteemd alwayes by common voyce. 
And honourd more then Bees of better thewes : 
So men likewife, which beare the braueft Showe, 
Are held for beft, and crowched-to full lowe. 

But vertue flie, which dwelles in fecret thought. 
Makes good the feede, what euer be the fmell : 
Though outward glofe fometimes do feeme but nought. 
Yet inward ftufi^e (of vertue) doth excell : 
For like a ftone moft worthy to efteeme. 
It loues to be, much better then to feeme. 

Phylautus heere and Philofarchus eke 

Did feeme at firft more forward then the reft : 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 




Gouernement. 59 

ASius quartij Saena prima. 
Phylopaes, Phylocalvs, Gnomaticvs. 

Phylop^es. 

HAUE for my parte fet al thinges in redynefle for my 
Sonnes departure, and if my neighbour haue done the 
lyke, they fliall departe immcdiatly ; but behold where 
he commeth. How now, fir? what haue you done or 
diipatched ? 

Phylocalus. All thinges neceflary for my Sonnes are in rcady- 
nefle ; and you, what haue you done ? 

Phylopaes. Doubt you not of my diligence, I am ready, were it 
within this houre ; but I would be glad to talke with Maifter Gnoma- 
iicuSj as well to vie his aduife as alu> to haue his letters of commen- 
tion vnto fome faithfull Tutor at the Uniuerfity: and looke where 
he commeth in hade. 

Gnomaticus, Gentlemen, I haue founde you both in good houre, 
and I would wifh you to difpatch the younge men your fonnes with 
all conuenient ipeede, for the thing which you fufpeded is doubtlefle 
too true. 

Phylocalus. And how knowe you ? 

Gnomaticus. I will tell you, fir ; eare while, aflbone as I departed from 
you, I examined the al concerning a tafke which I had giuen them, 
and that was to put in vcrfe a briefe memoriall of the chiefe poyntcs 
wherein I did enftrud them, and I found that Phylomufus and Phyh- 
timus (whom I thought not fo quicke of capacity as the other) had 
done the fame very well : on that other fide, I founde Phylautus and 
Phylojarchus to haue done there in nothing at all, and marueyling at 
their ftraunge and vnaccuftomed flackeneflfe, I fearched them vppon 
fuch fufpicion as I had conceyued, and founde that Phylojarchus had 
ipent the time in wryting of louing fonets, and Phylautus had alfo 
made veHes in praife of Marfhiall feates and pollycies. 
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Phylocalus. O God, and haue you not puniihed them accord- 
ingly ? 

Gnomaticus. As for that, fir, be you contented ; there is time for all 
thinges, and prefently in my iudgement you could deuife no punifh- 
ment which would fo much greeue them as to departe from this 
Citie ; hereafter I doubt not but to deuife the meanes that both they 
(halbe rebuked as appertaineth (though they be out of my handes), 
and the caufers of thefe mifchieues may alio chaunce to heare thereof, 
when they thinke it quite forgotten ; but at thys point wee will hold 
no longer difcourfe therein, onely prepare for your Sonnes departure 
to the Uniuerfity. 

Phylopas. The chiefe thing wherevpon wee ftay hath bene both 
to vfe your aduife and to defire you that you will take paines to 
wryte your letters vnto fome faithful Tutor there, who may both 
rebuke them for that which is paft and haue care to gouerne them 
better in tyme to come. 

Gnomaticus. Mine aduife you haue heard already, and touching 
the letters which you require, they are in maner ready, for I had fo 
determined before you required me ; and now, if it pleafe you to walke 
vnto my lodging, wee will from thence di(patch them before they 
heare any further newes of the matter. 

Phylocalus. Go we with good will. [Exeunt. 



AEius quarti^ Sccena fecunda. 
EccHo alone. 

IT is a wonderous matter to fee the force of loue, fauing your 
reuerence. I dare fay the Lady Lamia^ fince fhe faw this young 
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the gcx)d documentes of that vertuous olde Lady her Aunte. I 
warrant you it would be long before that Meffalina would dye for 
loue. Tuih, tufti, (hall I tell you ? It is folly to ftand meditating of 
thefe matters ; euery man for him felfe and I for one ; thefe yonkers 
Ihall pay for the roft, and Ecchoy by your leaue, will take part of the 
cofte; but beholde where commeth doughty 'Dicke. Howe now, 
Richard^ what newes ? \T>icke Drom commeth in. 

ASius quartt^ Sctena tenia. 

DicKE Dr,om9 Eccho. 

Bicke. 

WHAT newes? mary, Phylojarchus hath fent a fat breft of 
veale, a capon, a dofen of pigeons, a couple of rabets, and a 
ftoupe of wine vnto the lady Pandarinas houfe, and promifedi to be 
there at fupper to talke more of the matter which you wot of. 

Eccho. And hath he fent no more ? 

Dicke. Why, is not that well for a footeman ? By our lady, fir, 
it doth me good to thinke what cheare I wil make with the leauinges, 
and wotte you what ? Be you fure hee (hall lacke no cleane trenchers, 
for afibne as he hath laide a good morfell before him, Dicke wilbe at 
an inche with a cleane plate to profFer him. 

Eccho. Well faid, DickCy and I trowe that I will fkinke in his 
cuppes as faft on the other fide, but heare me, Dicke : as for thefe 
matters neyther of vs both will bee to feeke, but there are other 
thinges to be remembred which are of more weighty confideration, 

Dicke. And what, I pray thee ? 

Eccho. Marie, thou muft marke whenfoeuer he cafteth a glaunce 
at the Lady Lamia, and round him in the eare, faying : beware, fir, 
how you look, leaft her Aunt efpie you. And again, if he fpeake a 
word wherein he feemeth himfelf to take pleafure, extoU him ftreight 
with praife, and fay that Brabant hath to fewe fuch bloodes as hee. 
Lykewife feeme to whet Lamia forward, as though fliee (hewed not 
curtefie enough. The(e and a thoufand fuch other knackes muft be 
deuyfed and pradifed, to make him come off, and whatfoeuer he 
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giueth thee let vs fhare betweene vs, for I promife thee, Dickc^ by the 
faith of a true BurgondyanCy I will be as true to thee as thy coate is 
to thy backe, 

Dicke. By the mafle, EcchOy and that is true enough, for it hath 
cleft fo long to my flioulders, that a lowfe can not well clyme the 
clyfFes thereof without a pitchforke in her hand. But I truft maifter 
Philofarchus fees will be fufficient to fet both thee and me a-floate, 
and make vs as braue as the beft. 

Eccho. Tuflie, as for that matter, if he do not, another fliall : hee 
were wyfe enough that would leane altogether vnto one bough in 
thefe dayes ; no, no, Dicke, be ruled by Eccho, and I warrant thee wee 
two will Hue, howe (beuer the world wagge ; haft thou not often heard 
that change of pafture maketh fatte calues ? 

Dicke. Ha, ha, ha, by God, and well fayde ; but who commeth 
yonder ? 

Eccho. Ha ? mary, it is the olde Phylop^y and his neighbour 
Phylocalus; what is the matter, trow ye ? let vs ftand afide and heare 
their taike a while. 

Dycke. Beft of all, ftand clofe. 



ASius quartiy Sctena quarta. 

Phylopaes, Phylocalvs, Phyla vtvs, Phylomvsvs, Phylo- 
SARcvs, Phylotimvs, Gnomaticvs, Ambidexter. 

Phylopas. 

SINCE tyme is the greateft treafure which God lendeth vs, and yet 
he doth but lend vs the fame to the end that we (hould well 
employe it, it ftialbe therefore the bounden duty of euery man fo to 
beftowe the fame, as may returne to moft commodity and profitte. 
And fince your enftrudler heere doth commend your towardnes much 
more (I feare) then you deferue, it feemeth that wee (hould haue loft 
time in longer deteyning you from the Uniuerfity, & therfore we 
haue prepared (as you fee) to fend you thither, trufting that you will 
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there vfe fuch diligence as may be to the profit of your Countrey and 
for your own aduancementes. The which to perfourmc, I befeech 
the Father of Heauen that he will alwayes giue you the fpirit of wife- 
dome, and powre his grace vppon you continually. 

Pbylautus. Sir, it (hall become vs to obey whatfoeuer you com- 
maunde, although in very deed the fodaine of our departure feemeth 
fbmewhat ftraunge vnto me, but it becommeth me not to be en- 
quifitiue thereof; and in deed, for mine owne part, there is nothing 
which could better content me then to go vnto the Uniuerfity. 

Phylocalus. Phylo/archuSy you and your Brother ihall alfo accom- 
pany my neighboures Sonnes here to Doway^ for fince you haue 
hitherto bene brought vp togither, I thinke not meete now to parte 
you. Wherefore I charge you that you fo behaue your felf, as I may 
alwayes heare that you be diligent and ftudious, fince that is the 
meane to bring you vnto cftimation. 

Pbylqfarcbus. As touching my diligence, I truft that I haue neuer Munnuren 
yet bene behmde any of my companions, but this fodaine of our de- f^^J^^*"* 
parture feemeth to proceede of fome alteration in your minde, the proue wei. 
which I haue not deferued. It had bene a fmal matter to haue had 
three or foure dales refpitte and leafure to prepare our felues, and to 
haue bidden our friendes farewell ; I thinke no mens children are thus 
fet out. 

. Phylocalus. As for your preparation, all thinges are made ready 
for you, and your friendes (halbe gladder to fee your retourn home 
again learned then they would haue bene penfiue to departe with you. 

Gnomaticus. My welbeloued, fince it pleafeth your parentes thus 
to difpofe your ioumey, I cannot otherwyfe doe but commend you to 
the tuition of almighty GOD, whom I befeech nowe and euer to 
guide you by his grace, and I exhorte you for Gods fake, that you 
beare well in minde the preceptes which I haue giuen you, aflTuring 
my felfe that ruling your aftions by that meafure, you fhalbne 
acceptable to GOD, pleafing to the world, profitable to your felues, 
and comfortable to your parentes. 
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mcntcs, hoping by Gods grace fo to employ our tyme, and fo to 
contynue in the tracke which you haue trodden vnto vs, that you 
fhall alwayes commend our diligence and good will. 

Phylocalus. Sirha, are the wagons ready, and is their cariage 
therein placed with all thinges conuenient ? 

Ambidexter. Yea, fir, all thinges are difpatched. 

Phylocalus. Then go your wayes with them, and the Father of 
Heauen be their guide and yours now & euer. 

Gnomaticus. Fellow mine, you muft deliuer me this letter when 
you come to Doway according to the fuperfcription thereof. 

Ambidexter. It flialbe done, fir, God willing. 

[The young men kneele dawn. 

Phylopas. The God of peace vouchfafe to blefle you now and euer. 

Phylocalus. And giue you grace to become his faithful! feruauntes. 
Amen. 

Gnomaticus. My well beloued, I befeech the Heauenly Father to 
graunt you a profperous iourney, and well to beftowe your time nowc 
and euer. [Phylautus, Phylomu/uSj PhyloJarchuSy Phylotimus 

and Fidus departe. 
Did you not perceiue that onely the two elder feemed to grudge and 
repugne ? it is a merueloufe matter ; they two are of an excellent 
capacitie, and able to beare away in manner more then can be layd 
to their charge, but an old faying hath beene Chi troppo abbraccia niente 
tiene. Well now, it ftial not be amifle if wee confult of our afiayrs 
here at home ; for as for them take you no doubt, they ftial vndcr- 
ftand at Dowayey wherefore they were fent fo foone from Antwerpe^ 
& becaufe in all thinges Secrefie is a great furderaunce, it fhalbe beft 
that we draw our felues apart vnto one of your houfes, where we 
may more commodioufly confer vpon that which is to be done here. 

Phylocalus. I lyke your counlell well, &, when it pleafeth you, 
let vs QQ to mv houfe. 
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ABus quarti^ Sccena quinta. 
EccHo and Dyck Droom. 

Eccho. 

UELLOW Rychard^ how like you this geare ? 
A Bick. Marie, friend Eccho^ I lyke it but a little. 

Eccho. And why, I pray you ? 

Dyck. Why, quoth you ? marie, becaufe I am forie that fuch a 
fweete moHell is plucked out of my mouth. 

Eccho. And I am glad that I ftial feede my fill on fuch a fweete 
moriell, for fince there is now no remedie, but thefe younkers mufte 
needs bee gone, God bee with them. Dyck and Ecchoy with the 
Ladies, will eate & drinke as freelie for their fake, as if they were 
here prefent ; and heare me, Dyck^ if they had beene here, wee (hould 
haue beene fayne to wayte on the table, and to bee contented with 
their leauings after fupper, whereas now wee wilbe fo bold as to fit 
downe with the reft, fince we be, as thou well knoweft, of houfholde 
with that good gentlewoman, and, by our Ladye, I was neuer fo 
deintyly brought vp but I could eat a bote Capon afwell and as 
iauorly as a cold mefi!e of porage, efpeciallie where the bread & 
drinke is good. 

Dyck. All this I confefli alfo to be good & found doftrine, but 
yet it greeueth me to thinke that wee haue loft fo good cuftomers, 
which might haue continued fuch banquits often times. 

Eccho. Tufh, Dycky hold thy peace ; if we haue not them, we 
fliall haue others as good as they ; thou mayft bee fure that, as long 
as Lamia continueth bewtifull, fhe fliall neuer be without Sutors ; 
and when the Crowes feete groweth vnder her eye, why then no 
more adoe but enfineuate thy lelfe with fuch another. Yea, and in 
the meane time alfo, it fhould be no bad councell, if a man had foure 
or fiue fuch hauntes in ftore, that euermore when one houfe is on 
fweeping, another Ipytte may cry creake at the fire : ftore is no fore, 
as the prouerbe faith, and now adayes the broker which hath but one 
bargaine in hand may chaunce to weare a thred bare coate. 

II. K 
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Dyck. Sayft thou fo, Eccho ? and I promyfe thee I had fuch a 
lyking to this young man that I was partly in mynd to haue followed 
him to Doway. 

Eccho. To Doway ? nay, get me further from Antwarpey then I 
may fee the fmoke of the chymnies, and they haue good lucke. 
Tufh, tufh, Doway is a pelting towne packed full of poore Skollers, 
who thinke a payre of caft hoien a greate rewarde ; but Antwarp for 
my money. I tell yee trueth, there are not many townes in Europe 
that mainteyne more iollytie then Antwarpe ; but behold where the 
Markgraueand his officers come: I wilbe gone; I like not the finell 
of them. 

Dick. By the mafle, neither I ; they are going to caft off fome 
bloodhound to feeke a vagabond or fome like chafe, and let them 
hunt tyll theyr hartes ake, lo I bee once out of their fight firft. 

[They run a fide. 

AEIus quarti^ Sccenafexta. 

Severvs the Markgrave, with the officers. 

MUCH is the mind of man dcceiued which thinketh that rulers 
& officers haue the merieft Hues ; for, although it feeme vnto 
fome men a fweete thing to comaunde, yet whofoeuer copareth the 
burde of fuch cares as are infidet vnto his office vnto the lightnes of 
the pleafure which cometh by commaundement, he flial find that 
much greater is the payne of that one then the profit of that other. 
For what pleafure redoundeth vnto an honeft minde to pronounce 
fentence of death vpon an offendor ? or what profit arifeth by punifh- 
ing of malefacftors ? but, on that other fide, what griefe wanteth where 
a quiet mynde is encombred with gouernment ? what howre of the day 
is exempt from toyle? in the morning the preafe of Suters at the 
chamber dore do breake the fweeteft fleepe ; the reft of the forenoone 
is lyttle enough for the ordynarie howres of courtes and decydyng of 
contentions ; at diner you fliall hardly dyfgeft your meate without 
fome fauce of complaynts or informations, wherin lykewyfe the reft 
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of the day muft be occupied ; and the night fufiyzeth not to forecaft 
what polityke conftitucions are needful to be deuifed or renewed for 
to meete with the dayly praftices and inuentiones of Icwde perfones : 
So that in fine thyne office will neither fufFer thee to fleep, nor yeld 
thee contentmet when thou art awake, neither geue thee leaue to eate 
in quiet^ nor permit thee to follow thine owne profitte when thou art 
fafting. I fet a fide to declare what trade of other priuat gaynes a 
man muft omit when he is in audhority ; but well fayd the phylofo- 
pher, which concluded that we are not borne onely for our felues, but 
parte our contrey alfo doth chalenge. Well, goodfellowes, one of 
you fhal go to Saincfte Mighells, and there, at a howfe with a red 
lattyce, you fhall finde an old baude called Pandarina and a yong 
dam/ell called Lamia; take them both, and carie them to the coupe, 
gcuing charge that they be fafely kept vntill my further dyredion be 
known 5 and another of you fhall feek out Eccho the parafite : al men 
know him wel enough, take him and bring him to mee. 

[/Jf departethj as the Skoolemafter cometh in. 



AEius quarti^ Sdena feptima. 
Gnomaticvs, Nvntivs. 

Gnomaticus. 

IF none other thing were required in a faythfull enftrucSlor but onely 
that he fliould teach his fchollers grammer or fuch other fciences, 
then with lefler trauaile might wee attayne vnto perfecSlion, fythens 
grammer and all the liberal Sciences are by traditions left vnto vs in 
fiich fort that, without any greate difficultie, the doubt thereof may 
be refolved; but the Schoole Mafter which careth for none other 
thing but onely to make his fchollers lerned, may in fome refpeft be 
compared to the horfecourfer, which onelie careth to feede his horfe 
fat, and neuer delighteth to ryde him, manage him, or make him 
handfome; and when fuch palfryes come to iorneyne, they are 
comonly fo prouander-proude, that they praunce at the fyrft exceed- 
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ingly, but being put to a long ioumey or feruice, they melt their 
owne greace, and are not able to endure trauaile. Euen fb y^ mindes 
of yong men, being onely trained in knowledge of artes, and neuer 
perfwaded in points of moral reformation, become often times ib 
prowde & fo headie, that they are caried rather away with a vaine 
imagination of their owne excellency then fetled in y* refolutions 
which might promoote them vnto dignitie; and, wandring fo in a 
vayne glorious oppinion of their owne wit, they do, as it were, fouder 
and caft them felues in their own halter. Such haue fiidrie philofb- 
phers bin in time paft, who haue fo far gone on pilgrimage in their 
owne peeuifti conceits, y* they haue not fhamed, by a vaine (hew 
of learning, to defend fuch proportions as feeme moft rediciilous & 
eftranged from reafon. Anaxagoras defeded that fnow was black, 
and yet was accompted a philofopher of greate grauitie & iudgement. 
Pherecydes prognofticated y* an earthquake was at hand, becaufe he 
faw the water drawen out of a fountayne, and yet was he the Matter 
of PythagoraSy & accompted a profound phylofopher. Protagoras 
alfo affirmed that me might well affirme all that to bee true which 
vnto them feemed true. And infinite others might bee reherfed 
whofe opinionate iudgementes did eclipfe the reft of their comendable 
capacitie, wherupon alfo hath fprong the damnable opinio of Atheyfts. 
For the mind of man is fo heauenlie a thing, and of fuch rare exccl- 
lecie, that it alwaies worketh, and can not be idle. And if with the 
quicknes of conceyt it be tempred by a modeft moderation, to haue 
regard vnto vertue and moralitie, then proueth it both goodly & 
godly ; wheras if it run on hedlong, only led by natural cofiderations 
of caufes, it may proue admirable for fome paffing quallitie, but it 
feldome is feene commendable or allowed for perfeftion. The con- 
fidcration wherof hath ofte moued me rather to enftruft youth by a 
orefcribed order out of erods own word the to nuzzle the ouer deepelv 
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their own default. Oh how perillous is lewde company vnto young- 
men ! Well, I haue deuifed yet a meane whcrby both the Parafites 
here may bee pxmilhed and the youngmen may alfo be rebuked at 
DowiTf : in fuch fort, that their fbdain feperation may prcuent all 
meanes to efcape it, and yet that one, being ignorant of that others 
puniihment, fliall neuer grudge or fnuffe at the fame. And Phylop^Sy 
with his neighbour Phylocalus^ promifed me care while to put my 
deuife in execution. I long to heare what may be done therin, for 
ftill I feare me leaft the crafty Parafite fliould get knowledge thereof, 
and fo both efcape himfelf and further enfeft fome other with newe 
deuifes. But who is this that commeth heere in fuch hafte ? 

Nuntius. Good lord, what a world is this ! Juftice, quoth he ? 
mary this is Juftyce in deed of the new fafhion. 

Gnomaticus. And what Juftice, good fellow, I pray thee ? 

Nuntius. Naye, none at all. Sir, but rather open wronge; an 
honeft old gentlewoman, with her kinfwoman, are commaunded to 
the coupe, onely becaufe they fuffered an honeft youngman, and 
Sonne to a welthy Burgher, to fuppe with them yeftemight ; and a 
good fellowe, which is well knowen here in the City, and hath dwelt 
here thefe feuen yeares paft, is alfo caft in prifon bicaufe he ferued 
them at fupper. I haue feldome heard of fuch rigor vfed, efpecially 
fince they proffer good furetyes to bee alwayes forth comming vntill 
iheir behauiour be tryed. 

Gnomaticus. Well, good fellow, fpeake reuerently of the Magif- 
trates ; peraduenture there was fome further matter therein then thou 
art aware of; but when was it done ? 

Nuntius. Euen now, fir, I doe but come from thence. 

Gnomaticus. This geare hath bene pollitiquely vfed, and I will go 
fee how it is come to paiTe, for thefe are euen thofe lewd com- 
panions which feduced my fchollers. Good fellow, gramercy for thy 
tydinges. [Exit. 

Nuntius. Why ? Do they lyke him fo well ? I holde a grote 
the parties are not halfe fo well pleafed therewythj but I wil go 
further, vntil I may declare them vnto fome pitifull minde which, 
moued with compafiion, may fpeak vnto the Markgraue in their 
behalfe. 

Finis Alius ^arti. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



70 The Glajfe of 

The fourth Chorus. 

THE toiling man, which tilles his ground with greateft paine. 
Hath not alway fuch crops theron as yeeld him greateft gain ; 
Nor he the faireft houfe which laies thereon moft coft. 
Since many chips of chance may fall, to proue fuch labours loft. 
In vaine men build their fortes with ftone, with lyme and fand, 
Unlefle the fame be founded firft with Gods owne mighty hand. 
Though Paule himfelf did plant, whofe trauelles did not ceafe. 
And then Apollo watred eake, yet God did giue encreafe : 
The grace of God it is whereon good gyftes muft growe. 
And lacke of God his grace it is which makes them lye full lowe. 
How often haue bene feene, both watch and ward well kept. 
And yet into the ftrongeft holdes hath treafon lightly lept ! 
The heedieft hen that is the puttocke oft beguiles ; 
Such wolues do walke in wethers felles y* Lambes miftruft no wiles. 
The fox can preach fometimes, but then beware the geefe, 
For feldome failes a theeui(h hand but that it takes a fleefe. 
The deuill hath many men to gather in his rentes, 
And euery man hath fundrie meanes to bring vs to their bents. 
Some puffe vs vp with pride, and fome fet men aloft. 
Whereby the moft by princely pompe forget themfelues full oft. 
Some giue vs worldly good, and fome giue beauties grace. 
That one breedes care, y* other luft, which train vs to their trace. 
In fine and to conclude, what minde of man defires 
That fame the deuil can fet to fale, which ftil maintains his fires. 
Beholde GnomaticuSy which learnedly had taught 
His fchollers here fuch good preceptes as were with wifedome fraught : 
And therewithall did care to fee them fpend their time 
In exercife that might be good, and cleane deuoide of crime. 
But then behold felfe loue and fparkes of filthv luft. 
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ASius quintiy Sccena prima. 
Dick Droom alone. 

LY, if you play fuch play, fare well altogyther ; of all 
weapons I can not abyde diefe filuer daggers ; I, with a 
mace, quoth you! I will not ftand one blowe with a 
mace. They haue caught my fellowe Ecchoy but I pro- 
mife them they fliall haue good lucke if they catch me. You will fay 
that I ought not fo to leaue Eccho in the bryers ; in deed we were 
{wome brethren, but what for that? I know not now how I was 
aduifed when I tooke that oth ; but furely, as I am now aduifed, my 
Brother fhall daunce alone in prifon. It is no biding heere for me ; 
but to be plaine, I will trudge ^ter thefe yonkers to Dowayy and trye 
howe the ale taftcth in thofe Coaftes, for I like not the drinke in 
Antwerpe; now a dayes it is vengeable bitter. This was a fupper in 
deed : no maruel, though Eccho and I were fo glad of it ; but we 
triumphed before the vicSlory, for whiles we were preparing the 
banquet, came in an officer and laide hold of the women and Eccho 
all at once : that fawe I, and to go. Whether nowe, firha, quod one 
of the fargeantes to me? To buy oliues for my Miftres, quod I. 
The knaue catchpole replied nothing, but laughed, as who fhould 
fay, the Supper might be eaten without faufe well enough, but how 
madde am I to ftand prating here fo long ? I will be gone, to Doway^ 
to Doway I on mine honeftie, behold wher the old men come, I 
meane the Fathers of thefe yonkers. Adue, my maiftcrs, and fay you 
iawe not me. 

ASius quintt^ Sctena fecunda. 

-P/^ri-opAES, Phylocalvs, Nvntivs, Fidvs. 
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quiet in my thoughtes ; one whylc I feeme to doubt leaft they hauc 
been diftrened by the way, another whyle I feeme to doubt leaft they 
be eftibones entifed vnto vanities by euill company ; and how much 
the more I think hereon, fo much the more I am perplexed with 
dout. God for his mercy fend vs comfortable newes, to recomfort 
my forowfull and doubtful! harte ! 

Phylocalus. Truly, neighbour, and I am not altogither free from 
fuch imaginations ; but whiles I recomfort my felfe by the hope which 
I haue in thofe letters that maifter Gnomaticus did wryte, I am ftraight 
wayes tormented againe with another doute, the which is fuch, that I 
may be afhamed to vtter it, confidering mine owne folly. 

Phylopas. O, neighbour, keepe nothing from me, for Gods fake. 

Phylocalus. I will tell you, then : I condemne my felfe of ex- 
ceeding folly, in that I haue committed the cariage of thofe letters to 
my feruaimt Ambidexter y whofe doublenefs I haue often tryed, and 
therefore my (implicity was the greater ; and bicaufe he is not long 
fithens retoumed, my minde conceyueth fome doubt of his fidellity. 

Phylopas. Truely and not without caufe, for he might haue 
retourned long fithens. O what a dolte was I that I fent not Fidus 
here with them alfo ! Surely, Phylocalus^ my mynde giueth me that 
he hath abufed vs. 

Nuntius. Letters! letters! letters! 

Phylocalus. What cryeth this good fellow ? 

Nuntius. Letters from Doway \ letters from Doway ! Hey. 

Phylopas. Mary, this feemeth to be fome Carier which commeth 
from Doway. Commeth thou from Doway ^ good fellow ? 

Nuntius. Yea, fir, doutlefle. 

Phylopas. And what letters haft thou ? 

Nuntius. Nay, that can not I tell, there are to many ftrange 
names for me to remeber ; but here is my regifter, and fo may you 
knowe better then I what letters I haue in my packe. 

Phylopas. Is that the faftiion, to write in a role a note of their 
names to whom thy letters are direfted ? 

Nuntius. Yea, fir, that is a cuftome which I and fuch ignorant 
fellowes muft vfe, for I cannot read my felfe, & to fticw all my 
letters were folly ; but I do alwaies beare fuch a role in my hand. 
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wherin are written the names of thofe vnto whom my letters, for 
that tyme, arc direAed; & then, when I fhew it, euerie man can 
foone tell whether I be for him or not. 

Phylocalus, A good order, furely, and I pray thee let vs fee thy 
role of names. 

Nuntius. Here it is. Sir. 

Phyloc(dus. To begin with all, here is a letter for you, neighbour ; 
I truft I fliall alio finde another for my felfe. 

Pbylop^s. Oh how this comforteth my hart ; thys letter commeth 
from my younger Sonne ; I will breake it vp. 

[ He goeth ajide with it. 

Phylocalus. Lo now I haue lykewife found one that is direfted to 
mc, & it is alfo y** orthographic of my Sonne Phylotimus ; let vs fee 
what it conteyneth, in Gods name. [He readeth alfo. 

Nuntius. Who fliall pay me for the bringing of them ? 

Fidus. Stay a while, good fellowe ; thy paines flialbe confidered 
well, I warrant thee. 

Nuntius. Yea, but I may not long tary, for I muft go about and 
deliuer the reft of thefe letters this night. 

Fidus. All that maift thou doe well enough; they will not be 
long before they haue done ; but I pray thee tell me, doeft thou not 
knowe my Maifters Sonnes ? 

Nuntius. What fliould I cal them by their names ? 

Fidus. The eldeft is named Phylautus, and the younger called 
PAylomu/us. 

Nuntius. I thinke I know maifter Flautus ; a tall yong gentle- 
man, finall in the middle, is he not ? 

Fidus. Yes, furely, he b but flender. 

Nuntius. Mary, and I fawe him in deed at Doway : braue, by the 
raafle, and lufty; there was another gaye young gentleman in his 
company, and a feruing man ; wotte you who ? olde Ambidexter^ the 
beft fellowe in all Antwerpe; I promife you they are mery and well. 

Pbyhp4es. What newes, neighbour ? 

Phylocalus. Good and badde. 

Phylopas. Euen fo haue I in my letter ; hold, good fellowe, ther 
is a reward for bringing of thefe letters, & gramercy, 

II. L 
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Nuntius. I thanke you, fir ; I retourne to Doway wyth in thefe 
two dayes, and if it pleafe you to commaund me any thing thither, I 
will repayre to your houfe. 

Phylopas. 1 pray thee do, for peraduenture I wil wryte by thee. 

[Nuntius exit. 

O God, neighbour, how vnhappie were wee to fend your lewd 
feruaunt Ambidexter with our Sonnes ? My Sonne writeth vnto me 
that his brother Phylautus & your Sonne Phylofarchus are feldome 
from the Bordelles or Tauerns, and that Ambidexter is their com- 
panion, and meaneth to tary there with them, and to retoum no 
more. 

Phylocalus. My Sonne wryteth fo in effeft, but hee feemeth to 
dout, leaft they prepare themfelues to abandon the Uniuerfity, and to 
go gadding about the world a little, for he writeth that they ftay on 
hope that Eccho & certaine other of his companions will fhortly be 
with them, otherwyfe they had bene gone long fithens. Of himfelfe 
I haue good newes, for he wryteth vnto me that the Palfegraue hath 
written vnto the chauncellour of the vniuerfity for a fecretary, and 
that he ftandeth in eleftion. 

Phylopas. And my Sonne Phylomujus is entered into the miniftrie, 
and hath preached in the Uniuerfity, and meaneth fhortly to go vnto 
Geneua ; fuch comfort we haue yet vnto our calamity. But as euery 
mifchief is moft eafely cured and redrefled in the beginning, fo if you 
will foUowe my counfell, we will immediatly difpatch Fidus vnto 
them, who fliall both aprehcnd Ambidexter^ and caufe him to be 
punniflied, and ftiall alfo ftaye our two wandring Sonnes, and bring 
them home vnto vs. 

Phylocalus. I like your councell well, and for the loue of God let 
it be put in execution immediatly, for in fuch cafes nothing is fo 
requifite as expedition. 

Phylopas. Holde, Fidus j take thefe twenty crownes, and get thee 
away with all fpeede poflible, take poft horfes from place to place, 
and if they fhould chaunce to be gone from Doway before thou come, 
yet followe them, and neuer ceafe vntill thou haue founde them, and 
bring them home vnto vs. 

Phylocalus. Fidus, fpare for no coft, and holde thee, there are 
twenty crownes more if neede require. 
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Bidus. Well, Sir, you (hall fee that no diligence fliall want 
in me to recouer them. Will it pleafe you to commaund me any 
other feruice ? 

Phylopas. No, but God fend thee good fuccefle. 

\Fidus defarteth. 

In the meane time, neighbour, let vs go fee what is done for the 
(laying of Eccho^ that we may yet preuent all mifcheefe as much as 
in vs Jyeth. 

Phyhcalus. I lyke you well, your witte is very good vppon a 
fodaine, but beholde where maifter Gnomaticus commeth, by him we 
(hall partly vndcrftand what is done. 



ASius quinti^ Sciena tertia. 
Gnomaticvs, Phylopaes, Phylocalvs. 

Gnomaticus. 

GENTLEMEN, I haue fought you round about the Town, 
this geare is in maner difpatched, Eccho is apprehended with 
his traine and all. 

Pbylopas. Wei, that is fome comfort yet to our heauy hartes. 

Gnomaticus. Why, haue you any caufe of heauine(re ? Tell me, 
I pray you. Sir : what meane you to (land thus amafed ? 

Phylocalus. My neighbour and I haue receyued newes which are 
both forowful and comfortable. Our two elder Sonnes (by the lewde 
a(fi(lance of my feruaunt, whom I fent with them) do bedowe their 
time very wantonly in Doway^ and do determine (as feemeth) to be 
gone from thence very (hortly. 

Gnomaticus. To be gon ? whether, in Gods name ? 

Phylocalus. Nay that hee knoweth, to feeke aduentures abrpde in 
the world by all lykelyhoode, and they day but for the comming of 
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Phylocalus. Why, we haue receiued letters from our other two 
Sonnes ; holde you, here is mine, you may read it. 

[He deliuereth him the letter. 
How now, neighbour ? what mufe you ? your wittes were good 
(crewhile) vpon the fodayne, plucke vp your fpirits, you fliall fee by 
Gods grace, Fidus will bring vs good newes. 

Phylopas. Oh, neighbour, I am not able to exprefle the forowes 
which my heart conceiueth : alas, the goods of the world (although 
they be gotten with great trauaile, and kept with great care) yet the 
lofle of them doth neuer torment a wife man : fince the fame deuice 
or brayne that coulde contriue the gathering of them, is able againe 
to renew the like : but the mifgouernmet of a man's children, or to 
fee them caft away by lacke of grace or for lacke of vigilant forefight, 
that onely is vnto the wyfeft mynde an vnmedicinable wounde. Oh 
that my harte is not able to beare nor to abide the furious aflaults of 
this misfortune. [He fowneth. 

Phylocalus. What, man, ftand vp and take a mans harte vnto 
you. 

Gnomaticus. What, Sir, for the loue of God do not take the 
matter thus heauily, by his grace you fhall haue no fuch caufe ; your 
neighbour here hath caufe of comfort : for I perceiue that his Sonne 
hath fo well fpent his time, and fo well profited at his booke, that he 
ftandeth in elecSlion to bee Secretarie vnto the Palfegraue. 

Phylocalus. Yea, and his fonne Phylomufus is alfo become a 
famous preacher, & meaneth fhortly to go vnto Geneua. 

Gnomaticus. Wei then, ech of you hath fome caufe of cofort yet, 
and by the grace of God you fliall fee that the reft will fal out better 
then you looke for, but if it fliould not, you muft yet arme your felfe 
with pacience, and giue god thankes in all thinges, fince he can fend 
tribulations and vexations when pleafeth him, and can alfo fend 
comfort when feemeth mete to his deuine maieftie ; but what haue 
you done for the preuenting hereof ? 



Digitized by 



Google 



Gouernement. 77 

Gnomaticus. Ambidexter f Why what hath hee doone ? 
Phylocalus. Do you not marke the letter ? it feemeth that his 
onelie lewdenes hath miniftred matter vnto their mifbehauiour, for he 
is their lodes mate & companio in all places, and hath fetled himfelfe 
with them, meaning neuer more to turne vnto me. 

Gnomaticus. Surely, PhylocaluSy you were not well aduifed to fed 
fuch a fellow with your Sonnes, I pray god he haue deliuered my 
letters faythfullie, for I dyd yet neuer receaue anfwere of them. By 
whome receaued you thefe letters ? 

Phylocalus. By a carrier which trauayleth weekely to Doway. 

Gnomaticus. And had hee no letters for me ? 

Phylocalus. Surely I cannot tell, for I was fo glad when I founde 
in his role letters to mee and my neighbour, that I fought no furder 
for any other ; but you fhall fbone finde hym out, if you aflce for the 
Carryer of Doway. 

Gnomaticus. Well, by your leaue, then, I will goe feeke hym, for 
I long fore to haue anfwere of my letters. 

Phylocalus. You fliall do well, and in meane tyme my neighbour 
and I will go vnto his houfe, for I perceiue he is not well. 



AEius quinti^ Sccena quarta. 
Severvs the Margrave with his officers, and Eccho. 

Seuerus. 

COME on, firha, what acquaintance haue you with thefe Ladyes ? 
Eccho. Sir, I haue but fmall acquaintance with them. 
Seuerus. No ? What did you there, then ? 
Eccho. Sir, I had wayted vppon them into the Towne that day (as 
I doe vppon diuers other for my lyuing) and they prayed me to 
fuppe with them in part of recompence for my trauaile. 

Seuerus. Mary, fir, your fare was good, as I vnderftand, and 
meete for much better perfonages then eyther of you. Tell me, who 
prouided it ? And who paid for it ? 
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Eccho. I knowe not, Sir, it was enough for me that I knew where 
it was, I neuer afked from whence it came, for confcience fake. 

Seuerus. Well ieftcd, fellow Eccho^ but I muft make you fing an- 
other note before you and I part. Tell me how came you acquainted 
with Phylqfarchus ? 

Eccho. I haue knowen him long fince, fir, as I knowe diuers 
other young gentlemen in this Towne. 

Seuerus. Yea, but howe came it to pafle that he fhould haue bene 
there at fupper that night ? 

Eccho. That cannot I tell, neyther do I knowe whether he fliould 
haue bin there that night or no. 

Seuerus. Yes, that you can, did you neuer fee him there before ? 

Eccho. I faw him there once in other honeft company, but what 
is that to me ? Had I any thing to do with his being there ? or doth 
it followe of neceffity that beecaufe he was there once before, therfore 
he fhould haue been there that night alfo ? 

Seuerus. No, but you know well enough if you lyft that he fhould 
haue been there, and that the banquet was prepared for him. You 
were befl to confefTe a trueth. 

Eccho. Sir, I will not confefTe that which I knowe not, neither for 
you nor for neuer a man on Hue. He might haue beene there for 
all mee, & he might haue beene away alfo if he lift, for any thing that 
I know. 

Seuerus. Well, it were but loft labour to talke anie longer with 
you, go take him, and carrie him to the mill, and there let him be 
whipped euerie day thryfe, vntill he confefTe the cyrcuftances of al 
thele matters : wee may not fufTer the Sonnes of honeft and welthy 
Burghers to bee feduced by fuch lewde fellowes, and they to fkape 
fkotfree. 

AEius quintiy Sccsna quinta. 
Gnomaticvs, alone. 
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Phylautus was fo quick and fo fufficient to receiue any charge, that a 
man would haue beleeued them to haue beene two of the bcft and 
towardeft yongmen in thys citie, and yet behold how concupicence 
and vayne delight hath caried them to run another race. I haue 

receyued letters here from my frind Matter in Dowayy who 

declareth vnto me thereby, that they are fufficyently able to conceiue 
any tradicion or Science, but therwithall that they are fo geue ouer to 
pieafures & light paftimes, y it is in maner vnpoffible to bridle their 
wadring defires. On that other fide he prayfeth the other two for 
the fobreft yong men that euer came vnder his charge, & confirmeth 
in efFedl afmuch as they had writte for newes vnto their parentes, 
whereof I haue greately to reioyce, that (hauing pafi!ed through my 
handes) they are fo lykely to come vnto promotion. And as I re- 
ioyce in them, fo am I mott hartely fory for the two elder, that their 
milgouernment may become not onely a great grief to their parents, 
but alfo a hinderance to fuch commendation as I might elfe haue 
gayned by the others : but thus wee may fee, that in euery comfort 
there may growe fome difquiet, and no herbe fo cleane but may be 
hindred by ftinking weeds that grow by it. Well, I will go talke 
with their parentes, and if they wilbe ruled by my councell, they fhall 
giue them leaue a little to fee the world, and to followe any exercife 
that be not repugnant vnto vertue, for vnto fome wittes neyther cor- 
reiftion, nor frendly admonition, nor any other perfwafion will ferue, 
vntil their owne rodde haue beaten them, and then they proue often- 
tymes (though late) men of excellent qualities. But beholde, where 
they come to difcharge me of this trauaile. 



A&us quintiy Sccena fexta. 

Phylocalvs, Gnomaticvs, and Phylopaes. 

Phylocalus. 
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Phylocalus. And what newes, I pray you ? 

Gnomaticus. Euen the fame in efFefte that you haue receyued. 

Phylocalus. Why then, I perceiue that our two younger Tonnes 
haue not deceiued vs^ nor boafted more in their letters then is true in 
efFcft. 

Gnomaticus. No, furely, for my frend aduertifeth me that they 
are two of the towardeft young men that euer came in that Uni- 
uerfity, and that he hath great hope to fee them in the end become 
famous through all the lowe countreys. 

Phylocalus. Well, that is fbme comfort yet ; and what wryteth he 
of the two elder ? 

Gnomaticus. Surely he writeth as much comendation as may be 
of their capacity, mary therew^'^al he faith that they bee marueiloufly 
bent vnto concupifcence, therefore I wil tell you mine aduife. As 
foone as they come home, firft rebuke them ftiarpely for the mifle- 
beftowing of their excellent wittes, and it ftiall not be amifle if you 
adde therevnto alfo fome correftion ; that being done, I would wifti 
you to put in their choyce what kinde of lyfe they will foUowe, fo 
that it be vertuous, and not contrary to Gods worde, and let them 
fee the worlde a while : for fuch fine wittes haue fuch an vniuerfall 
defire commonly, that they neuer proue flayed vntill the blacke oxc 
hath troden on their toes. 

Phylopas. Yea, mary, but how are we fure to recouer them 
againe, when as I fearc much that they are gone from the Uni- 
uerfity already ? 

Gnomaticus. Why doubt you of that ? 

Phylopas. Becaufe my neighbours Sonne Phylotimus wrote vnto 
him that he much douted they would abandon the vniuerfity, and 
that they taried but onely to heare from Eccho and his complices. 
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ASius quintiy Sccena feptima. 
Phylopaes, Severvs, Phylocalvs, Gnomaticvs. 

Phylopas. 

RIGHT Honourable, we are bound to yeelde you humble and 
harty thanks, for that (as we vnderftand) you haue vfed great 
Eaine and diligence in apprehending of a lewde company, who 
aue (as wee fee now) feduced our children, and made them to 
n^lefte the holfome preceptes which their faithfull enftrufter had 
giuen them. 

Seuerus. Surely, I haue done my beft (in difcharge of my duty) 
to apprehend them, and I haue examined them alfo, but truly I 
can not findc hitherto any proofe againft them, whereby they ought 
to be puniflied : and though I defire (as much as you) to fee them 
condignly correAed, yet without proofe of fome offence I fhould 
therin commit a wrong. True it is that Eccho is knowen commonly 
in this Town for a Parafite and a flattering fellow, and the young 
woman alfb doth not feeme to be of the honefteft, but yet there is 
no body which will come in and fay this or that I haue feene or 
knowen by her. Shee confeffeth that Phylqfarchus and Phylautus 
were there one night at a banquet, and that Phylqfarchus fhould haue 
fupped there the &me night that they were taken, and when I afke 
her to what end, fhe anfwereth that he was a futer to her for mariage, 
and for witneffe bringeth in her Aunt as good as her felfe : in the 
meane time I haue no proofe of euill wherwith to burthen her. And 
then maifler Eccho (on that other fid), he ftandeth as flifFe as may be, 
and faith that he knoweth not whether Phylojarchus fhould haue 
fupped there or not, and for lack of proofe I am able to go no fiirder. 
Phylocalus. Yea, Sir ; but doubtles that Eccho was the firfl caufe 
of their acquayntaunce, for the firfl tyme that my Sonne was there, 
was one altemoone, at which tyme Eccho came to their Schoole 
Mafler in your name, and craued liberty for them to come and fpeake 
wyth you. 

II. M 
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Seuerus. With me ? 

Gnomaticus. Yea, Sir, doubtlefle ; and when I gaue them leaue to 
come vnto you, they returned (after two or three howers refpyte) 
and fayde that you knew them not when they came there, and that 
Eccho faid he had miftaken the Scholemafter and the fchollers. 

Seuerus. Sayd they thus of me ? 

Gnomaticus. Yea, truely, fir. 

Seuerus. And fayd they that they had been with me ? 

Gnomaticus. Sir, I woulde bee lothe to fay fo if it were otherwife, 
and furthermore they feemed angry. 

Seuerus. And wherefore, I pray you ? 

Gnomaticus. For that you gaue them no better countenaunce. 

Seuerus. Before God, they neuer came at mee, but thys is fome- 
what yet, for by this meanes I haue good caufe to punifti Mafter 
Eccho y and I pray you, Mafter Gnomaticus y go with me vnto him, 
and you (hal heare what anfwer he is able to make vnto thefe 
matters. 

Gnomaticus. With right good will, fir, I wil waytc vpon you. 
Worthy gentlemen, you ?hal do wel to confider in the meane time 
vpon that which I laft tolde you as myne oppinion. 



AEius quintiy Scoena oEiaua. 
Phylopaes, Phylocalvs. 

Fhylof^es. 

THE aduice, which mafter Gnomaticus hath geuen vs, doth not 
mid ike mee altogether, but ftill my minde is more and more 
vexed with doubt, leaft in the nieane time (and before Fidus can 
come at them) they fall into fome notable miihap by theyr mif- 
gouernment. 

Phylocalus. You do well to doubt the worft, but if it were fo, 
what remidie but patience, and geue god thanks that hath ient to 
eche of vs fuch a Sonne as may become the comfort of our age ? 
Phylopaes. Truely it is in deede a great comfort that eyther of 
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vs may take in our yonger Sonnes, but if wee haue loft the elder (as 
I feare it much) what a corrofiue will that be vnto vs ? Oh how I 
fcele my fearefull harte panting in my rcftles breft ! the Father of 
heauen vouche(afe to fend mee ioyfull newes of Phylautus. O 
wretched Phylopas, thou are like vnto a couetous man, which hauing 
aboundance is yet neuer contented ; thou art alreadie fure of fuch 
ofspring as may giue thee caufe to rcioyce, and yet thy minde is not 
&tisfied, vnlefle all thinges might fall out vnto thine owne defire, 
and thou maifl be compared to the patiet which crieth out, before 
the Chirurgions inftrument do touch him, becaufe thpu conceiueft in 
thy imagynation the dread which tormentcth all thy thoughts. But 
alas, why do I not prepare this wretched corpes of mine to be a 
prefent witnes what is become of my Phylautus ? I will furely go 
prouide all thinges necefTarie for my iourney, and neuer giue reft vnto 
thcfe bones vntill I may fee him. I will do fo. 

Phylocalus. What, abide, Phylofas^ I am a (hamed to fee you fo 
impacient ; what, man, I am as forie to heare of my Sonnes lewd 
behauiour as you are of yours ; and, to tel a truth, I thinke he wilbe 
fownde more faultie then yours ; but be it as God pleafeth, I haue 
one efpeciall comfort, and that is, that I performed my duetie in 
carefulnes and in forefight (as much as in me laye) to guide him 
vnto promotion : it is comendable in a parent to haue a care for his 
children, but this womanlike tendernes in you deferueth reprehention. 

Phylopes. Sc how eucrye man can geue good councell, and few 
can foUowe it : well, I praye you, let vs withdraw ourefelues to our 
houfes, to fee if change of place may alfo change my melancholike 
paffion. 

Phylocalus, Go we ; I will go to your houfe for companie. 
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AEius quintiy Sccena nana. 
Severvs, Gnomaticvs, Fidvs, Ambidexter. 

Seuerus. 

WELL, (ince he is found culpable of thus muchj I would but 
talke with thefe neighbours of mine (I meane Phyhpas and 
Fhylocalus\ and wee will deuife fuch puni(hement for the malefactors, 
as may be a terror hereafter to all parafites how they abufe the name 
of an officer, or entyfe the children of any burghers. 

Gnomaticus. Sir, I dare fay they will be pleafed what foeuer you 
do therein, and, if it fo pleafe you, I will go vnto their houfes and 
call them vnto you, for mee thinkes they are departed fynce we went. 
But what is hee that commeth here in fuch hafte ? 

Fidus. Oh that I coulde tell where to fynde my Matter. 

Gnomaticus. It is Fidus. God graunt he bring good tidings. 

Fidus. I would rather fynd him in any place then at hys howfe, 
that he might haue fome company (yet) whych might comfortc him, 
for I dare fay thefe tidings will break his harte with Sorowe. 

Gnomaticus. I will go to him. How now, Fidus ^ what newes ? 

Fidus. O matter Gnomaticus^ I knowe no man whom I wuld 
rather haue prefently then you : O Sir, I am vnhappy, for I am the 
meflenger of the moft wofull newes that euer my matter receyued : 
for gods loue, accompanie me vnto him that you might yet by your 
wifedom afwage the extremitie of his grief. 

Gnomaticus. I will willingly beare thee companie, gentle Fidus ; 
and furely thou deferuett greate commendation and thankes, afwell for 
thy fidelitie, as alfo for the exceeding greate fpeede which thou haft 
made ; but I pray thee tell vs firft (in the prefence of the right 
honorable Markegraue) the whole circumftance & eiFeft of thefe diy 
newes, which thou fayett are fo forowfull. 
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needes afflift the poore parents with cxtreemc grief, for they arc 
vnto me (almoft) vntollerable : but fince it becommeth a chriftian to 
bcare pacientely what foeuer God doth prouide, I pray thee tell on 
the whole circumftance of euerie thine as it fell. 

Fidus. I will tell you. Sir ; I vied all the dilligence poflible on 
my way, and yet before I coulde come at Doway^ they were from 
thence departed. 

Gnomaticus. What, all togither ? 

Fidus. No, fir ; but Phylomufus was fent by the whole confcnt 
of the vniuerfity vnto the Palfgraue to be his fecretary, whereas he 
yet remaineth in good eftimation ; and Phylotimus was gone vnto 
Geneuay moued with an eameft zeale and fpirit, and there he is in 
finguler commendation and much followed. 

Gnomaticus. And what was become (the meane while) of Phy- 
lautus and Phylojarchus f They were ftill at Doway^ were they not ? 

Fidus. No, fir, they were gone alfo, but no man could tell me 
whether they were gone, and they were gone fomewhat before their 
brethren. 

Gnomaticus. Why then, they taryed not for EcchOy as the letters 
emported that they would haue done. 

Fidus y O Sir, they had aduertifement that Eccho was apprehended, 
and that haftened their departure. 

Gnomaticus. And by what meanes knew they of it ? 

Fidus. There was one Dicke Droom^ a companion of EcchoeSy 
which came vnto them and tolde them the whole difcourfe, where- 
vppon they fledde with him immediately. 

Seuerus. Such a one was prefente in deede when Eccho was taken, 
and becaufe mine officers knew him not, nor had any commifllon to 
fearch for him, therefore they fuflFered him to departe. 

Fidus. Out vppon him ; I would to God they had made him fafe 
al£w£ar hc^Jiatii bin the cafting away of Phy lautus. Phylautus^ Phylo- 
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minion forfboth, and ftayed with her at Brujfelles^ from whence Phy- 
lautus and Dycke Droom departed, and tooke their way togither vp 
towardes Germany^ now Phylqfarchus and his cariage held their way 
(as it was faide) towardes Fraunce. When I fawe that they were fo 
parted, and that I could not followe both companies at once, I 
thought beft to holde on my way towardes the Palfgraues Court, 
& hoped that by the way I might yet chance to heare of Phylautus^ 
and in very deede I heard of fuch a one at fundrie places ; and at laft 
I heard of him exprefledly, for the day before I came to the Palf- 
graues Court, he was there executed for a robbery with Dicke Droom, 
yea, euen in (ight of his Brother, and notwithftanding the fauour 
that hee is in there, fuch feuere execution of iuftice is there ad- 
miniftred. 

Seuerus. It is a happy common wealth where Juftice may be 
miniftred with fcueritie, and where no mediacions or futes may wrcft 
the fentence of the Lawe. 

Fidus. When I had there receyued thefe heauy newes, I tooke 
letters of difpatch and aduertifement from Philomujfus to his Father, 
& crofled ouer the Countrey towards Geneua. And long before I 
came thether, Pbylojarcbus had bin there (for fornication), whipped 
openly three feuerall dayes in the market, and was baniihed the 
Towne with great infamie, notwithftanding that his Brother Phylo- 
timus was an earneft futer vnto the congregation for him. When I 
perceyued that none other iflue could be had of my trauaile, I tooke 
letters from PhylotimuSy and fought no further after Phylojarchus^ 
but thought my duty firft to aduertife my maifter of the certainty, 
and by my way homewardes I ouertooke this good fellowe Ambi- 
dexter in fuch aray as you fee, and haue brought him with me to 
abide fuch puniftiment as the worthy Markgraue here and other 
magiftrates ihall thinke meete for him. 

Ambidexter. Oh Sir, be good vnto me and pardon this offence. 

Seuerus. Pardon ? Nay, furely thou rather deferueft death, for it 
feemeth vnto me, that thefe young men had not fo lightly gone 
aftray, had it not bin through the helpe of thee and fuch as thou art. 
Such lewde feruauntes as thou art are the cafting away of many to- 
ward young perfonages ; and therefore fince thy good happe hath 
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retourned thee hether, thou fhalt with the reft ferue as an example to 
all feruaunts. But thou canft tell what is become of Phylofarchus ? 

Ambidexter. He was fo fore whipped that I feare hee be dead. I 
lefte him in a village fyue leagues diftant from Geneuay fo fore that he 
was not able to ftir either hande or foote. 

Seuerus. Well, Matter Gnomaticus, fince onley this fellow is re- 
couered, I think meete to hold this courfe of iuftice : he, together 
with Matter Eccho, (hall bee whyped aboute the Towne three feuerall 
market dayes, with papers declaring their faults fet vpon their heds, 
and afterwards they ftialbe banifhed the Citie, vppon payne of death 
neuer to returne ; & Mittrefle Lamia with her Aunt (hall likewyfe be 
fet on the Cucking ftoole in publique three market dales, & then to 
be banifhed the Towne alfo. 

Gnomaticus. Surely you haue well deuifed ; and I befech you, Sir, 
vouchfafe to aflitt mee in comforting the wofull Parents Phylofas 
and Phylocalus who, I dare fay, will be fo forowfull for thefe tidinges, 
that it ftiall bee harde to perfwade them to patience. 

Seuerus. It is but a reafonable requeft, & I will motte gladly ac- 
company you; go we together; and thou, Fidus^ hatt well defer ued 
thy freedome, with a better turne for thy fay th full feruice in this 
behalfe ; and I wilbe a meane vnto thy Maitter that thou maitt bee 
confidered accordingly. 

Fidus. I thanke you. Sir. My Matters, the common faying is, 
clap your handes ; but the circumttance of this wofull tragicall comedie 
confidered, I may fay iuttly vnto you wring your handes : neuerthe- 
lefle I leaue it to your difcretion. 

Finis. 
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Epilogus. 

whatfoeucr \?i7'^ '^"^ *^ Icamc, for (o Sainft Paule doth teach, 

ia written b Vf And all that is, is doone for our auaile : 

^^wrnt' Both good and bad may be the wifemans leach, 

*"«• The good may feme to make him beare like fayle. 

The bad to fhun the faults wherin they fayle. 
Good wyndes and bad may ferue in fundry forte, 
To bring our barkes into fome pleafant porte. 

Who lifte to learne what dilligence may do. 
What humble minds by ftudies may attayne. 
Let him behold thefe younger brethren two, 
Whofe wits at firft did feeme to bee but playne. 
Yet as you fee, at laft they got with payne 
The golden fleefe of grace and cunning Skyll, 
Before the reft which folowed wanton will. 

And fuch as brag of quicke capacitie. 

Or thinke the field is woone withouten blowes, 

Let them behold the youthfull vanitie 

Of th* elder twayne, whofe fancies lightly chofe 

To ieeke delight in garifh grounde that growes. 

Yet had by hart their matters wordes in haft : 

But thinges ibne got are loft againe as faft. 
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Who fklles on face hath clbowes, hands and all 

To faue himfelfe, and therwith eke to rife ; 

To fall on backe, betokens fuch a fall 

As cannot rife againe in any wife ; 

For when he falls, his face wide open lies 

To euery blowe, and cannot fend the fame : 

Such falles found they^ which brought them fone to fhame. 

And in meane while their Brethren rofe as faft ; 

Much like the fnaile which clymes the Caftle wall 

With eafie fteppes, when fouldiers downe be caft 

With furious force and many a hedlong fall. 

Aflaults are hotte, but yet if there withall 

Some temperance and poly eye be vfed, 

They winne thofe fortes, which hotter heads refufed. 

I meane but this : you fee the younger twaine 
(Bycaufe they did in vertue take delight) 
They clombe at laft (and that with pleafaunt paine) 
To honours Court, wherin their place was pight. 
You fee againe, their Brethren (by delight 
In filthy lufl, felfe loue, and fuc[h]e like mo) 
Did fall as fafl to fhamefuU death and wo. 

You fee the bond, for faithfullnefle made free ; 
You fee the free, for doublenefle difdaind : 
You fee the whippe, the cuke floole, and the tree. 
Are thought rewardes for fuch as vice hath flainde : 
You fee that right, which euer more hath raigned. 
And iuflice both, do keepe their places flill, 
To cherifh good, and eke to punifh ill. 
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But otherwyfe then common wont hath bene. 
This chriftall glafle I poliflit fayre and cleene 
For euery man that lift his faultes to mend ; 
This was my mind^ and thus I make an end. 

FINIS. 

f IMPRINTED AT Lon- 
don By H. M. 

for Chriftopher Barker at the figne 
of the GraiTchoppcr in Paules 

Anno Domini^ J57S'* 

1 The edition here ufed has after this a table of Errata, which have of courfe been 
corrected. In the earlier edition without the Errata, the fame millakes occur; it would 
appear that they were not deteded till the reprint of the volume had been completed. 
In my Handbook of Early EngUJh Literature^ 1867, I have noted the variation in the 
colophons of the two impreflions ; but I was not at that time aware that the one with 
the Errata was i\it feconi. 
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fures, at the Courte 
at Kenelwoorth. 

That is to fay e. 

The Copies of allfuch verfes j 

Profes, or Poedcall inuentions, and other j 

Deuices of pleafure, as were there deui- 

fed, and prefented byfundry Gentle 

men, before the ^FENES 

MAI EST IE: In 

the yeare 1575. 



) C Imprinted at London by Ry chard Ihones \ 

and are to he folde without Newgate 

ouer againjl Saint Sepulchers 

Church. 1576. 
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fl%f A briefe rehearfall, or rather a 

true Copie of as much as was prefented bc- 

fore her maiejiie at Kenelworthy during 

her laft aboade there^ As 

followethy 

ER Maiefty came thether (as I remember) on faterday, being 
the ninth of luly laft paft. On which day there met her 
on the way, fomewhat neere the Caftle, Sybilla^ who pro- 
phecied vnto her Highnes the profperous raigne that (he 
ftiould continue, according to the happy beginning of the fame. The 
order thereof was this : Sibilla being placed in an arbor in the parke 
neere the high way where the ^eenes maiejiie came, did ftep out and 
pronounced as foloweth : 

ALL hayle, all hayle, thrife happy prince, 
I am Sibilla, (he 
Of future chaunce and after happ 

fore(hewing what (halbe. 
As now the dewe of heauenly gifts 
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But peace fhal gouerne all your daies, 

encreafing Subiefts loue. 
You fhalbe called the Prince of peace, 

and peace (halbe your fhield. 
So that your eyes (Hal neuer fee 

the broyles of bloody field. 
If perfeft peace then glad your minde, 

he ioyes aboue the reft, 
Which doth receiue into his houfe 

fo good and fweete a gueft. 
And one thing more I (hall foretell. 

As by my (kil I know. 
Your comming is reioyced at 

tenne thoufand times and mo. 
And whiles your highnes here abides, 

nothing (hall reft vnfought, 
That may bring pleafure to your mind 

or quyet to your thought. 
And fo pa(re foorth in peace (O Prince 

of high and worthy praife ;) 
The God that gouernes all in all, 

encreafe your happy dayes. 

This deuife was inuented and the verfes alfo written by M. Hunneys, 
majier of her Maiejiies Chappell. 

HER Maiefty pa(rmg on to the firft gate, there ftode in the Leades 
and Battlementes therof fixe Trumpetters hugelie aduaunced, 
much exceeding the common ftature of men in this age, who had 
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amazed at fuch a prefence, vpon fuch a fodaln^ [and] profFered to ftay 
them. And yet at laft being ouercome by viewe of the rare beautie 
and princelie countenance of her Maieftie, yeelded himfelfe and his 
charge, prefenting the keyes vnto her highneflc with thefe words : 

WHAT ftirre, what coyle is here ? 
come back, holde, whether now ? 
Not one (b ftout to ftirre, 

what harrying haue we here ? 
My frends a Porter I, 

no Poper here am plaft. 
By leaue perhaps els not 

while club and limmes doe laft. 
A garboyle this in deede, 

what, yea, faire Dames, what yea ? 
What, daintie darlings here ? 

oh God, a peereles Pearle, 
No worldly wight, no doubt : 

fome foueraigne Goddes fure : 
Euen face, euen hand, euen eye, 

euen other features all. 
Yea, beutie, grace and cheare, 

yea, port and maieftie, 
Shewe all fome heauenly Peere, 

with vertues all befet. 
Come, come, moft perfeA Paragon, 

pafle on with ioy and blifle, 
Moft worthy welcome Goddes gueft, 

whofe prefence gladdeth all. 
Haue here, haue here, both club and keyes : 

my felfe, my warde I yeelde, 
Euen gates and all, yea. Lord him felfe, 
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WHEN her Maieftic was entrcd the gate, and come into the bafe 
Court, there came vnto her a Ladie attended with two Nimphes, 
who came all ouer the Poole, being fo conueyed that it feemed (hee 
had gone vpon the water. This Ladie named her felfe the Ladie of 
the Lake, who fpake to her Highnefle as followeth : 

THOUGH hafte fay on, let fute obtaine fome ftay, 
(moft peereles Prince, the honor of your kinde) 
While that in fhort my ftate I doe difplay, 

and yeelde you thanks for that which now I finde. 
Who earft haue wifht that death me hence had fet, 
if Gods not borne to die had ought death any det. 

|[ I am the Lady of this pleafant Lake, 

who fince the time of great king Arthures reigne 

That here with royal Court aboade did make, 
haue led a lowring life in reftles paine. 

Til now that this your third arriual! here 

doth caufe me come abroad, and boldly thus appeare. 

|[ For after him fuch ftormes this Caftle (hooke, 
by (warming Saxons firft who fcourgde this land. 

As foorth of this my poole I nere duiift looke. 

Though Kenelme king of Merce did take in hand 

(As forrowing to fee it in deface) 

to reare thefe ruines vp, and fortifie this place. 

|[ For ftraight by Danes and Normans all this He 

was fore diftreft, and conquered at laft ; 
Whofe force this Caftle felt, and I therewhile 

did hide my head, and though it ftraightway paft 
Vnto Lord Sentloes hands, I ftode at bay, 

and neuer (hewed my felfe, but ftil in keepe I lay. 

C The Earle (ir Moumfords force gaue me no hart : 
(ir Edmund Crouchbackes ftate, the princes fonne. 

Could not caufe me out of my lake to part, 
nor Roger Mortimers ru(Fe, who (irft begun 
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(As Arthures heire) to keepe the table round, 

could not comfort once my hart, or caufe me come on ground. 

C Nor any owner els, not he thats now, 

(fuch feare I felt againe, fome force to feele) 
Tyl now the Gods doe feeme themfelues t*alIow 

my comming foorth, which at this time reueale 
By number due, that your thrice comming here 

doth bode thrife happy hope, and voides the place from feare. 

C Wherefore I wil attend, while you lodge here, 
(moft peereles Queene) to Court to make refort, 

And as my loue to Arthure dyd appeere, 
fo fhal 't to you in eameft and in fport, 

Pafle on, Madame, you neede no longer (land : 

the Lake, the Lodge, the Lord, are yours for to comande. 

l^hefe verfes were deuijed and penned by M. Ferrers ^Jometime Lord 
of mi/rule in the Court. 

HER Maiefty proceeding towards the inward court pafled on a 
bridge, the which was raylcd in on both fides. And in the 
toppes of the poftes thereof were fet fundrie prefents, and giftes of 
prouifion : as wine, corne, fruites, fifties, fowles, inftrements of 
mufike, and weapons for martial defence. All which were expounded 
by an Ador clad like a Poet, who pronounced thefe verfes in Latine : 

IVPITER e fummi dum vertice cemit olympi, 
Hue, princeps, regina, tuos te tendere grefliis : 
Scilicet eximise fuccenfus imagine formas, 

Et memor antiqui qui femper feruerat ignis, 
Siccine Coelicolse pacientur turpiter (inquit) 

Muneris cxfortem Reginam hoc vifere caftrum. 
Quod tam Iseta fubit ? Reliqui fenfere tonantis 

Imperium fuperi : pro fe dat quifque libenter. 
Muficulas Syluanus aues, Pomonaque poma, 

Fruges alma Ceres, rorantia vina Lyceus ; 
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Neptunus pifces, Tela & tutanti a Mauors, 

Haec (Regina potcns) fuperi dant munera diui : 
Ipfe loci dominus dat fe Caftrumquc Kenelmi. 

C Thefe verfes were deuifed by matter Muncafter^ and other 
verfes to the very felfe fame efFecSl were deuifed by M. Paten^ and 
fixed ouer the gate in a frame. I am not verye fure whether thefe or 
matter Patens were pronounced by the Author, but they were all to 
one effeft. This fpeech being ended, fhe was receiued into the inner 
Court with fweet Muficke. And fo alighting from her horfe, the 
Drummes, Fifes, and Trumpets founded : wherewith ftiee mounted 
the ttayres, and went to her lodging. 

ON the next day (being Sunday) there was nothing done vntil the 
euening, at which time there wer fireworks ftiewed vpon the 
water, the which were both ttrange and wel executed : as fometimes 
patting vnder the water a long fpace, when all men had thought they 
had bene quenched, they would rife and mount out of the water 
againe, and burne very furioufly vntill they were vtterlie confumed. 
Now to make fome playner declaration and reherfall of all thefe 
things before her Maiettie, on the x. of lulie there met her in the 
Forett as ttie came from hunting, one clad like a Sauage man, all in 
luie, who feeming to woonder at fuch a prefence, fell to quarrelling 
with lupiter as followeth : 

OTHUNDRING lufiter, 
which fwayett the heauenly fword : 
At whofe command all Gods mutt crouch 

and knowledge thee their Lord. 
Since I (O wretch therewhiles) 

am here by thy decree, 
Ordeyned thus in fauage wife 

for euermore to be. 
Since for fome caufe vnknowen, 

but only to thy wil, 
I may not come in ttately Court, 

but feede in forrettes ttilK 
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Vouchfafe yet, greateft God, 

that I the caufe may know. 
Why all thefe worthy Lords and Peeres 

are here aflcmbled fo ? 
Thou knoweft (O mighty God) 

no man can be fo bafe. 
But needes muft mount, if once it fee 

a fparke of perfeft grace. 
And fince I fee fuch fights — 

I meane fuch glorious Dames, 
As kindle might in frozen breftes 

a furnace full of flames, 
I crauc (great God) to know 

what all thefe Peeres might be. 
And what hath moued thefe iundry fhewes, 

which I of late did fee ? 
Enforme me, fome good man : 

fpeake, fpeake, fome courteous knight. 
They all cry mumme, what (hall I do, 

what funne ftial lend me light ? 
|[ Wei, Eccho, where art thou ? 

could I but Eccho finde, 
Shee would returne me anfwere yet 

by blaft of euery winde. 
Ho, Eccho ; Ecchoy ho, 

where art thou, Eccho^ where ? 
Why, Ecchoy friend, where dwelleft thou now ? 

thou woontft to harbour here. 

Eccho anfwered : 
Eccho. Here 

then tell thou me fome newes 
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I fay my heart wil breake ; 
And therefore cuen of curtefie 
I pray thee, Eccho^ fpeake. 
Eccho. Speake. 

I fpeake? yes, that I will, 

vnlefle thou be too coye. 
Then tell me firft what is die caufe, 
that all the people ioy ? 
Eccho. Ioy. 

Ioy ? furely that is fb, 

as may full well be feene : 
But wherefore doe they fo reioyce ? 
is it for King or Queene ? 
Eccho. Queene. 

Queene ? what, the Queene of heauen ? 

they knewe hir long agone : 
No, fure, fome Queene on earth, 
whofe like was neuer none. 
Eccho. None. 

O then, it feemes the Queene 

of England for to be : 
Whofe graces make the Gods to grudge ; 
me thinkes it fhould be fhee. 
Eccho. Shee. 

And is it fhe in deede ? 

then tell me what was ment. 
By euery fhew that yet was feene, 
good Ecchoy be content. 
Eccho. Content. 

What meant the woman firft. 
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Alas, what dyd that beldame there ? 
what dyd ftie prophecie ? 
Eccho. Prophecie. 

O then, by lykc (he caufde 

the worthy Queene to knowe. 
What happy raigne ftie ftill ftiould hold, 
fince heauens ordeyned fo. 
Eccho. So. 

And what ment thofe great men 

which on the walles were feene ? 
They were fome Gyants certainly. 
No men fo bigge haue bene. 
Eccho. Haue bene. 

Haue bene ? why then they fenied 
King Arthur y man of might ; 
And euer fince this caftle kept 
for Arthurs heyres by right. 
Eccho. Right. 

Well, Hercules ftood bie, 

why came he from his Dorter ? 
Or was it eke fbme monftrous man^ 
appoynted for a porter ? 
Eccho. A porter. 

A porter ; furely then, 

he eyther was accrafed ; 
Or elfe to fee fo many men, 
his fpirits were amafed. 
Eccho. Amafed. 

Amafed ; fo me thought ; 

why dyd he let them pafle. 
And yeeld his keyes ? percafc he knew 
his mafters will fo was. 
Eccho. So was. 

Well, then, dyd he but well : 

yet fawe I yet a dame. 
Much like the Lady of the Lake. 



Digitized by 



Google 



I oo The princely pleafures 



perchaunce fo was hir name. 
Eccho. Her name. 

Alas^ and what could (he 

(poore dame diftrcft) deferue ? 
I knewe her well : percafc (he came, 

this worthy Queene to ferue. 
Eccho. To ferue. 

So would I her aduife : 

but what meant all thofe (hifts 
Of fundry things vpon a bridge ? 

were thofe rewards of gifts ? 
Eccho. Gifts. 

Gifts ? what, fent from the Gods, 

as prefents from aboue ? 
Or pleafures of proui(ion, 

as tokens of true loue ? 
Eccho. True loue. 

And who gaue all thofe gifts ? 

I pray thee, Eccho, fay ? 
Was it not he, who (but of late) 

this building here did lay ? 
Eccho. Dudley. 

O Dudley y fo me thought ; 

he gaue him felfe and all, 
A worthy gift to be receiued, 

and fo I truft it (hall. 
Eccho. It (hall. 

What meant the fierie flames, 

which through the waues fo flue ? 
Can no colde anfwers quench defire ? 

is that experience true ? 
Eccho. True. 

Well, Ecchoy tell me yet, 

howe might I come to fee 
This comely Queene of whom we talke ? 

oh, were (he nowe by thee. 
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Eccho. By thee. 

By me ? oh were that true, 

howe might I fee her face ? 
Howe might I knowe her from the reft, 
or iudge her by her grace ? 
Eccho. Her grace. 

Well then, if fo myne eyes 

be fuch as they haue beene. 
Me thinkes I fee among them all 
this fame fhould be the Queene. 
Eccho. The Queene. 

^ Herewith he fell on his knees and fpake as followeth : 

O QUEENE, I muft confefle, 
it is not without caufe, 
Thefe ciuile people fb reioyce, 

that you fhould giue them lawes. 
Since I, which liue at large, 

a wilde and fauadge man ; 
And haue ronne out a wilful! race, 

fince firft my lyfe began ; 
Doe here fubmit my felfe, 

befeeching you to ferue ; 
And that you take in worth my will 

which can but well deferue. 
Had I the learned fkyll, 

which in your head is found. 
My tale had flowed in eloquence, 

where nowe my words are drownd. 
Had I the bewties blafe, 

which ftiines in you (b bright. 
Then might I feeme a Faulcon fayre, 

which nowe am but a Kite. 
Could I but touch the ftrings, 

which you fo heauenly handle. 
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I would confefle, that fortune then 

full freendly dyd me dandle, 
O Queene (without compare) 

you muft not thinlce it ftrange, 
That here amid this wildemefle 

your glorie fo doth raunge. 
The windes refound your worth, 

the rockes record your name ; 
Thefe hils, thefe dales, thefe woods, thefe waues, 

thefe fields, pronounce your fame. 
And we which dwell abroade, 

can heare none other newes. 
But tydings of an Englifti Queene, 

whom heauen hath deft with hewes. 
Yea, fince I firft was borne, 

I neuer ioyed fo much. 
As when I might behold your face, 

becaufe I fee none fuch. 
And death or drearie dole 

(I know) will end my dayes. 
As foone as you (hall once depart, 

or wilh to go your wayes. 
But comely peerelefle Prince, 

fince my defires be great, 
Walke here fometimes in pleafant fhade, 

to fende the parching heate. 
C On Thurfday next (thinke I) 

here will be pleafant Dames 
Who bet then I may make you glee 

with fundry gladfome games. 
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Ecchoy likewife farewell, 

let me go feeke fome death. 
Since I may fee this Queene no more : 

good greefe, nowe flop my breath. 

C T^heje verfes were deuijedy penned and pronounced by mafter Gafcoyne : 
and that (as I haue heard credibly reported^ vpon a very great 
fudden. 

THE next thing that was prefented before her Maieftie, was the 
deliuerie of the Lady of the Lake, wherof the fumme was this : 
Trytony in likenefle of a Mermaide, came towarde the Queenes 
Maieftie as (he pafled ouer the bridge, returning from hunting. And 
to her declared that Neptune had fent him to hir highnes, to declare 
the wofull diftrefle wherein the poore Ladie of the Lake did remaine, 
the caufe whereof was this : Sir Brufe Sauns pittie, in reuenge of his 
cofen Merlyne the Prophet whom for his inordinate luft ftie had 
inclofed in a rocke, did continuallie purfue the Ladie of the Lake : 
and had (long Athens) furprifed hir, but that Neptune (pitying hir 
diftrefle) had enuyroned hir with waucs. Whereupon ftie was en- 
forced to Hue alwaies in that Poole, and was therby called the Ladie 
of the Lake. Furthermore affirming that by Merlynes prophecie it 
ieemed ftie coulde neuer bee deliuered but by the prefence of a better 
maide then hir fclfe. Wherefore Neptune had fent him right humbly 
to befeech hir maieftie that ftie would no more but (hew her felfe, and 
it (hould bee fufficient to make fir Brufe withdrawe his forces. Fur- 
thermore, commanding both the waues to be calme and the fifties to 
giue their attendance : And this he exprefTed in verfe as followeth : 

C The Speech ^ Try ton to the Qjueenes Maieftie. 

MUSE not at all, moft mightie Prince, 
though on this lake you fee 
Me, Triton^ floate, that in fait feas 

among the Gods (hould be. 
For looke what Neptune doth commaund, 
of l^riton is obeyde : 
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And nowe in charge I am to guyde 

your poore diftrefled mayde : 
Who when your highnefle hither came, 

dyd humbly yeeld her Lake, 
And to attendc vpon your Court, 

did loyal 1 promife make. 
But parting hence that yrefull knight, 

fyr Bruce, had hyr in chafe. 
And fought by force her virgins ftate 

full fowlie to deface. 
Yea, yet at hand about thefe bankes 

his bands be often feene. 
That neither can fhe come nor fcape 

but by your helpe, O Queene. 
For though that Neptune hath fo fenft 

with floods her fortrefle long. 
Yet Mars her foe muft needes preuaile, 

his battries are fo ftrong. 
Howe then can Diane, lunos force, 

and fharpe aflaults abyde. 
When all the crue of cheefeft Gods 

is bent on Brufe his fide ? 
Yea, oracle and prophecie 

fay fure (he can not ftande. 
Except a worthier maide then ihe 

her caufe do take in hand. 
Loe, here therefore a worthy worke, 

moft fit for you alone : 
Her to defend and fet at large 

(but you, O Queene) can none : 
And Gods decree, and Neptune fues : 

this graunt, O peereles Prince : 
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^ Herewith T'ritm foundeth his Trompe, and fpake to the 
winds, waters, and Fiflies, as followeth : 

YOU winds, returne into your Caues, 
and filent there remaine ; 
You waters wilde, fupprefle your waues, 

and keepe you calme and plaine ; 
You fiflies all, and each thing elfe, 

that here haue any fway : 
I charge you all in Neptunes name, 

you keepe you at a ftay, 
Vntill fuch time this puiflaunt Prince 

fir Brufe hath put to flight : 
And that the maide releafed be 

by foueraigne maidens might. 

THIS fpeach being ended, her Maieflie proceeded further on the 
bridge, and the Ladie of the Lake (attended with her two 
Nimphes) came to her vppon heapes of Bulrufhes, according to this 
former deuife : And fpake as followeth : 

WHAT worthy thankes might I poore maide exprefle. 
Or thinke in heart, that is not iuftly due 
To thee (O Queene) which in my great diftres 
Succours hafl fent, mine enemies to fubdue. 
Not mine alone, but foe to Ladyes all. 
That tyrant, Bruce Sans fit tie whom we call. 

C Vntyll this day, the Lake was neuer free 
From his afTauIts, and other of his knights, 
Vntill fuch tyme as he dyd playnely fee 
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Of this large Lake> with humble heart vnfayned 
Render thee thankes, and honour thee withall. 
And for playne proofe how much we do reioyce, 
Exprefle the fame with tongue, with found and voyce. 

FROM thence her Maieftie pafling yet further on the brydgc, 
Protheus appeared, fitting on a Dolphyns backe. And the JD^/- 
phyn was conueied voon a boate, fo that the Owers feemed to bee his 
Fynnes. Within the which Dolphyn a Confort of Muficke was 
fecretely placed, the which founded, and Protheus clearing his voycc, 
fang this fong of congratulation, afwell in the behalfe of the Lady 
diftrefled, as alfo in the behalfe of all the Nimphs and gods of the 
fca. 

^ The fong of Protheus. 

O NOBLE Queene, giue eare 
to this my floating mufe. 
And let the right of readie will 

my little Ikill excufe ; 
For neardmen of the feas 

fing not the fweeteft notes ; 
The winds and waues do roare and crie 

where Phcebus feldome floates ; 
Yet fince I doe my beft 

in thankfull wife to fing, 
Vouchfafe (good Queene) that calme confent 

thefe words to you may bring. 
We yeeld you humble thanks, 

in mightie Neptunes name. 
Both for our felues and therewithall 

for yonder feemely Dame : 
A Dame whom none but you 

dcliuer could from thrall ; 
Ne none but you deliuer vs, 

from louring life withall. 
She pined long in paine, 

as ouerwome with woes ; 
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And we conAimde in endles care^ 

to fend her from her foes. 
Both which you fet at large 

moft like a faithful! freend ; 
Your noble name be praifde therefore, 

and fo my fong I ende. 

THIS fong being ended, Protheus tolde the Queenes Maieftie a 
pleafaunt tale of his deliuerie and the Fi(hes which hee had in 
charge. The deuife of the Ladie of the Lake alfo was matter Hunnes : 
and Turely, if it had bene executed according to the firtt inuention, it 
had bene a gallant (hewe : for it was firtt deuifed that (two dayes 
before the Ladie of the Lakes deliuerie) a captaine with twentie or 
thyrtie (hotte (houlde haue bene fent from the Hearon houfe (which 
rcprefented the Lady of the Lakes Cattell) vpon heapes of bulrufhes : 
and that fyr Brufe^ (hewing a great power vpon the land, (houlde 
haue (ent out as many or moe ftot to furpri(e the fayde Captayne, 
and fb they (hould haue (kirmi(hed vpon the waters in fuch fort, that 
no man coulde perceiue but that they went vpon the waues : at laft 
(fyr Brufe his men being put to flight) the captaine (hould haue come 
to her maiettie at the cattell window, and haue declared more plainely 
the dittre(re of his mittre(re, and the caufe that (he came not to the 
Court according to duetie and promife, to giue hyr attendance : and 
that therupon he (hould haue befought hyr Maiettie to fuccour his 
miftrefle ; the rather becaufe Merline had prophecied that (he (hould 
neuer be deliuered but by the prefence of a better maide then her 
ielfe. This had not onely bene a more apt introdudion to her 
deliuerie, but al(b the (kirmi(h by night woulde haue bene both very 
ftrange and gallant : and thereupon her Maiettie might haue taken 
good occafion to haue gone in her barge vpon the water for the better 
m^mf^t^^tyrr f\f Ut»r /4»liii^rip *TKa v^rl^c QQ T thinlrp. wp.r#» nenned- 
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To proceede then, there was prepared a (hew to haue bene prefented 
before hyr maieftie in the Foreft. 



T^he argument whereof was this: 

DYANA, pafling in chafe with her Nymphs, taketh knowledge of 
the countrie, and thereby calleth to minde howe (neere feucn- 
tccne yeares paft) (he loft in thofe Coaftes one of her beft beloued 
Nimphes called Zabeta. She defcribeth the rare vertues of Zabeta. 
One of her Nimphes con(irmeth the remembrance thereof, and feemcth 
to doubt that Dame luno hath wonne Zabeta to be a follower of hers. 
Dyana con(irmeth the fufpition, but yet a(firming her felfe much in 
Zabetaes conftancie, giueth charge to her Nimphes, that they dili- 
gently hearken and efpie in all places to (inde or here newes of Zabeta : 
And fo pafleth on. 

TO entertayne Interuallum temporisy a man cladde all in Mofle 
commeth in lamcntyng, and declaryng that he is the wylde 
mans fonne, which (not long before) had prefented hym felfe before 
hyr maieftie : and that his Father (vppon fuch wordes as hyr high- 
ne(re dyd then vfe vnto him) lay langui(hing like a blind man, vntill 
it might pleafe hyr highnefte to take the (ilme from his eyes. 

THE Nimphes returne one after another in queft of Zabeta : at 
laft Diana her (elfe returning, and hearing no newes of her, in- 
uoketh the helpe of her Father lupiter. Mer curie commeth downe 
in a cloude fent by lupiter to recomfort Dyana^ and bringeth her vnto 
Zabeta : Dyana reioyceth, and after much freendly difcour(e de- 
parteth : aftying her (elfe in Zabetaes prudence and pollicie : She and 
Mercurie being departed. Iris commeth downe from the Rainebowe, 
fent by luno : Perfwading the Queenes Maieftie that (he be not caryed 
away with Mercuries (iled fpeach, nor Dyanaes faire words, but that 
(he con(ider all things by proofe, and then (hee (hall (inde much 
greater caufe to followe luno then Dyana. 
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The interlocutours were thefe : 

Diana, ^oHlieire Of C{)aaitie> 

Caftibula, Anamale, Nichalis, Dianes, JOitnp{)C0. 

Mercuric, loues mefTenget. 
Iris, lunos meirenger. 

Audax, ^e liOnne of Slluefter. 



M 



A£ius I. Scena i. 

Diana. Castibvla. 

INE owne deere Nimphcs, which knowledge me your Queene, 



And vow (like me) to Hue in chaftitie ; 
My louely Nimphes (which be as I haue beene) 
DelitefuU Dames, and gemmes of iolytie ; 
Reioyfing yet (much more) to driue your dayes 
In life at large that yeeldeth calme content. 
Then wilfully to treade the wayward wayes 
Of wedded ftate, which is to thraldome bent ; 
I neede not nowe with curious fpeach perfwade 
Your chaft confents in conftant vowe to ftande. 
But yet beware leaft Cupids Knights inuadc 
By flight, by force, by mouth or mightie hand. 
The ftately tower of your vnfpotted myndes : 
Beware (I fay) leaft whiles we walkc thefe woods. 
In pleafant chafe of fwifteft Harts and Hyndes, 
Some harmful hart entrap your harmlefle moodes. 
You knowe thefe holts, thefe hils, thefe couert places, 
May clofe conuey fome hidden force vnfeene : 
You fee likewife the fundry gladfome graces 
(Which in this foyle we ioyfully haue feene) 
Arc not vnlike fome Court to keepe at hand, 
Where guilefuU tongues with fweete entifing tales 
Might {Circe like) fet all your ftiips on fand. 
And turne your prefent blyfle to after bales. 
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In fweeteft flowres the fubtyll Snakes may lurke. 
The Sugred baite oft hides the harmefull hookes. 
The fmootheft words draw wils to wicked worke. 
And deepe deceipts do follow faireft lookes. 

Hereat pawiing and looking about her. She tooke knowledge 
of the coaft, and proceeded : 

BUT what ? ahlas ! oh whyther wander wee ? 
What chafe hath led vs thus into this coaft ? 
By fundrie fignes I nowe perceiue we be 
In Brutus land, whereof he made fuch boaft ; 
Which Albion in olden dayes dyd hyght. 
And Brittaine next by Brute his noble name ; 
Then Engiftes lande, as Chronicles do write ; 
Now England (hort, a land of worthy fame : 
Ahlas behold, how memory breedes moone ! 
Behold and fee, how fight bryngs forow in. 
My reftlefle thoughts haue made me woe-begon. 
My gafing eyes dyd all this greefe begin. 
Beleeue me (Nimphs) I feele great grips of greefe 
Which brufe my breft, to thinke how here I loft 
(Now long agoe) a loue to me moft lefe. 
Content you all : hyr whom I loued moft : 
You can not chufe but call vnto your mynde 
Zabetaes name, who twentie yeeres or more 
Dyd follow me, ftill fkorning Cupids kinde; 
And vowing fo to feme me euermore : 
You cannot choofe but beare in memory 
Zebeta ; hyr whofe excellencie was fuch 
In all refpeds of euery qualitie. 
As Gods themfelues thofe gifts in hir did grutch. 
My fifter firft, which Pallas hath to name. 
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Apollo dread to touch an Inftrument, 

Where my Zabeta chaunft to come in place : 

Yea, Mercuric was not fo eloquent. 

Nor in his words had halfe (b good a grace. 

My ftepdame lunoy in hyr glyttering guyfe. 

Was nothing like fo heauenlie to beholde : 

Short tale to make, Zabeta was the wight. 

On whom to thinke my heart now waxeth cold. 

The fearefuU byrd oft lets hyr food downe fall, 

Which findes hyr neaft difpoyled of hyr yong : 

Much lyke my ielfe, whofe mynde fuch mones appale 

To fee this foyle, and therewithall among 

To thinke how now, neere feuenteene yeeres agoe. 

By great myfliap, I chaunft to leefe her here : 

But my deere Nimphes, (on hunting as you go) 

Looke narrowly, and harken euery where ; 

It cannot be, that fuch a ftarre as (he 

Can leefe hyr lyght for any lowring clowde ; 

It can not be that fuch a Saint to fee 

Can long infhrine her feemely felfe in (hroude. 

I promife here, that (he which firft can bryng 

The ioyfiill newes of my Zabetaes lyfc. 

Shall neuer breake hyr bow, nor fret hyr ftring ; 

I promife eke, that neuer ftorme of ftrife 

Shall trouble hyr : nowe, Nimphs, looke well about ; 

Some happie eye fpy my Zabeta out. 

Caftibula. 

C O heauenly Dame, thy wofuU words haue pearft 
The very depth of your forgetfull mynde : 
And by the tale which thou haft here rehearft, 
I yet record thofe heauenly gifts which (hinde 
Tryumphantly in bright Zabetaes deedes. 
But therewithall a fparke of iellowfie 
With nyce conceypt my mynde thus farforth feedes. 
That ihe which alwayes liked liberty. 



III 
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And coulde not bowe to beare the feruyle yoke 
Of falfe fufped, which mars thefe louers marts. 
Was neuer wonne to lyke that fmouldring fmoke. 
Without fome feate, that pafleth common arts* 
I dread Dame luno^ with fome gorgeous gift, 
Hath layde fome fnare hyr fancie to entrap. 
And hopeth fo hyr loftie mynde to lyft 
On Hymeus bed by height of worldly hap. 

Diana. 

C My louing Nimph, euen fo feare I likewife. 
And yet to fpeake as trueth and cau(e requires, 
I neuer fawe Zabeta vfe the guyfe 
Which gaue fufpedl of fuch vnchaft dedres. 
Full twentie yeeres, I marked ftill hyr mynde, 
Ne could I fee that any fparke of luft 
A loytring lodge within hyr breaft could finde. 
How fo it be (deare Nimphes), in you I truft 
To harke, and marke what might of hyr betyde : 
And what mifhap withholds hyr thus from me. 
High loue hym felfe my luckie fteps fo guide. 
That I may once mine owne Zabeta fee. 

DYANA with hir Nymphes proceede in chafe ; and to entertaine 
time, commeth in one clad in mofle, faying as followeth : 



I 



A Si us I. Scena 2. 

AvDAx, folus. 

F euer pitie pearft 

a peerelefle Princeffe breaft ; 
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For needes that fonnc muft fobbe and figh 

whofe Father bides in bale. 
O Queene, O ftately Quecne, 

I am that wild6 mans fonne. 
Which not long fincc before you here 

prefumed for to runne : 
Who tolde you what he thought 

of all your vertues rare ; 
And therefore euer fince (and yet) 

he pines in woe and care. 
Alas, alas, good Queene, 

it were a cruel deede 
To punifti him which fpeakes no more 

but what he thinks in deede ; 
Efpecially when as 

all men with him confent. 
And feeme with common voyce to proue 

the pith of his intent 
You heard what Eccho faid 

to euery word he fpake ; 
You heare the fpeech of Dyans Nimphes, 

and what reports they make. 
And can your Highneffe then 

condemne him to be blinde ? 
Or can you fo with needeles greefe, 

torment his harmeles minde ? 
His eyes, good Queene, be great, 

fo are they cleere and graye ; 
He neuer yet had pinne or webbe 

his fight for to decay. 

And fure the Dames that dwell 
: J-. -.1 1 -^:4.u •-« 



Digitized by 



Google 



1 14 T^he princely pleafures 



He did not onely fee you then, 

but more he did forefee. 
What after fhould betide, 

he tolde you that (ere long) 
You (hould finde here bright heauenly dames 

would iing the felfe fame fong. 
And now you finde it true 

that he did then pronounce, 
Your praifes peyze by them a pound, 

which he weyed but an ounce. 
For fure he is nor blinde, 

nor lame of any limme ; 
But yet becaufe you tolde him fo, 

he doubts his eyes are dimme. 
And I therefore (his fonne) 

your Highnefle here befeech 
To take in worth (as fubiefts due) 

my Fathers fimple fpeech. 
And if you finde fome filme, 

that leemes to hide his eyes, 
Vouchfafe, good Queene, to take it off 

in gratious woonted wife. 
He, fighing, lies and faies, 

God put mine eyes out cleane. 
Ere choice of change in England fall, 

to fee another Queene. 

FINIS ^aus I. 



ASlus 2. Scena i. 
A N A M A L £ fola. 
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That fo the moode of my Dyanaes minde 
Might reft (by me) contented or appeafed, 
And I likewife might fo her fauour finde, 
Whom (Goddcffe like) I wifti to haue wel pleafed. 
Some courteous winde come blowe me happy newes, 
Some fweete birde fing and fhewe me where (he is ; 
Some Forreft God, or fome of Faunus crues, 
Diredb my feete if fo they treade amifle. 

A Si us 2. Scena 2. 

N I c H A L I s fbla. 

TF euer Eccho founded at requeft 

^ To fatisfie an vncontented mind, 

Then, EcchOy now conie heipe me in my queft, 

And tel me where I might Zabeta finde. 

Speake, Eccho^ fpeake, where dwels Zabeta^ where ? 

Alas, alas, or (he or I am deafe ; 

She anfwered not ; ha ! what is that I heare ? 

Alas, it was the (haking of fome leafe. 

Wel, (ince I heare not tidings in this place, 

I wil goe feeke her out in fome place els ; 

And yet my mind diuineth in this cafe. 

That (he is here, or not farre ofF (he dwels. 

ASius 2. Scena 3. 

Diana with her Traine. 
ro newes, my Nimphes ? wel then, I may wel thinke. 
That carelefly you haue of her enauired : 
And /ince from me in this diftre(re you ftirinke, 
^'J'ie I meanc while my wearie limmes haue tyred. 



N' 
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ABus 2. Scena 4. 

Mercvry, Diana, and the Nimphes. 

OGODDES, ceafle thy mone. 
Thy plaints haue pearft the ikies. 
And loue thy frendly Father hath 
Vouchfaft to heare thy cries. 
Yea more, he hath vouchfaft 
In haft (poft haft) to fend 
Me downe from heauen to heale thy harme. 
And all thy miffe to mend. 
Zabeta whom thou feekeft 
(In heart) euen yet is thine. 
And paflinglie in woonted wife 
Her vertues ftil doe ftiine. 
But as thou doeft fufped, 
Dame luno trained a trap. 
And many a day to winne her wil 
Hath lulde her in her lap. 
For, firft, thefe fixteene yeres 
She hath beene daily feene 
In richeft Realme that Europe hath, 
A comelie crowned Queene. 
And luno hath likewife 
Suborned fundrie kings. 
The richeft and the braueft both 
That this our age foorth brings, 
With other worthy wights 
Which fue to her for grace : 
And cunningly with queint conceits 
Doe pleade the Louers cafe. 
Dame luno geues her wealth. 
Dame luno geues her eafe. 
Dame luno gets her euery good 
That womans wil may pleafe. 
And ib in ioy and peace 
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She holdeth happy daies : 

Not as thou thoughtft, nor done to death 

Or woonne to wicked wayes. 

For though (he finde the fkil 

A kingdome for to weelde. 

Yet cannot luno winne her will 

Nor make her once to yeelde 

Vnto the wedded life. 

But ftill (he Hues at large. 

And holdes her neck from any yoke 

Without control! of charge. 

Thus much it pleafed loue 

That I to thee (hould fay, 

And furthermore by words expreft 

He bade I (hould not ftay. 

But bring thee to the place, 

Wherein Zabeta bides. 

To prop vp fo thy ftagring mind 

Which in thefe forrowes Aides. 

O Goddes, then be blithe. 

Let comfort chafe out greefe, 

Thy heauenly fathers will it is 

To lend thee fuch releefe. 

Diana. 

O NOBLE Mercuric, 
doeft thou me then a(rure 
That I (hall fee Zabctacs face, 

and that (he doeth endure 
(Euen yet) in conftant vowe 
of chafte vnfpotted life : 
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O Mufes, found the praifc 

of loue his mighty name^ 
And you, deere Nimphcs which me attend, 

by duetie doe the lame. 

ERE Dyana with her Nimphes, aflifted by a confort of muficke 
vnfeene, (houlde fing this fong or rondlet following : 

O MUSES, now come helpe me to reioyce. 
Since loue hath changed my greefe to fodain ioy ; 
And fince the chaunce whereof I craued choice, 
Is graunted me to comfort mine annoy, 

O praife the name of loue^ who promift plaine 
That I (hall fee Zabeta once againe. 

C O Gods of woods, and Goddes Fhra eke. 
Now cleare your breftes and beare a part with me ; 
My iewel (he, for whom I woont to feeke, 
Is yet full fafe, and foone I (hal her fee. 

O praife the name of loue^ who promift plaine 

That I (hall fee Zabeta once againe. 

C And you, deere Nimphes, who know what cruel care 
I bare in breft (ince (he from me did part. 
May wel conceiue what pleafures I prepare, 
And how great ioyes I harbour in my hart. 

Then praife the name of loue^ who promift plaine 

That I (hall fee Zabeta once againe. 

M E R c V R I E. 

COME, Goddes, come with me, 
thy leyfures laft too long : 
For now thou (halt her here beholde, 

for whom thou (ingft this fong. 
Behold where here (he (its, 

whom thou fo long haft fought. 
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Embrace her iince fhe is to thee 

a Jewel deerely bought. 
And I wil now retume 

to God in heauen on hie ; 
Who graunt you both always to pleaie 

hisheauenly Maieftie. 

\Mercury depart eth to heauen, 

WHAT ! doe I dreame ? or doth my minde but mufe ? 
Is this my leefe, my louc, and my delight ? 
Or dyd this God my longing minde abu^^ 
To feede my fancie with a rained fight ? 
Is this Zabeta^ is it (he in deede ? 
It is fhe^ fure : Zabeta mine^ all haile ! 
And though dame Fortune feemeth you to feede 
With Princely port, which ferues for your auaile, 
Yet geue me leaue to gaze you in the face, 
Since now (long fince) my felfe your felfe did feeke, 
And be content for all your ftatelie grace, 
Stil to remaine a maiden alwaies meeke. 
Zabeta mine (now Queene of high renowne). 
You know how wel I loued you alwaies. 
And long before you did atcheeue this crowne. 
You know how wel you feemde to like my wayes. 
Since when you (woon by lunos gorgeous giftes) 
Haue left my lawndes, and clofely kept in Court ; 
Since when delight and pleafures gallant fhifts 
Haue fed your minde with many a Princely fport. 
But peereles Queene (fometime my peereles maide), 
And yet the fame, as Mercurie doeth tel. 
Had you but knowen how much I was difmaide. 
When firft you did forfake with me to dwel : 
Had you but felt what priuie panges I had, 
Becaufe I could not finde you foorth againe, 
I know full wel your felfe would haue beene fad 
To put me fo to proofe of pinching paine. 
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Well, fince Dan hue (my father) me aflures. 
That notwithftanding all my ftepdames wylcs. 
Your Maidens minde yet conftant ftil endures. 
Though wel content a Queene to be therewhiles ; 
And fince by prudence and by pollicie 
You winne from luno fb much worldly wealth ; 
And fince the Filler of your chaftitie 
Still ftandeth faft, as Mercuric me telleth : 
I ioy with you, and leaue it to your choice 
What kinde of life you beft (hall like to holde, 
And in meane while I cannot but reioyce 
To fee you thus bedeft with gliftering golde ; 
To fee you haue this traine of (lately Dames, 
Of whome eche one may feeme fome Goddes peere ; 
And you your (elfe (by due defert of fame) 
A Goddes full, and fo I leaue you here ; 
It (hall fuffice that on your faith I truft : 
It (hall fufiice that once I haue you feene. 
Farewell : not as I would, but as I muft : 
Farewel, my Nimphe ; ftirewel, my noble Queene. 

\piana with ber Traine departeth. 



o 



ABus 2. Scena vltima. 

Iris fola. 

H loe, I come to late, 
oh why had I no wings 
To helpe my willing feete which fet 

thefe haftie fri(king flings •? 
Ahlas, I come too late ! 

that babling God is gone ; 
And Dame Diana fled likewife : 

here ftandes the Queene alone. 
Well, fince a booteles plaint 

but little would preuaile, 
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I will goc tell the Queene my tale— 

O peereles Prince, all hailc ! 
The Queene of heauen her felfc 

did fend me to controle 
That tatling traytor MercurUy 

Who hopes to get the golc. 
By curious filed fpeech 

abufing you by arte. 
But, Queene, had I come (bone inough, 

he fhould haue felt the fmart. 
And you whofe wit excelles, 

whofe iudgement hath no pecre, 
Beare not in minde thofe flattering words 

which he exprefled here. 
You know that in his tongue 

confiftes his cheefeft might ; 
You know his eloquence can ierue 

to make the Crowe fecme white ; 
But come to deedes in deede, 

and then you fhall perceiue 
Which Goddes meanes your greatcft good, 

and which would you deceiue. 
Call you to minde the time 

in which you did infue 
Dianaes chafe, and were not yet 

a gueft of lunos crue. 
Remember all your life, 

before you were a (^eene ; 
And then oompare it with the daues 

which you finoe then haue feene. 
Were you not captiue caught ? 

were you not kept in wallcs ? 
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Why did fhe not defend your ftatc, 

which were and are her maide ? 
Who brought you out of bryers ? 

who gaue you rule of Realmes ? 
Who crowned firft your comely head 

with Princely Dyademes ? 
Euen lunoy fhe which meant^ 

and yet doeth meane likewife 
To geue you more then will can wifli, 

or wit can wel deuife. 
Wherefore, good Quecne, forget 

Dianaes tyfing tale : 
Let neuer needlefle dread prefume 

to bring your blifle to bale. 
How neceflarie were 

for worthy Queenes to wed, 
That know you wel, whofe life alwayes 

in learning hath beene led. 
The Countrey craues confent, 

your vertues vaunt themfelfe. 
And loue in heauen would fmile to fee 

Diana fet on fhelfe. 
His Queene hath fworne (but you) 

there fhal no mo be fuch : 
You know fhe lies with loue a nights, 

and night Rauens may doe much. 
Then geue confent, O Quecne, 

to lunoes iuil defire. 
Who for your wealth would haue you wed, 

and for your farther hire 
Some EmprefTe wil you make, 

fhe bad me tel vou thus : 
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That where you now in Princely port 

haue paft one pleafant day, 
A world of wealdi at wil 

you henccfoorth (hall enioy 
In wedded ftate, and therewithal! 

holde vp from great annoy 
The ftafFe of your eftate ; 

O Queene, O worthy Qucene, 
Yet neuer wight felt perfeft Wis, 

but fuch as wedded beene. 

Tarn Marti, quam Mercurio. 

This Jhewe was deuifed and penned by M. Gqfcoigne ; and being 
prepared and redy {euery AStor in his garment), two or three dayes to- 
gether , yet neuer came to execution. The cau/e whereof I cannot attribute 
to any other thing, then to lack of opportunitie and Jeqfonable weather, 

THE Queencs Maieftie hafting her departure from thence,, the 
Earle commanded mafter Gafcoigne to deuife fome Farewel worth 
the prefenting, whereupon he himfelfe clad like vnto Syluanus, God 
of the Woods, and meeting her as ftie went on hunting, fpake {ex 
tempore) as followeth : 

T3IGHT excellent, puyflant and moft happy Princefle, whiles I 
^^ walke in thefe woods and wildernes (wherof I haue the charge) 
I haue often mufed with my felfe that your Maiefty being fo highly 
cfteemed, fo entirely bcloued, and fo largely endued by the Celcftial 
powers, you can yet continually giue care to the councel of thefe 
terreftrial companions, and fo confequcntly pafle your time wherefo- 
euer they deuife or determine that it is meete for your royal perfon 
to be refident. Surely if your highnefle did vnderftand (as it is not 
to me vnknowen) what pleafures haue been for you prepared, what 
great good will declared, what ioy and comfort conceiued in your 
prefence, and what forowe and greefe fuftaincd by likelihode of your 
abfence : (yea and that by the whole bench in heaue) fince you firft 
arryucd in thefe Coaftes, I thinke it would be fufficient to drawe 
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your refolute determination for euer to abide in this Countrey, and 
neuer to wander any further by the direftion and aduice of thefe 
Peeres and Councellers, fince thereby the heauens might greatly be 
pleafed, and moft men throughly recomforted. But becaufe I rather 
wifti the increafe of your delights the any way to diminifli the heape 
of your contentment, I will not prefume to ftay your hunting for the 
hearing of my needelefle, thriftlefle, and bootelefle difcourfs : but I doc 
humbly befeech that your excellencie will geeue mee leaue to attend 
you as one of your footemen, wherein I vndertake to doe you double 
feruice : for I will not onely conduft your Maieftie in fafetie from 
the perillous paflages which are in thefe Woods and Forrefts, but 
will alfo recount vnto you (if your maieftie vouchfafe to hearken 
thereunto) certaine aduentures neither vnpleaiant to heare, nor vn- 
profitable to be marked. 

^ Herewith her Maieftie proceeded, and Syluanus continued as 
followeth : 

THERE are not yet twenty daies paft (moft noble Queene) fince 
I haue beene by the Procuror generall twife feuerally fummoned 
to appeare before the great Gods in their Councel chamber; and making 
mine appearance according to my duety, I haue feene in heauen two 
fuch exceedyng great Contraryetyes, or rather two fuch woonderfull 
changes, as drawe me into deepe admiration and fuddayne perplexitie. 
At my firft comming I found the whole company of heauen in fuch a 
iollitie, as I rather want fkill to exprefle it liuely, then wil to declare 
it redily. There was nothing in any corner to be feene but reioyfing 
and mirth, finging, daunfing,<Tielody and harmony : amiable regardes, 
plentiful rewards, tokens of loue, and great good wil : Tropheys and 
triumphes, gifts and prefents (alas, my breath and memorie faile me). 
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fundry manifeft tokens here on earth ; for euen here in my charge I 
might fee the trees florifti in more then ordinarie brauery, the grafle 
growe greener then it was woont to doe, and the Deere went tripping 
(though againft their death) in extreme delicacie and delight. Wei, to 
fpeake of that I fawe in heauen, euery God and Goddes made all pre- 
parations poflible to prefent your Maieftie with fome acceptable gift, 
thereby to declare the exceeding ioy which they conceiued in your 
prefence. And I, poore Rurall God which am but feldome called 
amongft them, and then alfo but flenderly countenanced, yet for my 
great good will towardes your Maieftie, no way inferior to the proudeft 
God of them all, came downe againe with a flea in mine eare, and 
began to beate my braines for fome deuice of fome prefent, which 
might both bewray the depth of mine aflfedions, and alfo be worthy 
for fo excellent a Princefle to receiue. But whiles I went fo mufing 
with my felfe many, yea, too many dayes, I found by due experience 
that this Prouerbe was all too true, Omnis mora trahit periculum. 
For whiles I ftudyed to atcheeue the height of my defires, beholde, I 
was the fecond time fummoned to appeare in heauen. What, fayd I, 
Heauen ? no, no, moft comely Queene, for when I came there, 
heauen was not heauen, it was rather a verye Hell. There was no- 
thing but weeping and wayling, crying and howling, dole, defperation, 
mourning and moane. All which I perceiued alfo here on earth before 
I went vp ; for of a trueth (moft noble FrincefTe), not onely the fkies 
(cowled, the windes raged, the waues rored and toffed, but alfo the 
Fifties in the waters turned vp their bellies, the Deere in the woods 
went drowping, the grafle was wery of growing, the Trees fliooke off^ 
their leaues, and all the Beaftes of the Forreft ftoode amazed. 

The which fudden change I plainly perceyued to be for that they 
vnderftood aboue, that your Maieftie would fliortly (and too fpeedely) 
depart out of this Countrey, wherein the heauens haue happely placed 
you, and the whole earth earneftly defireth to keepe you. Surely 
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cenfure of the Celeftiall bench, I thought mcete to hearken what they 
would determine ; and for a finall conclufion it was generally de- 
termined that fome conucnient Meflenger fhould be dilpatched with 
all expedition poflyble, as wel to befeech your Maieftie that you 
would here remaine, as alfo further to prefent you with the proffer of 
any fuch commodities and delights as might draw your full confent 
to continue here for their contentation, and the generall comfort of 
men. 

HERE her maieftie ftayed her horfe to fauour Syluanus^ fearing 
leaft he ftiould be driue out of breath by following her horfe fo 
faft. But Syluanus humbly befought her Highnefle to goe on, de- 
claring that if hys rude fpeech did not offend her, he coulde continue 
this tale to be twenty miles long, and therewithall protcfted that hee 
had rather be her maiefties footeman on earth, then a God on horfe- 
back in heauen — proceeding as followeth : 

NOW to returne to my purpofe, moft excelent Queene, when I 
had heard their deliberation, and called vnto minde that fundry 
Realmes and Prouinces had come to vtter fubuertion by ouer great 
truft geuen to AmbafTadors, I (being thorowly tickled with a reftlefle 
defire), thought good to pleade in perfon, for I will tell your Maieftie 
one flrange propertie that I haue : there are fewe or none which 
know my minde fo wel as my felfe, neither are there many which can 
tel mine owne tale better then I my felfe can do. And therefore I 
haue continually awayted thefe 3. dayes to efpie when your Maieftie 
would (in accuflomed manner) come on hunting this way. 

And being now arriued mofthappely into the Porte of my defires, 
I wil prefume to befeech moft humbly, and to intreate moft eameftly, 
that your highnes haue good regard to the general defire of the Gods, 
together with y humble petitions of your moft loyal and deeply 
afFedionate feruats. 

And for my poore part, in full token of my duetiful meaning, I 
here prefent you the ftore of my charge, vndertaking that the deare 
fhalbe dayly doubled for your delight in chafe. Furthermore I will 
intreate Dame Flora to make it continually fpring here with ftore of 
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redolent and fragrant Flowers. Ceres fhall be compelled to yeelde 
your Maieftie competent prouifion, & Bacchus (halbe fued vnto for 
the firft fruits of his Vineyards. To be fliort, O peerelefle Princes, 
you (hall haue all things that may poffibly be gotten for the further- 
aunce of your delights. And I fhall be moft glad and tryumphant, if 
I may place my Godhead in your feruice perpetually. This tedious 
tale, O comely Queene, I began with a baftifull boldnes, I haue con- 
tinued in bafe eloquence, and I cannot better knit it vp then with 
homely humilitie, referring the confideration of thefe my fimple 
wordes vnto the deepe difcretion of your Princelie will. And now I 
wil, by your Maiefties leaue, turne my difcourfe into the rehearfal of 
ftrange and pitifull aduentures. 

So it is, good gracious Lady, that Diana pafleth often times 
through this forefl with a ftately traine of gallant and beutifull 
Nimphs. 

Amongft whome there is one furpaffing all the reft for finguler 
gifts and graces ; fome call her Zabeta^ fome other haue named hyr 
Ahtebaftle^ fome Completay and fome Cotnplacida; what foeuer hyr 
name be, I will not ftande vpon it. But (as I haue fayde), her rare 
giftes haue drawne the moft noble and worthy perfonages in the whole 
world to fue vnto hyr for grace. 

All which fhe hath fo rigoroufly repulfed, or rather (to fpeake 
playne Englifti), fo obftinatly and cruelly reieded, that I figh to 
thinke of fome their mifhaps. I allowe and commende her iuftice 
towardes fome others, and yet the teares ftande in mine eyes (yea, 
and my tongue trembleth and faltereth in my mouth), when I begin 
to declare the diftrefles wherein fome of them doe prefently remayne. 
I could tell your highnefle of fundry famous and worthy perfons, 
whome fhee hath turned and conuerted into moft monftrous ftiapes 
and proportions. As fome into Fifties, fome other into foules, and 
(bme into huge ftony rocks and great mountaines : but becaufe 
diuerfe of hyr moft earneft and faithful I followers (as alfo fome Cico- 
phants), haue bin conuerted into fundry of thefe plants wherof I 
haue charge, I will on ftiew vnto your Maieftie fo many of them as 
are in figlit in thefe places where you paflc. 

Behold, gratious Lady, this old Oke ; the fame was many yeeres 
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B, faithfull follower and truftie feruant of hyrs, named Conftancey 
whome when (bee coulde by none other meanes ouerthrowe, confider- 
ing that no chaunge coulde creepe into his thoughtes, nor any trouble 
of paffions and perplexities coulde turne his refolute minde, at length 
(bee caufed him, as I fay, to bee conuerted into this Oke, a ftrange 
and cruell metamorphofis. But yet the Heauens haue thus far forth 
fauoured and rewarded his long continued feruice, that as in life he 
was vnmouable, euen fo now all the vehement blafts of the moft 
raging windes can not once moue his rocky body from his rooted 
place and abyding. But to counteruaile this cruelty with a fhewe of 
iuftice, (be conuerted his contrarie inconftancie into yonder Popler, 
whofe leaues moue and fbake with the leaft breath or blaft. 

As alfo (bee drefled Vaine glory in his right coulours, conuerting 
him into this Afbtree, which is the firft of my plants that buddeth, 
and the firft likewife that cafteth leafe. For beleeue mee, moft excel- 
lent Princefle, Vaineglory may well begin haftily, but feldome con- 
tinueth long. 

Againe, flie hath well requited that bufie elfe Contention^ whom 
ftie turned into this bramble Bryer the which, as your maiefty may 
well fee, dooth euen yet catch and fnath at your garments and euery 
other thing that pafleth by it. And as for that wicked wretch Am- 
bitiony (he dyd by good right condemne hym into this braunch of luy, 
the which can neuer clyme on hygh nor flory(h without the helpe of 
fome other plant or tree ; and yet commonly, what tree foeuer it ryfe 
by, it neuer leaueth to wynde about it, and ftrayghtly to infolde it, 
vntyll it haue fmowldred and killed it. And by your leaue, good 
Queene, fuch is the vnthankfuU nature of cankred ambitious myndes, 
that commonly they maligne them by whom they haue ry(en, and 
neuer ceafe vntyll they haue brought them to confufion. Well, not- 
withftanding thefe examples of iuftice, I will nowe rehearfe vnto your 
Maiefty fuch a ftraunge and cruell Metamorphofis as I think muft 
needes mooue your noble minde vnto companion. There were two 
fworne brethren which long time ferued hyr, called Deepe defire and 
Dewe defert ; and although it bee very hard to part thefe two in 
funder, yet is it fayd that (he dyd long (ithens conuert Due defert into 
yonder fame Lawrell tree. The which may very well be (b, con- 
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fideryng the Etimologie of his name, for we fee that the Lawrell 
braunch is a token of triumph in all TropheiSy and giuen as a reward 
to all ViAors, a dignitie for all degrees, confecrated and dedicate to 
yfpollo and the Mufes as a worthie flower, leafe, or braunch for their 
due deferts. Of him I will hold no longer difcourfe, becaufe hee was 
Metomarphqfed before my tyme ; for your Maieftie muft vnderftand 
that I haue not long helde this charge, neyther do I meane long to 
continue in it : but rather moft gladly to followe your Highnefle, 
wherefoeuer you fliall become. 

But to fpeake of Deepe defire (that wretch of worthies, and yet 
the worthieft that euer was condemned to wretched eftate), he was 
fuch an one as neither any delay could daunt him : no difgrace could 
abate his paffions, no tyme coulde tyre him, no water quench his 
flames, nor death it felf could amafe him with terror. 

And yet this ftraunge ftarre, this courteous, cruell, and yet the 
cruelleft courteous that euer was, this AhtebaftUy Zabeta^ or by what 
name fouer it (hall pleafe your maieftie to remember hyr, did neuer 
ceafe to vfe imprecation, inuocation, coniuration, and all meanes pof- 
fible, vntill ftie had caufed him to be turned into this Holy bu/h ; and 
he was in this life and worlde continually full of compunftions, fo is 
he now fumiflied on euery fide with fharpe pricking leaues, to proue 
the reftlefle prickes of his priuie thoughts. Mary, there are two 
kinds of Holly j that is to fay, he Holly ^ and fhe Holly. Nowe fome 
will fay that the flie Holly hath no prickes, but thereof I entermeddle 
not. 

AT thefe wordes her Maieftie came by a clofe Arbor, made all of 
Hollie, and whiles Siluanus pointed to the fame, the principall 
bufli fliaked. For therein were placed both ftraunge Muficke, and 
one who was there appointed to reprefent deepe Defire. SiluanuSy per- 
ceiuing the bufti to ftiake, continued thus : 

BEHOLDE, moft gratious Queene, this Holly bu/h doeth tremble 
at your prefence, and therefore I beleeue that Deepe defire hath 
gotten leaue of the Gods to fpeake vnto your excellent Maieftie in 

II. s 
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their behalfe, for I my felfe was prefent in the councell chamber of 
Heauen, when Defire was thought a meete meflenger to be fent from 
that conuocation vnto your Maieftie as Ambafladour; and giue care, 
good Queene : me thinkes I heare his voyce. 

Herewith Deepe defire fpake out of the Holly Bu(h 
as followeth : 

STAY, ftay your haftie fteppes, 
O Queene without compare, 
And heare him talke whofe trufty tongue 

confumed is with care. 
I am that wretch Defire^ 

whom neither death could daunt, 
Nor dole decay, nor dread delay, 

Nor fayned cheere inchant. 
Whom neither care could quench, 

nor fancie force to change ; 
And therefore turned into this tree, 

which fight, percafe, feemes ftrange. 
But when the Grods of Heauen, 

and Goddefles withall. 
Both Gods of fieldes and foreft Gods, 

yea. Satires y Nimphsy and all, 
Determined a dole 

by courfe of free confent, 
With wailing words and mourning notes 

your partyng to lament, 
Then thought they meet to chufe 

me, filly wretch DeJirCy 
To tell a tale that might bewray 

as much as they requyre. 
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But, Queenc, belecue me nowe, 

although I do not fweare. 
Was neuer greefe, as I could gefle, 

which fat their harts fo necre. 
As when they heard the newes 

that you, O royall Qucene, 
Would part from hence, and that to prooue 

it may full well be feene ; 
For marke what teares they fhed, 

thefe fiue dayes paft and gone ! — 
It was no rayne of honeftie, 

it was great floods of mone ; 
As firft Diana wept 

fuch brynifh bitter teares : 
That all hyr Nimphes dyd doubt hyr death, 

hyr face the figne yet beares : 
Dame Flora fell on ground, 

and brufde hyr wofull breaft ; 
Yea, Pan dyd breake his Oten pipes : 

Siluanus and the reft 
Which walke amid thefe woods, 

for greefc dyd rore and cry ; 
And louCj to fhew what mone he made, 

with thundring crackt the fkye. 
O Queene, O worthy Queene, 

within thefe holts and hilles 
Were neuer heard fuch greeuous grones, 

nor feene fuch wofull wils. 
But fince they haue decreed 

that I, poore wretch, Defire 
In their behalfe fhall make their mone, 

and comfort thus require, 
Vouchfafe, O comely Queene, 

yet longer to remayne. 
Or ftill to dwell amongft vs here. 

O Queene, commaund againe 
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This Caftle and the Knight 

which keepes the fame for you : 
Thefe woods, thefe waues, thefe fouis^ thefc fifties, 

thefe deere which are your dew, 
Liue here, good Queene, Hue here, 

you are amongft your friends : 
Their comfort comes when you approch, 

and when you part, it ends. 
What fruits this foyle may ferue, 

thereof you may be fure ; 
Dame Ceres and Dame Flora both 

will with you ftill indure. 
Diana would be glad 

to meet you in the Chafe ; 
Siluanus and the forreft Gods 

would follow you apace. 
Yea, Pan would pipe his part 

fuch daunces as he can. 
Or els j1 folio Muficke make, 

and Mars would be your man. 
And to be ftiort, afmuch 

as Gods and men may doo. 
So much your highnefle here may finde 

with faith and fauour to. 
But if your noble mynde 

refblued by decree. 
Be not content by me, Dejirey 

perfwaded for to be, 
Then bende your willing eares 

vnto my willing note. 
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Herewith the confort of Muficke founded, and Deepe 
defire fung this fong : 

COME, Mufes, come, and heJpe me to lament, 
come woods, come waues, come hils, come doleful dales. 
Since life & death are both againft me bent, 

come gods, come men, beare witnefle of my bales. 
O heauenly Nimphs, come helpe my heauy heart 
with fighes to fee dame pleafure thus depart. 

If death or dole could daunt a deepe defire, 

if priuie pangs could counterpeife my plaint ; 
If traift of time a true intent could tire, 

or cramps of care a conftant minde could taint ; 
Oh then might I at will here Hue and fterue, 

although my deedes did more delight deferue. 

But out, alas ! no gripes of greefe fuffice 

to breake in twaine this harmelefle heart of mine ; 

For though delight be banifht from mine eies, 
yet Hues Defire whom paines can neuer pine. 

O ftraunge afFedls, I Hue which feeme to die, 
yet die to fee my deere delight go by. 

Then farewell fweet, for whom I tafte fuch fower ; 

farewell, delight, for whom I dwell in dole : 
Free will farewell, farewell my fancies flower, 

farewell content, whom cruell cares controle. 
Oh farewell life, delightfuU death farewell, 

I dye in heauen, yet Hue in darkfome hell. 

^ This fong being ended, the muficke ceafed, and 
Siluanus concluded thus : 

MOST gratious Queene, as it ihould but euill haue befeemed a 
God to be founde fraudulent or deceiptfull in his fpeech, fo 
haue I neither recompted nor foretolde any thing vnto your Maieftie, 
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but that which you haue nowe founde true by experience, and becaufe 
the cafe is very lamentable in the conuerfion of Detpe dejire^ as alfo 
becaufe they knowe that your Maicftie is fo highly fauoured of the 
Gods that they will not deny you any reafonable requeft. Therfore 
I do humbly craue in his behalfe, that you would either be a futer 
for him vnto the heaucnly powers, or elfe but onely to giue your 
gracious confent that hee may be reftored to his pryftinate eftate. 
Whereat your highnefle may be aflured that heauen will fmile, the 
earth will quake, men will clap their hands, and I will alwayes con- 
tinue an humble befeecher for the flourifhing eftate of your royall 
perfon. Whom God nowe and euer preferue to his good 
pleafure and our great comfort. 
Amen. 

^am Martiy quam Mercuric. 
FINIS. 
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The Hermit's Tale.' 



IEHOLDE, good Queene, a poett with a Speare 
(Straundge fightes well mark't are underftode the better.) 
A Soldyer armde, with penfyle in his eare, 
With penn to fighte, and fworde to wryte a letter, 

His gowne haulfFe of, his blade not fully bownde, 

In dowbtfuU doompes which waye were beft to take 

With humble harte, and knees that kyfle the growunde, 

Prefentes hymfelfe to yo for dewtyes fake 

And thus he faithe : no daunger, I proteft. 

Shall €ver lett this loyal I harte I beare 

To ferve yo fo as maye become me befte 

In feilde, in Towne, in Cowrte, or any where. 

Then, peereles prince, employe this willinge man 

In your afFayres, to do the befte he cann. 

Tarn Marti quam Mercurio. 

* It will be fcen that there is much famenefs of treatment and charafler between 
the preicnt prodadlion and the Pleafures at Keniltoortb, In both, Gafcoigne feems to 
have imperfonated a wild roan ; and there are other tolerably obvious refcmblances. 
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To the Queenes moft excellent Ma^^^ 



I ELL, (worthy Quene) & my moft gracyous fovraugne, it 
hathe byn wrytten in authoryty, and obferued by ex- 
perience, that thonder " often tymes brufeth the bones, 

w***hout blemyftiing of y* flefh/ or (as fome have held 

opynyon) yt hathe byn fene to breke the fword, without hurt don 
to the fcaberd/" The w** as yt is a rare and ftraunge aduenture, fo in 
my judgement yt deferveth deepely to be confidered/, and being 
once well weyed it requyreth alfo to be well remembred/ The 
chaunces w'^*' happen unto man, are infynyte & full of wonderfull 
varyetie/ yet are theare none of them (in my judgement) fo fleight or 
ridiculous, but that they carry w*** them fome prefage or forewarnyng/ 
And being thriftely ufed, may become as proffitable to the willing 
mynde, " as the drye Tyme is to the Bees hy ve/" much more then 
are thos accidents to be marked, w*** in them felves bewray that they 
are fent from above, as manyfeft tokens of gods wrathe or will/ 
And becaufe I knowe yo' Ma*^* to be as depe in judgem^ as you are 
gracious in favorable conftrudion, I will (by your highnes leave) 
p'fume to allegoryfe this Adage in fuch fimple forte as my flender 
capacyty is able/ referring bothe my tryfelyng travayle, & myne 
unfemely felf, to y* dome w''** my duty bodeth, and the grace w*'** 
your Sovraugnty will vouch fafe. Thonder then (fay I) is an ap- 
parant token of gods wrath and difpleafure/ not only becaufe it hath 
byn by poetical! inventons fo expounded, but becaufe we fee by ex- 
perience y* it never (or very feldom) bringeth good efFeAs w*** yt. 
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cxtremyties of heate, uppon y* face of y* earth/ The froft feafbneth 
y* ground/ The fnow comforteth both grafle & corne/ and y® hayle 
(w^ of y* reft is moft vehem*) doth drawe downe grofle humors con- 
gealed in y* ayre, w*'** otherwise might grow to greater inconvenyence : 
only Thonder (w*** lightening his meflenger) do beat down corne 
grafle & fruite, confume the foyfon of y' erth, and many tymes do 
deftroy o' habytacons and reftinge places, wheareby we maye playnlye 
p)erceyve that it is a type or perfefte token of gods wrath and indig- 
nacon conceyved agaynft us./ 

Well, yt weare high tyme that I fhoulde fhorten this Tedyous 
preamble, and retourne to paraphrafe uppon my Adage according to 
my promefle/ fince I may fooner mynyfter matter to make y" ma*** 
fmyle att my folly, then fett downe fuch reafons as are worthye the 
attenty ve readyng of fo lerned a prynceflfc./ 

Shall we then take this Text groflely or litterally as yt ftandeth, 
faying thatt Thoonder brufeth the bones withoute blemyfhe feen on 
the flefhe ? or breaketh the fword and hurteth not the flcaberd ? 
God forbyd. But thonder (being as I have fayd) the wrath of 
god doth often punyfhe the fowle of man, when his body feemeth to 
florifhe in greateft profperytie/ ytt fecretly cracketh the fkyes of his 
confcyens, when he tryumpheth moft to the outward eye of the 
world/ ytt breaketh the blade of his raftie determynacons, though ytt 
leave the flcaberd of diflimulation whole and untouched/ for trewly 
(my good Sovereigne) I coinpt the thoughtes of man to be fowle, 
how fayr foever his pretences are/ nott unlike the filthynes of his 
fleftie and entrayles, w*'** are clenly covered with a fyne fyllme of 
comely flcynne/ And this allegorycall expofitoii of Thoonder have 
I pretely pyked owt of myne owne youthfuU pranks fyndyng by 
deare experyence that God (feeing the crokednes of my wayes) 
hath brufed my bones though not blemylhcd my fleftie/ and broken 
my {word not touching the flcaberd/ he hath overwhelmed my pryvy 
thoughts w* contynuall regreate, though owtwardly I march amongft 
the ranks of a delightfuU darlyng/ he hath brufed my bones w*** the 
fcourge of repentance though my body beare the ftiew of a wanton 
and waveryng worldling/ and he hath broken the blade of my headye 
will/ though the fcaberd of my wiftiinge remayn hole & att lybertye/ 

II. T 
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But fynce the judgem' of the allmighty are nott moveable, fynce 
tyme paft cannot be called agayne/ fynce Had I wyft is a fymple figne 
of dilcrete government, I am forced in theis cxtremyties to take 
comforte in one other obfervac6n w*'** we fynde in worldly occur- 
rents/ for we fee that one felf fame Soonfhyne doth both harden the 
clay and diflblve the waxe/ wherby I am encouraged to gather that 
as god (by his wrath juftly concey ved) hath ftrooken me, fo (by his 
mercy pyttefuUy enclyned) he may when ytt pleafeth hym gracyoufly 
recomfort me/ and the fame Soone which (hyneth in his juftice to 
corred ftubborne ofFendo" may alfo glider in his grace to forgeve 
the penytent fynner. 

Theis things (liege Lady) I am bold thus rudely to draw in 
fequens before the fkyllful eyes of your lerned ma'^yfyndyng my 
youth myfpent, my fubftance ympayred, my credytt accrafed, my 
tallent hydden, my follyes laughed att, my rewyne unpytted, and 
my trewth unemployed/ All which extremyties as they have of long 
tyme aftonyed myne underftanding, fo have they of late openly 
called me to gods gates. And yo"" ma*^* being of Grod godly and (on 
earth) our god (by god) appoynted, I prefume lykewyfe to knock att 
the gates of yo' gracyous goodnefs/ hopyng that yo' highnefs will fett 
me on worke though ytt were noone and paft before I foughte fervicc/ 
for (moft gracyous lady) although I have overlong loytered, al- 
though I have gariftily gadded, although I tylled the foyle of fancy 
and reaped the fruite of folly, I may not yet allwaies wander wyldlye 
nor fynallie conclude to difpayre cowardly/ I maye " not (like a babe) 
for one tryfle taken from me throwe away the reft w** might have 
heaped my contentafiin/ I may not fo much mervayle att other 
mens good happes, that in the meane whyle I forgett myne owne 
defeds/ for as fencers before they be made maifters muft challenge 
and abyde all comers, fo Magnanymtye and true Fortitude muft be 
content to abyde all frownes of fortune before they atteyne to the 
height of her wheele/ and more comendable is he w** (in poverty) 
ftryveth that no man excell hym for vertews, then he w*** in prof- 
perytie grudgeth att another mans advancement. 

And will y**' Ma'^* geue me leave a little to playe with my felf, 
or arogantly to tomble owt of myne owne mowth a fpeeche thatt w*** 
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much more modefty might have byn delyvered by others ? I will 
faye then that I fynd in my felf fome fufFycency to ferve yo"^ highnes/ 
w'** caufeth me thus prefumpteowfly to prefent you w*** theis rude 
lynes/ having turned the eloquent tale of Hemetes the Heremyte 
(Wherw*** I faw y*"' lerned judgment greatly pleafed at Woodftock) 
into latyne, Italyan and frenche/ nott that I thinke any of the fame 
tranflac5ns any waie comparable with the firft inven66n/ for if yo' 
highnes compare myne ignorance w*** the audo" fkyll, or have regard 
to my rude phrafes compared with his well polifhed ftyle, you (hall 
fynde my fentences -as much difordered as arrowes fhott owt of 
ploughes/ and my theames as unaptly profecuted as hares hunted 
w*"* oxen/ for my latyne is ruftye, myne Itallyan muftye, and my 
french forgrowne: I meane my lattyne over long yeared, myne 
Itallyan to lately lerned, and my frenche altogether owt of fafhyon. 

But yet fuche Itallyan as I have lerned in London, and fuch 
lattyn as I forgatt att Cantabridge : fuche frenche as I borowed in 
hoUand, and fuche Englifhe as I dale in weftmerland : even fuch & 
no better (my worthy fovereigne) have I here poured forth before you/ 
moft humbly befeching yo' ma*^% that you will vouchfafe gracyowfly 
to looke ynto yo' loyall fubjeft/ and beholde me (coomly Queene) 
nott as I have byn, butt as I am/ or rather not as I am but as I 
would be/ for I fpare not here to proteft that I have no will to be, 
but as I fhould be/ 

Behold here (learned pryncefle) nott Gafcoigne the ydle poett, 
wryting tryfles of the green Knighte, but Gafcoigne the Satyricall 
wryter, medytating the Mufe that may exprefle his reformac6n/ 
forgett (moft excellent lady) the poefies w*"** I have fcattered in the 
world, and I vowe to wryte volumes of proffitable poems, wherew*** 
yo**' ma'** may be pleafed./ only employ me (good Queene) and I 
truft to be proved as dillygent as Clearchus, as refolute as Mutius, 
and as faythfull as Curtius/ yo' ma'** fhall ever fynde me w*** a penne 
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fpent, lett me moft humbly befeche yo' highnes that you vouch fafe 
to pardon my boldnes, and deigne to acccpte this my fimple new- 
yeres gifte/ 

Some newes may yt feme vnto yo'' ma'** that a poore gent, of 
Eng** w^'^owt travell or inftruftions (lattyne except) fhould any way 
be able to deaJe w*** fo manye ftraunge languages/ more newes (hould 
yt be to my frends if they heard that any vertue had advanced 
me to your fervice/ but moft gladfome newes fhould I thinke them, 
if I mighte underftand that yo*^ noble and worthy mynde had but 
onely vouchfafed to perufe theis rude lynes/ for my comfort and 
fatisfadtion herin I fhall chefelie crave that if your ma*'* doe any 
way miflike this my bold attempt, you will yet vouchfafe to kepe yt 
from my knowledge/ for yt is one efpeciall comfort, a man to be 
void of under ftanding when the fuccefle of his occurrents is contrary 
to his dcfire./ 

I am yo' ma"" loyall fubjeft/ borne to enheryte the freedom of 
yo' domynyons/ and thearew***all have byn (more then ones) recom- 
forted w*** the plefant fownd of yo' cherefull voyce/ fo that y' highnes 
hath vouchfafed to knowe me/ and that (w*** the reft) emboldened 
this enterpryfe/ wherin I prefume (by contemplac6n] righte humbly 
to kyfle the delycacy of yo' imperiall handes/ beleeching the all- 
mighty to blefle you w*** many profperous newe yeres, and to enable 
me for yo' fervice according to my defiers this furft of January 1576 
and ever/ • 

Your Ma** loyall and depely 

afFecftionate fubjed 

G. Gascoignb. 
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The tale of Hemetes the heremyte 

Pronownced before the ^ Majejiy att 
Woodjiocke. i i^j^. 

more, moft. valyant Knights/ vyolencc muft geve place hc fpcak- 
to vertue/ and the doubtfull hazard you be in by a moft J^.^^** 
noble heipe muft be ended. Thus the Imortall gods by thatfoughte 
unmoveable deftiny have decreed/ therefore ceafe your ^*"* 
fight and follow me/ fo ftiall you heare that you woulde litle beleeve/ 
and ftiall have w^ me that will moft behove you. And you (faire He fpcak- 
lady) fall into this fellowftiipp wheare yt fliall appeare Sibilla faid J^^ \^ 
true, and youre infortunes ftiall have end./ fcnt. 

Moft excellent princefle : forepoynted from above with yo' pre- He fpeak- 
fenfe to pleafe and yo*^ vertue to profitt more then you are aware of; 
how muche you are bownd to the Imortall godds, and mortall men 
be bownd to you, oure prefent cafe will partly proove/ But before 
you undtand the worth of yo*^ vertue, it may pleafe you to heare the 
varyablenes of o' adventures/ Not longe fince in the country of 
Cambaya w*'*' is fcytuate neere the mouthe of the riche ryver Indus, a 
mighty duke bare domynyon called Oceanon/ who had heire to his 
eftate but one onely daughter named Gandina/ This ladie then, more 
faire then fortunate, lyved moft deare to her father and moft beloved 
of his people. But (to prove that beawtie is not ever a benefit, 
nor highe eftates be alwaies the happieft) it happened within a 
while Gandina, foughte by many that were great and ferved by many 
that were Worthy, had more compety tio of her beawtie, then did either 
well content her, or proove yt comodyous unto her/ for love w*** is 
not leadd by order, nor chufeth by appoyntment, tymed her affec- 
tion unmoveably w*** the likyng of a Knight (of eftate but meane 
but of value very great) called Contarenus, who exceedingly loved 
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her. So the defines of many other was fomewhat for her glory, but 
nothinge for her gaine. In fmall proces of tyme (the fecret fiers 
of their fancies diicovered) the fmoke of their defires bewrayed this 
matter to her father longe before they woold. The duke diflembling 
what he fawe, determyning to difappoint that he moft mifliked, 
neither made challendge to the knighte nor charged his daughter for 
any love was betwixt them, but devyfed a way (as he thoughte) 
moft fure but (as it prooved) moft forowfull, to fett theis lovers in 
foonder. By the worke of an enchantrefle (moft cunnyng in her 
kynde) he caufed Contaremus to be caughte upp and carry ed in the 
ayrc from the coafte of Cambaya to the very bondes of the Ocean 
Sea: w*** coft Oceanon xx Thoufande crownes/ a deare price of 
repentaunce/ but it is no novellty for princes to make their willes 
very coftly, and fometyme to pay deare for their owne difpleafure. 

Contarenus thus ftraungely devyded froni his joy and ppiexed above 
meafure, was charged by his enchantrefs to weare this punyftim* w** 
patiens w*"* neceflyty did putt on, and deftyny wold putt ofiV And 
ere feven yeres came about, ftie truly aflured hym he ftiould nave for 
his reward the height of his defire. But firft he ftiould fighte w*"* the 
hardyeft Knighte, and fee the worthieft ladie in the whole worlde/ 
Now the while whileft ftie tould hym he muft take the garde of a 
blynd heremyte who ftiold recover his fighte, and he his fatisfaftion 
bothe at one tyme/ So ftie lefte hym on the erth and toke her way 
agayne into the ayre. 

Gandina now lacking longe that ftie loked for (the fighte and 
fervice of her Knighte) fell foone into thofe difeafes y' accompany 
fuche defire, as ftie was accombred with miftruft, curyofity and ex- 
ceeding unreft. At laft (as princes doe fewe things fo pry vyly but 
they have ^takers of their counfell, and heires to crownes lack never 
fervants of hope w*** be curyous to pleafe them) the devyfe & deal- 
ynge of Oceanon came to the eares of his daughter/ the w*'** beeng 
tould her, and is it even fo (q. Gandina) care Kings for no rightc/ 
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of myne adventures (hall make me forfake. But if I loofe not my 
lyfe, I will fynde Contarenus, if he be in the world. This fayd (he 
purfued her moft hard determynac6n : and taking onely a Damfell 
w*** her in (imple habyte w*** fuche things as were nece(rary fhe 
ftreighte conveyed her felfe moft clofely from the borders of Cam- 
baya, and with toyle to longe to tell pafled pills paft beleefe till at 
laft (he arryued att the grott of Sibilla/ wheare by chaunce (he mett a 
moft noble Knighte cleped Loricus/ by love lykewyfe drawne thither 
to learne what ftiould betyde hym/ This Loricus loved a ladie that 
was matchles in fuche mann' as was ftraunge/ for after muche devyfe 
and dyllygens to attayn to that favour that (he wold be pleafed/ he 
mighte but love her withoute lokinge for rewarde/ Seing no glympfe 
of her liking his utmoft devocion, (to fynde furely owte her fancie 
w^** fhe carry ed moft clofely) he made a ftraunge afTay w*** all fem- 
blaunt that mighte be (hewed to fett by her but little that was (b 
foughte for of all/ and the better to colo*^ the pa(ryon he was not 
able to conquere he made (hew of choyce of a new m'*^ that lyved 
evry day in her eye (a pece furely of price, but farre from fuche a perle 
as his hert onely efteemed) and to this Idoll he femed to offer all his 
love and his fervice/ leaving no manner of obfervaunce y* to love 
apperteyneth/ as wearing her colo' on his back and her picture in his 
bofome/ keeping her company before all other, and contynuing moft 
att her commaundem^ w*** efpied by the ladie that in dede was like no 
moe (for whatfoever man may thinke might be come or content) 
though (he cared not for his choyce, fhe (howed fkorne of his 
chaunge/ and difclofed by jeloufy that love cold not difcov'/ w*** 
Loricus perceiving he fell by and by to confider yt was the want of 
his worthe that made his fervice unacceptable, and no impoflibyllyty 
in her will, to recey ve them to ferve her, that meryted the bono" of 
fuche favo'. Therefore he lefte his owne country and betooke hym 
felf altogether to travell and to armes/ defeiring w"* moft endevo' but 
to deferve that reputacon, as this greate and noble miftrefs wold but 
thynke hym worthy to be hers though (he would never be none of 
his. So thinking no toyle to tough nor no attempt to hard to attayne 
to renowne, he wandred through the world till by paynfull waies he 
came to Sybyllas grott, where he met Gandina. Theare theis two 
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lovers having occafyon to unfold all thcire fortunes, the ladie (eking 
to know the ende of her travell and the Knighte fome advyfe for the 
eafe of his hope/ they bothe recey ved this aunfwer of Sybilla/ that as 
they were now coupled by fortune, they fhould never part fellow- 
fhipe till they had found owte a place, wheare men were mofte ftrange 
and women moft fayre/ the country moft fertyll/ the peopele moft 
welthy/ the govmn' moft juft/ and the princes moft wourthy/ So 
ftiould the lady fee that would content her/ fo ftiould the Knighte 
here that wold comforte hym. 

Now, moft deare and beft deferving ladie, ytt falles to my pur- 
pofe and yo' prayfe to fay fomewhat of my felf. Oulde though you 
fee me here and wrynkled/ caft into a coroner/ yet once have I byn 
otherwyfe/ a Knighte knowne and accepted of w*** the beft in die 
world and lyving in a court of moft fame amongft a fwarme of 
Knights and ladies of greate worthe and greate vertue/ wheare 
bcawty had the bafe, and defire foughte the goale/ Itt chaunced me 
to love a lady, to be beloved of love hym felf if he could have but 
feen her/ Butt as ftie was fuche as didd excell, fo was fhe wonder- 
full of condic^n, w^oute difdayne to be defired, but moft deynty to 
be dealt with for touche her/ fhe would tourne to twenty dyvers 
ftiapes yet to none but to content me, as me thoughte that thoughte 
ftill to touche her was heaven/ And fo yt femed by my hold that 
was moft loath to lett her goe, till ftie liked (alas) at y* laft to putt 
on the ftiape of a Tigrefle fo terrible to behould as I durft beholde 
her no longer/ And being fo efcaped I cold nev*^ more fett eye on her. 
Madame, thus began my payn, but you here not yet my punyftimy 
being ftiifted from y* fighte of y^ I fought above all things in the 
world & then little delighting to loke on any thinge ells I toke by, 
& by a pilgrymage to Paphos in Cyprus trufting to here of my M" 
theare where Venus was moft honoured/ whither when I was come, as 
I began to fteppe in att y* dores of her temple I was fodenly ftricken 
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& a fervant of love/ But it is no parted afFedion (q** he) that Venus 
wilbe honored w^Y Booke & bewty make no matche, and it is a 
whole man (or no man) y* this goddefle will haue ferve her/ And 
therw'hall taking me by y* fhoulders he thruft me oute of y* temple/ 
So w^** fighes & forrow I fatt downe in y* porche, making interceflyon 
to Apollo, (the peculyer god I honoured) to have compaflyon of 
myne eftate/ Now faithful preyers being harde ere they be eended, 
Mercury comes unto me & bids me be of good comfort/ The gods 
(q*. he) be iuft, though women be angrye : the goddefles be all fownde 
to have this fault : Diana w*** Adaeon : Pallas w*** Arachne : Juno w*** 
Tyrefias, were angry withoute meafure/ fo is Venus now w*** the/ 
The caufe (w'** the remydy) fhalbe tould the at Delphos whither 
ftreght I muft carry the/ W^*"*" he had no fooner fpoken, but by & by 
I was fett in the temple of Apollo/ wheare firft demaunding my fault, 
the oracle made aunfwer : Thy feare and not thie faith : And what 
(q. I) may be my remydie ? The beft befide the beawtyfulleft, the 
oracle ftreight aunfwered/ And w*** this Apollo his prieft toke mee 
by the hand recompting unto me the whole corfe of my life/ whome 
I loved and how I loft her/ And when I told hym of the faythfull- 
nes of my fervice, and faultlefnes of my meanyng, of the varyablenes 
of her condicon, and at laft of the fearfulnes of her appearaunce/ 
Ah good Hemetes (q. he), It is not the kynde of women to be 
cruell, it is but their countenaiice/ and touching theire varyablenes, 
who will not apply hym felf therto/ (hall not muche pleas them, nor 
longe hould them : neither is it to be found fault with. Nature yt 
felfe loveth varyety, fo it be withoute deceipt/ now for thy faultlefnes, 
it fufficeth not/ The fervant of Venus muft not onely have faith, 
but alfo lack feare. Feare loft the thy m"fe, and thy boldenes to 
enter into Venus temple being unacceptable, made her ftrike the 
blynde/ Butt Appollo biddes me tell thee the gods will receave 
whome women forfake/ and eyes ftiutt from delightes have myndes 
more open to underftanding/ This punyftim* fhalbe thy proffitt/ 
Venus can barre the but from her felicy tie of love/ but for the devo- 
tion thou beareft to Appollo he geveth thee this gifte/ to be able to 
decypher the deftyny of evry one in love, and better to advyfe them 
than the beft of her dearlings/ And further now doth promife the in 
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revolution of ycrcs/ thou (halt recover thy iighte/ but this (hall not 
betyde the/ tyll att one tyme and in one place in a country of mod 
peas/ two of the mod vallyaunt Knights (hall fighte, two of the moft 
conftant lovers (hall meete, & the moft verteous lady in the world 
(hall be theare to looke on/ And when thyne eies may beholde that 
thy harte delighteth in, a ladie in whome enhabiteth the moft vertuc 
learnyng and beawtie that ever was in creature then (hall they be 
opened/ and that (halbe thy warrant/ All Apollo faieth is foothe, 
the whilft it is determyned thowe (halt dwell in an hermytage, wheare 
nothinge that longs to natures ufe (halbe lacking unto the/ So fod- 
eynly I was (hifted to this hill hard by wheare I have wyntered many 
a yere farre from the woes and wrongs the world befides is full of/ 
And now beft ladie and moft beawtyfull/ fo termed of the Oracle/ 
and fo thoughte of in the world, what the enchantrefle told Conta- 
renus, Sybilla (hewed Gandina and Loricus/ And what Apollo faid to 
me/ by your moft happy coomyng is veryfied. The moft hardy 
Knights Contarenus and Loricus here have foughte/ the moft con- 
ftaunt lovers Loricus and Gandina here be mett/ and poore Hemetes, 
as this Knighte knoweth, full longe biynde have receyved agayne my 
(ighte/ All w*** happened by the grace of yo' vertue, with the beft (b 
much bono"", and we are now moft bounde to/ And fo I prefent theis 
noble pfons, to pleas you with their fervice, and my felf to ferve you 
w^ my prayers/ And leaving the lovers to theare delighte muft leave 
Loricus this advyfe/ Knighte pfecute thy purpofe, it is noble/ learn- 
yng by me not to feare/ and of thy felf to take payne remembring 
nothinge notable is woone w*howte difficulty/ Hercules had by his 
labo' his renowne, and his ruyn by his love/ Loricus thyne ende wilbe 
rewarde/ att leaft moft reputacon, w**** nobleft women muft efteeme/ 
But I feare I have to longe tyred yo' moft noble eares, and therefore 
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no coft but of good will/ myne howcr approcheth for my oryfons/ 
W*^ according to my vowe I muft never breake/ I muft there leave 
yo' Ma***, p'myfing to pray (as for my foule) that whofoer wiftie you 
beft, may never wifhe in vayne/ 



Fabula ab Hemete Heremita cora Maieftate 
regia Woodftocki prolata 1575. 



AXIS iam (mih'tes Invidiflimi) fatis decertatu eft/ virtuti AUoquitur 
vim cedere oportet/ ancepfq martis alea nobiliffimo auxilio ***?"** **"°» 
dirimenda eft/ Sic dij immortales inevitabili fato decrev- teporis ibide 
erunt/ Abfiftite itaq. pugna, meq. fequimini/ Sic audietis J^f"*'"* 
ea quae minime credituri eftis, mecuq. eo fruemini quod veftri per- 
magni intererit/ Tu autem (virgo venuftiflima) ad banc te focietatem Aiioquitur 
adiuge/ vbi facile conftabit vera efle ea omnia, quae fatidico ore w^^oinam 
cecinit futuri praefaga Sibylla, et tuis iam tandem adventare fincm ?bi'pr^°* 
aerumnis/ fentem. 

Illuftriffima Princeps, divinitus dimifla vt efles, quae et prefentia AUoquitur 
nos obledares ; et virtute (opinione magis) prodefles tua, quantu dijs ^«8»»»«n* 
debeas imortalibus/ mortales aute tibi/ huius noftri acerbiflimi cafus 
rccordatio demonftrabit/ Sed priuiqua tantae virtutis tam admira- 
bilem(excellentiflima princeps) & dignitatem defpicias, placeat, quacfo, 
Maieftati tuae varios cafus, et crebras fortunae noftrae c5mutationes, 
intueri/ Non ita multis abhinc diebus in terra Cambaiasquae (ita eft 
ad oftiu Indi fiuminis prediuitis, Occanon Dux quide magni nominis 
et fama pcrcelebri, reru potiebatur/ vnica qui duntaxat habebat filia 
Gandinam (fie enim appellabatur) principatus fui reliAurus heredem/ 
Ha?c a forma (magis quam fortuna) foelix, vt chara patri, fie omnia 
grata populo et periucunda fuit/ Ceteru non femper formae decus 
pofleflbres beat fuos, nee fublimis femper fortuna faclix. Exemplo erit 
Gandina/ ad quam cu (eximia oris incenfi pulchritudine) permulti 
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nobiles proci, nee pauciores haud mediocri dignitate ferui conflux- 
iflent, longc plures formae riuales habuit, qua aut ipfa pcuperet, aut 
rationibus fuis magnopere expediret/ Siquide Amor (qui nullius ad 
vota confilio diredis veftigyis infiftit, fed ceco femper praeceps impetu 
ruit), {tk huic dulciflime Virgini in venas atq. medullas fenfim in- 
fudit/ mentemq. illius Contareni cuiufdam defyderio qui earn quoq. 
mifere deperibat (haud magni fane loci militis, fed maximc virturis), 
incendit/ Vnde adeo faftu eft ut ille tantus nobiliu amatoru concur- 
fus plus ad formae fama, qua ad mentis tranquilitatem deledationis 
attulerunt ; etenim non ita multis interieftis diebus, igneus ille ardor 
qui fecreto intus exeftuabat incendio, fe prodit, et longe anteq illi 
volebant, ex fumo flamaSy incenfis fubefle pedoribus perfenfit pater. 
Verutamen Dux quae vidiffet diffimulanda ratus, atq. id quod tanto- 
pere difplicebat novo atq. inaudito comento avertere cogitans, neq. equite 
neq. filiam ullius unqua infimulandu amoris exiftimabat. Ceteru quo 
infelices q primu difiugeret amantes, firmiflimu ad id ipfe (opinionis 
errore) confiliu fufcepit ; fed, ut exitus docuit, infauftu nimis et perlu- 
gubre/ Veneficae cuidam artificio (quae in fuo genere fcientia longe 
ceteris omnibus antecellebat) Contarenu in aere magno miraculo fub- 
limem rapi fecit/ atq. Cambaia in vltimas Oceani oras transfcrri/ quod 
ut fieret, viginti aureoru millia veneficae dederat/ magna hercle peni- 
tentiae merces ; veru illud principibus in viris neq. novu neque 
invfitatu videri debet/ quorii pleruq. defideria imanibus folent condiri 
fumptibus/ magnoq. maxima interdu emuntur incofiioda/ Contarenus 
interea, tam admirabili modo ab amore diuulfus fuo confternatus, atq. 
animo fupra q"* dici poteft anxius, a venefica admonebatur uti eam qua 
fatalis inflixerat eandeq brevi depulfura foret neceflitas calamitate 
equo et refto animo pferret/ futuru namq. (idq. perfande recepit) ut, 
nondu perafto feptennio, patientiae premiu obtineret fuae, votiq. compos 
fieret/ fante tamen cu perftrenuo fibi milite depugnandu, & heroina 
etia videnda una, omniii quas fuftinet terraru orbis praecellentiffima/ 
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quotidie (incredibili cu voluptate) fuis irradiantem ocellulis intueri 
confueuerat, aegra animi, ijs morbis confliftari ccpit quae infeparabiles 
taliu pleruq. cupiditatu comites exiflunt/ rufpicionibus nimirum et crebris 
curiofaru querelarum procellis, turn auxiferis undiq. cogitationibus, et 
acerbiilimis cruciamentis diuexari/ Tandem (neq. enim magnorum 
principu negotia ita clam tradantur vt non multos habeant confilioru 
participes, reguq. heredibus nunqua defunt fpei fatellites, qui futurae 
felicitatis expeAatione illedi quoduis facinus fufcipere recufant) 
ad aures infelicis filiae paternae crudelitatis fama peruenit. Quae a 
lu(5tu in rabiem verfa (tantas perbibit medullas amor) Itane vero ? (in- 
quit) NuUane regibus Jufticiae cura ? Nee igitur regnandi Jufticiae 
neq. enim Occanonis aulam neq. Cambaie regnu tanti eftimo, fi fine 
meo mihi Contareno contabefcendu fuerit/ Infaelix o patria tuq. o 
crudeliffime pater, valete/ qui me hanc huius nefandae tempeftatis 
calamitatem fubire cogitis^ te ut fequar (alma fides) qua, vtiq. ut violem, 
neq. celfa fortunae meae dignitas efficerit, neq. periculi magnitude/ 
Etenim (i non fquallore prius et lachrimis confefta, hanc miferabilem 
et erunofiflima animula dimifero, niiq. defiftam donee te, te (mi 
Contarene) vbicuq. terraru es invenero/ 

Haec fata inftituti itineris confiliu profequitur/ vnaq. duntaxat 
pedifequa adhibita, vilibus induta veftibus, rebufq. embus ad vita 
pertenue et lugubrem fuftetanda pofitis atq. inftruftis, clam Cambaya 
proficifcitur/ In itinere vero quas quantafq. moleftias pertulerit qui- 
bufq.^ fuerit jadata cafibus comemorare et longu foret et auditu certe 
incredibile/ Nihilominus tande poft anxios ancipitefq. labores, ad 
Sibyllae antru deuenit/ Ibi Loricum quendam equite perilluftrem, qui 
eo quoq. faeuo compulfus amore, fati eruendi caufa conceflerat ofFendit. 
Heroinam amabat Loricus ifte, qua naturae, qua fortunae dotib 
plane incomparabilem, fed amore mirabili inufitatoq. Nam cu 
omnem opera oefq. ingenij ac induftriae machinas adhibuifTet, eam uti 
ie apud illam in gratiam poneret nullo vt quamuis alio propoiito 
praemio permitteret, tamen femet ipfum ab illo duntaxat amari. 
Ilia autem immitem fe femper atq. inexorabilem preberet nihilo 
prorfus illius infledi vel fedulitate vel obfervantia comoveri videretur : 
ftatuit miro quodam artificio arcana mentis confilia quae ilia ta caute 
contexerat expifcari (Eam itaq. cujus amore omnl^ inflamarentur animi 
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(tanta erat vultus venuftas) vili fe pendere prae fe tulit/ quoq. melius 
cordis (quod reftinguere nequierat) diflimularet incendiu, novam iibi 
Heroinam digit, quse quotidie repudiate occulis obfervaretur/ pul- 
chram illam quidem & peramabile, fed nihil ad hanc qua animo 
medullitus adamarat/ Huic fe Dive totu dederat/ Huic facra 
quotidie faciebat, oiq. obfequio, cultu et obfervanda, fefe ad illius fixic 
arbitriu. Nihil omifit corii quae a percuriofis amantibus fieri cdfuefcut, 
adeo ut humeris colores ipiius geftavit (obiequij et amoris iniignia) in 
iinu autam expreflam imaginis formam (a perito artifice eleganter de- 
pi(fta) circiitulerit/ Accedit preterea quod, ceteris oibus preteritis, in 
illius fe penitus confuetudinem imerferit/ fefeq. totum ad ipiius 
nutu voluntateq. converterit. Hasc cu animaduertiflet praeftans illa- 
que parem oibq. corporis atq. animi quse conferri a natura poflent 
munerib nullam unqua invenit, quamvis de deleAu magnopere 
non laboraret immutati tamen amoris contumeliam indignius ferre 
vife eft/ vnde faftu eft ut quod Amor nequierat, Zelotipia detexerit/ 
Siquide Loricus plane pfpexit indignitatem illius (non autem vlla 
Heroinae implacabilem natura importunitatem), facere ne grata vide- 
rentur ea quae ab illo proficifcerentur oflicia) facilem quippe ipfam, 
perq. benigna videri : talemq. prorftis quae tanto dignos faonore pro- 
tinus fufceptura foret, meritofq. mentis aflfeiftura praemi/ Itaq. 
relida patria, labori atq. armis totu fe deuouit, oiq. conatu in hanc 
duntaxat cogitationem incubuit, eam vt demu (meritoru fama) 
confequeretur gratiam, vti ab hac nobiliffima oiq. laudis fplendore 
circufluete Heroina dignus conferetur qui ipfius eflet, quavis ipla 
illius nunqa futura foret/ Proin deferta patria, nullos non experiudos 
fubeundofq. labores, nullu non audendu quamvis perardu facinus 
cxiftimans, miferis aftus errorib^ omne pene terrarii orbem, itineribus 
afperimis difllicillimifq. pcragrauit, donee tandem ad Sibillae antru, 
ubi Gandiniae, obvia dederat pervenit/ Ibi vero duo amantes ifti ocm 
fortune fuae acerbitatem oefq. quas perpeffi fuerant aeerunas exponut/ 
Gandina etenim prelongi laLoris finem praenofcere avebat/ Loricus 
autem curaru et fpei folamen exoptabat/ Vtriq. tandem Sibilla hanc in 
fententia reipondit : Quod quemadmoidu ja focietate coniunAi erant, 
ita a confortio non fe abftraherent donee eo tandem perveniset vbi 
homines ftrenuiffimi, terra fertilifiima, foemine pulcherinue, populus 
ditiffimus, regimen iuftiflimu Princepfq. digniflima invenirentur. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Pref anted at Woodjiock. 1 5 1 

Sic autem Heroina quod magis optaret videret, milefq. folamen 

animi fui exaudiret/ Jam preftantiffima Princeps, oiq. vertutis decore 

circufuia, tu huius inftituti fermonis ratio, tu laudu tuaru pnecellens 

fplendor et dignitas admirabilis, poftulare videntur vt de meipfo non- 

nihil dicam/ Senem quamvis me (Regina) videas, efFetii viribus, 

fquallidu, rugis deformem et velut mortaliu omniu exclufiflimu, banc 

in (blitudinem et tenebras detrufu, 'tamen fui (Regina) fui quonda 

inclyti nominis eques, fiimoq. in honore habebar ab his qui forti- 

tudinis tu fama perinfignes, tota pene terraru orbem (rem geftaru 

gloria) compleuerant/ verfanti autem mihi quotidie in aula celebri atq. 

pernobili, fortiflimis vndiq. equitibus ac heroinis excellenti venuftate 

ac virtute praeditis afBuentibus (vbi pulchritudo formaq. palmam 

temere, meritis aute prosmia ceflere,) evenit vt cuiufdam Heroine 

amore, mifer implicarer/ cuius in ore tantus fluxit honos tantaq. 

maieftas, Veneris et ipfe filius fi earn confpexiflet, eodem proculdubio 

proflagraflet incendio/ Verum enimvero quemadmodu illius in ore 

Venus omnes fuauitates atq. delitias illigarat fuas, ita Natura fluifluofo 

illam ingenio finxit, et plane mirabili ; fiquidem amantes ilia quidem 

non eft afpernata fuos, fed inexpiabilem fe femper praebuit ac difficile 

onique. qu unqua vixerunt maxime intradlabilem/ Etenim (i quando 

tetigiffem, in centu fe protinus verteret formas, nullam autem fpeciem 

vnqua fufcipere vifa eft quae non occulos mcos incredibili voluptate 

perfunderit/ Sic nimiru (Regina) eo contaftu afficiebar, ut quoties is 

mihi contigit, in caelo cu dijs immortalibus verfari viderer/ facile 

autem id quiuis intelligere potuiflet quandoquide femel fi appre- 

hendiflem denuo demittere mortis erat inftar/ donee fe tandem in 

Tigridem convertit/ Tu vero monftro conterritus amplius contueri 

non audeba,/ itaq. mihi e manibus elapfa, nunq" fe poftea confpicienda 

pnebuit/ Ex hoc fonte (Regina) initio dolores redundarut mei. Nondii 

tamen audis que pena banc tanta acerbitatem exceperit Nam cu hunc 

in modu ejus rei priuarer afpeiftu quam fupra terrena oTa concuperi- 

verem/ adeo ut affidue in eam intuens in eaq. occulis femper et 

cogitatione defixus nullam prorfus ceteris in rebus contemplandis 

voluptatem pceperim, ftatim Ciprii verfus ad infulam Paphos pcre- 

grinari cepi/ meq. hac fpe mifer confolabar, fore ut illic aliquid certi de 

mea cognolcerem/ quandoquidem Venus ibide religiofiffime coleretur 
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Eo cu venifTem atq. templi lam limen inftitiflem, illico me occults 
captu fenfi/ Tarn horrendo obftupefaftus cafu (neq. ullius mihi con- 
fcius fceleris), in genua prouolutus, haec lamentabili voce profudi/ Alma 
Venus, dearu omniu pulcherrima queq. ab 01 prorfus crudelitate abhor- 
res, quod in te tantu facinus admifi, quo numen mihi tuu ta infeflu 
reddiderim ? Stultitia et temeritas tua, refpondit (vti reor) Veneris 
Antiftes/ At, inqua, a teneris unguiquulis virtutis amator fui, doArinas 
cliens/ captivus amoris/ Imo vero (inquit ille) fimplex, non difpartitus 
cfle debet is qui Veneri defertur honos/ invigilare ftudijs non adeo 
Veneri convenit/ totu nempe dea homem, aut omnino nullu requirit 
His diiftis continuo per humeros violenter arreptum, templo me 
>raecipitem eiecit/ Tu vero acri percitus dolore aegrifq. imo duAis 
>e<ftore fufpiriis, in porticu vbi moeftus confedem, Apollinem pecu- 
iare mcu quem pne ceteris Temper colui Deii obfecraba, vt fvpplicis 
fui fortem indigna comiferefceret/ Enimvero quae fide concipiutur 
vota, ijs vix du finitis, protinus occurrut coelites/ aftitit namq. mihi 
precanti Mercurius. £t bono (is (inquit) animo/ quavis enim mulieres 
ira et indignatione acrius interdu efFeruefcant Dij tamen equi femj)cr 
atq. placabiles efle confueverut ; hoc morbo laborant pleraeq. omnes 
Deae/ fie Diana, Afteoni Arachne Pallas, Tyrefiae Juno, praeter modu 
oes adverfae infeftasq. fuerunt veluti iam tibi quoq. Venus/ Tantarii 
autem iraru caufae una cu remedio Delphis tibi poftmodu aperientur/ 
quo transfijrri te confi^ftim oportebit. Haec fatus in templo Apol- 
linis protinus me conftituit, vbi primu cu ab ApoUine fiifcitarer 
qua in re deliquifl'e, editu eft oraculu huiufcemodi/ Formido, non tua 
fides/ Et quod igitur (inqua) remediu? Praeter (inquit) pulcherrima, 
prasftantifiima/ Exinde vero Apollinis fiicerdos manu me prehendit, 
omnefq. anteaAae vitae meae miferias atq. aerunas enumerauit/ cuius 
amori me dedera, ac quibus eam modis perdideram/ atq. hie cum ego 
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certe neq. placere multu potent, neq. experitis diu perfnietur volup- 
tatibus. Quanq" quid eft quod eo noie mulieres in crimen voces ? 
Ipfa natura (iquide qua non infidiofse varietatis amans ? De inocentia 
vero quod attinet dicere ? Inocentem efle non hoc quidem ad id quod 
queritur fatis eft/ Veneris enim clientes non fide folu praeditos efle 
oportet, fed ois formidinis expertes/ Nam quod defideriu amiferis 
turn, timoris erat id quidem tui/, quod occulos audaciae/ quippe qui 
Veneris Templu alieniffimo etia tempore invifus intrare non dubitares/ 
verutamen haec vti renuntiarem mandauit Appollo; confuefle Deos 
immortales eos fidem fufcipere quos a fe mulieres ablegarint: & 
clauiis ad libidem occulis pclara tamen fcientise Lumine fsepenumero 
colluftrari/ 

Et quidem haec penae calamitas plus tibi ad vitam refte infti- 
tuendam momenti attulerit, quam occuloru tuoru cascitas damni aut 
dedecoris inflixerit/ occulis enim te duntaxat & amoris felicitate pri- 
uauit Venus/ Apollo vero (tanti eft apud ipfu is quo eu profequcris 
honos) hoc tibi conceffit/ futuri ut prefcius quo quifquis fato amet 
pnofceres plufq. confilio multo qua qui fit ex Veneris delitijs valeres/ 
PoUicetur deinceps fore ut poft aliquot annos amiflu lumen recu- 
peres/ fed hoc non ante tibi contigerit, qua uno eodem et loco et 
tempore in regione pacis atq. otij gloria florentiflima, du inter fe 
equites ftrenuiffimi duo conflixerint/ totideq conftantiffimi amantes 
obvij ibidem erut, intereritq. huic, fpeftaculo preftabili infigniq. 
virtute Heroina, vna om quas orbis terraru fuftinet ampliflima/ 
cum itaq. occulis tuis contra tueri licebit, ad quod tibi maxime 
cordi futuru fcio, (praecellenti virtute Principem, et eruditione in- 
comparabili rendundantem natura vero ipfius habitu tam diuino, 
nullo et unqua mortali in corpore par decus ac pulchritudo exftiterit) 
tu demu (nam id tibi figni inftar erit) occuli confeftim aperientur/ 
Nihil Apollinis oraculo certius/ tibi autem interea ifta du eveniant, 
folitaria quada in cellula manendi! eft, ubi oiiia ad vsm naturae necef- 
faria fuppeditabuntur/ His diftis, hoc in colle quem iuxta vides 
protinus coiiftitutus (&/ quo in loco multos ia annos incultam quidem et 
fordidam, fed tranquillam vitam extraxi,aBrunaruearu oiuatq. iniuriarum 
expcrs, quibus impurus atq. lachrimabilis mundus undiq. uratet/ Nunc 
igitur, Princeps auguftifiima, mortaliu et optima omiu et pulcherima, 

II. x 
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fie Apollinis oraculo diAa, fie uniuerfi terraru orbis eonfenfu cele- 
brata, quiequid Contareno venefica, Gandinae et Lorieo Sibylla, mihi 
autem Apollo pnedixerant, ea oma tuo felicifilmo illuftrantur adventu/ 

Contarenus et Lorieus milites impigerrimi, dcpugnarunt, 
Lorieus et Gandina (Amatores fideliffimi) convenerunt. 
Ego autem pauper Hemetes, qui perdiu queadmodum 
Scit Miles ifte in hifce filuofis latebris esecus delitui, 

nunc tandem te (Regina) fexus tui lumen et totius ftellam intucor/ 
Haec excellenti et padmirabili tuae virtutis magnitudine confeAa 
funt/ quae ut optimi cujufq. mente facra veneratione perfundit, fie 
nos fibi devotos aeternu obftrinxit/ Quapropter hos nobilifiimos ac 
perilluftri preditos virtute viros tuae Maieftati (Regina) comendo, 
obfequio proculdubio et obfervantia magno tibi Temper uuii ac volup- 
tati futuros/ me autem ipfu qui ardentiflimis apud Dcu Opt : Max : 
votis per incolumitate tua fufceptis, amplitudini ut tuae perpetuo 
deferviam/ Prius tamen qua amatores nos expetitis. defiderijs reli- 
quero, Lorieus paucis admonendus mihi videtur. Made itaq. virtute, 
miles ; difce ex me (fiqutdem apprime tibi utile fuerit) nihil timere 
a te autem ipfo dura pati/ Amat ardua virtus/ nihilq. praeclaru, 
non idem difficile/ Labor Herculi famam attulit, morte aute amor/ 
Lorice, ne dubita hie exjtus erit, virtutis tuae premiu (faltem nominis 
gloria) confequere/ qua nobiliffimae foeminae ceteris onb® rebus ante- 
ponunt. Sed vereor ne Celfitudinis tuae auribus nimis diu fubmolefta 
et injucuda Fuerit oratio mea/ 

Quapropter hoc unii deprecor, Ut humilem hanc meam et fubagrefte 
Cafulam quo te confeftim dedufturus fum claris et pnefulgentibus 
Maieftatis tuae radijs illoftrare digneris. 

His di(ftis atq. peraAis, Maieftatem 
Regiam in cellulam deduxit fuam, ubi his 
Veniam ab eodem petijt verbis. 
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namq. maximis occaHonib obftantib perimplenda funt) Maieftate 
tuam ibidem derelifturus veniam peto. Deum tamen ipfu obteftor, 
me dementia mifericordiamq. fuam (nam fecus quam pro anima mea) 
deprecaturu, vt qui optime Celfitudini tuae voluerint, id nufqua nu 
quamve fruftra deprecari valeant. 

l^am Marti quam Mercurio. 

Chi tropo abbracia niente fpeflb tiene, 
Cofi fe vede un huomo ingordo & vile 
Contrario a me ma piu di volte ruiene 
per far monftrar un nuiovo & ftrano ftile 
piagendo Jo vo pe'l molto ben bramare 
Che tiene' tutto, & niente puo abbraciare./ 



Fauola di Hemete heremita racontata in 
prefenza di fua Maefta a Woodftock. 

)N piu, valorofiffimi Cavaglieri, bifogna che la violenza Pariandot 
ceda alia virtu, e che il voftro dubbiofo pericolo con un fj^^^g^^' 
nobiliflimo foccorfo (i finifca. Cofi gli Dei immortali baccend. 
con loro deftino impermutabile hanno decretato ; pero 
ceflate di combattere, e feguitatemi ; cofi facendo udirete coie dificili 
a credere, et haurete meco cio, che piu vi conuiene. E voi (cella parUndo a 
Donna) fiate ancor di noftra compagnia, cofi vi fara manifeflio, che "J^*(4*ie°* 
Ja Sibilla hauea profetizato il vero, e che le voftre fciagure hauerano 
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d'udire i varij cafi de la noftre fortuna. Ei non e gran tempo^ che 
nel paefe di Cambaia preflb a la bocca del ricchiffimo fiume chiamato 
Jndo, regnaua un Duca potentiflimo Occanon addomandato : il qual 
haueua una figliuolla unica & herede del fuo ftato^ Gandina nominata. 
Era quefta giouane al fuo padre, et al fuo popolo tutto cariflima, e molto 
plu bella che fortunata. Percioche non eflendo ia bellezza, ne gli aid 
ftati fempre felici, auuenne che prefto efTendo ella da molti grandi, e 
degni huomini amata et fervita, et hauendo per la fua rara bellezza, 
gran numero di riuali men convenicnti al fuo ftato, da fe ftefla (come 
comunmente amore mai fi lafcia dal configlio condurre, ne far fua 
fcielta per volere d' altrui) hauea volto tutto Panimo fuo adamare un 
Cavagliero Contereno chiamato, d'aflai baffa conditione, ben che di 
molto alto valore. Ella amaua adunque fopra modo quefto Cava- 
gliere, tanto che quel che faceuan tanti altri (del che ella non di meno 
(\ gloriaua) tutto era nulla. Ma non pafTaron molti di che effendo 
la troppo gran fiamma di Gandina e di Contereno fcoperte, fu' ancor 
da lontano il fumo dal Ducca veduto. Del che ei fenti grandiffimo 
dolore: nondimeno diflimulando cio che vedea, e proponendo di 
rompere con bel modo i lor defegni, non voile cofli prefto accufarc il 
Cavagliere, o riprendere la fua figliuola, per la qual cofa trouo una 
aftutia : la quale, ii come al' hora gli parue iicura, cofli la trouo poi 
(come fpeflb aviena) dolorofa e la aftutia fu quefta, di far diuidere 
gli duoi amanti. Impero che con Taiuto d'una maga ne la fua arte 
accortiflima fe pigliare il Cavagliere, e alzandolo nel' aria il fe traf- 
portare da i confini di Cambaia fin al ultimo litto del mare Occeano. 
Quefta deuifa gli cofto venti mila ducati, prezo aflai caro per la 
feguita penitenza, ma non e cofa nuoua, che a i principi cofti aflai il 
lor volere, & che tal volta comprino — tropo caro il lor difpiacere. 
Contareno eflendo in quefta ftrana maniera da la fua cariflima inamo- 
rata feparato, e fopra modo penfofo, la medefima maga il conforto, 
che pacientemente quella angofcia fopportafle eflendo de la necefli^ 
coftretto, che il medefimo deftino poi glielne libererebbe poi gli 
promife, che innanzi che paflaflero fetti anni acquiefterebbe il fuo 
alto defio in premio de fuoi travagli : ma prima combatterebbe col piu 
valorofo Cavagliere, e vederebbe la piu degna donna di tutto '1 mondo. 
In quefto mentre ella gli difle che gli bifognava efler guidato da un 
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Heremita cieco, il quale riceuerebbe la fua uifta, & egli in un mcde- 
iimo tempo il fuo contento ; co(i lafciatolo in terra, ei {en' ando via 
per Taria. Hora Gandina priuata tanto tempo di cio, che piu bra- 
mava, cio de la compagnia & fervia del fuo Cavagliere, fe prefto 
aggravata da quelle malatie che ii fatti deiij accompagnano ; cio e di 
dimdenza^ di curiofita, & di grandiflimo afianno, & inquietudine 
d'animo. Ultimamente (fi come i principi fanno pochiflime cofe ienza 
communicarle ad altri et a quegli che hanno ad efler heredi de la 
Corona non mancano mai feruitori per la fperanza del futuro 
premio^ per il che (i sforzano di far loro ogni piaccere) la devifa 
et modo d'Occanon furon a Gandina pienamente detti e racconti ; & 
la co(a intefa^ difle la povera giovane, £ fta la cofa coii ? *^non hanno i 
principi debita cura del dritto?" bene, & il dritto ancor non fi cura 
de regni. Ne la Corte d'Occanon, n'ancor la terra di Cambaia mi 
(aran di nefTuna ftima havendo perTo il mio dolciflimo Contareno. 
A Dio patria infelice, a Dio crudeliflimo padre, che misforzi a 
tante miferie per mantener la mia fede, la quale io non uoglio rompere 
ne per altezza di corona, n'ancor per pericolo, quantunque duro 
c terribile fia. Ma mentre a Dio piacera ch' yo uiua, io uo a cercar il 
mio Contareno ouunque fia nel mondo. E coffi detto mefib in eflecu- 
tione le fue fierifiime rifolutioni & accompagnata duna fbla damigella, 
veftita vilamente, con provifione de cofe necefiarie pel loro viverc 
fecretamente vfei da i confini di Cambaia, & con grandiffimo tra- 
vaglio, pafiando per incredibili pericoli, final mente peruenne a la 
fpelonca d'una Sibilla, doue per caib incontrofii in vn Cavagliero 
valorofifiimo chiamato Lorico d'amore la condotto fimilmente per 
faper dalla maga del fine che i fuoi defi haurebbono. 

Quefto, Cavagliero amaua fopra modo una donna che non 
haueua pari nel mondo : per il che dopo mold devifi, & diligenza 
grandifiima per ottenere il fiio favore, accioche folamente le piacefie 
efier da lui amata fenza altro premio de fiioi fervitii, & vedendo 
nefiuno inditio ne fembianza, che ella gli uolefi^ in alcuno modo 

?iuello concedere, egli per poter penetrare ancora nel fecreto de le 
antafie di quella, fece una ftrana pruoua, impero che in tutto quel 
che faceua, faceua fembianza di non curarfi piu di lei, la quale d' ogni 
altro Cavagliero era tanto amata« Et per dar piu uiuo colore a la fua 
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intolerabile paflione, fe femblante de hauer pofto il fuo cuore in una 
nuoua Signiora, la quale vedeua, e parlava ogni di : era quefta donna 
verameDte rara, ma non d'accomparare a Taltra, che tanto hauea gia 
fcrita nel cuore ; nondimeno come a un idolo continouamente Tado- 
raua, non mancandole di quelle debite riverenze, che gli amanti far 
fogliono^ come d'efler veftito de fuoi colori, & di portare fecre- 
tamente il fuo ritratto, accompagnandola fempre innanzi ad ogni altra 
donna, et ofFerendoii continouamente al fuo cSmando. II che vedendo 
la donna (la quale in fatti era incomparabile) ben che non (i curaua di 
quella novita non gli aggradiua ancor tropo quel cambio, per la 
qual cofa per la porta de la gelofia fcoopri cioche Tamore fempre 
celato teneua el che avedendofi Lorico fra fe ^tfCo imagino, chei 
mancamento de fuo valore gli rendeua ogni fuo fervitio vano, & 
che non era impoflibile che la fua fignora accettafle in bona 
>arte il fervitio di tanti, che pur fauor meritauano, pero abbandonata 
a patria fi diede in tutto a peregrinar p'el mondo, et ieguitar Tarme, 
^ramando con ogni induftria d'acquiftar folamente tanta reputatione 
nel mondo, che quefta fua grandiftima & illuftriffima iignora lo 
riputafle degno d'efler fuo fervidore, ben che ella giamai al fuo 
volere inchinaua E cofli poco curandofi d'alcun travaglio & meno 
tcmendo alcuno periculo pur che lo conducefle ad honore, pel mondo 
erraua, fin che alia fpelonca de la Sibilla parimenti arriuo ; & tro- 
uandoii la Gandina (come ho gia detto) i duoi amanti cominciarono 
apalefare Tun a I'autro le lor fortune. Onde la donna cercando 
d'intendere il fine de fuoi travagli, e*l avagliero non meno fperando 
d'haver qual che conforto della fua fperanza, ad ambidua la Sibilla 
coil rifpofe : che fi come per cafo s'erano infieme quivi ritrouati, 
cofi non fi diuiderebbono I'un dal'altro, fin che perueni^ero ad un 
luogOj dove trouerebbono gli huomini piu forti, le donne piu belle, il 
paefe piu fertile, il populo piu ricco, la republica piu giufta, & la 
principefTa piu degna, il che facendo la donna vederebbe cio che 
piu le contentarebbe, & il Cavagliero udirebbe il fuo conforto. 

Hor, cariflima e degniflima Regina, mi conviene (fenza tacerc le 
voftre lodi) di me ftefTo ancora ragionare un poco. Voftra Majefla mi 
vede male in arnefe, vecchio & de rinze pieno, in quefto cantone dal 
mondo folitario, nondimeno io fbno ftato Cavagliero ben confciuto 
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& riputato hi i piu valenti del mondo ; concio 10 (bno ftato in una 
corte molto famofa in compagnia di mold degni Cavaglieri^ & di donne 
virtuofe, la doue la belta fe fe innanzi & il defiderio (i sforzo di 
haverne al vittoria. Hora auuene che per forte amai la una donna 
veramente degna d'eflcr dall' amore fteflb (quando gli foflc ftato 
poffibile di vederla) amata. Ma ficome ella era fopra ogni altra 
eccellente, cofi era di ftrane maniere anzi ammirabili. Ella non 
fdegnando d'eflcr amata, non era pero mai accofteuole/ et effen do tal 
volta toccata in varie e nuoue forme fubito trasformaua, ma in 
nefluna tanto horribile (al parer mio) che non pigliafli piacer di 
vederla, e quando tal volta la tocai mi pareva d'effer nel paradifb, 
e la teneua fi volontieri che mai la lafciava da me partire, fifi che 
(ahi laflb me) in una tigre ultimamente fi trasfiguro, la quale mi pareua 
tanto terribile che piu toccarla non ardiua, per la qual cofa partitafi 
quella, non mi fu mai fortuna poi tanto favoreuole di reuiderla. 

Eccoui, fereniilima Regina, le mie pene, ma non fapete ancora i 
miei altri martirij. Impero che efTendo feparato da quella, che (bpra 
ogni altra amaua, aipetando d mirando mai volontieri ogni altra, io 
andai in pelegrinagio a Pafos in Cipri, fperando udir nouelle della mia 
(ignora, la doue Venere con piu grande diuotione e riuerita & tado- 
rata. Eflend' io adunq. la gionto, & volendo entrare al fuo tempio 
fubito deueni ciecco; ma atonito & aftupefatto per la fciagura mia 
fenza mia colpa (come io penfaua) auenuta, io mi meifi in ginochioni 
dicendo, 6 Venere, piu bella di tutte le Dee, & da ogni crudelta, alien- 
iflima, qual delitto mio te ha moifa a tanta indignatione ? la fcioc- 
chezza, & prefuntion tua rifpofe (com'io credo) il fuo facerdote. Io 
replecai dicendo ; Io ho pur in fin dalla giouentu mia hauuto fempre 
in prezzo la virtu, & ancor dilettandomi delle lettere fon ftato fempre 
mai feruo d'amore. Rifpofe il facerdote, Venere non vol efler feruita 
d'una afiettione divifa et imperfetta: come s'acconcordano le lettre 
con la bellezza ? Bifbgna che con tutto '1 fuo cuore (ouer nulla) 
ferua colui, che aquefta Dea ferue. E quefto detto mi prefe per gli 
homeri, e mi fcaccio fuor del fuo tempio. Al' hora io con lagrime & 
con fofpiri fedendo al portico di detta Venere fupplicai Apolline (che 
e'il Deo, al quale hauea fpetial deuotione), di voler hauer compaflione 
de Io ftato mio tanto accerbo. Hor, fi come le orationi fideli fono efau- 
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dite in cielo prima che fian finite in terra. Mercuric mi venc a con- 
fortare dicendo, gli Dei fono giufti, benche le donne fiano fdegnofe, c 
quefta malaria hanno ancor le Dee : come Diana contra Adeone, Pal- 
lade contra Arachne, Junone contra Tyrefia, tutte fono ftate fopra 
modo adirate, cofi parimenti e Venere adeflb contra de te. La cau£i 
infieme col rimedio ti fia manifefta in Delfos, dove mi bifogna fubito 
tranfportati. Non hebbe ancor finito il fuo parlare, quando fiibito mi 
trouai nel Tempio d'ApoUine, e la, domandogli qual fofle il mio de- 
litto, il tuo timore, & non la tua fede, rifpofe Toraculo. Che rime- 
dio mi trouerai, diflT io II remedio e la buoniffima oltre che e beliflima, 
difs'^li. Et quefto detto il Sacerdote mi piglio per la mano, e mi 
racconto, tutta la mia vita paflata, che donna amauatanto, & come 
Thauea perfa: & ripetendomi la fedel mia feruitu, & la pura mia in- 
tentione, le Varietade le fue cdditioni infieme con la fua horribile forma, 
del pouero te, difle Mercurio : caro Hemete, le donne di lor natura 
non fon crudeli, ecceto folamente in apparenza. E quanto a la lor 
varieta colui, che non vi fi fa accomodare ; non pud Longo tempo 
compiacerle, n'anche ritenerle. Non e cofa degna di reprchentione. 
La natura ftefTa fi diletta di varieta, quando fi fa lenza fraude. Quanto 
alia tua fedel ta, ella non era aflai. Impero che i ferui di Venere deono 
efler non folamente di fede pieni, ma ancor di paura voti. II tuo timore 
t'ha tolta la tua Signora, & Venere per la tua prefuntione di voler fenza 
licenza entrar al fuo facro Tempio ti ha tolto la luce degli occhij. 

Hora Apolline ha voluto, ch'io ti narri, che gli Dei per la lor 
bont^ vogliono volontieri riceuere tal volta quelli, che dalle donne 
fono ftati abbandonati, e hanno ancor detto che gli occhij ritirati da 
piaceri mondani fanno la mente piu attenta ad intendere il bene. 
Quefta punitione (difle) ti fara vrile. Venere folamente ti potra torre 
la felicita d'amore, ma in premio della diuotione, che tu hai fempre 
hauuto ad Apolline, egli ti fa gratia di poter predire gli deftini 
d'ogni amante, & ancor di acconfigliargli molto meglio che non 
fapra alcun altro a Venere cariffimo, & oltre a cio ti promette che col 
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Arhora quando colli occhij tu potrai mirare quel che piu t'agrada, 
ciu c de una donna la piu compiuta d ogni virtu, di lettere, & di belta, 
al hora dico ti fara refa la vifta, & quefto fara infallibil fegno, che 
ApoUine non predifle mai il falfo. Fra tanto egli e ftato ancor rifoluto 
che tu ti ritiri ad un hermitagio, la doue ogni cofa neceflaria ti fard 
proueduta, & cofi io fui fubito trafportato a quefto proflimo monti- 
cello, doue molti anni inuernai lontano dalle miferie^ & iniurie del 
Mondo. 

flora Signora dal' oracolo chiamata la migliore a la piu bella del 
mondo, e cofi creduta da tutti i immortal!, quel che la incantatrice 
difle a Contareno, e tutto quel che a Lorico & Gandina predifle la 
Sibil la, e tutto quel che a me Apolline promife con la voftra real 
e felice prefenza e verificato. 

I valentiflimi Cauaglieri Contareno & Lorico han qui combat- 
tuto : i fedeliflimi amanti Lorico & Gandina fi fono qui incontrati : 
et io pouero Hemete (come ben fa quefto Cauagliere) eflcndo ftato 
molti anni cieco ho ricouerato la luce de gli occhij : & tutto quefto e 
auuenuto per la gran gratia de le voftre infinite e fingolari virtu, le 
quali i boni ammirano, e noi parimenti per obligo riueriamo. 

E pcro io vi voglio prefentare quefte perfone nobili, & me fteflb 
con preghi devotiflimi per feruirui. Ma lafciando gli amanti a lor 
piaceri, bifbgna che prima io ammonifchi un poco Lorico. 

Cavagliere fta fermo nel tuo propofito : per che e veramente degno 
& nobile : imparando da me a non hauer paura et a durare da te ftefla 
ogni fatica: non ti dimenticare che le cofe grandi non Taquiftano 
(enza gran difficult^ Hercule per fiia induftria e grandiflSmi travagli 
acquifto gloria & per Pamore la morte. Lorico, il tuo fine havra il 
fuo premio al meno riputatione grande, la quale alle donne nobili piu 
piacc. Ma per non dar piu faftidio a voftra Maefta, humilmente vi 
fupplico che con la voftra reale & feliciflima prefenza honoriate la mia 
pouera ftanza, doue defidero condurui. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1 62 The Hermits Tale 

Illuftriffima Regina, la mia prefumtione v'ha condotta qua a quefta 
pouera ftanza inculta, & manca d'ogni cofa, fe non di quel che la 
natura produce, non ui effcndo nefluna fpefa fe non folamente buona 
volonta. Ma eflendo gia venuta I'hora debita delle mie diuotioni 
(per che i voti non fi deono per niente rompere) humilmente bafcio 
le voftre reali mani, Temper fidelmente promettendo di porgere humili 
preghiere a Dio (come per la mia propria vita) che il dcfiderio di 
quell i che vi defiderano ogni bene e grandezza, non riefchi loro vano. 

TCam Marti quam Mercurio. 

Les bons nouyers font (pour leur fruifts) battuz/ 
des homes ingratz, auxquelz ilz font profit/ 
mais plus grand bien, pourfuyue leur merit/ 
car plus fertilz ilz font & reveftuz/ 
Moy malheureux : le monde fe'fbat dez miens 
& fuis fteril (battu) mon fruid n'eft riens/ 



La Fable d'Hemetes I'Hermite, prononcee 
devant fa Maiefte a Woodftock, 1575. 

OLA, hola, (Chevaliers trefhardis) il faut que la violence 
fe rende a vertu, & que voz perilz tant doubteux par un 
fecoure trefnoble foient finis. Voila le decret imobil des 
dieux immortelz. Pourtrant ceflez plus oultre combattre, 
& me fuivez, car en fe faifant il vous fera entendre chofes bien diffi- 
ciles a croire, et vous menerai a ce qui plus vous peut complaire. 

Et vous (Madame treftelle) nous accompatgnez auffi, & vous 
fera manifefte que la Sibile vous avoit veritablement prophetize, et 
que voz malheurs auront leur fin. 
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fcfter. Mais devant que vous entcndiez la valeur de vqz vertus, ne 
vous defplaife d'efcouter la variete de noz avantures. 

H n'y a pas encores long temps que au pays de Cambaye (lequel 
eft fitue bien prez a la bouche de cefte tres riche riviere qu'on 
appelle Indus) y avoit un trefpuiflant Due qui y regnoit, nomme 
C3ccanon, ayant feulcment une fiUe heritiere a fon Roiaume, qui 
s'apelloit Gandine. Cefte Dame alors, plus belle que bien fortunee, 
vivoit long temps bien aimee de fon pere, et tres aimee de fon 
peuple, Mais pour faire voir que la beaute n'eft tousjours un benefice, 
& que les grands eftats n*y font point en tout les plus heureux, fur- 
vient que la belle Gandine, tantoft de plufieurs grands & dignes per- 
(bnnages defireet fervy avoit defiagaigne plus grand nombre de com- 
petiteurs a fa beaute qu'elle n'y vouloit, ou a fon eftat eftoit com- 
mode. Pour ce que I'amour qui jamais fe conduit en ordre, n'y 
fait fon eleftion felon le vouloir d'un autre, avoit desja imobilement con- 
glutines fes afFedions d'aimer un Chevalier aflez bas de parentage, 
mais de tres grand valeur, nomme Contarenus, lequel fur toutes 
I'aimoit en telle maniere.que les defleins de plufieurs autres, bien 
jlorieux, mais moins commodes, a elle eftoient ; et en peu de jours, 
es flames fecretes de leurs fantafies eftans defcouvertz, la fumee de 
eurs vouloirs trop toft defcouvroit Tentur au Due mefme; mais luy 
diffimulant ce qu'il vid a I'oeil, et deliberant rompre leurs deffeins a 
luy defpiteux, n'a point encores voulu ou accufer le Chevalier, ou 
condamner la fille de leurs amours caches. Mais il fit un devis (a 
fon advis plus feur mais a Tiflue douloureufe aflez) de faire partir les 
deux amants: car par I'affiftance d'une EnchantereflTe trefrenommee 
pour fon art il fit prendre le Chevalier, et le haufant en Pair luy fift 
tranfporter des confins de Cambaye jufques aux rives plus loingtanes 
de la mer Oceane, Ce devis luy coufte vingt mil efcus, aflez grand 
prix pour la penitence, mais ce ne font point des nouvelles que les 
Princes pay en t aflez pour leur vouloirs, et aucunesfois achetent trop 
cher leur malcontent. Contarenus en cefte maniere eftrangement 
fepare d'aveq' fa trefchere amye, eflant a ceft heur extrememcnt 
douloureux, avoit advis de la mefme Enchanterefle de fuporter en 
patience cefte punition, quand la neceflite luy Tavoit impofe, & fon 
deftin luy Tofteroit, prometant qu'en moyns de fept ans il attendroit 
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Ton haut defir en guerdon de fes travaux, mais que premierement il 
combattroit le Chevalier plus valeureux et voirroit la Dame de plus 
grand merite, en tout Tunivers. " Ccpcndant (dit-elle) il luy faudroit 
avoir pour guide un hermite avcugic, lequel a un mefme inftant Ic 
voir avecque fon contentement retourneroient." Par ainfy ellc a la 
terre Tabandonnoit, & fit fon recours a Tair. Ores Gandine privec de 
cc qui eftoit le plus agreable (je veux dire la compaignie & fervice de 
fon Chevalier) eftoit incontinent furprife des malladies qui accompaig- 
nent telz defirs, aflavoir diffidence, curiofite, & tres grand travail 
defpenfiers. Mais a la fin, comme Ics Princes font bien peu de chofes 
fans en faire participer leur confeil aux autres, & aux heritirs d'une 
couronne ny faillent jamais ferviteurs d'efperance qui font tres curieux 
de leure complaire en toutes chofes, les devis & faitz d'Occanon fiirent 
a Gandine plainement advertis & declarez, et le tout entendu. La 
povre dame difoit en foy mefme, & fi vaut, il par ainfy ? que les 
Princes n'ont point d'efgard a la raifon ? bien, dit elle, & la raifon 
ne s'en foucie pas des Royaumes. Car ny la court d'Occanon, 
n'encores le pays de Cambaye, me feront oncquez resjouir, quand 
j'auray perdu mon tres cher amy Contarenus. A Dieu je recom- 
mande la patrie malheureufe enfemble avecque mon pere trefcruel, 
qui me contraint a cefte fortune tant amere, et feulement pour avoir 
voulu inviolablement garder ma foy, laquelle ny hauteur d eftat, ny 
peril de mes eures, me feront onquez abandonner. Mais (vivant) je 
trouveray mon Contarenus quand il feroit encores fur la terre. 

Apres ces motz elle pourfuivit incontinent fes refolutions, et 
accompaignee tant feulement d'une damoifelle bien pauvrement veftue, 
et ayans provifion neceflaire elle fe convoya fecretement hors des con- 
fins de Cambaye, & apres tres long travaux, ayans pafse perils in- 
croiables, a la fin elle fe trouva a la caverne de Sibilla, la ou par 
avanture elle trouva un Chevalier trefvaillant nomme Loricus, 
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un autre preuvc, aflavoir, i] fit tout femblant de Peftimer bien peu 

nonobftant la pourfuite continuelle que tout le monde faifoit^ et pour 

mieux cacher fa paflion laquelle il ne fcavoit aucunement dominer, il 

faifoit mine d'avoir choify une autre maiftreiTe ; laquelle a ]a premiere 

eftoit tousjours en compaigne ; une dame certes aflez belle, mais bien 

loing d'eftre mife en balance avecque celle la qui de tout Ton cosur il 

aimoit. A celle nouvelle idole (neantmoins) il fit femblant de vouloir 

entierement fervir & faire la reverence, et ny falloit point des obfer- 

vations qu'a I'amour pertinent. Car il eftoit (pour le plus) veftu de 

(es couleurs, et portoit fecretement fa contrefaid, Taccompaignant 

plus que nulle autre, comme celuy qui eftoit tousjours a fa commande. 

Mais toutes ces chofes eftans de la dame nompareille apperceuz, com- 

bien qu'elle ne s'en fouciaft gueres de Ton chois, encores la chance luy 

tournoit, a mal-feant tellement que par jaloufie elle defcouvroit ce que 

Tamour avoit tant cache. Ores Loricus tournant fa difpofition conclud 

la foymefmes que le peu de Ton vaillant (non pas rimpoftibilite de 

fair gaigner fa dame) Tavoit tousjours mis a rebours, et quel eftoit 

courtoife aflcz de recevoir en fervice ccux qui le meriteroient. Pour- 

tant il abandonna fon pays, et fe mit entierement en faitz d'armes, 

defirant fur tout que tant feulement il pourroit meriter la reputation 

d'eftre a fon commandement, combien qu'elle ne vouloit jamais eftre 

fienne; et par ainfi n'efpargnant nul travail, ny craignant peril 

quelconque, il s'en pourmena tout par tout, fin qu'apres grandes 

journees il arriva a la Caverne de Sibilla, la ou il rencontra la belle 

Gandine comme deflus eft dit, et la deux amants prindrent occafion 

de manifefter (I'un a Tautre) toutes leurs avantures. La dame cher- 

chant favoir la fin de ces travaux, et le chevalier d'avoir quelque 

foulas pour mieux maintenir fon efpoir ; et la Sibille fit telle refponfc 

a tous deux, que fi comme ils eftoient desja accompaignes, ils ne par- 

tiront jamais fin qu'ilz euflent trouve un lieu de repos ou la feroient 

trouves les plus fortz, les dames plus belles, la terre plus fertile, le 

pcuple plus riche, le regiment plus jufte, et la princefle de plus grand 

meritc. Alors la dame voirroit ce qui plus luy feroit agreable, et le 

Chevalier y entendroit chofes de trefgrand confort. Ores (trefchere 

et plus digne dame) il me vient treft>ien apropos (non impartinent 

a voz louanges) pour dire quelque chofe de moy mefme. Vous me 
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voyez vieillard tout picin de fronces, abjed icy, et retire des autres; 
mais au temps pafse j'ay efte un Chevalier bien congnu et trefre- 
nomme, amy le plus parfait, menant alors ma vie en une Court ]a ou 
il y avoit tout plein de Chevaliers et Dames de grand merite. La 
beaute tenoit la paime qui menoit la dance a leur defirs, et la il m' 
avenoit d'aimer une Dame digne certes d'eftre aymez du mefme 
Cupid quand il Teuft fceu voir. Mais fi comme elle eftoit en toute 
perfcftion trefexcelente, elle avoit aufli facons de faire bien eftranges ; 
elle ny defdaignoit point d'eftre aimee, mais elle eftoit trefcoye de 
I'approche. Car n'eftant que tant feulement touchee, fe transform- 
eroit en plufieurs formes, nulle forme (pourtant) malfeante a la con- 
tentacion, 

Ce di-je (a mon advis) que je m'eftimois au ciel quand je ne Tavois 
que touchee, et m'eftoit trefmoing ma refolution de luy tenir quand 
je ne Tabandonnois jamais jufque a tant qu'elle fe transformoit (helas) 
en une tigre tant terrible que je ne lay voulu plus oultre tenir. Et 
Tayant par cefte occafion remile, je ne I'ay fceu jamais onques revoir. 
Par ainfi (Madame commencoient mes peines ; mais vous ne fcavez 
encorez quelle eftoit ma punition ; car eftant par ce moyen fepare 
d'elle (chofe que fur toutes autres j'eftimois) et moins me rejouiflant 
de contempler quelque autre, j'entreprenois mcontinent un voyage 
(en habit de pelerin) a Tifle de Paphos en Cypre, efperant y entendre 
quelques nouvelles de ma maiftrefle la ou la deefle Venus eftoit en 
trefgrande reputation. Et y eftant venu, et tout preft d'entrer dans 
le Temple, je me trouvois fubitement aveugle. Eft)ahy pourtant, a 
mon malheur, et ny fachant nuUement la caufe, je me mis a geneus, 
difant ; " Tu qui es la plus belle entre les deenes, et celle qui plus 
eft eflongue de la cruaute, quelle ofFenfe ay-je commis de te faire 
tellement ofi^enfe ? " " Tes folies et prefumptions, refpondit (a mon 
fcavoir) le preftre de la difte deefle." "Helaz (di-je) des mon 
enfance j'ay eu en trefgrand eftime toutes le vertus, aufli j'ai prins 
trefgrand plaifir en toute forte de doftrine, et ay tousjours efte ferviteur 
d'amour." ** Mais (dit-il) la deefle ny veut point d'aflFedions, 
feparees en parties, les livres font malfeants a les propos d'amour, 
aufly fault-il qu'il foit un homme entier (ou nul) qui fervira a ma maif- 
trefle/' Ce dit, il me print par les efpaules, & me poufla lourde- 
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mcnt hors du Temple. Alors, tout plein de regrets, et furcharge dc 
(bufpirs, je m'afTeois a la porte, treftiumblcment fuppliant Apollo, 
mon dieu particulier, d'avoir en commiferation mon pauvre eftat. 
Ores (fi comme les devotions fideles font tousjours entendus & 
reccus premier que parachevees) Mercure me vient a confoler, difant, 
que les dieux font tresjuftes combien que les dames font coleriques. 
" Les deefTes (dit-il) font toutes tres (pour le plus) fubjedles a cefte 
maladie : Dyane avecques AAseon, Palas avecques Arachne, & Juno 
avecques Tyrefias, ont efte fort courroucees, pareillement Venus 
avecques toy maintenant. Mais la caufe (dit-il) enfemble avecques 
le remede te feront manifeftees a Delphos, et la il me fault te con- 
veyer tout incontinent." Ces motz a grand peine paracheves, je me 
trouvois fubitement dans le temple d'Apollo, et demandant quelle 
feroit mon ofFenfe, il me fit refponfe par Toracle, difant, " Ton peur, 
et non pas la purite de ta foy.'* " Et qui me fera la remede ?*' 
repliquay-je ? "La plus bonne, nonobftant que la plus belle," dit-il. 
Jointement (on preftre me print par la main, et me raconta toute la 
courfe de ma vie paflee, quelle elle eftoit que je tant aimois, et com- 
ment je I'avois perdu ; et pendant que je luy recitois la fidelitie 
de mes fervices, enfemble avecques Tinnocence de mes intentions, les 
varieties des condicions de ma maiftrefTe, joind avecques le terrible 
regard de fon dernier metamorphoie, " Helas, bon Hemetes, (dit-il) 
les Dames font point crueles fynon que feulement a la mine, et quant 
a la variete de leurs conditions, celuy qui ne fe pourra a elle appliquer 
et Tendurer il ne luy compaira gueres, n'encores les tiendra long 
temps, aufli n'eft elle pas a blafmer. La nature mefme aime la 
variete quand elle feroit fans fraude. Ores touchant ton innocence, il 
n'eftoit point fuffifant; car il fault que les ferviteurs de Venus 
n'ayent point tant feulement leur foy immuable, mais aufli qui'ilz 
fbient privees de toute peur et crainte. Ta peur t'a fait perdre ta 
maiftrefTe, et ta prefumption de vouloir entrer dans le Temple de 
Venus fans conge ta fait perdre ton voir. Mais Apollo m'a voulu te 
faire cognoiftre que les Dieux fouventesfois recevrent ceux qui des 



Digitized by 



Google 



1 68 The Hermit s Tale 

guerdon des devotions que tu as tousjours faits a Apollo^ il te fera 
deformais fcavant et defcyphrer la deftin des amants, et de pouvoir 
mieux le confeiller^ que quelq'un de fes mignons combien gallant 
qu'il foit. Plus oultre il te promift qu'avecques le temps tu rcg- 
aigneras ton voir, mais que cela ne t'adviendra pas jufques que a un 
mefme inftant, et en un mefme lieu, dans un pays tresfloriflant en 
paix, deux Chevaliers treftiardis combattront, deux amantz tresfideles 
fe rencontreront, et la Dame plus vertueufe de tout Tunivers y fera 
prefente a tel fpeftacle. 

Alors quand tes yeux contemplcront ce que ton coeur plus dcfire, 
(aflavoir) une Dame douee et enrichie des plus grandes vertus, dodrinc, 
et beaute, plus que nulle autre des le commencement, alors (dit-il) 
tes yeux revoirront, et cela te le fera congnoiftre tout ce que Apollo 
predit eft veritable. Cependant (dit-il) eft ordonne que tu auras 
ton habitation en une maifon d'hermite, la ou tu auras bonne provi- 
fion de toutes chofes neceflaires." Et fubitement je me trouvay 
tranfporte en une petite montaigne cy pres, la ou j*ay efte plufieurs 
ans bien eflongue des miferes & injures defquels le monde eft tout 
remply. Ores tres bonne et tres belle dame ainfi renommee de par 
Toracle, et confirme de par les opinions univerfelles de I'univers, ce 
que rEnchantrefTe a Contarenus, Sibilla a Loricus et Gandine, et 
Apollo a moy avoient predit, de par voftre prefence tres magnifique 
eft verifie. Les Chevaliers tres hardis Contarenus & Loricus ont 
icy entrebattus, les tresfideles et conftans amants Loricus et Gandine 
icy fe font rencontrez. Et quant a moy (pauvre Hemetes) qui ay efte 
longtemps aueugle (com me bien fcait le Chevalier prefent) fuis a ccfte 
heure reftitue a mon voir, et toutes ces chofes font accomplies depar 
voftre grace et vertu tant honore des meilleurs, et laquelle nous 
fommes tant obligez. Pourtant je vous prefumeray a cefte heure 
prefenter ces perfonages trefnobles pour vous complaire en leur 
fervice et ma pauvre perfonnc pour vous fervir en oraifons, et remet- 
tant ces amantz & leur delices, il me faut donner confeil a Loricus en 
telle maniere. Chevalier, pourfuy ton enterprinfe, car il eft trefnoble. 
De par moy tu pourras apprendre de nc jamais craindre, et de par 
toy-mefme, a eftre induftrieux et travaux, lachant bien que les chofes 
notables ne font jamais fans grande difficulte parachevees. Hercules 
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par fes labeurs et travaux gaigna fa renommee, et fa ruyne par amour. 
Loricus^ a la fin tu feras guerdonne, au moins tu gaigneras la repu- 
tation ; qui aux dames trefnobles eft plus agreable. Mais j'ay desja 
trop long temps detenu voftre patience avecque ce difcours tant 
tedieux ; pourtant je feulement fuppliray voftre Majefte de me faire 
rhonneur que d'entrer en ma pauvre maifonnette. Et la je vous 
conduirai tantoft. Ces paroles finies, il Pamena en fon caverne, et y 
venu, il print fon conge difant comme Tenfuit : 

" Icy (Madame tresnoble) je vous ay amenee en ma trefpauvrc 
maifbn k ou il m'y a point d'art fynon le naturel, ny de fournitures 
fumptueufes, tant feulement y a quelques enfeignes de bon vouloir, 
mais rheure approchant de mes orailons (la quelle pour chofe quel- 
conque il me fault tousjours obferver) je vous laifleray. Icy promet- 
tant de prier Dieu (fi comme pour mon ame) pour voftre Majefte, 
que ceux quy luy veulent plus grand bien ne le peuvent jamais loub- 
haiter en vain." 

Tarn Martij quam Mercuric. 



Epilogifmus. 

SIGHE fometymes maye eafe a fwellinge harte 
As foden blaftes do cleare the clowdye fkyes 
And teares lickwyfe maye fomewhatt eafe fome fmarte, 
As Showers allaye the dufts frome earthe w^** ryfe 

For thinges (which byde extremytye) be glade. 

To feele the leafte relyef that may be hade/ 
Butt as the rayne which dothe enfew fuch blafte 

From heaven on highe w"* greater force dothe fall, 

And as the dufte, when little droppes be pafte 

Dothe quickly drye, and much encreafe w*** all, 

So fighes and teares, (yf foveraigne grace be greeved) 

Connime the harte, whofe lightes they earft relieved. 

II. z 
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Good Quecne : I compt this Booke a fighe to be 
And everye leafe a tearc of trew entennte. 
Which (truthe to tell) do ibmewhatt comforte me. 
In hope they maye be tane as they be ment. 
But if my Queene fhulde not accept them well. 
They kyll his harte, w^ (now) for joy e doth {well. 

Tarn Marti, quam Mercurio. 



"F God wolde deigne to make a Petrarks heire of me. 
The coomlyeft Queene that ever was my Lawra nedes muft be. 
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To the right honorable his An- 
gular good Lord the Lord Gray of Wil- 
ton, Knight of the moft honorable order of the Gar- 
ter, George Gafcoigne Efquire wifheth long life 
with encreafe of honour ^ according to 
his great worthinefTe. 

|IGHT honorable, noble, and my Angular good Lorde, if 
mine abilitie were any way correfpondent too the iuft 
defires of my hart, I ftiould yet thinke al the fame vnable 

to deferue the leaft parte of your goodnefle, in that you 

haue alwayes deygned with chearefull looke to regarde me, with 
affabylitie to heare me, with exceeding curtefy to vfe me, with graue 
aduice to direfte mee, with apparant loue to care for me, and with 
aflured affiftance to proted me. All which when I do remcber, yet 
it ftirreth in me an exceeding zeale to deferue it, and that zeale 
begetteth baftiefull dreade too performe it. The dread is ended in 
dolours, and yet thofe dolours reviued the very fame afFeftion whiche 
firfte moued in mee the defire to honour and efteme you. For whiles 
I bewayle mine own vnworthynefle, and therewithal do fet before 
mine eyes the lofl time of my youth mifpent, I feeme to fee afarre of, 
for my comfort, the high and triumphant vertue called Magnanimitiey 
accopanied with induftrious diligece. The firft doth encourage my 
faynting harte, and the feconde doth beginne already to employ 
my vnderftanding, for ahlas, my good Lorde ! were not the cordial 
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of thefc two pretious Spiceries, the corrofyue of care woulde quickely 
confounde me» 

I haue miigouerned my youth, I confefle it : what fhall I do then ? 
(hall I yelde to myfery as a iuft plague apointed for my portion ? 
Magnanimitie faith no, and Induftrye feemeth to be of the very fame 
opinion. 

I am derided, iufpefted, accufed, and condemned : yea, more than 
that, I am rygoroufly reiedbed when I proffer amendes for my harme. 
Should I therefore difpayre ? fhall I yeelde vnto iellofie ? or drowne 
my dayes in idlenefle, bycaufe their beginning was bathed in wanton- 
neffe ? Surely, my Lord, the Magnanimitie of a noble minde will 
not fuflfer me, and the delightfulnene of dilygence doth vtterly for- 
bydde me. 

Shal I grudge to be reproued for that which I haue done in 
deede, when the fting of Emulation fpared not to touche the worthy 
Scipo with moft vntrue furmyfes ? Yea, ^Themijiocles^ when he had 
deliuered al Greece from the huge hoft of Xerxes^ was yet by his 
vnkinde citizens of Athens expulfed from his owne, and conilrained 
to feeke fauour in the fight of his late profefTed enemie. But the 
Magnanimitie of their mindes was fuch as neither could aduerfytie 
ouercome them, nor yet the iniurious dealing of other men coulde 
kindle in their brefles any leafl fparke of defire to feeke any vnhon- 
orable reuenge. 

I haue loytred, my lorde, I confefle, I haue lien flreaking me 
like a lubber when the funne did fhine, and now I flriue al in vaine 
to loade the carte when it raineth. I regarded not my comelynes in 
the Maymoone of my youth, and yet now I fland prinking me in 
the glaffe when the crowes foote is growen vnder mine eye. But 
what ? 

Ariftotle fpent his youth very ryotoufly, and FlatOy by your 
leaue, in twenty of his youthful yeares was no lefTe addided to 
delight in amorous verfe than hee was after in his age painful to 
write good precepts of moral Phylofophy. What fhoulde I fpeake of 
Cato, who was olde before he learned lattine letters, and yet became 
one of the greatefl Oratours of his time ? Thefe examples are fuffi- 
cient to proue that by induflrie and diligence any perfection may be 
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attained, and by true Magnanimitie all aduerfities are eafye to be 
endured. And to that ende, my verie good lorde, I do here prefume 
thus rudely to rehearfe them. For as I can be content to confefle 
the lightnefle wherewith I haue bene in times paft worthie to be 
burdened, fo would I be gladde if nowe, when I am otherwife bent, 
my better endeuors might be accepted. But, alas, my lorde ! I am 
not onely enforced ftil to carie on my (boulders the crofle of my 
carelefnefTe, but therewithall I am alfo put to the plonge too prouide 
new weapons wherewith I maye defende all heauy frownes, deepe 
fufpeAs and dangerous detraftions. And I finde my ielfe fo feeble, 
and fo vnable to endure that combat as, were not the cordialles 
before rehearfed, I (hould either caft downe mine armoure and hide 
myfelfe like a recreat, or elfe of a malicious ftubbornefle fhould 
bufie my braines with fome Stratagem for to execute an enuious 
reuenge vpon mine aduerfaries. 

But neither wil Magnanimitie fufFer me to become vnhoneft nor 
yet can Induftrie fee me finke in idlenefTe. 

For J haue learned in facred (criptures to heape coles vppon the 
heade of mine enemie by honeft dealing ; and our fauiour himielfe 
hath encoraged me, faying that I (hal lacke neither workes nor feruice, 
although it were noone dayes before I came into the Market place. 

Thefe things I fay, my (ingular good lorde, do renewe in my 
troubled minde the fame aflfeftio which firft moued me to honor 
you, nothing doubting but that your fauorable eyes will vouchfafe to 
beholde me as I am, and neuer be fo curious as to enquire what I 
haue bene. 

And in ful hope therof I haue prefumed to prefent your honour 
with this Satyre, written without rime, but I truftc not without reaibn. 
And what foeuer it bee, I do humbly dedicate it vnto your honorable 
name, befeeching the fame too accept it with as gratious regarde, as 
you haue in times paft bene accuftomed too beholde my trauailes. 
And, my good Lorde, though the fkorneful do mocke me for a time, 
yet in the ende I hope to giue them al a rybbe to rofte for their 
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conccypt : and Grauitie the iudge fhal not be abaftied to cancel the 

fentence vniuftly pronounced in my condemnation. In meane while 

I remaine amongft my bookes here at my poore houfe in Walkamftowe, 

where I praye daylie for fpeedy aduauncement 

and continuall profperitie of your good Lord- 

fhip. Written the fiftenth 

of April. 1 576. 

(•••) 

By your honours moft bownden andwel ajfured 
George Gafcoigne. 
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N. R. in commendation 

of the Authour and his 

workes. 



IN rowfing verfc of Manors bloudie raigne 
The famous Greke and Miro did excel, 
Graue Senec did furmounte for Tragike vaine, 
Quicke Epigrams Catullus wrote as wel, 
Arcbilocbus did for lambickes pafle. 
For commicke vcrfe ftill Plautus peerelefle was. 

In Elegies and wanton loue writ laies 
Sance peere were Nqfo and Tibullus deemde. 
In Satyres fharpe (as men of mickle praife) 
Lucilius and Horace were efteemde. 
Thus diuers men with diuers vaines did write. 
But Gqfcoigne doth in euery vaine indite. 

And what perfourmaunce hee thereof doth make 

I lift not vaunte, his workes for me (hal fay ; 

In praifing him Timantes trade I take. 

Who when hee (hould the woful cheare difplaie 

Duke Agamemnon had when he did waile 

His daughters death with teares of fmal auaile ; 

Not fkild to counterlhape his morneful grace, 
That men might deeme what art coulde not fupplie, 
Deuifde with painted vaile to (hrowde his face. 
Like forte my pen (hal Gaicoignes praife difcrie. 
Which wanting grace his graces to rehearfe, 
Doth fhrowde and cloude them thus in (ilent verfe. 

II. A A 
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Walter Rawely of the middle 

Temple, in commendation of the Steele Glajfe. 

SWETE were the fauce would pleafe ech kind of taft, 
The life likcwife were pure that neuer fwerued ; 
For fpyteful tongs, in cankred ftomackes plafte, 
Deeme worft of things which beft, percafe, deferued : 
But what for that ? this medcine may fufFyfe 
To fcorne the reft and feke to pleafe the wife. 

Though fundry mindes in fundry forte do deeme. 
Yet worthieft wights yelde prayfe for euery paync. 
But enuious braynes do nought or light efteme 
Such ftately fteppes as they cannot attaine ; 
For who fo reapes renowne aboue the reft. 
With heapes or hate (hal furely be oppreft. 

Wherefore to write my cenfure of this booke. 
This Glafte of Steele vnpartially doth Ihewe 
Abufes all to fuch as in it looke. 
From prince to poore, from high eftate to lowc. 
As for the verfe, who lift like trade to trye, 
I feare me much, flial hardly reache fo high. 

Nicholas Bowyer in comme- 

dation of this worke. 

FROM layes of Loue to Satyres fadde and fage 
Our Poet tumes the trauaile of his time. 
And as he pleafde, the vaine of youthful age 
With pleafant penne employde in louing rymc : 
So now he feekes the graueft to delight 
With workes of worth much better than they (howe. 
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This Glafle of Steele, (if it be markt aright) 
Difcries the faults as wel of high as lowe. 
And Philomelaes fourefolde iuft complaynte, 
In fugred founde, doth fhrowde a folempne fence 
Gainft thofe whome Iuft or murder doth attaynte. 
Lo, this we fee is Gafcoignes good pretence. 
To pleafe al forts with his praifeworthy (kill : 
Then yelde him thanks in figne of like good wil. 



The Author to the Reader. 

To vaunt were vaine, and flattrie were a faulte ; 
But, truth to tell, there is a fort of fame. 
The which I feeke by fcience to aflault. 
And fo to leaue remembrance of my name. 
The walles wherof are wondrous hard to clyme. 

And much to high for ladders made of ryme. 
Then fince I fee that rimes can feldome reache 
Vnto the toppe of fuch a ftately Towre 
By reafons force, I meane to make ibme breache 
Which yet may heipe my feeble fainting powre. 
That fo at laft my Mufe might enter in. 
And reafon rule that rime could neuer win. 

Such battring tyre this pamphlet here bewraies 
In rymelefle verfe which thundreth mighty threates, 
And where it findes that vice the wall decayes, 
Euen there amaine with (harpe rebukes it beates. 
The worke, thinke I, deierues an honeft name. 
If not, I fayle to win this forte of fame. 

Tarn Marti, quam Mercurio. 



Digitized by 



Google 




JIJTHE STEELE 
GL AS. 




HE Nightingale, whofe happy noble hart 
No dole can daunt nor fearcful force afiright, 
Whofe chereful voice doth comfort faddcft wights 

When (he hir felf hath little caufe to fing, 

Whom louers loue bicaufe fhe plaines their greues. 
She wraies their woes and yet relieues their payne, 
Whom worthy mindes alwayes efteemed much. 
And graueft yeares haue not difdainde hir notes : 
Only that king proud Tereus by his name 
With murdring knife did carue hir pleafant tong 
To couer fo his owne foule filthy fault. 
This worthy bird hath taught my weary Muze 
To fing a fong, in fpight of their defpight 
Which worke my woe withouten caufe or crime, 
And make my backe a ladder for their feete 
By flaundrous fteppes and ftayres of tickle taike 
To clyme the throne wherin my felfe ftiould fitte. 
O Phylomene^ then heipe me now to chaunt : 
And if dead beaftes or liuing byrdes haue ghofts 
Which can conceiue the caufe of careful! mone. 
When wrong triumphes and right is ouertrodde. 
Then helpe me now, O byrd of gentle bloud, 
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In barrayne verfc to tell a frutefiill tale, 

A tale, I meane, which may content the mindes 

Of learned men and graue Philofophers. 

And you, my Lord, whofe happe hath heretofore 

Bene louingly to reade my reckles rimes, 

And yet haue deignde widi fauor to forget 

The fsiults of youth which paft my hafty pen : 

And therwithall haue gracioufly vouchfafte 

To yeld the reft much more than they defervde ; 

Vouchfafe, lo, now to reade and to perufe 

This rimles verfc which flowes fro troubled mind ; 

Syncc that the line of that falfe caytife king, 

Which rauifhed fayre Phylomene for luft, 

And then cut out hir truftie tong for hate, 

Liues yet, my Lord, which words I weepe to write ; 

They liue, they Hue, alas, the worfc my lucke ! 

Whofe greedy luft, vnbridled from their breft, 

Hath raunged long about the world (o wyde 

To finde a pray for their wide open mouthes. 

And me they found, (O wofiill talc to tell) 

Whofe harmelefle hart perceivde not their deceipt. 

But that my Lord may playnely vnderftand 

The myfteries of all that I do meane, 

I am not he whom flaunderous tongues haue tolde, 

(Falfe tongues in dede, & craftie fubtile braines !) 

To be the man which ment a common fpoyle 

Of louing dames, whofc eares wold heare my words 

Or truft the tales deuifed by my pen. 

I n*am a man, as fome do thinke I am, 

(Laugh not, good Lord), I am in dede a dame 
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Satyrical 
Poetiye 
may rightly 
be called the 
daughter of 
fuch fym- 
plicide. 



Where 
may be 
commonly 
found a 
meeterwoer 
for plefant 
poetry, than 
vaine De- 
light? 

Such 
men do 
many tymet 
attend vpon 
vaine de- 
light. 



Poetrie 
married 
to vaine 
Delight. 



A pairc of twinnes at one felfe burden borne, 

My fiftr* and I into this world were fcnt. 

My Syfters name was pleafant Poefys^ 

And I my felfe had Satyra to name, 

Whofe happe was fuch that in the prime of youth, 

A lufty ladde, a ftately man to fee. 

Brought vp in place where pleafures did abound, 

(I dare not fay in court for both myne eares,) 

Beganne to woo my filler, not for wealth 

But for hir face was louely to beholde. 

And therewithall hir fpceche was pleafant ftil. 

This Nobles name was called vayne Delight^ 

And in his trayne he had a comely crewe 

Of guylefuU wights : Falje Jemblant was the firft. 

The fecond man was Flearing flattery ^ 

(Brethren by like, or very neare of kin,) 

Then followed them DetraSlion and Deceite. 

Sym Swa/h did beare a buckler for the firft, 

Falfe witnejje was the feconde ftemly page, 

And thus wel armd, and in good equipage, 

This Galant came vnto my fathers courte 

And woed my fifter, for (he elder was 

And fayrer eke, but out of doubt, at leaft, 

Hir pleafant fpeech furpafled mine fomuch. 

That vayne Delight to hir adreft his fute. 

Short tale to make, fhe gaue a free confent. 

And forth ftie goeth to be his wedded make, 

Entyft percafe with glofle of gorgeous ftiewe. 

Or elfe, perhappes, perfuaded by his peeres. 

That conftant loue had herbord in his breft, 

Such errors growe where fuch falfe Prophets preach. 

How fo it were, my Syfter likte him wel. 
And forth ftie goedi in Court with him to dwel. 
Where when ftie had fome yeeres yfoiomed. 
And faw the world and marked eche mans mindc, 
A deepe Defire hir louing hart enflamde 
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To fee me fit by hir in fecmely wife. 

That companye might comfort hir fometimes. 

And found advice might eafe hir wearie thoughtes : 

And forth with fpeede, euen at hir firft requeft, 

Doth vaine Delight his hafty courfe direft, 

To feeke me out his faylcs are fully bent, 

And winde was good to bring me to the bowre 

Whereas (he lay, that mourned dayes and nights 

To fee hir felfe fo matchte and fo deceivde. 

And when the wretch, (I cannot terme him bet,) 

Had me on feas ful farre from friendly help, 

A fparke of luft did kindle in his breft. 

And bad him harke to fongs of Satyra. 

I, felly foule which thought no body harme, 

Gan cleere my throte, and ftraue to fing my beft. 

Which pleafde him fo and fo enflamde his hart, 

That he forgot my fitter Poefys^ 

And rauilht me to pleaie his wanton minde. 

Not fo content, when this foule faft was done, 

(Yfraught with feare leaft that I fhould difclofe 

His incett and his doting darke defire,) 

He caufde ftraight wayes the formoft of his crew 

With his compeare to trie me with their tongues : 

And when their guiles could not preuaile to winne 

My fimple mynde from tracke of truftie truth, 

Nor yet deceyt could bleare mine eyes through fraud. 

Came Slander then, accufing me, and fayde 

That I entift Delyght to loue and lufte. 

Thus was I caught, poore wretch that thought none il. 

And furthermore, to cloke their own offence, 

Thpv rliinf mp fafl- in racrp nf A/v/}»rf^ 
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8c com- 
pare this 
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Progne Sc 
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T/ie Steel Glas. 

Not as I feemdj a man fometimes of mighty 
But womanlike, whofe teares mufl venge hir harms. 
And yet> euen as the mighty gods did daine 
For Philomele^ that thoughe hir tong were cutte. 
Yet (hould (he fing a pleafant note fometimes : 
So haue they dcignd by their deuine decrees. 
That with the flumps of my reproued tong 
I may fometimes Reprouers dcedes reproue, 
And fing a verfe to make them fee themfelues. 

Then thus I fing this felly fong by night. 
Like Phylomeney fince that the fhining Sunne 
Is now eclypft which wont to lend me light. 

And thus I fing in corner clofely cowcht 
Like PhilomenCy fince that the flately cowrts 
Are now no place for fuch poore byrds as I. 

And thus I fing with pricke againft my breft. 
Like Philomene fince that the priuy worme. 
Which makes me fee my recldes youth mifpent, 
May well fuffife to keepe me waking flill. 

And thus I fing, when pleafant fpring begins. 
Like Philomene^ fince euery ianglyng byrd 
Which fqueaketh loude, fhall neuer triumph fo, 
As though my muze were mute and durft not fing. 

And thus I fing with harmeleflc true intent. 
Like Philomene J when as percafe, meane while, 
The Cuckowe fuckes mine eggs by foule deceit. 
And lickes the fweet which might haue fed me firft. 

And thus I meane in moumfull wife to fing 
A rare conceit, (God graunt it like my Lorde,) 
A truftie tune from auncient clyffes conueyed, 
A playne fong note, which cannot warble well. 

For whyles I mark this weak and wretched world, 
Wherin I fee howe euery kind of man 
Can flatter flill, and yet deceiues himfelfe, 
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I feemc to mufe from whence fuch errour fprings. 
Such grofle coceits, fuch miftes of darke miftake, 
Such Surcuydry^ fuch weening ouer well. 
And yet in dede fuch dealings too too badde. 
And as I ftretch my weary wittes to weighe 
The caufe therof, and whence it ihould proceede, 
My battred braynes, which now be fhrewdly brufde 
With canon (hot of much miigouernmet, 
Can fpye no caufe but onely one conceite, 
Which makes me thinke the world goeth ftil awry. 

I fee and figh, bycaufe it makes me fadde. 

That peuiftie pryde doth al the world poflefle, 

And euery wight will haue a looking glafle 

To fee himfelre, yet fo he feeth him not : 

Yea, ihal I fay ? a glafle of common glafle, 

Which gliftreth bright and fhewes a leemely fhew, 

Is not enough ; the days are paft and gon 

That Berral glafle, with foyles of louely brown. 

Might feme to fhew a feemely fauord face. 

That age is deade, and vanifht long ago. 

Which thought that fleele both trufly was and true. 

And needed not a foyle of contraries. 

But fhewde al things, euen as they were in deede. 

In fteade whereof our curious yeares can finde 

The chriftal glas, which glimfcth braue & bright. 

And fhewes tne thing much better than it is, 

Beguylde with foyles of fundry fubtil fights. 

So that they feeme, and couet not to be. 

This is the caufe beleue me now, my Lorde, 
That Realmes do rewe from high profperity, 
That kings decline from princely gouemment. 
That Lords do lacke their aunceflors good wil. 
That knights confumc their patrimonie flill, 
That gentlemen do make the merchant rife. 
That plowmen begge and craftefmen canot thriue, 

II. B B 
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That clergie quayles and hath final reuerence. 

That laymen Hue by mouing mifchiefe ftil. 

That courtiers thriue at latter Lammas day. 

That officers can fcarce enrich their heyres. 

That Souldiours fterue or prech at Tibornc crofle. 

That lawyers buye and purchafe deadly hate. 

That merchants clyme and fal againe as faft. 

That royfters brag aboue their betters rome, 

That ficophants are counted ioUy guefts, 

That Lais leades a Ladies life alofte. 

And Lucrece lurkes with fobre bafhfiil grace. 

This is the caufe, or elfe my Muze miftakes. 

That things are thought which neuer yet were wrought. 

And caftels buylt aboue in lofty fkies. 

Which neuer yet had good foundation. 

And that the fame may feme no feined dreame. 

But words of worth, 'and worthy to be wayed, 

I haue prefumde my Lord for to prefcnt 

With this poore glafTe, which is of truftie Steele, 

And came to me by wil and teftament 

Of one that was a GlaiTemaker in deede. 

A feinout Lucylius this worthy man was namde, 

t\?^. Who at his death bequeathd the chriftal glafle 

To fuch as louc to feme but not to be. 
And vnto thofe that loue to fee themfelucs. 
How foule or fayrc foeuer that they are. 
He gan bequeath a glafle of truftie Steele, 
Wherin they may be bolde alwayes to looke, 
Bycaufe it fliewes all things in their degree. 
And fince myfelfe, now pride of youth is paft. 
Do loue to be, and let al feeming pafle : 
Since I defire to fee my felfe in deed, 
Not what I would, but what I am or fliould, 
Therfore I like this truftie glafle of Steele. 
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Wherin I fee a frolike fauor frounft Theme- 

With foule abufe of lawlefle luft in youth : ^*^- 

Wherin I fee a Sampjons grim regarde 

Di(graced yet with Alexanders bearde : Aiexider 

Wherein I fee a corps of comely fliape, ^^tT^ 

And fuch as might befeeme the courte full wel, beard. 

Is caft at heele by courting al to foone : He which 

Wherein I fee a quicke capacitye 11^1 rebuke 

Berayde with blots of light Inconftancie : ftuitt,1^ 

An age fufpeft bycaufe of youthes mifdeedes. tofo**tT 

A poets brayne pofleft with layes of loue : owne im* 

A Cajars minde and yet a Codrus might, perfeai*. 

A Souldiours hart fuppreft with feareful doomes : 

A Philofopher fooliftily fordone. 

And to be playne, I fee my felfe fo playne. 

And yet fb much vnlike that moft I feemde. 

As were it not that Reafon ruleth me, 

I fhould in rage this face of mine deface. 

And caft this corps downe headlong in cUfpaire, 

Bycaufe it is fo farre vnlike it felfe. 

And therwithal to comfort me againe. Common 

I fee a world of worthy gouernment, "^"^^^ 

A common welth, with policy fo rulde 

As neither lawes are fold nor iuftice bought^ 

Nor riches fought, vnleffe it be by right. 

No crueltie nor tyrannic can raigne. 

No right reuenge doth rayfe rebellion. 

No fpoyles are tane, although the fword preuaile. 

No ryot fpends the coyne of common welth. 

No rulers hoard the countries treafure vp. 

No man growes riche by fubtilty nor fleight : 

All people dreade the magiftrates decree. 

And al men feare the fcourge of mighty loue. 

Lo this, my lord, may wel dcferue the name 

Of fuch a lande as milke and hony flowes. 
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And this I fee within my glafle of Steel 
Set forth euen fo by Solotty worthy wight. 
Who taught king Crcsjus what it is to feme 
And what to be, by proofe of happie end. 
The like LycurguSy Lacedemon king, 
Did fet to ftiew by viewe of this my glafle. 
And left the fame a mirour to behold 
To euery prince of his pofterity. 

Common g^t now, aye me ! the glafing chriftal glafle 

**'^* Doth make vs thinke that realmes and townes are rych 

Where fauor fways the fentence of the law. 
Where al is fiftie that cometh to the net. 
Where mighty power doth ouer rule the right. 
Where iniuries do fofter fecret grudge. 
Where bloudy fword maks euery booty prize. 
Where banquetting is compted comly coft. 
Where officers grow rich by princes pens. 
Where purchafe comes by couyn and deceit. 
And no man dreads but he that cannot fhift. 
Nor none ferue God but only tongtide men. 

Againe I fee within my glafle of Steele 
But foure eftates to ferue eche country Soyle, 
The King, the Knight, the Pefant, & the Prieft. 
The King ftiould care for al the fubieftes ftill. 
The Knight fliould fight for to defcnde the fame. 
The Pealant he fliould labor for their eafe. 
And Priefts fliuld pray for the & for thefelues. 

But out alas, fuch miflrs do bleare our eyes. 
And chriftal gloflle doth glifter fo therwith. 
Kings. That Kings coceiue their care is wonderous great. 

When as they beat their bufie reftles braynes 
To maintaine pompe and high triumphant fights, i 

To fede their fil of daintie delicates, 2 

To glad their harts with fight of pleafant fports, 3 
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To fil their eares with found of inftrumcnts, 4 

To breake with bit the hot coragious horfe, 5 

To deck their haules with fumpteous cloth of gold, 6 

To cloth themfelues with filkes of ftraunge deuife, 7 

To fearch the rocks for pearles & pretious ftones, 8 

To delue the ground for mines of gliftering gold : 9 

And neuer care to maynteine peace and reft. 
To yeld reliefe where needy lacke appears. 
To ftop one eare vntil the poore man fpeake. 
To feme to fleepe when luftice ftill doth wake. 
To gard their lands from fodaine fword and fier. 
To feare the cries of giltles fuckling babes, 
Whofe ghofts may cal for vegeance on their bloud. 
And ftirre the wrath of mightie thundring loue. 

I fpeake not this by any englifti king, 
Nor by our Queene, whofe high forfight prouids 
That dyre debate is fledde to for^ne Realmes, 
Whiles we inioy the golden fleece of peace. 
But there to tumc my talc from whence it came. 
In olden dayes good kings and worthy dukes. 
Who fawe thenifelues in glaffe of trufty Steele, 
Contented were with pompestif little pryce. 
And fet their thoughtes on regal gouernement 

An order was, when Rome did florifh moft, vaierU 

That no man might triumph in ftately wife ""• *'***• *• 

But fuch as had, with blowes of bloudy blade, 

Fiue thoufand foes in foughten field foredone. 

Now he that likes to loke in Chriftal glafTe 

May fee proud pomps in high triumphant wife. 

Where neuer bio we was delt with enemie. 

When Sergius deuifed firft the meane 
To oen vn fiflie within the {wellincr floud. 
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And euery difli was chargde with new conceits 
To pleafc the tafte of vncontented mindes. 
But had he feene the ftreine of ftraunge deuiie 
Which Epicures do now adayes inuent 
To yeld good fmacke vnto their daintie tongues : 
Could he conceiue how princes paunch is fiUde 
With fecret caufe of fickenefTe oft vnfeene. 
Whiles luft deiires much more than nature craues^ 
Then would he fay that al the Romane coft 
Was common tra(h compard to fundrie Sauce 
Which princes vfe to pamper Appetite. 

O Chriftal Glafle, thou fetteft things to ftiew. 

Which are, God knoweth, of little worth in dede. 

All eyes behold, with eagre deepe defire, 

The Faulcon flye, the grehounde runne his courfc. 

The bayted Bui and Beare at ftately ftake, 

Thefc Enterluds, thefe newe Italian fportes. 

And euery gawde that glads the minde of man : 

But fewe regard their needy neighbours lacke. 

And fewe beholde, by contemplation. 

The ioyes of heauen ne yet the paines of hel : 

Fewe loke to lawe, but al men gaze on luft. 

A fwetc confent of Muficks facred found 
Doth rayfe our mindes, as rapt, al vp on high. 
But iweeter fbundes of concorde, peace and loue 
Are out of tune, and iarre in euery ftoppe. 

To tofle and turne the fturdie trampling ftede. 
To bridle him, and make him meete to ferue, 
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The fumpteous houfe declares the princes ftate, 6 

But vaine excefle bewrayes a princes faults. 

Our bumbaft hofe, our treble double rufFes, 7 

Our futes of Silke, our comely garded capes. 

Our knit filke ftockes and fpanifh lether /hoes, 

(Yea, veluet femes ofttimes to trample in,) 

Our plumes, our fpangs, and al our queint aray, 

Are pricking fpurres, prouoking filthy pride. 

And fnares (vnfeen) which leade a man to hel. 

How Hue the Mores, which fpume at gliftring perle, 8 

And fcorne the cofts which we do holde fo deare ? 

How ? how but wel ? and weare the precious pearle 

Of peerlefle truth amongft them publiftied. 

Which we enioy and neuer wey the worth. 

They would not then the fame, like vs, defpife. 

Which though they lacke, they Hue in better wife 

Than we, which holde the worthies pearle fo deare. 

But glittring gold, which many yeares lay hidde 

Til gredy mindes gan fearch the very guts 

Of earth and clay to finde out fundrie moulds. 

As redde and white, which are by melting made 

Bright gold and filuer, mettals of mifchiefe. 

Hath now enflamde the nobleft Princes harts 

With fouleft fire of filthy Auarice, 

And feldome feene that kings can be content 

To kepe their bounds which their forefathers left : 

What caufeth this but greedy golde to get ? 

Euen gold, which is the very caufe of warres, 

The neaft of ftrife and nourice of debate. 

The barre of heauen and open way to hel. 
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The Knight a Lord, the Lord an Erie or a Duke, 
The Duke a King, the King would Monarke be. 
And none content with that which is his own. 
Yet none of thefe can fee in Chriftal glafle. 
Which gliftereth bright & bleares their gafing eyes. 
How euery life beares with him his difeafe. 
But in my glafle, which is of truftie fteele, 
I can perceiue how kingdomes breede but care. 
How Lordftiip liues with lots of lefle delight, 
(Though cappe and knee do feeme a reuerence. 
And courtlike life is thought an other heauen) 
Than common people findc in euery coaft. 

The Gentleman, which might in countrie keepe 
A plenteous boorde, and feed the fatherlefle 
With pig and goofe, with mutton, beefe and veale. 
Yea now and then a capon and a chicke, 
Wil breake vp houfe and dwel in market townes 
A loytring lire, and like an Epicure. 

But who meane while defends the comon welth ? 
Who rules the flocke, when ftieperds fo are fled ? 
Who ftayes the ftaflF, which fliuld vphold the ftate ? 
Forfoth, good Sir, the Lawyer leapeth in. 
Nay, rather leapes both ouer hedge and ditch. 
And rules the roft : but fewc men rule by right. 

O Knights ! O Squires ! O Gentle blouds ybome ! 
You were not borne al onely for your felues : 
Your countrie claymes fome part of al your paines : 
There fliould you Hue, and therin fliould you toylc 
To hold vp right and banifli cruel wrong, 
To helpe the pore, to bridle backe the nche. 
To punifli vice, and vertue to aduaunce. 
To lee God fervde, and Belzebub fuppreft. 
You fliould not truft lieftenaunts in your rome, 
And let them fway the fcepter of your charge. 
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Whiles you, meane while, know fcarcely what is don, 
Nor yet can yeld accopt if you were callde. 

The ftately lord, which woonted was to kepe 

A court at home, is now come vp to courte, 

And leaues the country for a common prey 

To pilling, polling, brybing and deceit : 

(Al which his prelence might haue pacified. 

Or clfe haue made offenders fmel the fmoke.) 

And now the youth which might haue ferued him 

In comely wife, with countrey clothes yclad. 

And yet therby bin able to preferre 

Vnto the prince, and there to feke aduance. 

Is faine to fell his landes for courtly cloutes. 

Or elfe fits ftiil and liueth like a loute, 

(Yet of thefe two the laft fault is the lefle.) 

And io thofc imps which might in time haue fprong 

Alofte, good lord, and fervde to fhielde the ftate. 

Are either nipt with fuch vntimely frofts. 

Or elfe growe crookt, bycaufe they be not proynd. 

Thefe be the Knights which /hold defend the lad. 

And thefe be they which leaue the land at large. 

Yet here, percafe, it wilbe thought I roue 

And runne aftray befides the kings high way. 

Since by the Knights, of whom my text doth tell. 

And fuch as ftiew moft perfeft in my glafie. 

Is ment no more but worthy Souldiours 

Whofe flcil in armes and long experience 

Should ftill vphold the pillers of the worlde. 

Yes, out of doubt, this noble name of Knight 

May coprehend both Duke, Erie, lorde. Knight, Squire, 

Yea, gentlemen and euery gentle borne. 

But if you wil conftraine me for to fpeake 
What fouldiours are, or what they ought to be. 
And I my felfe of that profeiTion, 
II. c c 
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I fee a crew which glifter in my glafle. 

The braueft bande that euer yet was fene : 

Behold, behold, where Pompey comes before. 

Where Manlius and Marius infue, 

jEmilius and Curius I fee, 

Palamedes and Fabius maximus. 

And eke their mate, Epamincndas loe, 

Protefilaus and Phocyon arc not farre, 

Pericles ftands in rancke amongft the reft, 

Ariftomenes may not be forgot 

Vnlefle the lift of good men be difgraft. 

Behold, my lord, thefe fouldiours can I fpie 
Within my glafle, within my true Steele glafle. 

I fee not one therin which feekes to heape 
A world of pence by pinching of dead paye 
And fo beguiles the prince in time of nede. 
When mufter day and foughten fielde are odde. 
Since Pompey did enrich the common heaps^ 
And Paulus he {Rm'Xxyj&Jurnamed^ 
Returnde to Rome no richer than he wenty 
Although he had Jo many lands Jubduedy 
And brought Juch treajure to the cimh chefts. 
That four/core yeres the ft ate was {after) free 
From greuous tajke and impofttion. 
Teayfince again good Marcus Curius 
Thought facriledge himjelfe for to aduaunce 
And fee his fouldiours pore or Hue in lacke. 

I fee not one within this glafle of mine 
Whofe fethers flaunt and flicker in the winde. 
As though he were all onely to be markt. 
When Ample fnakes, which go not halfe fo gay. 
Can leaue him yet a furlong in the field : 
And when the pride of all his peacockes plumes 
Is daunted downe with daftard dreadfulneflfe. 
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And yet in towne he ietted cuery ftreete. 

As though the god of warres, euen Mars himfelf. 

Might wel, by him, be liuely counterfayte, 

Though much more like the coward Conftatine. 

I fee none fuch (my Lorde) I fee none fuch. 

Since Phocion, which was in deede a Mars 

And one which did much more than he wold vaunt ^ 

Contented was to be but homely clad. 

And Marius, whoje conftant hart could bide 

*The very vaines of his forwearied legges 

To be both cut and carued from his corps^ 

Could neuer yet contented be tofpend 

One idle groate in clothing nor in cates, 

I fee not one, my Lord, I fee not one 

Which ftands fomuch vpon his paynted (heath, 

Bycaufe he hath, perchaunce, at Bolleyn bene 

And loytered fince then in idlenefle. 

That he accompts no Soldiour but himfelfe. 

Nor one that can defpife the learned brayne 

Which ioyneth reading with experience. 

Since Palamedes and VlifTes both 

Were much ejleemedfor their pollicies^ 

Although they were not thought long trained men. 

Epamynondas eke was much ejieemde 

Whofe Eloquence was fuch in all re/peSs 

As gaue no place vnto his manly hart. 

And Fzhius, furnamed Maximus, 

Could ioynejuch learning with experience 

As made his name more famous than the refi. 

Thefe bloudy beafts apeare not in my glaffe. 
Which cannot rule their fword in furious rage, 
Nor haue refpe<5le to age nor yet to kinde : 
But downe goeth al where they get vpper hand. 
Whofe greedy harts fo hungrie are to fpoyle. 
That few regard the very wrath of God, 
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Which greeucd is at cries of giltlefle bloud. 

Pericles was a famous man of warre 

And viSlor eke in nine great fought en fields^ 

Whereof he was the general in charge. 

Yet at his death he rather did reioyce 

In clemencie than bloudy viStorie. 

Be Jlill {quoth he) you graue Athenians, 

Who whtfpered and tolde his valiant fails ^ 

Tou haue forgot y my greatefl glorie got. 

For yet by me nor mine occajion 

Was neuerjene a mourning garmet worne. 

O noble words y wel worthy golden writ ! 

Beleue me (Lord) a fouldiour cannot haue 

Too great regarde wheron his knife /hould cut. 

Ne yet the men, which wonder at their wounds. 
And fhewe their fcarres to euery commer by, 
Dare once be feene within my glaffe of Steele, 
For fo the faults of Thrajo and his trayne, 
Whom Terence told to be but bragging brutes. 
Might fone appeare to euery fkilful eye. 
Bolde Manlius could cloje and wel conuey 
Ful thirtie wounds and three upon his bead^ 
Tet neuer made nor bones nor bragges therof. 

What fliould I fpeake of drunken Soldiours ? 
Or lechers lewde which fight for filthy luft ? 
Of whom that one can fit and bybbc his fil, 
Confume his coyne, which might good corage yeld 
To fuch as march and moue at his commaunde. 
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And (o becoms example of much euil^ 
Which (hould haue fervde as lanterne of good life : 
And is controlde wheras he (hould commaund. 
Auguftus CdJaVy he which might haue made 
Both feafts and banquets brauely as the beft, 
Was yet content in campe with homely cates» 
And feldome dranke his wine vnwatered. 
Ariftomenes dayned to defende 
His dames of prize, whom he in warres had won. 
And rather chofe to die in their defence 
Then filthy men fhould foyle their chaftitie : 
This was a wight wel worthy fame and prayfe. 

O Captayns come, and Souldiours come apace. 
Behold my glafle, and you fhall fee therin 
Proud Crajfus bagges confumde by couetife. 
Great Alexander drounde in drunkennefle, 
Cafar and Pompey fplit with priuy grudge, 
Brennus beguild with lightnefle of beliefe, 
Cledmenes by ryot not regarded, 
Vejpafian difdayned for deceit, 
Demetrius light fet by for his luft. 
Whereby at laft he dyed in prifon pent. . 

Hereto, percafe, ibme one man will alledge 
That Princes pence are purfed vp fo clofe. 
And faires do fall fo feldome in a yeare. 
That when they come, prouifion muft be made 
To fende the froft in hardeft winter nights, 

Indeede I finde, within this glafle of mine, Vngmtefiii 

luftiniany that proude vngrateful prince Prfncei. 

Which made to begge bold Beli/arius 

His truftie man, which had fo ftoutly fought 

In his defence with evry enimy. 

And Scypio condemnes the Romaine rule. 

Which fuffred him (that had fo truely ferued) 
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To leade pore life at his Lynternum ferme. 
Which did deferue fuch worthy rccompence. 
Yea, herewithal moft Souldiours of our time : 
Beleeue for truth that proude luftintan 
Did neuer die without good ftore of heyres, 
And Romanes race cannot be rooted out. 
Such yflewe fprings of fuch vnplefant budds. 

whateucry fiut ftial I fay ? this leflbn learne of me : 

(hoJw be When drums are dumb, and (bud not dub a dub, 

in time of Then be thou eke as mewct as a mayde 

^^^* (I preach this fermon but to fouldiours). 

And learne to Hue within thy bravries bounds. 
Let not the Mercer pul thee by the fleeue 
For futes of filke when cloth may ferue thy tume, 
Let not thy fcores come robbe thy needy purfe. 
Make not the catchpol rich by thine arreft. 

Art thou a Gentle ? Hue with gentle friendes. 
Which wil be glad thy companie to haue. 
If manhoode may with manners well agree. 

Art thou a feruing man ? then ferue againe, 
And flint to fteale as common fouldiours do. 

Art thou a craftfman ? take thee to thine arte. 
And caft off flouth, which loytreth in the Campes. 

Art thou a plowman preffed for a (hift ? 
Then learne to clout thine old caft cobled (hoes, 
And rather bide at home with barly bread. 
Than learne to fpoyle as thou haft feene fome do. 
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Well, thus my Knight hath held me al to long, 

Bycaufe he bare fuch compafle in my glafle. 

High time were then to turne my wery pen 

Vnto the Peafant comming next in place. 

And here, to write the fumme of my conceit, 

I do not meane alonely hufbandmen 

Which till the ground, which dig, delve, mow and fowe. 

Which fwinkc and fweate, whiles we do fleepe and fnort 

And ferch the guts of earth for greedy gain, 

But he that labors any kind of way 

To gather gaines, and to enrich himfelfe 

By King, by Knight, by holy helping Priefts, 

And al the reft that Hue in common welth. 

So that his gaines by greedy guyles be got. 

Him can I compt a Peafant in his place. 

Al officers, all aduocates at lawe, 

Al men of arte which get goodes greedily, 

Muft be content to take a Peafants rome. 
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A ftrange deuife, and fure my Lord wil laugh 

To fee it fo defgefted in degrees ; 

But he which can in office drudge and droy. 

And craue of al, although euen now a dayes 

Moft officers commaund that (huld be cravde : 

He that can fhare from euery pention payde 

A Peeter peny weying halfe a pounde. 

He that can plucke fir Bennet by the fleeue, 

And finde a fee in his pluralitie, 

He that can winke at any foule abufe. 

As long as gaines come trouling in therwith, 

Shal fuch come fee themfelues in this my glafle ? 

Or fhal they gaze, as godly good men do ? 

Yea, let them come : but fhal I tell you one thing ? 

How ere their gownes be gathred in the backe 

With organe pipes of old king Henries clampe. 

How ere their cappes be folded with a flappe, 
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How ere their beards be clipped by the chinne. 
How ere they ride, or mounted are on mules, 
I compt them worfe tha harmeles homely hindes. 
Which toyle in dede to feme our common vfe. 

Strange tale to tel : all officers be blynde. 
And yet their one eye fliarpe as Linceus fight. 
That one eye winks as though it were but blynd, 
That other pries and peekes in euery place. 
Come naked neede ? and chance to do amifie ? 
He flial be fure to drinke vpon the whippe. 
But priuie gaine, that bribing bufie wretch. 
Can finde the meanes to creepe and cowch fo low. 
As officers can neuer fee him flyde. 
Nor heare the trampling of his ftealing fteppes : 
He comes, I thinke, vpon the blinde fide ftil. 

Thefe things, my Lord, my glafle now fets to fliew. 
Whereas long fince all officers were feene 
To be men made out of another moulde. 
Epamynondi of whome I fpake before, 
Which was long time an officer in Thebes^ 
And toylde in peace, as wel as fought in warre. 
Would neuer take or bribe or rich reward. 
And thus he fpake to fuch as fought his helpe : 
If it be good, quoth he, that you defire. 
Then wil I do it for the vertues fake : 

There are If it be baddc, no bribe can me infefte. 

to few fuch If fQ Jt 5e^ for this niy common weale 

Then am I borne, and bound by duetie both 

To fee it done withouten fiirder words. 

But if it be vnprofitable thing. 

And might empaire, offisnde, or yeld anoy 

Vnto the ftate which I pretende to ftay, 

Then al the gold, quoth he, that growes on earth 

Shal neuer tempt my free confent thereto. 
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How many now wil treade Zeleucus fteps ? 
Or who can byde Cambyfes cruel dome ? 
Cruel ? nay, juft, (yea, fofte and peace, good fir,) 
For luftice fleepes and Troth is iefted out. 

that al kings would, Alexander like, Faifc 
Hold euermore one finger ftreight ftretcht out ^"<*««- 
To thruft in eyes of all their matter theeues. 

But Brutus died without pofteritie, 

And Marcus Crajfus had none iflue male ; 

Cicero flipt vnfene out of this world. 

With many mo which pleaded romaine pleas, Adoocati. 

And were content to vfe their eloquence 

In maintenance of matters that were good. 

Demofthenes in Athens vfde his arte. 

Not for to heape himfelfe great hourds of gold, 

But ftil to ftay the towne from deepe deceite 

Of Philips wylcs, which had befieged it. 

Where fhal we reade that any of thefe foure 

Did euer pleade, as careleflTe of the trial ? 

Or who can fay they builded fumpteoufly ? 

Or wroong the weake out of his own by wyles? 

They were, I trowe, of noble houfes borne. 

And yet content to vfe their beft deuoire 

In furdering eche honeft harmelefle caufe. 

They did not rowte, like rude vnringed fwine, 

To roote nobilitie from heritage. 

They ftoode content with gaine of glorious fame, 

Bycaufe they had refpeft to equitie. 

To leade a life like true Philofophers, 

Of all the brittle bearded Aduocates 

That euer lovde their fees aboue the caufe, 

1 cannot fee fcarce one that is fo bolde 
To /hewe his face and favned Phifnomie 

In this my glaflfe : but ir he do, my Lorde, 
He ftiewes himfelfe to be by very kinde 

II. D D 
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A man which mcanes, at euery time and tide. 
To do final right, but fiire to take no wrong, 

Mcrchits. And matter Merchant, he whofe trauaile ought 

Commodioufly to doe his countrie good. 
And by his toyle the fame for to enriche. 
Can finde the meane to make Monopolyes 
Of euery ware that is accompted ftrange. 
And feeids the vaine of courtiers vaine defires 
Vntil the court haue courtiers catt at heele, 
^ia non habent veftes Nuptiales. 

O painted fooles, whofe harebrainde heads mutt haue 
More clothes attones than might become a king, 
For whom the rocks in forain Realmes mutt fpin. 
For whom they carde, for whom they weaue their webbes. 
For whom no woo! appeareth fine enough, 
(I fpeake not this by englifii courtiers. 
Since englifli wool was euer thought moft worth,) 
For whom a! feas are toflTed to and fro. 
For whom thefe purples come from Perjia^ 
The crimofine and liuely red from Inde: 
For whom foft filks do fayle from Sericaney 
And all queint cofts do come from fardeft coafts : 
Auguft. 9. Whiles in meane while that worthy Emperour 

Which rulde the world, and had all welth at wil. 

Could be content to tire his wearie wife, 

His daughters and his niepces euerychone. 

To fpin and worke the clothes that he fliuld weare. 

And neuer carde for filks or fumpteous coft. 

For cloth of gold or tinfcl figurie. 

For Baudkin, broydrie, cutworks, nor conceits. 

He fet the fliippes of merchantmen on worke 

With bringing home oyle, graine, and favrie fait 

And fuch like wares as ferued common vfe. 

Yea, for my life, thofe merchants were not woont 
To lend their wares at reafonable rate. 
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To gaine no more, but Cento por centOy 

To teach yong men the trade to fel browne paper, 

Yea, Morrice bells, and byllets too fometimes. 

To make their coyne a net to catch yong frye. 

To binde fuch babes in father Derbies bands. 

To ftay their fteps by ftatute Staples ftafFe, 

To rule yong royfters with Recognijance^ 

To read Arithmeticke once euery day 

In Woodftreat, Bredftreat, and in Pultery, 

Where fuch fchoolmaifters keepe their counting houfe. 

To fede on bones, whe flefh and fell is gon. 

To keepe their byrds ful clofe in caytiues cage. 

Who being brought to libertie at large, 

Might fing perchaunce abroade, when funne doth fhine. 

Of their mifhaps, & how their fethers fel, 

Vntill the canker may their corpfe confume. 

Thefe knackes, my lord, I cannot cal to minde, 

Bycaufe they fhewe not in my glafle of fteele. 

But holla : here, I fee a ^^bndrous fight, 

I fee a fwarme of Saints within my glafle : 

Beholde, behold, I fee a fwarme in deede 

Of holy Saints which walke in comely wife. 

Not deckt in robes nor garniftied with gold. 

But fome vnfliod, yea fome ful thinly clothde. 

And yet they feme fo heauenly for to fee. 

As if their eyes were al of Diamonds, 

Their face of Rubies, Saphires, and Iacin(5ls, 

Their comly beards and heare of filuer wiers. 

And to be fhort, they feeme Angelycalh 

What fhould they be, my Lord, what ftiould they be ? 

O gratious God, I fee now what they be. 

Thefe be my priefts, which pray for evry ftate, 

Thefe be my priefts, deuorced from the world, prieft. 

And wedded yet to heauen and hplyneflTe, 

Which are not proude, nor couet to be riche. 
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Which go not gay, nor fcde on daintie foode. 
Which enuie not, nor knowe what malice meanes. 
Which loth all luft, difdayning drunkencflc, 
Which cannot faine, which hate hypocrific. 
Which neuer fawe Sir Simomes deceits. 
Which preach of peace, which carpe contentions. 
Which loyter not, but labour al the yeare. 
Which thuder threts of gods moft greuous wrath. 
And yet do teach that mercie is in ftore. 

Lo, thefc, my Lord, be my good praying priefts, 
Defcended from Melchyjedec by line, 
Cofcns to Paule, to Peter, James, and lohn, 
Thefe be my priefts, the feafning of the earth. 
Which wil not leefe their Savrinefle, I trowe. 

Not one of thefe, for twentie hundreth groats, 
Wil teach the text that byddes him take a wife. 
And yet be combred with a concubine ; 

Not one of thefe wil reade the holy write 
Which doth forbid all greedy vfurie. 
And yet receiue a fhilling for a pounde ; 

Not one of thefe wil preach of patience. 
And yet be found as angry as a wafpe ; 

Not one of thefe can be content to fit 
In Tauerns, Innes, or Alehoufes all day. 
But fpends his time deuoutly at his booke ; 

Not one of thefe wil rayle at rulers wrongs. 
And yet be blotted with extortion ; 

Not one of thefe wil paint out worldly pride. 
And he himfelfe as gallaunt as he dare ; 

Not one of thefe rebuketh auarice, 
And yet procureth proude pluralities ; 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



The Steel Glas. 205 

Not one of thefe reproueth vanide. 

Whiles he him felfe, with hauke vpon his fift 

And houndes at heele, doth quite forget his text ; 

Not one of thefe correfts contentions 

For trifling things, and yet will fue for tythes ; 

Not one of thefe, not one of thefe, my Lord, 
Wil be aihamde to do euen as he teacheth. 

My priefts haue learnt to pray vnto the Lord, 
And yet they truft not in their lyplabour. 

My priefts can faft and vfe al abftinence 
From vice and finne, and yet refufe no meats. 

My priefts can giue in charitable wife. 
And loue alfo to do good almes dedes, 
Although they truft not in their owne deferts. 

My prieftes can place all penaunce in the hart, 
Without regard of outward ceremonies. 

My priefts can keepe their temples vndefyled. 
And yet defie all Superftition, 

Lo now, my Lorde, what thinke you by my priefts ? 

Although they were the laft that fliewed thefelues, 

I faide at firft their office was to pray. 

And fince the time is fuch euen now a dayes, 

As hath great nede of prayers truely prayde. 

Come forth, my priefts, and I wil bydde your beades : 

I wil prefume, although I be no prieft. 

To bidde you pray as Paule and Peter prayde. 
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And that he deigne to ende this wicked world. 
Which walloweth ftil in Sinks of filthy finne. 

For Eke pray, my priefts, for Princes and for Kings, 

Pnnces. Emperours, Monarks, Duks, and all eftates. 

Which fway the fworde of royal gouernment. 
Of who our Queene, which Hues without compare, 
Muft be the chiefe in bydding of my beades, 
Elfe I deferue to lefe both beades and bones : 
That God giue light vnto their noble mindes 
To maintaine truth, and therwith ftil to wey 
That here they reigne not onely for themfelues, 
And that they be but flaues to common welth. 
Since al their toyles and all their broken deeps 
Shal fcant fuflize to hold it ftil vpright. 

Tell fome in Spaine how clofe they kepe their clofets. 
How felde the winde doth blow vpon their cheeks. 
While as, mene while, their suburnt futours fterue 
And pine before their procefle be preferrde* 
The pray, my priefts, that god wil giue his grace 
To fuch a prince his fault in time to mende. 

Tel fome in Frace how much they loue to dance. 
While futours daunce attendaunce at the dore ; 
Yet pray, my priefts ; for prayers princes mende. 

Tel fome in Portugale how colde they be 

In fetting forth of right religion : 

Which more efteme the prefent pleafures here 

Then ftabliftiing of God his holy worde ; 

And pray, my Priefts, leaft god fuch princes fpit, 

And vomit them out of his angrie mouth. 

Tel fome Italian princes how they winke 
At ftinking ftewes, and fay they are, forfooth, 
A remedy to quench foule filthy lufte. 
When as, in dede, they be the finkes of finne. 
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And pray, my priefts, that God wil not impute 
Such wilful fa<9ts vnto fuch princes charge, 
When he himfelfe commaundeth euery man 
To do none ill that good may growe therby. 

And pray likewife for all that rulers be For ii no- 

By kings commaundes, as their lieftenants here, wu^d^i 

Al magiftrates, al councellours, and all 

That fit in office or Authoritie. 

Pray, pray, my priefts, that neither loue nor mede 

Do fway their minds from furdering of right, 

That they be not too faintifti nor too fowre. 

But beare the bridle euenly betwene both. 

That ftil they ftoppe one eare to heare him fpeake, 

Which is accufed, abfent as he is : 

That euermore they mark what moode doth moue 

The mouth which makes the information, 

That faults forpafte fo that they be not huge. 

Nor do exceed the bonds of loyaltie. 

Do neuer quench their charitable minde. 

When as they fee repentance hold the reines 

Of heady youth, which wont to runne aftray. 

That malice make no manfion in their minds, 

Nor enuy frete to fee how vertue clymes. 

The greater Birth, the greater glory fure, 

If deeds mainteine their aunceftors degree. 

Eke pray, my Priefts, for the and for yourfelues. For the 

For Bifliops, Prelats, Archdeanes, deanes, and Priefts, ^*^'**- 

And al that preach or otherwife profeflTe 
Gods holy word, and take the cure of foules. 
Pray, pray that you and euery one of you 
^ay walfce vprjght in your vocation ; 
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For why my glafle wil Ihew them as they be. 
Do neither care for God nor yet for deuill. 
So libertie may launch about at large. 

And fome again (I fee them wel enough^ 

And note their names, in Liegelande where they lurke,) 

Vnder pretence of holy humble harts, 

Would plucke adowne al princely Dyademe. 

Pray, pray, my priefts, for thefe, they touch you neere. 

Shrinke not to fay that fome do, Romainelike, 

Efteme their pall and habyte ouermuche. 

And therfore pray, my priefts, left pride preuaile. 

Pray that the foules of fundrie damned gofts 
Do not come in and bring good euidence 
Before the God which iudgeth al mens thoughts. 
Of fome whofe welth made the negled their charge. 
Til fecret finnes (vntoucht) infefte their flocks 
And bredde a fcab, which brought the fhep to bane. 

Some other ranne before the greedy woolfe. 

And left the folde vnfended from the fox. 

Which durft not barke nor bawle for both theyr eares. 

Then pray, my priefts, that fuch no more do fo. 

Pray for the nources of our noble Realme, 
I meane the worthy Vniuerfities, 
(And Cantahridge fhal haue the dignitie, 
Wherof I was vnworthy member once) 
That they bring vp their babes in decent wife : 
FoTjOi That Philqfaphy fmel no fecret fmoke, 

^ Which Magike makes in wicked myfteries : 

That Logike leape not ouer euery ftile 
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And fuch as be Hiftoriographers 

Truft not to much in cucry tatlyng tong, 

Nor blynded be by partialitie. 

That Phificke thriue not ouer faft by murder ; 

That Numbring men, in al their euens and odds 

Do not forget that only Vnitie 

Vnmearurable, infinite, and one. 

That Geometric meafure not fo long 

Til all their meafures out of meafure be ; 

That Mufike with his heauenly harmonie 

Do not allure a heauenly minde from heauen, 

Nor fet mens thoughts in worldly melodie. 

Til heauenly Hierarchies be quite forgot ; 

That Rhetorick leame not to ouerreache ; 

That Poetrie prefume not for to preache 

And bite mens faults with Satyres corofiues. 

Yet pamper vp hir owne with pultefles ; 

Or that me dote not vppon Erato^ 

Which Ihould inuoke the good Caliope; 

That AJlrologie looke not ouer high. 

And light (meane while) in euery pudled pit ; 

That Grammer grudge not at our englifh tong, 

Bycaufe it (lands by Mmojyllabay 

And cannot be declind as others are. 

Pray thus, my priefts, for vniuerfities. 

And if I haue forgotten any Arte 

Which hath bene taught or exercifed there. 

Pray you to god the good be not abufde 

With glorious (hewe of ouerloding (kill. 

Now thefe be pad, my priefts, yet ftial you pray For the 

For common people, eche in his degree, csinaidc. 

That God vouchfafe to graunt them al his grace. 
Where fhould I now beginne to bidde my beades ? 
Or who ihal firft be put in common place ? 
My wittes be wearie, and my eyes are dymme, 

II. E E 
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I cannot fee who beft deferacs the roome. 

Stad forth, good Peerce, thou plowma by thy name. 

Yet fo the Sayler faith I do him wrong : 

That one contends his paines are without peare. 

That other faith that none be like to his ; 

In dede they labour both exceedingly. 

But (ince I fee no fhipman that can Hue 

Without the plough, and yet I many fee 

Which Hue by lande, that neuer fawe the feas : 

Therfore I fay, (land forth Peerce plowman firft, 

Thou winft the roome by verie worthinefle. 

The plow- Behold him, priefts, & though he ftink of fweat 

Difdaine him not : for fhal I tel you what ? 
Such clime to heauen before the fhauen crownes. 
But how ? forfooth, with true humilytie. 
Not that they hoord their grain when it is cheape. 
Nor that they kill the calfe to haue the milke. 
Nor that they fet debate betwene their lords, 
By earing vp the balks that part their bounds ; 
Nor for becaufe they can both crowche & creep. 
The guilefulft men that euer God yet made. 
When as they meane moft mifchiefe and deceite. 
Nor that they can crie out on landelordes lowde. 
And fay they racke their rents an ace to high. 
When they themfelues do fel their landlords ikbe 
For greater price then ewe was wont be worth. 
I fee you, Peerce^ my glafle was lately fcowrde. 
But for they feed with frutes of their gret paines 
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And if you haue a Paternofter fpare. 
Then flial you pray for Saylers (God them fend 
More mind of him when as they come to lande. 
For towarde fhipwracke many men can pray,) 
That they once learne to fpeake without a lye, 
And meane good faith without blafpheming othes ; 
That they forget to fteale from euery fraight. 
And for to forge falfe cockets, free to pane ; 
That miners make them giue their betters place. 
And vfe good words though deeds be nothing gay. 

But here me thmks my priefts begin to frowne. 
And fay, that thus thev ftial be ouerchargde- 
To pray for al which feme to do amifle : 
And one I heare more faucie than the reft. 
Which afketh me, when fhal our prayers end ? 
I tel thee, prieft, when fhoomakers make (hoes 
That are wel fowed, with neuer a ftitch amifle. 
And vfe no crafte in vttring of the fame ; 
When Taylours fteale no ftufFe from gentlemen. 
When Tanners are with Corners wel agreede. 
And both fo drefle their hydes that we go dry; 
when Cutlers leaue to fel olde ruftie blades. 
And hide no crackes with foder nor deceit : 
when tinkers make no more holes tha they founde, 
when thatchers thinke their wages worth their worke, 
when colliers put no duft into their facks, 
when maltemen make vs drinke no firmentie, 
when Dauie Diker diggs and dallies not, 
when fmithes (hoo horfes as they would be (hod, 
when millers toll not with a golden thumbe, 
whe bakers make not barme beare price of wheat, 
when brewers put no bagage in their beere, 
when butchers blowe not ouer al their flefhe, 
when horfecorfers beguile no friends with lades, 
when weauers weight is found in hufwiues web. 
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(But why dwel I fo long among thcfe lowts ?) 
When mercers make more bones to fwere and lye. 
When vmtners mix no water with their wine. 
When printers pafle none errours in their bookes. 
When hatters vfe to bye none olde caft robes, 
Whc goldfmithes get no gains by fodred crownes. 
When vpholfters fel fethers without duft, 
When pewterers infed no Tin with leade. 
When drapers draw no gaines by giuing day, 
When perchmentiers put in no ferret Silke, 
When Surgeons heale al wounds without delay : 
(Tu(h ! thefe are toys, but yet my glas (heweth al.) 

When purveyours prouide not for themfelues. 
When Takers take no brybes nor vfe no brags, 
When cuftomers conceale no covine vfde. 
When Sea[r]chers fee al corners in a (hippe, 
(And fpie no pens by any fight they fee) 
When fhriues do ferue al proceflfe as they ought. 
When baylifes ftrain none other thing but ftrays, 
When auditours their counters cannot change. 
When proude furueyours take no parting pens. 
When Siluer fticks not on the Tellers fingers. 
And when receiuers pay as they receiue. 
When al thefe folke haue quite forgotten fraude. 

Agdne, my priefts, a little by your leaue : 
When Sicophants can finde no place in courte. 
But are efpied for Ecchoes as they are, 
When royfl:ers ruffle not aboue their rule. 
Nor colour crafte by fwearing precious coles ; 
When Fencers fees are like to apes rewards, 
A peece of breade, and therwithal a bobbe ; 
When Lays liues not like a ladies peare. 
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Euen then, my priefts^ may you make holyday. 
And pray no more but ordinarie prayers. 

And yet therin I pray you, my good priefts. 
Pray ftil for me and for my Glafle of ftecle. 
That it nor I do any minde ofiend, 
Bycaufe we fhew all colours in their Icinde. 
And pray for me, that fince my hap is fuch 
To fee men fo, I may perceiue myfelfe. 
O worthy words to ende my worthlefle verfe. 
Pray for me, Priefts, I pray you pray for me. 



FINIS, 

Tarn Marls, quhm Mercurio. 
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EPILOGVS. 



|L.\S (my lord) my haft was al to hote, 
I (hot my gkft before yoa gaiHe your fill. 
And at a glimfe my ^y Um haue (pied 

^ A ftranger trowpe dian any yet were fcne : 

Beholde, my lorde, what moofters muiler here. 

With Angels face and harmefull helifh harts, 

With finyling lookes and depe deceitful thoughts, 

With tetuler fldnnes and ftony cruel mindes, 

With ftealing fteppes, yet forward feete to fraude. 

Behold, behold, they neuer ftande content 

With God, widi kinde, with any helpe of Arte, 

But curie their locks with bodkins & with braids. 

But dye their heare with fundry fubdll ileights. 

But paint and flicke til fayreft face be foule. 

But bumbafl, bolfler, frifle, and perfume. 

They marre with muike the balme which nature made, 

And dig for death in dellicatefl diihes. 

The yonger forte come pyping on apace 

In whiftles made of fine enticing wood. 

Til they haue caught the birds for whom they bryded : 

The elder forte go ftately ftalking on. 

And on their backs they beare both land and fee, 

Caftles and Towres, revenewes and receits, 

Lordfhips and manours, fines, yea fermes and al. 

What fhould thefe be ? fpeake you, my louely lord ? 

They be not men : for why they haue no beards ; 

They be no boyes which weare fuch fide log gowns ; 

They be no Gods for al their gallant glofTe ; 

They be no diuels, I trow, which feme fo faintiih ; 
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What be they ? women mafking in mens weedes ? 
With dutchkin dublets and with lerkins iaggde ? 
With Spanifh fpangs and rufFes fet out of France, 
With high copt hattes and fethers flaunt a flaunt ? 
They be fo fure euen Wo to Men in dede. 
Nay then, my lorde, let fhut the glafle apace : 
High time it were for my pore Mufe to winke, 
Since al the hands, al paper, pen, and inke. 
Which euer yet this wretched world poflcft, 
Cannot defcribe this Sex in colours dewe, 
No no (my Lorde) we gafed haue inough, 
And I too much, God pardon me therfore ; 
Better loke of than loke an ace to farre : 
And better mumme than meddle ouermuch. 
But if my Glafle do like my louely lorde. 
We wil eipie fome funny Sommers day 
To loke agdne, and fee ibme femely fights. 
Mean while my Mufe right hubly doth befech 
That my good lorde accept this ventrous verfe, 
Vntil my braines may better ftuflfe deuife. 



FINIS: 

Tarn Martin quhm Mercurio. 
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IK To the right honorable, my 

finguler good Lord, the L. Gray of 

Wilton, Knight of the moft noble 

order of the Garter. 

|YGHT noble, when I had determined with myfelf to 
write the Satire before recited (called the Steele Glaffe) 
and had in myne Exordium (by allegorie) compared my 
cafe to that of fayre Phylomene abufed by the bloudy 
king hir brother by lawe, I called to minde that twelue or thirtene 
yeares paft I had begonne an Elegye or forrowefull fong called the 
Complainte of Phylomene^ the which I began too deuife riding by the 
high way betwene Chelmisford and London, and being ouertaken 
with a fodaine dafli of Raine, I changed my copy, and ftroke ouer 
into the Deprofundisy which is placed amongft my other PoeJieSy 
leuing the coplaint of Phylomene vnfiniftied ; and fo it hath con- 
tinued euer fince vntil this prefent moneth of April, 1575, whe I 
begonne my Steele Glaffe. And bycaufe I haue in mine Exordium to 
the Steele Glajfe begonne with the Nightingales notes, therfore I haue 
not thought amifle now to finifli & pece vp the faide Cdplaint of 
Philomene^ obferuing neuerthelefle the fame determinate inuention 
which I had propounded and begonne (as is faide) twelue yeeres nowe 
paft. The which I prefume with the reft to prefent vnto your honor, 
nothing doubting but the fame wil accept my good entente therin. 
And I furder befeche that your lordftiip wil voutfafe in reading 
therof to geffe (by change of ftyle) where the renewing of the verfe 
may bee moft apparantly thought to begin. I wil no furder trouble 
your honor with thefe rude lines, but bekch of the almightie long to 
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PHILOMENE. 




N fweet April, the mefleger to May, 
When hoonie drops do melt in golden fhowres. 
When euery byrde records hir louers lay, 
And wefterne windes do fofter forth our floures. 
Late in an euen I walked out alone 
To heare the defcant of the Nightingale, 
And as I ftoode I heard hir make great moane, 
Waymenting much, and thus (he tolde hir tale. 

Thefe thriftles birds (quoth (he) which fpend the day 
In nedle(re notes, and chaunt withouten (kil. 
Are coftly kept, and finely fedde alway 
With daintie foode, wherof they feede their fil. 
But I which fpend the darke and dreadful night 
In watch & ward whe thofe birds take their reft, 
Forpine my felfe that Louers might delight 
To heare the notes which breake out of my brefte. 
I leade a life to pleafe the Louers minde. 
And though god wot my foode be light of charge. 
Yet, feely foule that can no fauour finde, 
I begge my breade, and feke for feedes at large. 
The Throftle, (he which makes the wood to ring 
With (hryching lowde, that lothfome is to heare. 
Is coftly kept in cage : O wondrous thing ! 
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The Mauis eke, whofe notes are nothing cleare. 

Now in good footh, quoth (he, fbmetimes I wepe 

To fee Tom Tyttimoufe fo much fet by. 

The Finche, which fingeth neuer a note but pcepe. 

Is fedde afwel, nay better farre than I. 

The Lennet and the Larke they fing alofte. 

And coumpted are as Lordes in high degree. 

The Brandlet faith, for finging fweete and foftc. 

In hir conceit there is none fuch as fhe. 

Canara byrds come in to beare the bell. 

And Goldfinches do hope to get the gole : 

The tatling Awbe doth pleafe fome rancie wel. 

And fome like beft the byrde as Blacke as cole. 

And yet could I, if fo it were my minde. 

For harmony fet al thefe babes to fchole. 

And (ing fuch notes as might in euery kinde 

Difgrace them quight, & make their corage coole. 

But (hould I fo ? no, no, fo wil I not. 

Let brutifh beafts heare fuch brute birds as thofe j 

For like to like the prouerbe faith, I wot. 

And fhould I then my cunning fkil difclofe ? 

For fuch vnkinde as let the cukowe flye 

To fucke mine eggs, whiles I fit in the thicke ? 

And rather praife the chattring of a pyc 

Than hir that fings with breft againft a pricke ? 

Nay let them go to marke the cuckowes talke. 

The iangling lay, for that becomes them wel. 

And in the filent night then let them walke 

To heare the Owle, how (he doth (hryche and yel. 

And from henceforth I wil no more conftraine 

My pleafant voice to (bunde at their requeft. 

But (hrowd my felfe in darkefome night & raine. 

And learne to cowche ful clofe vpon my neaft. 

Yet if I chaunce at any time, percafe. 

To fing a note or twaine for my di(porte, 

It (halbe done in fome fuch fecret place 
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That fewe or none may thervnto reforte. 
Thefe flatterers in loue which falfhood meane^ 
Not once aproch to heare my pleafant fbng. 
But fuch as true and ftedfaft louers bene. 
Let them come neare, for elfe they do me wrong. 
And as I gefTe, not many miles from hence 
There ftands a fquire with pangs of forrow preft. 
For whom I dare auowe in his defence 
He is as true in Loue as is the beft. 

Him wil I cheare with chaunting al this night : 
And with that word fhe gan to cleare hir throate. 
But fuch a liuely fong, now by this light 
Yet neuer hearde I fuch another note. 
It was (thought me) fo pleafant and fo plaine^ 
Orphans harpe was neuer halfe fo fweete, 
TereUj Tereu, and thus fhe gan to plaine 
Moft piteoufly, which made my hart to greeue. 

Hir fccond note was^,^,^,^,^, 
And that fhe did in pleafant wife repeate. 
With fweete reports of heauenly harmonic ; 
But yet it feemd hir gripes of griefe were greate ; 
For when fhe had fo foong and taken breath. 
Then fhould you heare hir heauy hart fo throbbe. 
As though it had bene ouercome with death, 
And yet alwayes, in euery figh and fobbe. 

She fhewed great fkil for tunes of vnifone, 
Hir Iug» lugy lug, in griefe had fuch a grace. 
Then ftinted fhe, as if hir fbng were done. 
And ere that pafl not ful a furlong fpace 
She gan againe in melodie to melt, 
And many a note fhe warbled wondrous wel. 
Yet can I not, although my hart fhould fwelt. 
Remember al which hir fweete tong did tel. 

But one flrange note I noted with the refl. 
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And that faidc thus : Nimefisy Nfmefisy 

The which mc thought came boldly from hu- breft. 

As though (he blamde therby fome thing amifTe. 

Short tale to make, hir finging founded fo^ 

And pleafde mine earcs with luch varietie 

That, quite forgetting all the wearie wo 

Which I my felfe felt in my fantafie, 

I ftoode aftoynde, and yet therwith content, 

Wifhing in hart that, (ince I might aduante 

Of al hir fpeech to knowe the plaine entent. 

Which grace hirfelfe, or elfe the Gods did graunt, 

I might therwith one furder fauor craue. 

To vnderftand what hir fwete notes might meane. 

And in that thought (my whole defire to haue) 

I fell on fleepe as I on ftafFe did leane. 

And in my flomber had I fuch a fight. 

As yet to thinke theron doth glad my minde. 

Me thought I fawc a derling of delight, 

A ftately Nimph, a dame of heauenly kinde, 

Whofe glittring gite fo glimfed in mine eyes. 

As yet I not what proper hew it bare, 

Ne therewithal my wits can wel deuife 

To whom I might hir louely lookes compare. 

But trueth to tel, for al hir (myling cheere 

She caft fomedmes a grieuous frowning glance. 

As who would fay : by this it may appeare 

That luji reuenge is Preftfor euery chance^ 

In hir right hand, which to and fro did ihake^ 

She bare a fkourge, with many a knottie ftring. 

And in hir left a fnaffle Bit or brake, 

Beboft with gold, and many a gingling ring : 

She came apace, and ftately did ike ftay. 

And whiles I feemd amazed very much, 

The courteous dame thefe words to me did fay : 

Sir Squu-e, quoth fhe, fincc thy defire b fuch. 
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To vnderftande the notes of Phylomene^ 
(For fo fhe hight whom thou calft Nightingale,) 
And what the founde of euery note might meane, 
Giue eare a while, and hearken to my ^e. 

The Gods are good, they heare the harty prayers 
Of fuch as craue without a craftie wil. 
With fauor eke they furder fuch affaires 
As tende to good, and meane to do none il. 
And fince thy words were grounded on defire, 
Wherby much good and little harme can growe. 
They graunted haue the thing thou didft require, 
And louingly haue fent me here bylowe 
To paraphrafe the piteous pleafant notes 
Which Phylomene doth darkely fpend in fpring. 
For he that wel Dan Nafoes verfes notes. 
Shall finde my words to be no fained thing. 
Giue eare, fir Squire, quoth fhe, and I wil tel 
Both what fhe was, and how hir fortunes fel. 



9V The fable of Philomela. 

N Athens reignde fomtimes 
A king of worthy fame. 
Who kept in courte a ftately traine, 
Pandyon was his name. 

And had the Gods him giuen 

No holly breade of happe, 

(I meane fuch fruts as make me thinke 

They lye in fortunes lappe). 




Then had his golden giftes 
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But fmyling lucke bewitcht 
This peerelefle Prince to thinke 
That poyfon cannot be conueyde 
In draughts of pleafant drinke. 

And kinde became fo kind 
That he two daughters had 
Of bewtie fuch & fo well giuen. 
As made their father gladde. 

See, fee, how higheft harmes 
Do lurke in ripeft loyes. 
How couertly doth forow fhrowde 
In trymmeft worldely toyes. 

Thefe iewels of his ioy 
Became his caufe of care. 
And bewtie was the guileful bayte 
Which caught their Hues in Snare. 

For T'ereus Lord of Thrace^ 
Bycaufe he came of kings, 
(So weddings made for worldly welth 
Do feme triumphant things,) 

Was thought a worthy matche 
Pandyms heire to wedde, 
Whofe eldeft daughter chofen was 
To feme this king in bedde. 

That virgine Progne hight. 
And (he by whom I meane 
To tell this woful Tragedie 
Was called Phylomene. 

C The wedding rytes performde. 
The feafting done and paft. 
To T'hrace with his new wedded fpoufe 
He turneth at the laft. 

II. G G 
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Where many dayes in mirth 
And iolytie they fpent. 
Both fatisfied with deepe delight 
And cloyde with al content. 

C At laft the dame defirde 

Hir fifter for to fee. 

Such coles of kindely loue did feme 

Within hir breft to be. 

She praies hir Lorde of grace. 
He graunts to hir requeft. 
And hoift vp faile, to feke the coafte 
Where Phylomene doth reft. 

He paft the foming feas. 
And findes the pleaiant porte 
Of Athens towne, which guided him 
To King Pandyms court. 

There louingly receivde. 

And welcomde by the king, 

He fhewde the caufe which thither then 

Did his ambafTade bring. 

His father him embraft. 

His fifter kift his cheeke, 

In al the court his comming was 

Reioyft of euerie Greeke. 

O fee the fweete deceit 
Which blindeth worldly wits. 
How common peoples loue by lumpes. 
And fancie comes by fits. 

The foe in friendly wife 
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C Faire Phylomene came forth 
In comely garments cladde. 
As one whom newes of fifters helth 
Had moued to be gladde. 

Or womans wil, perhappes, 
Enflamde hir haughtie hartc 
To get more grace by crumes of coft. 
And princke it out hir parte. 

Whom he no fooner (awe 

(I meane this Thracian prince) 

But ftreight therwith his fancies fume 

All reafon did conuince. 

And as the blazing bronde 
Might kindle rotten reeds, 
Euen fo hir looke a fecret flame 
Within his bofbme breedes. 

He thinks al leyfure long 

Til he with hir were gone. 

And hir he makes to moue the mirth 

Which after made hir mone. 

Loue made him eloquent 

And if he cravde too much. 

He then excufde him felfe, and faide 

That Prognes words were fuch^ 

His teares confirmed all : 

Teares like to fifters teares, 

As who fhuld (av, by thefe fewc drops 

Thy fifters griere appeares. 

So finely could he faine. 
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Yea Phylomene fet forth 

The force of his requcft. 

And cravde with (ighes hir fathers leaue 

To be hir fifters gueft. 

And hoong about his necke 
And coUingly him kift. 
And for hir welth did feke the woe 
Wherofftie little wift. 

Meane while ftoode TCereus 
Beholding their afFedes 
And made thofe pricks for his defire 
A fpurre in al re^>eds. 

And wiftit himfelfe hir fire 
When (he hir fire embraft, 
For neither kith nor kin could then 
Haue made his meaning chafl:. 

C The Grecian king had not 
The powre for to denay 
His own deare child & fonne in lawe 
The thing that both did pray. 

And downe his daughter falles 
To thanke him on hir knee, 
Suppofing that for good fucceflfe 
Which hardeft happe muft be. 

But, leafl: my tale feeme long. 
Their ftiipping is preparde ; 
And to the ftiore this aged Greeke 
Ful princely did them guard. 

There, melting into mone. 
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Your fifter feemes likewife 
Your companie to craue^ 
That craue you both, & Tereus here 
The felfe fame thing would haue. 

Ne coulde I more withftande 
So many deepe defires. 
But this, quoth he, remember al 
Your father you requires ; 

And thee, my fonne of TChracCy 
I conftantly coniure, 
By faith, by kin, by men, by gods. 
And al diat feemeth fure. 

That father-like thou fende 
My daughter deare from fcathe. 
And fince I counte al leafure long, 
Retume hir to me rathe. 

And thou, my Phylotnency 
Quoth he, come ibone againe. 
Thy fifters abfence puts thy fyre 
To too much priuie paine. 

Herewith he kift hir cheeke. 

And fent a fecond kifle 

For Prognes part, and bathde with teares 

His daughter doth he blifle. 

And tooke the T'hracyans hand 
For token of his truth. 
Who rather laught his teares to fcorn. 
Than wept with him for ruth. 

The fayles are folly fpredde, 
And winds did ferue at will. 
And forth this traitour king conueies 
His praie in prifon ftill. 
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Ne could the Barhrous bbud 
Conceale his filthy fyre : 
Heyy ViScritj quoth he, my fhippe 
Is fraught with my defire. 

Wherewith he fixt his eyes 
Vppon hir fearefuU face, 
And ftil behelde hir geftures all. 
And all hir gleames of grace. 

Ne could he loke a fide. 

But like the cruel catte 

Which, gloating, cafteth many a glace 

Vpon the felly ratte. 

C Why hold I long difcourfe ? 
They now are come on lande. 
And forth of fliip the feareful wenche 
He leadeth by the hande 

Vnto a felly fhrowde, 

A (heepecote dofely builte 

Amid the woodds, where many a lab 

Their guiltlefi!e bloud had fpilte : 

There (like a lambe) (he ftoode. 
And afkte with trimbling voice. 
Where Progne was, whofe only fight 
Might make hir to reioyce. 

Wherewith this caytife king 
His luft in lewdnefile lapt. 
And with his filthy fraude ful fiift 
This fimple mayde entrapt. 

And forth he floong the raines, 
Vnbridling blinde defire. 
And ment of hir chaft minde to make 
A fewel for his fire. 
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And al alone^ alone, 

With force he hir fuppreft. 

And made hir yelde the wicked weede 

Whofe flowre he liked beft. 

What could the virgine doe ? 

She could not runne away, 

Whofe forward feete his harmfuU hands 

With furious force did ftay. 

Ahlas, what fhould fhe fight ? 
Fewe women win by fight : 
Hir weapos were but weake, god knows, 
And he was much of might. 

It booted not to crie, 
Since helpe was not at hande, 
And ftil before hir feai^eful face 
Hir cruel foe did ftande. 

And yet fhe, weeping, cridc 
Vppon hir fitters name, 
Hir fathers, and hir brothers, oh ! 
Whofe fafte did foyle hir fame. 

And on the Gods fhe calde 

For helpe in hir diflrefle. 

But al in vaine : he wrought his wil, 

Whofe lufl was not the lefTe. 

C The filthie faft once done. 
He gaue hir leaue to grecte,. 
And there fhe fat much like a birde 
New fcapte from falcons feete. 

Whofe blood embrues hir fclfe. 
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At laft when hart came home, 
Difcheveld as fhe fate. 
With hands vphelde fhe tried hir tongue. 
To wreake hir wofiil ftate. 

Barbrous blood, quoth fhe. 
By Barbarous deeds difgraft, 

Coulde no kinde coale nor pitties fparke 
Within thy brefl be plafle ? 

Could not my fathers hefts. 

Nor my mofl ruthfiil teares. 

My maydenhoode, nor thine owne yoke. 

Affright thy minde with feares ? 

Could not my fifters loue 
Once quench thy filthy luft ? 
Thou foilft vs al and eke thy felfe. 
We griev'd and thou vniuft. 

By thee I haue defilde 

My deareft fifters bedde. 

By thee I compt the life but loft 

Which too too long I ledde. 

By thee (thou Bigamus /) 
Our fathers griefe muft growe. 
Who daughters twain (& two too much) 
Vppon thee did beftowe. 

But fince my faulte, thy fadle. 

My fathers iuft ofiFence, 

My fifters wrong, with my reprochc 

1 cannot fb difpence. 

If any Gods be good. 

If right in heauen do raigne. 

If right or wrong may make reuenge. 

Thou fhalt be paide agame. 
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And, wicked, doe thy wurft, 
Thou canft no more but kil : 
And oh that death, before this gilte. 
Had ouercome my will ! 

Then might my foule beneath 
Haue triumpht yet and (aide. 
That though I died difcontent, 
I livde and dide a mayde. 

C Herewith hir fwelling fobbes 
Did tie hir tong from talke. 
Whiles yet the Thracia tyrant there 
To heare thefe words did walke. 

And flcornefiilly he caft 

At hir a frowning glaunce. 

Which made the mayde to ftriue for fpech. 

And ftertling from hir traunce, 

C I wil reuenge, quoth fhe, 
For here I fhake off fhame. 
And wil my felfe bewray this fade 
Therby to foile thy fame. 

Amidde the thickeft throngs, 
(If I haue leaue to go) 
I will pronounce this bloudie deede. 
And blotte thine honor fo. 

If I in deferts dwel. 

The woods my words fhal heare. 

The holts, the hilles, the craggie rocks. 

Shall witneffe with me bearc. 

I will fo fil the ayre 

With noyfe of this thine afte. 
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C Thefe words amazde the king, 
Confcience with choller ftraue. 
But rage To rackte his reftles thought. 
That now he gan to raue. 

And from his fheath a knife 
Ful defpratly he drawes, 
Wherwith he cut the guiltlefle tong 
Out of hir tender iawes. 

The tong that rubde his gall. 
The tong that tolde but truthe. 
The tong that movde him to be mad. 
And fhould haue moued ruth. 

And from his hand with fpight 

This truftie tongue he caft, 

Whofe roote, and it (to wreake this wrog) 

Did wagge yet wondrous faft. 

So ftirres the ferpents taile 
When it is cut in twaine. 
And fo it feemes that weakeft willes 
By words would eafe their paine. 

I blufti to tell this tale, 
But fure beft books fay this : 
That yet the butcher did not blufh 
Hir bloudy mouth to kifle. 

And ofte hir bulke embraft, 
And ofter quencht the fire 
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Burft out in bitter teares. 
And fayde the dame was dead, 
And falfly tolde what wery life 
Hir father for hir ledde. 

The Thracian Queene caft ofF 
Hir gold and gorgeous weede. 
And dreft in dole, bewailde hir death, 
Whom fhe thought dead in deede. 

A (epulchre fhe builds 

(But for a liuing corfe), 

And praide the gods on fifters foule 

To take a iuft remorfe : 

And ofFred facrifice 
To all the powers aboue. 
Ah, traiterous Thracian Tereus, 
This was true force of loue ! 

C The heauens had whirld aboute 
Twelue yeeres in order due 
And twelue times euery flowre and plant 
Their liueries did renew, 

Whiles Philomene full clofe 
In ftiepcote ftil was clapt, 
Enforft to bide by ftonie walles 
Which faft in hold hir hapt. 

And as thofe walles forbadde 
Hir feete by flight to fcape. 
So was hir tong by knife reftrainde 
For to reueale this rape. 

No remedie rcmaynde 



Digitized by 



Google 



236 The Complaynt of Phylomene. 

And Miferiey amongft 
Tenne thoufand mifchicues moe, 
Learnes pollicie in praftifes. 
As proote makes men to knowe. 

With curious needle worke 

A garment gan (he make, 

Wherin (he wrote what bale (he bode. 

And al for bewties fake. 

This garment gan (he giue 
To truftie Seruants hande. 
Who ftreight coueid it to the queen 
Of Thracian Tiranfs lande. 

When Progne red the writ, 

(A wondrous tale to tell) 

She kept it clofe : though malice made 

Hir venging hart to fwelL 

And did deferre the deede. 
Til time and place might ferue. 
But in hir minde a fharpe reuenge 
She fully did referue. 

filence feldome feene. 
That women counfell keepe. 

The caufe was this, fhe wakt hir wits 
And luUde hir tong on flecpe. 

1 fpeake againft my fex. 
So haue I done before. 
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She (girt in Bacchus gite) 
With fworde hir felfe doth arme. 
With wreathes of vines about hir browes 
And many a needles charme. 

And forth in furie flings, 
Hir handmaides following faft, 
Vntil with haftie fteppes me founde 
The ftiepecote at the laft. 

There howling out aloude. 

As Bacchus priefts do crie. 

She brake the dores, and found the place 

Where Philomene did lye. 

And toke hir out by force 

And drefl: hir Bacchus like. 

And hid hir face with boughes and leaues 

(For being knowen by like). 

And brought hir to hir houfe. 
But when the wretch it knewe 
That now againe (he was fo neere 
To T^ereus vntrue. 

She trembled eft for dreade. 
And lookt like aflies pale ; 
But Progne (now in priuie place) 
Set filence al to fale. 

And tooke the garments ofF, 
Difcouering firft hir face. 
And fifter-like did louingly 
Faire Phylomene embrace. 

There fhe, by fhame abaftit, 

Held downe hir weeping eyes, 

As who ftiould fay : Thy right by me 

Is refte in wrongful wife. 
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And down on ground fhe falles. 
Which ground (he kift hir fill. 
As witneiTe that the filthie fafte 
Was done agdnft hir wil. 

And caft hir hands to heauen. 
In fteede of tong to tell. 
What violence the lecher vfde. 
And howe hee did hir quell. 

Wherewith the Queene brake ofF 

Hir piteous pearcing plainte. 

And fware with fworde (no teares) to venge 

The crafte of this conftrainte. 

Or if, quoth (he, there bee 

Some other meane more fure. 

More fteame, more ftoute than naked fword. 

Some mifchiefe to procure, 

I fweare by al the Gods 

I {hall the fame embrace, 

To wreake this wrong with bloudie hande 

Vppon the king of Thrace. 

Ne will I fpare to fpende 

My life in fitters caufe. 

In fitters ? ah what faide I wretch ? 

My wrong ftiall lende me lawes. 

I wil the pallace burne, 
With al the princes pelfe. 
And in the midft of flaming fire 
Wil cafte the king him felfe. 

I wil fcrat out thofe eyes 

That taught him firft to luft. 

Or teare his tong from traitors throte : 

Oh, that reuenge were iuft. 
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Or let me carue with knife 
The wicked Inftrument 
Wherewith he thee and me abufde 
(I am to mifchiefe bent.) 

Or fleeping let me feeke 

To fende the foule to hel, 

Whofe barbarous bones for filthy force 

Did feeme to beare the bel. 

C Thefe words and more in rage 
Pronounced by this dame, 
Hir little fonne came leaping in. 
Which Jtis had to name. 

Whofe prefence could not pleafe 

For, vewing well his face. 

Ah, wretch, quoth (he, how like he groweth 

Vnto his fathers grace. 

And therwithal rcfolvde 
A rare reuenge in deede 
Wheron to thinke withoute words 
My woful hart doth bleede. 

But when the lad lokt vp. 

And cheerefully did fmilc. 

And hung about his mothers necke 

With eafie weight therewhile. 

And kift (as children vfc) 

His angrie mothers cheeke, 

Hir minde was movde to much remorce, 

And mad became ful meeke, 

Ne could (he tcares refrayne. 
But wept againft hir will. 
Such tender rewth of innocence 
Hir cruell nooode did kill. 
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At laft (fo furie wrought) 
Within hu- breft fhe felt 
That too much pitie made hir minde 
Too womanlike to melt. 

And faw hir fitter fit 
With heauy harte and cheere. 
And now on hir, and then on him. 
Full lowringly did leare. 

Into thefe words ftie bruft, 
(Quoth fhc) why flatters he ? 
And why againe, with tong cut out, 
So fadly fitteth ftiee ? 

He, mother, mother, calles. 
She fitter cannot fay. 
That one in earneft doth lament, 
That other whines in plaie, 

Pandions line, quoth flie. 
Remember ttil your race. 
And neuer marke the fubtil ftiewes 
Of any Soule in Thrace. 

You (hould degenerate. 
If right reuenge you flake. 
More riglit reuenge can neuer bee 
Than this reuenge to make. 

Al ill that may be thought, 
Al mifchiefe vnder flcies. 
Were pietie compard to that 
Which Tereus did deuife. 

C She holds no longer hande, 
But {Tygrelike) ftie toke 
The little boy fizl boittroufly. 
Who now for terror quooke. 



Digitized by 



Google 



The Complaynt of Phylomene. 241 

And (crauing mothers helpe,) 
She (mother) toke a blade. 
And in hir fonnes fmal tender hart 
An open wound (he made. 

The cruel dede difpatcht, 
Betwene the fifters twaine 
They tore in peces quarterly 
The corps which they had flaine. 

Some part they hoong on hooks, 
The reft they laide to fire. 
And on the table caufed it 
Be fet before the fire. 

And counterfaite a caufe 

(As Grecians order then) 

That at fuch feafts (but onely one) 

They might abide no men. 

He, knowing not their crafte. 
Sat downe alone to eate. 
And hungerly his owne warme bloud 
Deuoured there for meate. 

His ouerfight was fuch, 

That he for Itis fent, 

Whofe murdered members in his mawe 

He priuily had pent. 

No longer Progne then 

Hir ioy of griefe could hide, 

The thing thou feekft, 6 wretch, quoth (he. 

Within thee doth abide, 

'Wherwith hf* «»««^:».^^ ^u 
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And clokt in Bacchus copes, 
Wherwith fhe then was cladde. 
In fathers bofom caft the head 
Of Itisy felly ladde : 

Nor euer in hir life 

Had more dcfire to fpeake 

Tha now : wherby hir madding mood 

Might al hir malice wreake. 

C The Thracian prince ftert vp, 
Whofe hart did boyle in breft. 
To fcele the foode, and fee the fawce 
Which he could not digeft* 

And, armed as he was, 

He followed both the Greekes 

On whom, by fmarte of fword and flame, 

A fharpe reuenge he fekes. 

But when the heauenly benche 
Thefe bloudie deedes did (ee. 
And found that bloud ftil couits bloud 
And fo none ende could be, 

They then by their forfight 
Thought meete to ftinte the ftrife. 
And fo reftraind the murdring king 
From fitter and from wife. 

So that by their decree 
The yongeft daughter fledde 
Into the thicks, where couertly 
A cloifter life fhe ledde. 

And yet to eafe hir woe. 

She worthily can fing. 

And as thou hearft, ca plcafe the eares 

Of many men in fpring. 
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The eldeft dame and wife 

A Swalhwe was aflignde, 

And builds in fmoky chimney toppes 

And flies againft the winde. 

The king him felfe condemnde 
A Lapwing for to be. 
Who for his yong ones cries alwais, 
Yet neuer can them fee. 

The lad a Pheafaunt cocke 

For his degree hath gaind, 

Whofe blouddie plumes declare the bloud 

Wherwith his face was ftaind. 

C But there to turne my tale. An crpofi- 

The which I came to tell, fucV„o?« 

The yongeft dame to forrefts fled, aithenight- 

And there is dampnde to dwell. common/*' 

And Nightingale now namde 
Which Philomela hight, 
Delights for feare of force againe 
To fing alwayes by night. 

But when the funne to wefl: 
Doth bende his weerie courfe. 
Then Phylomene records the rewth 
Which craueth iuft remorfe. 

I And for hir foremoft note, 
I'ereu T^ereu^ doth fing. 
Complaining ftil vppon the name 
Of that falfe Thracian king. 

Much like the childe at fchole 
With byrchen rodds fore beaten, 
If when he go to bed at night. 
His maifter chaunce to threaten. 
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In euery dreame he ftarts. 
And, 6 good maifter, cries : 
Euen fb this byrde vppon that name 
Hir foremoft note replies. 

Or as the red bread byrds, 
Whome prettie Merlynes hold 
Ful faft in foote, by winters night 
To fende themfelues from colde : 

Though afterwards the haulce 
For pitie let them fcape. 
Yet al that day they rede in feare 
And doubte a fecond rape. 

And in the nexter night 
Ful many times do crie, 
Remembring yet the ruthful plight 
Wherein they late did lye, 

Euen fo this felly byrde. 
Though now transformde in kinde. 
Yet euermore hir pangs forepart 
She beareth ftil in minde. 

And in hir foremoft note 

She notes that cruel name. 

By whom (he loft hir pleafant fpeech 

And foiled was in fame. 

2 C Hir fecond note is^^. 
In Greeke and latine phy^ 
In englifh^, and euery tong 
That euer yet read I. 
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In taft phy ftieweth fomc fowre. 
In hearing fome difcorde, 
In touch lome foule or filthy toye, 
In fmel fome fent abhorde. 

In fight fome lothfome lokc. 
And euery kind of waie. 
This byword phy betokneth bad. 
And things to caft away. 

So that it femes hir well 
Phy, phy, phy, phy to fing. 
Since phy befytteth him fb well 
In euery kind of thing. 

Phy filthy lecher lewde, 

Phy falfe vnto thy wife, 

Phy coward phy, on woman kinde 

To vfe thy cruel knife. 

Phy for thou wert vnkinde 
Fye fierce and foule forfworne, 
Phy mofter made of murdring mould, 
Whofe like was neuer borne. 

Phy agony of age, 
Phy ouerthrowe of youth, 
Phy mirrour of mifcheuoufnefle, 
Phy tipe of al vntruth. 

Phy fayning forced teares, 
Phy forging fyne excufe, 
Phy periury, fy blafphemy, 
Phy bed of al abufe. 

Thefe phyes, and many moe. 
Pore Philomene may meane. 
And in hir felfe (he findes percafe 
Some phy that was vncleane. 
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For though his fowie ofFence 
May not defended bee, 
Hir fifter yet and ftie trangreft. 
Though not fo deepe as he. 

His doome came by deferte. 
Their dedes grewe by difdaine, 
But men muft leaue reuenge to Gods, 
What wrong fbeuer raigne. 

Then, Progne, phy for thee. 
Which kiidft thine only child, 
Phy on the cruel crabbed hart 
Which was not movde with milde. 

Phy, phy, thou clofe conveydft 

A fecret ii vnfene. 

Where (good to kepe in councel clofe) 

Had putrifide thy fplene. 

Phy on thy fitters fade. 
And phy hir felfe doth fing, 
Whole lack of tong nere toucht hir fo 
As when it could not fting. 

Phy on vs both, faith (he. 

The father onely faulted. 

And we, the father free therewhile. 

The felly fonne affalted. 

3 C The next note to hir phy 
Is lugy lug, lug, I geffe. 
That might I leaue to latynifts. 
By learning to expreffe. 

Some commentaries make 
About it much adoe ; 
If it fliould onely lugum meane 
Or Jugulator too. 
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Some thinke that lugum is 
The lug fhe lugleth fo, 
But lugulator is the word 
That doubleth al hir woe. 

For when (he thinkes thereon 
She beares them both in minde, 
Him breaker of his bonde in bed, 
Hir killer of hir kinde. 

As faft as furies force 
Hir thoughts on him to thinke, 
So faft hir confcience choks hir vp, 
And wo to wrong doth linke. 

At laft, by griefe conftrainde, 

It boldely breaketh out. 

And makes the hollow woods to ring 

With Eccho round about, 

4 C Hir next moft note, to note, 
I neede no heipe at al. 
For I my felfe the partie am 
On whom Ihe then doth call. 

She calles on Nhnejis 

And Nhnefis am I, 

The Goddeffe of al iuft reuenge. 

Who let no blame go by. 

This bridle boft with gold 

I beare in my left hande. 

To holde men backe in raftieft rage, 

Vntil the caufe be fcand. 

And fuch as like that bitte 
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But if they hold on head^ 
And fcome to beare my yoke, 
Oft times they buy the roft ful deare. 
It fmelleth of the fmoke. 

This is the caufe, fir Squire, 
Quoth flie, that Phylomene 
Doth cal fo much vpon my name. 
She to my lawes doth leane : 

She feeles a iuft reuenge 
Of that which (he hath done, 
Conftrainde to vfe the day for night. 
And makes the moone hir funne. 

Ne can (he now complaine. 
Although fhe loft hir tong, 
For fince that time, ne yet before. 
No byrde fo fwetely foong. 

That gift we Gods hir gaue. 
To countervail hir woe ; 
I fat on bench in heauen my felfe 
When it was graunted fo. 

And though hir foe be fledde, 
But whither knowes not (he. 
And like hir felfe transformed eke 
A felly byrde to bee : 

Of him this iharpe reuenge 
The Gods and I did take, 
He neither can beholde his brats 
Nor is belovde of make. 

As foone as coles of kinde 
Haue warmed him to do 
The felly fliift of dewties dole 
Which him belongeth to : 
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His hen ftraight way him hates. 
And flieth farre him fro. 
And clofe conueis hir eggs from him. 
As from hir mortal foe. 

As {one as ihe hath hatcht, 

Hir little yong ones runne. 

For feare their dame ihould ferue the efte. 

As Progne had begonne. 

And rounde about the fields 

The furious father flies 

To feke his fonne, and filles the ayre 

With loude lamenting cries. 

This lothfbme life he leads 

By our almightie dome. 

And thus fings flie, where company 

But very feldome come. 

Now left my faithful tale 
For fable (hould be taken. 
And therevpon my curtefie 
By thee might be forfaken : 

Remember al my words. 
And beare them wel in minde. 
And make thereof a metaphore. 
So ihalt thou quickly finde 

Both profite and paftime 

In al that I thee tel : 

I knowe thy flcil wil ferue therto. 

And fo, quoth flie, farewell. 
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Againft my wil did I, God knowes^ awake. 
For willingly I could my felfe content 
Seuen dayes to flcepe for Philomelds fake. 
So that my flecpe in fuch fwete thoughts were fpent. 
But you, my Lord, which reade this ragged verfe 
Forgiue the faults of my fo fleepy mufe ; 
Let me the heaft of Nemejts rehearfe. 
For fure I fee much fenfe therof enfues. 
I feeme to fee, my Lord, that lechers luft 
Procures the plague and vengaunce of the higheft, 
I may not fay but God is good and iuft. 
Although he fcourge the furdeft for the nigheft : 
The fathers fault lights fometime on the fonne. 
Yea foure difcents it beares the burden ftil. 
Whereby it falles (when vaine delight is done) 
That dole fteppes in and wields the world at wil. 
O whoredom ! whoredome 1 hope for no good happe, 
The beft is bad that lights on leechery 
And, al wel weycd, he fits in Fortunes lappe. 
Which feeles no (harper fcourge than beggery. 
You princes peeres, you comely courting knights. 
Which vfe al arte to marre the maidens mindes. 
Which win al dames with baite of fonde delights. 
Which bewtie force, to loofe what bountie bindes': 
Thinke on the fcourge that Nemejis doth beare. 
Remember this, that God, although he winke. 
Doth fee al finnes that euer fecret were. 
Va vobis then which ftill in finne do finke. 
Gods mercy lends you brydles for defire. 
Hold backe betime, for feare you catch a foyle. 
The flefli may fpurre to euerlafting fire. 
But fure that horfe which tyreth like a roile. 
And lothes the griefe of his forgalded fides. 
Is better much than is the harbrainde colte 
Which headlong runnes and for no bridle bydes. 
But huntes for finne in euery hil and holte. 
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He which is fingle, let him fpare to fpil 

The flowre of force, which makes a famous man : 

Left when he comes to matrimonies will. 

His fyneft graine be burnt and ful of branne. 

He that is yokte and hath a wedded wife. 

Be wel content with that which may fuffyfe. 

And (were no God) yet feare of worldly ftrife 

Might make him lothe the bed where Lays lies : 

For though Pandyons daughter, Progne (bee. 

Were fo transformde into a fethered foule. 

Yet feemes flie not withouten heires to be. 

Who (wrongde like hir) ful angrely can fcoule, 

And beare in breft a right reuenging mode, 

Til time and place may ferue to worke their will. 

Yea furely fome, the beft of al the broode. 

If they had might, with furious force would kil. 

But force them not, whofe force is not to force. 

And way their words as blafts of bluftring winde. 

Which comes ful calme, when ftormes are paft by courfe : 

Yet God aboue that ca both lofe & bynde. 

Will not fo fbone appeafed be therefore. 

He makes the male of female to be hated. 

He makes the fire go fighing wondrous fore, 

Becaufe the fonne of fuch is feldom rated. 

I meane the fonnes of fuch raih finning fires 

Are feldome fene to runne a ruly race ; 

But plagude be like by fathers foul defires. 

Do gadde a broade, and lacke the guide of grace. 

Then, Lapwinglike, the father flies about. 

And howles and cries to fee his children ftray. 

Where he him felfe, and no man better, mought 

Haue taught his bratts to take a better way. 

Thus men, my Lord, be Metamarphofed 

From feemely fliape to byrds and ougly beaftes : 

Yea, braueft dames (if they amifle once tredde) 

Finde bitter fauce for al their pleafant feafts. 
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They muft at laft condemned be to dwell 

In thickes vnfeene, in mewes for minyons made, 

Vntil at laft, if they can bryde it wel^ 

They may chop chalk, and take fome better trade. 

Beare with me. Lord, my lufting dayes are done, 

Fayre Phylomene forbad me fayre and flat 

To like fuch loue, as is with luft begonne. 

The lawful loue is beft, and I like that. 

Then if you fee that. Lapwinglike, I chaunce 

To leape againe beyond my lawful reache, 

(I take hard tafke) or but to giue a glaunce 

At bewties blafe ; for fuch a wilful breache 

Of promife made, my Lord, Ihal do no wrong 

To fay, George^ thinke on Phylomeldes fong. 

FINIS. 

Tarn Marti quam Mercurio. 



AND thus my very good L. may fe how coblerlike I haue clouted 
a new patch to an olde fole, beginning this coplainte of Phih- 
fnene, in Aprill, 1562, continuing it a little furder in Aprill, 1575, and 
now thus finifhed this thirdeday of Aprill, 1576. 

Al which mine April (howers are humbly fent vnto your good 
Lordihip, for that I hope very (hortly to fee the May flowers of your 
fauour, which I defire more than I can deferue. And yet reft 
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Certeyne Elegies : wherein the doubtfull 

delightes of maiies lyfe 

are difplaied. 



W^ritten to the Hueenes ^^^ 

mojie excellent Ma^\ w^^ 



Tarn Marti quam Mercuric. 
1576. 
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To The highe and mightie pryncefs, 

Elizabeth by y* grace of god queene of England, 

France, and Ireland, defender of the faithe, &c : George 

Gafcoigne efquier one of her Ma**** moft humble and 

faithfull Servants, wifhethe longe lyfe, w*^ trew 

felicitie nowe and ever. 



IHE lyfe of Mann (my moft gracious and Soveraigne lady) 
is befett withe fundrie enemyes, and fubjeded to manye 
perilles. Neither have wee in this worlde any joye that 

maie be accoupted fure and ftable. nor yet any fuche fta- 

bilitie, as maie yelde us fufficient caufe of perfed joye and contentation. 
But amongft all other occurrents I have noted, that even in greateft 
profperities Man is oftentymes burdened with greate cares, and bearethe 
continually on his fhoulders an untollerable weight of wooes./ Soe that 
owre age feemethe (unto mee) a flyeng chafe condnuallie hunted withe 
Callamities./ And even as the harte, hare, or Foxe, do oftentymes 
light in the nett or fnare (unfeene) whyles they flye to efchew the open 
mowthed hownde, in like manner do we moft comonly fall into the 
botomles pitt of abufe, whiles wee feeke things that feeme moft necef- 
farie for fuftentation of owre bodies. Yea as hunters doe foneft kyll 
their chafe, whiche (ftanding on a cleare wynde) can finde the fame at 
feede, even fo thofe daungers doe fooneft entrapp us, whiche lurke in 
the faire pretence of oure fading pleafures, and lye clofely wrapped upp 
in the mantle of owre pofting fellicities/ To conclude, as the ftowteft 
Chieftaines have often founde muche travaile to keepe the vidorie 
whiche they had (withe payne and danger) ones obteined, even fo the 
wifeft and moft polletyke braynes (hall hardly holld their heapes from 
deminiftiing. and withe muche adoo ftiall they fo bridle theire aiFeftions, 
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as that extreeme delights do not fbmetymes came them into depth of 
fecret doUors and greves :/ For well wrott hee whiche fdd : 

** Omnia commodicas fua fert incomoda iccum/' 

Upon thes confiderations (peereles Queene) I have prefumed to 
employ my penn in this fmall worke which I call the griefe of Jqye. 
And with greater prefumption have I adventured to prefent the fame 
unto youre royall and mod perfed judgement/ Not riiat I thinke my 
Poemes any waie worthie to bee ones redd or beheld of youre heavenly 
eyes, but that I might make youre Majeftie witnefle, how the interims 
and vacant houres of thofe daies which I fpent this fomer in your 
fervice have byn beftowed/ Surely, Madame, the leaves of this pamph- 
lett have pafled with mee in all my perilles/ neither coulde any daies 
travaile fo tyre mee but that the night had lome conference widie my 
reftles (and yet worthies) Muze. Suche care I had to prepare fome 
prefent for youre Imperiall perfon/ and fuche was myne arrogance that 
I afTured my felfe youre in&nite vertues would eafely be accompanied 
withe a gracious benignity in receiving and accepting fo fy rtiple a gifte./ 
For thoughe the height of youre honour might juftly difdaine to 
worthies a trifle, yet I hoope that the depthe of youre difcretion will 
confider, The fum of his good will is not finall, which prefenteth 
hym felfe and all that he hathe. 

Toching the Methode and Invention, even as Petrark, in his woorke 
De remedijs vtriujque fortunay dothe recoupt the uncerteine Joyes of 
men in feverall dialogues, fo have I in thes Elegies diftributed the 
fame into fundrie fonges/ And [I] have hitherto perfefted but fowre 
of the firft/ the which I humbly commend unto your noble fenfure and 
gracious correftion/ And therewithall I proffer in like manner that 
if your Ma*** ftiall lyke the woorke, and deeme y t worthy of publica- 
tion I will then flirynke for no paynes, untill I have (in fuche fonges) 
touched all the common places of mans perylous pleafures. But 
withowt the confirmation of your favorable acceptauns (your Ma'** well 
knoweth) I will never prefume to publiihe any thing hereafter/ and 
that being well confidered (compared alfo withe the unfpeakeable com- 
fort whiche I have conceived in your Ma"" undeferved favor) maic 
fufficientlie witnes withowt further triall that doubtfuU greeves and 
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grevous doubtes do often accompany oure greateft joyes./ Howfoever 
it be, I right humbly befeeche youre heighnes to accept this Trifle for 
a new yeres gyfte/ and therewithal! to pardon the boldnes of your fer- 
vaunt who eftfones prefumethe (hy contemplation) to kyfle your deli- 
cate and moft honorable handes/ and vowethe willingly to purchafe the 
continewance of youre confort by any deathe or perill, whiche occafion 
maie prefent for accompliftiment of any leaft fervice acceptable to fo 
worthie a Queene/ whome God preferve this firft of January, 1577. 
and ever. Amen. 

Youre Ma**** joyfull greeved Servant, 

George Gascoigne. 




II. 



L L 
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The Preface. 

OWNT, mynde & muze, you come before a Queene/ 
before a Queene, whofe Bewtye fkornes compare/ 
for yett on earth hath felde (or nott) bene feene 
A Queene fo fraught with gyfts & graces rare, 
then (that your words her worthy wyll may pearce) 
mount, mynde & muze, the Queene (hall reade yo' verfe. 

And in your verfe be bolld to tell her playne, 
that in my lyfe (one onely Joye except) 
I never fownd delighte that could remayne 
ftyll permanent/ nor free from dole be kept/ 
A thowfand Joyes my Jollye yowth hath tryed 
yett none but one could ftyll with me abyde. 

One Sweete there ys, which never yett feemd fowre : 
one Joye of Joyes, whom never gryef difgrafte, 
one worlde of myrth withowt one mowrnfull howre, 
one happy thoughte, which (yett) no dowbt defaft. 
what is ytt ? fpeake ! (my mynde and muze) be bolld : 
ytt is butt this : my Queene for to behold. 

L'envoie, 

Queene, by your leave, hath bene (yn olden dayes) 
A pretye playe/ wheryn the prynce gave chardge/ 
(So that the pale were ftyll kept hole allwayes) 
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HE griefe of Joye in worthie wife to write, 
That by the vice the vertue might be founde, 
Requireth fkyll, and cunning to endight./ 
Firft : Ikill to judge of everie griefe the grounde, 
Then arte to tell, wherein menns joyes abownde./ 
My mufe, therefore (not caufelefle) dreadeth blame, 
Whofe arte and (kill (God knowes) long fince were lame. 

The wandring waies of reckles ranging youth 

Made will forgett the little Ikill I had/ 

And wanton rimes, whereof no frewte enfewth. 

Have made my ftyle (whiche never good was) badde/ 

Well maie I then accompted be but madd. 

To take in hande a worke fo greate and grave 

Withe thofe fewe tooles, which yet untoucht I have./ 

But as t/ie man whiche ferves his prentifhoode 
With Artifanes whofe cunning doth excel), 
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And partely graunt that he deferveth fame, 
Becaufe his mafters were of worthie name. 

Even fo my fclfe (who fometyme bare the bookes 

Of fuche as weere greate Clerkes and men of (kill) 

Prefume to thinke that everie bodie lookes 

I (hulde be lyke unto my teachers ftill/ 

And thereupon I venter my good will 

Yn barreyne verfe to doe the beft I can, 

Lyke Chaucers boye and Petrarks jomeyman. 

You then who reade and rifle in my rimes. 

To feeke the rofe, where nothing growes but thornes. 

Of curtefie yet pardone hym which clymes 

To purchafe praife, although he fynd but fkornes/ 

Full well wott you, that Corynth flioyng homes 

Maie not be made like everie noddies nofe : 

No Buckler ferues to beare all kynde of blowes./ 

But if fome Engliihe woorde herein feme fweet. 

Let Chaucers name exalted be therefore : 

Yf any verfe doe pafle on plefant feet. 

The praife thereof redownd to Petrarks lore/ 

Few words to ufe, yf either lefle or more 

Be fownde herein, which feeme to merite fame. 

The lawde thereof be to my Sovereigns name./ 

Reproofe myne owne, for all that is amyfle : 

And faults muft fwarme, where little (kill doth reigne,/ 

Yet for my felfe I can alledge but this: 

The mazed man, whome bewties blaze hath flaine, 

Dothe goe in greife, and yet perceyves no payne/ 

And they whome love hathe daunted withe delight, 

Fynd feldome fault, but thinke that all goeth right./ 

My feaficke braynes are giddie with the gaze, 
Whiche fancie caft at lovely lookes long fince, 
And forward ftill I wander in the maze. 
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Where fweete deccipt my reafon dothe Convince/ 
Yet as I maie, you fee, my muze muft mynce 
Suche nyce conceiptes, as toomble in my hedd 
To plcafe her minde, who knowes what life I ledde. 

Such pottherbes growe, where fancie diggs y* foylc. 
And hott deiire beftowes the willing feede./ 
But what for that ? more frewtles were his toyle, 
Whome any griefe could make repent the deede, 
Which once (withe joye) his jolly thoughts did feede./ 
One fight of heaven might make my mynde to dwell 
Seven yeares, content, yn depth of darkefome hell. 

There is a griefe in everie kind of joye ; 

That is my theame, and that I meane to prove./ 

And who were he, w*^** woulde not drinck anoye. 

To taft thereby the lighteft drame of love ? 

But whiles I dreame, yt better ftiall behove 

To wake a brayde and take my woorke in hande, 

Leaft Will be flient, when toyes by trewth are flcande. 

Then let me faie that lyfe to man is lent 
To dwell on earthe in joUitie and joye/ 
But therewithall yt feemes that god was bent 
To vifite man, in myrthe, withe much anoye./ 
Thes contraries are trewthe/ and like no toye. 
For looke who lift, and doubtles he (hall finde 
Some grudge of griefe in everie joyful! mynde./ 

To paffe with penn the terror of the Twygg, 
Which mde torment the blytheft babe that ly ves \ 
Confider we, when youthe is waxen bigg. 
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Of luftie youthe then luffily to treatc, 
Yt is the very Maye moone of delight/ 
When boldeft bloodes are full of wUfull heate. 
And joye to thinke how longe they have to fight 
In fancies fcelde before their lyfe take flight./ 
Synce he which lateft did the game begynne, 
Dothe longeft hope to lynger ftyll therein./ 

greevous joy/ O neaft of needeles myrthe/ 
Full little knowes the yongeft yet that was. 
How neare his death approcheth to his byrth/ 

Suche wyngs hath tyme, w*** all things brings to pafle./ 
Her furcft grounde is flipperie as glafle./ 
Nothing moore vayne nor movable then youth, 
Moore wylie none then age, w'^** ftill enfeweth./ 

For youthe cannot ftande fl:ill in one eftate. 

But flieth us from when moft thereof is made/ 

And age ftealcs on unto our privy gate, 

And in y* darke doth filently invade 

Youthes fortte unwares, w*** never knewe y' trade./ 

So, when we thincke age furtheft from our lyfe, 

Youthes doore breakes up, and yt fteppes in by ftrife. 

This is one Griefe, yet (God he knowes) not greate. 
Compared to thofe which follow youthful I joy es,/ 
The rcckles rage/ the rafhe unbridled heate/ 
The thirft of lufte to tafte unlawfull toyes/ 
The fubtile fnares to catche content by coyes/ 
The love, the hate, and all w** lyfe dothe ufe. 
Breeds griefe in joy : there Is no choyfe to chufe./ 

1 fee not, I, whereof yong men fhoulde boft, 
Synce hee that is nor fonde nor madd owtright, 
Dothe knowe y* age will come at laft like froft. 
And nipp the flowere of all his vaine delight :/ 
Where findcs he then the pleafure of his plight ? 
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Alas, alas, even whyles I write thes lynes, 
Some parte of youthe to crooked age enclynes/ 

Unleflc, percafe, of two condempnd to death, 
The ladd w** laft dothe clyme the gallow tree, 
(Becaufe a while he hath prolonged breath) 
Maie feeme to fome the happier to be/ 
And yet who lyft to harken unto me, 
I faie hee feemes moore paine for to endure. 
Which lyngers lyfe, and is to dye moft fure./ 

Yet this is not an even comparifone./ 

For (here) that one maie chance fome waie to fcape/ 

Where nought but death, when all delaies ar done. 

Can keepe olde age from reaching youth by rape/ 

His hungrie Jawes continually doe gape 

To fwallow youth : and yf death parte them not, 

Yt needes at laft muft light unto his lott. 

But fome triumphe, as though y* bounds were fett. 
How longe mans lyfe might heere on earthe endure/ 
Put cafe It were allowed w^owt lett 
Full feventie yeares to foiorne here full fure/ 
And then conclude that he, whiche hathe the cure 
Of his owne Cource, might joye in youth full faft. 
And care in age, when lufty youthe were paft./ 

But therew"*all yt woulde be markt likewife. 
That as the Colt which never knewe the bytt, 
Dothe foner catche a knocke in wilfuU wife 
Then dothe the horfe w*'** flyngeth never a fytt. 
But is content to let his rider fitt ; 
Even fo that age, w*** lavifhe is of breath. 
Shall foneft light upon the darte of deathe. 

For deathe is he, w** rides and breakes us all/ 

Some yong, fome olde, fome full of witt, fome fonde/ 

And fuch as ftrive, and thinck to make h^ fall 
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He fwylles them firft in depthe of furfeyts ponde. 
And after tyes them faft in agewes bonde./ 
Untyll at laft he wyne the wyldeft wyll 
To lye alonge, and let hym fpurre his fill./ 

Weighe well my woordes : no nearer neighbours be 
Then lyfe and deathe, whofe walls alwaies do touche; 
For yf that one for feare doe chaunce to flee. 
That other ftraight dothe never feme to gruch. 
But foUowes faft, and thinkes no paine to muche/ 
Yea when they feme in fonder quite divorft, 
They meete unfeene, althoughe they be not forft./ 

And what gaynes he that dothe prolonge his dales. 
But forrowe, payne, care, Contecke, and unquiett ? 
As forowe firft, the faulce of worldely wdes/ 
And payne, the price of roonying after riott./ 
Care keepes the tx>oke wherein man writes his diett./ 
Contecke comptrolles his howftiold everie howre. 
And much unreft doth holde his ftrongeft towre./ 

One man Thes grcevcs cnfue the lymityng of lyfe, 

HvnJ'J' Which (being weyed in equall ballance to) 

another. Muft nccdes be caufe of muche debate and ftrife, 

Synce He loves lyfe/ as well as He can doe/ 

Saye one ly ves longe : another aiketh Who ? 

And why not I ? fayth he, unequall kynde ! 

Who longe therefore, and yet in paynes am pyned. 

So that (in deede) their vaunting is but vayne. 
Who thinke in youth to carroll voyde of care/ 
No, no (God knowes) eche pleafure hathe his payne/ 
And frolicke vouthe muft meete w* (orv iire/ 
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One thinks in yowthe to floorifhe evermore, 
Becaufe olde age is furdeft from his heele/ 
And whyles therewith he comforteth y* core, 
The flower doth fade whiche he dothe never feele, 
And drowpingly yt downe apace dothe reele./ 
Oh, brittle Joy, withe fodaine griefe difgraft. 
Which foner partes then yt can be embraft. 

Another thinkes his age to be unbroken, 
Becaufe in youth his glafle beginnes to roone/ 
Who never marks, that whiles y' worde was fpoken, 
Some parte therof is now bothe paft and done/ 
The ftrongeft thryd y' ever yet was fponne, 
(Although it never come in clothe nor lift) 
Is nockthrowen yet even with y* fpindles twyft. 

The heavens on highe perpetually doc moue/ 
By mynutes meale the howre dothe fteale awaie/ 
By howres the daie, by daies the monethes remoue/ 
And then by monethes the yeares as faft decaie/ 
Yea, Virgills verfe and Tully truth do faie. 
That tyme flieth on and never claps her wings. 
But rides on clowdes, & forward ftill (he flinges. 

Muche lyke to them who (fitting in a ftiipp) 

Are borne forthright, and feele no footing fturr./ 

In filent fleepes the tyme awaie dothe flipp/ 

Yt neither bawlethe (like a contrie curre) Tymcdothe 

Nor ftandeth ftyll to byde a hafty fpurre/ S"'" 

But flily flydes, and never maketh noyfe. 

And much bewrayes with verie little voyce./ 

Some coiipt that lyfe afcendethe ftyll in youthe 
Which dothe (in deede) unto the pytt defcend/ 
And oh that men could fee howe (one enfeweth 
The fatall clapp, which brings them to their ende/ 
For then this lyfe which God to them dothe lende,/ 

II. M M 
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Woulde fkarcely feme fo many wynters daies, 
As earft feemd yeares to ende theire wanto waies/ 

' What faid I ? daies ? nay, not fo manie howres/ 
Not howres ? no no/ foe manv mynuts nott/ 
The braveft yowth, w** floorimeth lyke flowres, 
Woulde thinck his hew to be as fone forgott. 
As tender herbes cut up to ferve the pott./ 
And then this lyfe, which he fo thoug[h]t to clyme, 
Woulde ftiew yt felfe but toomblyng under tyme/ 

Well : yett deceypt by lufty yowthe is fpied. 

When as it cannot well avoyded be./ 

For v^ne it were with grave advife to guyde 

The wilfuU blynde, w** wyll no danger fee/ 

And though I be not olde, yet truft to me, 

Youthe fkornes the reade of them w^ have beft fkill. 

Though (by defecft) yt needeth councell ftill./ 

Harde of beleefe/ and unexpert with all/ 
Ralhe/ blynde/ yett bolde/ and fetteth dang' light/ 
Soe that mee leemes no teacher of them all 
Maie better ferve to handle youthe aright 
Then crooked age w** fettith on theire fight 
(Although they wynke, difTembling not to fee) 
Bothe what they are, and what they ought to be./ 

To tell a trewth, yf any yong man woulde 

Geve eare to age, and harken founde advife. 

That youthe might fhinc, & glifter bright as golde/ 

For then might he efchew the toyes w^ tyfe 

To vaine delight and perills of little price/ 

Yea, then flioulde he efkape y* fandes hymfelfe. 

And helpe his pheares, who grounded fit on (helfe/ 

But youth is it w^ many hathe beguyld 
By fetting joye in vayne delightes to fale/ 
Whereas in deede moft comfort is compiled 
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In things w** fceme to be but bytter bale/ 
Marke well my woordes, and truft unto my tale : 
All is not golde w** gliftereth faire and bright. 
Nor all things good w^ faireft feeme in fight./ 

Trew joye cannot in trifling toyes confift/ 
Nor happines in joyes w'''* foone decaie/ 
Then looke on yowthe, and marke yt, he y' lift/ 
Somtymes both borne and buried in a daye/ 
Yea, thoughe yt (hould con ty new greene alwaie, 
I cannot finde what joy therein doth grow. 
Which is not ftaynd w"* undertwiggs of wo./ 

How many tymes have I beheld the race 

Of reckles youth w'** fondrie greeves difgraft ? 

How many ioycs have I feene fade apace. 

When in theire roomes repentance hathe byn plaft ? 

Howe oft have I ben wytnes of y* waft, 

Whiche wilfull yowth hath fpent on worthies toyes. 

To tyre the Jade w*** beares his porting joyes ? 

Yf wafte of wealth be caufe of privie care. 

Then youthe maie boft to care as muche as one./ 

Yf lacke of healthe be caufe of forie fare, 

Then crooked age (hall never weepe aloone, 

Synce youth oftymes doth gnawe the felfe fame boone/ 

Yea, furfayting and many a fodeyne fore 

Breede moft in yowthe, w^** hunteth ftill therefore./ 

Yf tyme mifpent deferve a juft reproofe. 
What youthe is that w*** can it felfe excufe ? 
Yf grave exploy tes be moft for mans behoofe. 
What vouth can boft that he the like doth ufe ? 
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I leave to lanche, or largely to reprove 

The curious cares, the great (though graceles) giftes. 

Which wanton youth beftowes on luckles love/ 

I ftiame to ftiewe the deepe deceiptfuU driftes 

Whiche lovers ufe, and yet fuch lubtill fhyftes 

Doe dwell withe youth, or where he lyft to lott them/ 

Age knowes them not : at leaft he hath forgot them./ 

Well : fome will faie, I have not foonge of all 

The galliant Joyes w'^** joyned are to youthe/ 

As Bewtye, Strength, Acftivity with all,/ 

And many a fweete w''** yowthfuU yeares enfewth/ 

Who fo doth faie, he telleth but a trewth. 

But byde a whyle, my fynging is not done. 

Although with yowth I fyrft y* game begone./ 

Of Bewties blaze I have a fbng to fing/ 

Of ftrength lykewife, and Aftive quallities/ 

But fynce my lute hath broke the treble ftring. 

Let pawfe a whyle, untyll I maie devife 

Some new fownd notes to chant in cherefuU wife./ 

My playne-fong tunes, I feare, to long have bene. 

And I wax hoarce to fing before a Queene. 

An ende of the firft /onge. 

TAM MARTI QUAM MERCURIO. 
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MUSE, plde thy parte/ & fend thy head fro blowes/ 
I fee a fwarme w'^'* coome thee to aflayle/ 
Ne canft thow well defend fo many foes, 
Yf harte wax feynt, or courage feme to quay le/ 
Behold, beholde, they come as thyck as hayle, 
And threat to pluck the tongue owt of thy jawes, 
Which dareft prefume to clapp on fuch a clawfe./ 

Dareft thow attempt to find a newfound griefe, 
Where Joye of Joyes continually doth dwell ? 
Dareft thow affirme that Cheare holds not in chiefe 
Of Bewtyes baronye w^ beares the bell ? 
Or dareft thou, Mufe, ones take in hand to tell 
That Bewty breedes a griefe in greateft joyes ? 
Alas, this trowpe will coupt thy trewth but toyes./ 

My Queene her felf co5mes formoft of them all/ 

And beft deferves that place in eche degree/ 

Whofe prefence now muft needs thy fprytes apall. 

She is fo faire and Angell-lyke to fee ; 

Beholde her well, my Mufe, for this is ftie 

Whofe bewties beames do fpredd themfelves full wyde, 

Bothe in this Realme and all the worlde befide./ 

This is the Queene whofe onely looke fubdewed 
Her prowdeft foes withowten fpeare or ftieeld/ 
This is the Queene whome never eye yet viewed. 
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And this is (he that bends her mightie mace 

To breake and brufe thy prowdc prefumpteous mynde. 

Which dares attempt with griefe for to difgrace 

The joye wherein moft men theire pleafure finde/ 

Me-thinkes She fmyles, and (aies thine eies are blyndj 

Or dazled els with mifts of much miftake, 

Synce thow doft feeme of faire fo fowle to make./ 

But Princes mindes fomtymes miftake y* right./ 
So meaneft thou then thy theame for to defende/ 
Well, well, my mufe, yf thou refolve to fight, 
I the advife fome better weapons bend. 
Which right reliefe in thy diftrefle male lende./ 
For why my Queene (not wont to woork by wyll) 
Dothe crave confent of right and reafon ftyll./ 

And whereas doubtes (engendred by debate) 

Make queftions rife in any caufe of weight. 

My Queene then calles the pyllors of her ftate. 

And fymply fowndes the treuth from all deceipt/ 

So that her Juftice (clymyng ftyll on height. 

As lothe by powre in perilles to decyde) 

She grauntes free voyce that verditt maye be tryde./ 

For proofe beholld my Ladie peramount, 
Whofe frowne dothe feeme (o feemely Seynt) to fmyle ; 
Beholde y* ftarre, whome cowrtiers do accompt 
E. K. Theire joye in griefe (not griefe of joy) therewhile : 

Behold, behold, how She accompts the vile, 
Which haft forgott the greene monks dyrge fo fone : 
Ah, Slave ! (fayth ftie) is dewty fo foone doone ? 

Of felfe fame lyne, a Coutefle doth, appeare, 
c. of Efi. Whofe lovely lookes withe ftately porte & grace 

Can hardly byde to be compared here/ 
And for encreafe of honor to this race, 
By weft one workes to wyne the heigheft place/ 
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Forgeve me, you w"* thinke her no fuche wight, a. w. 

The wynde fatt Weft, whe I this verfe did write. 

Next after thes, the Crowde fo thycke doth throng, 
As now I nott, whofe name I firft Ihoulde note,/ 
But well I wott, that all y"" reft among 
I fee one Sowle, which weares a tawny cote, 
And ftowtly fayes : thow lyeft in thy throte, 
Yf thow affirme that Bewtye breeds anoye, 
Whiche is indeede one cheefeft caufe of Joye,/ 

To tell her name yt were bothe fonde and vayne, 

She knowes her felfe, that (next The hollow tree) 

I alwaies thought greate right in her did reigne, 

Yf fhe ftiould clay me a Paragone to bee,/ 

Ones Bewtie flowed in fuche extreeme degree, m. h. 

That Bridges buylt for bownties eafe were plaft, 

And ftie, poore wenche Hopton : though not in haft./ 

But why do I ftreyne curtefey to tell 

The proper names of fuch as fame deferve ? 

Three worthie dames next thefe I fee full well, 

Whiche threaten fore thy carping tongue to carve/ 

Yf gentle words for warning maie not ferve/ 

Howardes they be/ but w""** dothe ftiine moft bright, k, f & m. 

Were needeles now in makebate verfe to wryte. "' 

Burrowe faythe, byde, and let me have a blowe, m. b. 

And fo faith Vere^ that bloome of noble bloode ; l. m. v. 

Sydney faieth, ftaie/ and let me bende my bowe, ^ s. 

So wrathe they are, or rather raging woode. 
And fure they be bothe gallant all and good. 
Three fragrant flowres of princely grace & porte, 
For Marigoldes (of late) fmelt fwete in cowrte. 

Of Bowrchers lyne A Sufane eke I fee. 

Which cannot brooke to beare thy rymyng well/ ^ s, b. 

Then followe next fowre dames of heighe degree, 
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Whofe noble names I meane lykewyfe to tell/ 
o. of Hot. Huntingdon^ Warwick^ Oxfordcy & the Bell 

War. Of Rutlande: come (attoncs) w^ heavenly grace. 

And meane (poore mufe) thy doyngs to deface. 



Ox. & Rot. 



A bewtye rare I fpyc amonft the reft, 
c. of Bed. Which gracioufly dothe ftiyne in worthy wyfe : 

Bedforde : Whofe hew compareth w*** the beft, 
Yf right refpeft (her age well weyed) fuflFyfe, 
And who fo faies I moore then trewthe devife, 
Let her but lyve as many yeares as Shee, 
And (for my lyfe. She (hall no fairer bee. 

Vf^ her there coome (for why they keepe their place 
L, Gr. As Dames that love in dew degree to goe) 

L. £. i^ Fowre daughters deare : but yet of fondry race/ 

L. M. R. FirO: of her owne two daughters and no moe, 

E. M. Then of her lordes (whofe ofspring long ago 

Dyd prayfe deferve) two other Impes ther be. 
Who all yfere do feeme to menace the./ 

RuJJell and Audley^ Sheffeld^ ChandoSy Sands y 
(All Barons wyves, of bewtie rare & bright) 
Make wondrows haft withe halberts in their hands 
L. R. A. To ftrike y* (mufe) withe verie maine & might/ 

sh^ch. As eke y* fpoufe of many an hardie knight 

And comly Squyre prepare y* force they have 
Thy worthies verfe in fkome for to deprave/ 



etS. 



Drewry defires fome fharpe revenge to make, 
£ p And Thynn thynks longe to fee thyne overthrow/ 

L. Th. What ftiould I fpeake of all y* weapons take. 

To wrecke the wrathe w** made theire grudge to growe ? 
Alas (my Mufe) they are in nomber mo 
Then my poore penn is able well to wryte. 
Or tongue or breathe have leyfurc to refite, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Thefeconde Songe. 273 

And thyncke not ftrange, although I recken thes 

Diforderly, confidryng theire degrees/ 

My meaning is not flatteringly to pleafe 

All Dames in Courte, and crave a pyckthanks fees/ 

For fynce I fee them fwarme as thycke as bees. 

And ftrive (for haft) whofe hand maie (firft) y* lame, 

I thyncke no fyne to name them as they came. 

And furely (Mufe), although my Queene be here, 

Befides her place no place can now prevayle/ 

Withowt refpecft they clufter every where. 

And (but to her) they doe no bonet vayle/ 

All roone attones/ and all attones aflaile/ 

That makes my Seynt (for haft) come next her Queene, 

Whofe bewties heate (pchance) enflamed her fpleene,/ 

The felfe fame humor feedeth mo then her/ 
For all afarre I fpy a troupe of Dames, 
Who come in haft, and meane to keepe a fturre/ 
I fee them well, yet knowe I not their names/ 
But fure yt feemes fome choller them enflames 
What be they ? ha ? oh what a beaft am I ! 
Thes Starres of Courte had bleard my better eye. 

My Sweeteft fowre, my loy of all my griefe, 
My Frendly foe, myne ofte Reviving death. 
My firft Regreate, my right and laft Reliefe, 
My frewtfull cropp, and yet my Barreyne heath/ 
My ftore and ftocke, w** {pares & fpends my breath/ 
My Hope forlorne, my Heyght of all my Happe, 
My Love firft lulled in golden fancies lappe ' 



'I 
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Myne A per Se, my All, myne oncly Sum, 
Before this heape in hafty heate dothe come/ 

O BartholmeWj (faithe Shee) where bee thy wytts, 
And where the Ikyll w** wont to guyde thy penn ? 
Shall world conclude that fancy comes by fytts ? 
Wilt thow be founde as fonde as other menn, 
Who dotingly do dally nowe and then ? 
Can light conceipt (in thy mynd) reafone chafe 
From that which proofe hathe often put in place ? 

And w* that woord (in ftede of force) to fight 
She turnes her face, and weepes w*^ woofiill cheare/ 
Whiche blowe (unfeene) amazeth more my fpright 
Then all the threates w** I rehearced here/ 
Forgeve me (dames) and with my paflion beare/ 
Her teares (my Queene except) doe greeve me more. 
Then yf all you ftiould weepe youre eies full fore. 

ladie peramownt, you are to wyfe 

To frett hereatt/ for this is Ihee in deede 
By whome my mufe hath mownted (earft) to (kyes/ 
Whofe onely fay re my fancie long did feede/ 
This is loves mynte, w** onely gave me meede/ 

1 played w*** fome theire pacience for to prove. 
But Livia (in eameft) had my love/ 

And worthy well, fince kinde w* all her crafte 
Yet never framed her pheare in all refpeds. 
Blynd Cupide nedethe not to fpende a (hafte. 
Her only looke eche lyving mynde enfeAs/ 
She is efteemd of all eftates and Sefts/ , 
Menn make her roome, and women give her place, 
Love bends her bowe, and malHce beares her mace. 

Her playfellowes, and thofe w*^ withe her marche, 
J T. Muft not be named/ but one dwells at Townes-ende/ 

F. p. Another hight The Bridge with Stony Arche/ 
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Another Oxe Right Leane/ God her amend/ c. of l. 

Thes three (not Shee) theire angry browes do bende. 
Whiles Livia (meane while) amazeth more, 
Then all they three, and all that went before./ 

And yet I fee a Dame in ftrange attire. 

With doublet ded, as flemyfh fafhion is/ 

Who in the Ayre dothe fly lyke flamyng fyrc. 

As though the worlde and all things went amyflTe : 

Shee feemeth fure fome lampe of lovely blyfle/ 

Who fhoulde yt be ? let me advife her well/ petronciii 

Now, for my lyfe, it is my Petronell./ dc Aique- 



Nay then (my mufe) make haft and arme apace. 
The coutrie coomes/ naye Coutries mo then one/ 
Yf Pernyll ones vouchefafe to byd the bafe, 
Lylken will fweare Shee ftiall not roone alone. 
And Tanyken woulde melt her felfe in mone, 
Yf others wreckt their mallice to their mynde. 
And She (for flowthe) fhoulde feeme to fitt behinde./ 

Yea, (hall I faye ? yf ones the droome ftiould fownde. 

And ftrike allarme, when ladies lift to fight, 

Voifgeant from Fraunce woulde (all to foone) be founde. 

From Skotland Flemyng woulde appeare in fight. 

From Holland, Egmont/ and one other light 

Of Petronells from Utrecht fliould wee fee/ Petroneiu 

Bothe Dames of pryce, though myne the better be. houcn.**" 

Bella Symona fhoulde be quickly feene. 
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I herde the faie (erewhyle) that everie joye 

Hathe galles of griefe in all y* myrthe wee make/ 

Saie quickly then, what cannons of anoy 

Dare be fo bolde as ones to undertake 

Dame Bewties bowre w* forowes Ihott to Ihake ? 

Speak quicke (my mufe) before thefe worthies all/ 

A womans wytt is beft at fodeyne call./ 

The fubtyle Slyme (fayeft thow) of falfe fufpeft. 
The lyme of luft, the wormes of wanton wyll, 
Doe Bewties bones withe ficknes ftyll enfeA/ 
So that when fancie meanes to feede his fyll, 
Some chipp of chaunce dothe all his pottage Ipyll; 
And he maie rife all hungrie as he came : 
Bewtie fatts few She is a deyntie Dame/ 

Indeede Sufpeft keepes watche bothe daie & night, 

So ftreight that Bewtie maie her blaze repent. 

For what prevayles a candel burning bright, 

Yf under Bufhell yt be allwaies pent ? 

The faireft face moft comonly is fhent, 

When fowle and blacke maie laughe and Icape at large,/ 

Fyne Byrds be caged/ but who of crowes take charge ? 

The lyme of luft ofte lights on Bewties wynges/ 
For harde to keepe what many mynds defire/ 
And wanton will can feldome fett her flyngs, 
Unlefle felf-love do blowe Dame Bewties fyre : 
This queftion anfwerd, I no more require 
Who lufteth more than doth y* faireft face. 
Nones fancye fkudds, when Bewtie bids the bafe/ 

And reafone good/ but tell me yet a trothe ; 
What fault poore fancie dothe comytt thereby ? 
All owgly thyngs (by very kynde) wee lothe/ 
AH thinges (againe) which feme to pleafe the eye. 
Wee love and lyke as faft as wee them fpye/ 
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Yt feemes to me that God in heaven above 

Did make them faire^ becaufe men fhuld the love./ 

The perfeder that any thing appeare, 

Aly ve or deade^ by nature or by arte. 

The greater love unto the fame wee beare, 

Nc can owre mynds that fancy well aftarte/ An objec. 

A man fhuld make a verie thriftles marte, ^o"- 

Which moft would geve for things w^** worft doe feeme: 

His gaynes fhould never quite his coft, I deeme./ 

And thoughe no tongue nor pene can well defcribe 

The face of God, whome never man beheld. 

Yet unto yt all Scriptures do afcribe 

The palme of praife/ his bewty wynes the feelde. 

It blafeth brighter then owre wytts can weelde. 

The nearer then that things unto hym drawe. 

The more wee ought to love them by his lawe/ «. 

His AngcUs eke are bewtifull and bright/ 

The glorie of his heavens confifts therein/ 

And who were he (w*** feing fuche a fight) 

Could chufe a lyttle love for to begynne ? 

For my parte oft in prefence have I ben/ 

When fuch fweete Seyntes did blaze before myne eyes, 

As made the chamber heaven above the Skyes. 

But by your leave, when I had flepte (alight) 
And fett a fighe, and me bethought withall, 
That by y* fame I had forgotten quyte 
Myne owne affaires, my wytts, my felfc and all : 
My heaven feemd hell/ my mell was turnd to gall 
For all to trewe it is that Gallant things/ 
Make fancie flye, and help to ympe his wings/ 

Not I allone, but noombers infinyte 

Of toward yowthes have roone their race awrye. 

By glance and gafing at things appofite, 

Which holde them fafl, and would not let the flye. 



Aunrwere. 
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To perfed poyntcs, w** placed are on heighe/ 
Thes whites and markes, w** glifter here bylowe. 
Are fhootes (for fhyft) but for a bafer bowe./ 

The gyfts of grace by God are never given 
To be employd in vents of vaine delight/ 
And yet wee fee fome ftudie, morne and even, 
To prynke, to pranke^ to deck, and eke to dight 
Owre flefti and fkyiie w*** feemeth faire and bright/ 
Whyles (in meane tyme) owre mynds are layd afyde, 
Skarce coomly tyred, and yet pufte up w^ pryde. 

Shew me but one that can be well content 
To fpende the forenoone, prayeng on his knees/ 
But I can fhewe hole thowfands vainely bent. 
Which all the day feeme ftynged ftyll w^ bees. 
For feare they fhould the praiefe of Bewtie leefe/ 
' They fet their ruffes, thei ruffle up their heare 

They talke farre of, theire myndes are other where. 

They courfe the glafle, and lett yt take no reft/ 
They peepe and fpye, who gazethe on theire face/ 
They darkely aflce, whofe Bewtie feemethe beft/ 
They harke and mark, who marketh (moft) their grace/ 
They ftay theire fteppes, and ftalk a ftately pace/ 
They jellous are of every fight they fee/ 
They ftrive to feeme, but never care to be/ 

Thes be the frewtes w"* Bewtyes bloomes do bring, 
Thes properties the faireft folke reteyne/ 
Not Dames alone/of men (likewife) I fing/ 
I never yet coulde woman fee more vayne 
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Then they (lykewyfe) their Bownties blaze have loft. 

And then good night ! they maie byd Courte adiew. 

Nay welcome (fkarce) unto the Coutrye Crewe/ 

For homely folke, who live by dayly deedes. 

Would fayne keepe corne from fuch vaine worthies weedes. 

The cooleft Soone can parche theire pleasant cheekes. 
The weakeft wynde can (hake theire braveft bloomes/ 
The myldeft froft theire fecrete (hadow feekes/ 
The foemanes fyft, or lighteft blowe that coomes/ 
Can make a cruft of all theire tender cromes/ 
The faynteft fever and the leaft difeafe 
Can turne to pale the redd that (moft) did pleafe/ 

What grudge and griefe o' Joyes may then fupprefs ? 
To fee owre heares, w*'** yellow were as golld. 
Now gray as giafle ? to feele and finde them lefle ? 
To fkrape the bald fkull, w*"** was woonte to holde 
Oure lovely locks, w*** curlyng ftycks controld ? 
To looke in giafle, and fpye S' wryncles chayre, 
Set faft on froonts, w^** erft were flycke & fayre ? 

What Joye to gaze with graceles hollowe eyes. 

Which lately lookt lyke fparks of flamyng fyre ? 

What comfort comes, when every body fpyes 

The tootheles mowth ! what dynt of vayne defire 

Can contrevayle y* coft, which yeares require 

To keepe oure teethe from roughe and rugged plight. 

Which late (like pearles) did (hew both faire & white ? 

Oure lyery necks muft needs to yellow change/ 
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Fewe wordes to make, wee fhall not thinke yt owres. 

Which (but erewhile) we did efteeme fomuch/ 

And all the blaze of Bewties braveft bowres 

Shall fall adowne, as thoughe there were none fuch. 

When Treweth (Tymes daughter) doth owr triall touch/ 

Then take the Glafle and wee (hall hardly knowe 

Owrefelves therein/ we fhalbe changed fo/ 

And yet all this (in tyme) will come to pafle/ 

Whiche tyme flyes faft, as I of late did finge/ 

Yf wee would then continew y* w"* was. 

But yf wee cannot, tyme (paft) backward bring. 

Stay tyme (in tyme), before away (hee flyng/ 

Then never hope that Bewtie can remayne: 

Yt came w*** tyme, and goeth withe tyme agayne/ 

Yea whyles yt bydes, yt is of fmale avayle/ 
For though yt pleafe owre appetytes awhyle, 
Yt dothe (liicewyfe) owre fences all aflaile. 
And all owre wytts dothe wylily beguyle/ 
Yt breeds repentance, though yt feeme to fmyle, 
Yt muffleth up owr mynds w*'** (els) might fee 
Such works of worthe as profitable bee/ 

Yt hangethe faft (like fetters) on owre feete 
Whiche (els) might treade fome tracke of better treade, 
Lyke loompes of lyme owr wings therw*** doe meete/ 
Whereby owr myndes fo vyle and vayne are made. 
That from the fame we (hrug unto the (hade/ 
And drewping fitt like hawkes furcharged w*** bells. 
Which proyne themfelves, and can do nothing ells./ 

Yt coomes by kynde, yet is it kepte withe care : 
Wee bowght yt cheape, and fell yt all to deare/ 
Yt turnes our Joy right foone to fory fare/ 
Yt makes the bolde to blulh/ the ftowt to feare/ 
Yt is a choyce that quickly changeth cheare 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



Thefeconde Songe. 281 

And feldome brings (at coomyng) fuch content, 
As it procures (at parting) deepe repent./ 

A frendly foe, whiche fhcwes a flattering face/ 

A ftelithe of tyme, w*^** were more worth then gold/ 

A reftles worme, tormenting myndes apace/ 

A proofe of payne and pafHons many fold/ 

A caufe of ftrife muche more then can be tolde/ 

A heate which heapes (for luftie love) great hate/ 

Thes be the ftaies of Bewties brave eftate./ 

How muche were better (then) to decke the mynde. 
And make that fayre whofe light might alwaies laft ? 
Etemall fame to wyfdome is aflignd. 
And modefty dothe purchafe praife as faft/ 
It hathe bene feene in many yeares now paft, 
That greater glorye gatt fome fory grace 
Then Abfolon for all his lovely face./ 

And yet my meaning is not to condempne 

The gallant glofle, which nature lendeth us/ 

Ne dare my Mufe dame Bewties blaze condempne/ 

I cam not now fuch queftions to difcufle, 

But marke my wordes, and underftande me this : 

Dame Bewtie dreft w*** garments made of grace 

Deferves fuch fame, as Tyme cannot deface. 

If Dames demaund, howe they the fame might deeme, 
I anfwere thus : the fayre which is content 
Withe natures gyftes/ and neither dothe efteeme 
Ytfelfe to muche, nor is to lightnes bent. 
Nor woulde be loved but with a true content, 
And drives in goodnes likewife to excell, 
I fay thatt Bewtie beares awaie the bell./ 

And fuche a Bewtie will fo well become 
Such modeft myndes that bothe fliall fhew y* better/ 
For vertue feemes the gallanter to foome, 
II. o o 
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When Bewties bcames full fcemly have befett her 
Bewtie and Bowtie begine w*** a letter/ 
The firft is good, the fecond lacks no grace. 
Where bothe concurre, tha* body is not bafe./ 

But take the firft aloone and by it felfe. 

And tell me then, how (beft) I might it call ? 

A ftately Toye/ a preciows peece of pellfe/ 

A gorgeous gong/ a worthies painted wall/ 

A flower full frerfie, yet redye ftyll to fall, 

A fore unfeene/ a fweete entyfing Sowre, 

A pearle fcarce worthe the pryce/ worfe worth y* powre/ 

And now (deare dames) what faye yo" to my mufe ? 

How like you Reafon in her foremoft ranke ? 

My gracious Queene (I truft) will not refufe 

To weighe my wordes, and then to coone me thanke. 

Yt feemes to mee the fame in her fo fanke, 

That Shee hathe layde her mighty mace afide. 

And ftrookes my heade/ and byddeth God me guyde. 

For Shee is wife, and can full well confider 
The everie Beft male quickly be abufed/ 
Ufe and Abufe are lynked fo together. 
That good for badd is many tymes accufed. 
Yea thoughe the good might gracioufly be ufed. 
Yet everie lyfe beares w"* hym his dyfefe. 
And none fo perfed every mynde to pleafe./ 

Well/ fince my Mufe hathe quite her felfe fo well. 

And fatisfied (w* Reafon) everie Dame, 

I will adreflc my tongue lykewife to tell 

An other griefe owt of another game : 

I meane to write of mightie Strength by name, 

And thoughe yt feeme but feldome reprehended, 

Yet will I fliewe, wherein it maie be mended./ 
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Of Strength (q"" one) : naye, Gafcoigne, the go trudge/ 
Thy mufe is madde fuche theames to take in hande/ 
For thoughe her penns appeafed thefe ladies grudge. 
Yet Menn be Menn/ beware of fuche a bande/ 
Well (Mafter Menn) when you my woords have fkande. 
You will confefle how griefe of joye is founde 
In ftrongeft wightes, that go upon y* grounde. 

And for youre threatts I fett but light thereby, 
Yf Dames ones deigne my Reafons to allowe. 
Say what you lift/ and what (thereof) pafle I ? 
I honor them, I tell you playnely nowe. 
As for youre bragges my mufe fhall never bowe/ 
I have ben ftronge (my felfe) and yet my force 
Hathe ben one caufe w*** much confumed my corps./ 

My lovely ladyes (you whofe names I pas), 
Forgive my guylt/ you come fo thicke I feare, 
I coulde not compte all faire/ you rane fo faft, 
A payre of Pagetts I remember there. 
And many mo whofe bewtie brute dothe heare. 
Well, thoughe my fylence feemde to do you wronge. 
Forgive mee (good) and marke my nexter fonge./ 

Finis, 

TAM MARTI QUAM MERCURIC. 
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C{ie faults of force $ atengt{)« 

YTT hathe byn fayd long fynce (now) many a day. 
And wilbe faid, when I am deade and rott : 
Come one to one, and that makes prety playe/ 
But two to one can be no equall lott/ 
For why the latten proverbe faith, you wott : 
Sit qui/qzjimilis inter JuoSy 
Ne Hercules enim contra duos./ 

Then how fhall I my filly felfe defende, 

Whiche take in hande this weary woorke to write ? 

You fawe (erwhylle) how womankynd did bende 

Yt felfe againft my muze w*** mayne and might/ 

You fawe how faft they flocked for to fight, 

Becaufe I faid y' Bewty breedeth griefe. 

Which is (thinke they) of all oure joyes the cheefe. 

And now beholde, how men (yea men of might) 

Prepare likewife to heare my mufe adowne, 

Becaufe yt dares prefume for to endight 

That might (whiche weares of manhood ftyll y* crowne) 

Shoulde lubjed bee to fortunes greevous frowne. 

Or for I dare avowe that force and ftrengthe 

Begynne w^ Joy, and ende w*^ griefe at lengthe. 
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Yea, Hafelwood: for Men are Men indeede/ 
But fhall I faie ? this one thinge learne of mee : 
Soome doughty Dames (beleeve yt as youre creede) 
Can be as ftowte as many men can be/ 
Nay ftowter oft, as men by proofe maye fee/ 
By Jyfle, I woulde the ftowteft man yt wyft/ 
They mayfter all, let us faie what wee lyft. 

And why fhould I (then) feare to tell a truthe. 
Who have the mayfter of the fielde my frende ? 
I never fhroonke to (hake up lufty youthe. 
And youthe is he whiche ftrengthe to man muft lend/ 
No, no, I vowe, though all y' worlde fhould bend 
Their angry browes to blott my verfe w^ blame, 
Playne trewthe is that whiche never yet had fhame./ 

And that fame treuth dothe bydd me to demaunde, 

Wherefore it is that men doe boaft fo much 

Of ftrengthe and force ? although they might comaund 

The woorlde thereby to geve them knee a cruch/ 

Alas, alas, who tryes them by the tuch. 

Shall fynd that when their might p'^vayleth mofte. 

Yet rewle they not them felves for all their boaft./ 

And howe ftiould he (then) governe other men. 
Who cannot reigne his owne unrewly wyll ? 
So falles the horfe which never feares the fene. 
But neyes and brayes, and rooneth hedlong ftyll, 
Untyll at laft hym felfe in myre hee fwyll/ 
And fo fall men whiche trufte unto their ftrength 
In dangers deepe : in deathe it felfe at lengthe/. 

The mighty bones but heave the hearte to highe/ 
The harte ons up, the mynde can be but madde/ 
And madde mens myndes by force from reafon fly, 
Ne fownde advice nor councell can be had. 
But leave the good and leane unto the badd. 
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This griefe (withe mo) the joyfull force muft fynd. 
To countercheck a prowde tryumphyng mynde./ 

Withe blades embrewed they woorke theire will fometyme, 

Whiche buye that bloode w*"* doompes of deepe repent/ 

For choller cannot cover wylfull crimes/ 

Yet roomes forthright where witles will is bent/ 

But when fuch will by wifer wytts is fhent/ 

Att leyfure then yt maye confefle withe mee. 

Were better weake then fo (to) ftronge to be. 

For ftrongeft wightes attempt the greateft thinges. 
And greateft things breede deepeft danger ftyll/ 
And deepeft dangers be the very fpringes. 
Where deathe dothe lurke to woorke his crewell wyll^ 
So that owre ftronge men hoppe againft the hyll,/ 
Whiche hope (by force) from deathe away to gett. 
When force (indeed) doth drive them to his nett./ 

I have bene ftronge (I thanke my God therefore) 
And did therein rejoyce as moft men dyd/ 
I lept, I rane, I toylde and travailde foore. 
My might and mayne didd covett to be kidd/ 
But lo : beholde : my mery daies amydd 
One heady deede my haughty harte did breake. 
And fince (fiill oft) I wiflit I had bene weake./ 

Abundaunce breedes the Sooreyn of excefle. 

And of excefle youe knowe that vice enfewes/ 

Soe that Mens force were better to be lefle. 

Then by fuche force theire bodies to abufe,/ 

I am (my felfe) to gyllty to accufe/ 

But fure the force or marow and of might 

Dothe caufe oure fleflie (oft) fett oure fowles but light/ 

The weakling hee fttts buzzing at his booke^ 
Or keepes full clofe, and loves to ly ve in quyett. 
For lacke of force hee warely dothe looke 
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In every difhe whiche may dyfturbe his dyett/ 
Hce neythcr fights nor roonethe after riott./ 
But ftaies his fteppes by meane & meafure to. 
And longer lyves then many ftronge men do./ 

Mylo was ftronge, and few men ftronger founde. 
But many wyfer and muche more efteemdd. 
For every greate thing going on the grownde 
Is nott therefore the better alwaies deemd./ 
Thes Oliphants (in tyme paft) peereles feemd, 
Becaufe theire fturdy joyntes did feldome bowe. 
But fmaller beaftes can overcome them nowe./ 

And what greate good gott Milo by his ftrengthe, 
Although in games he gayned fomtymes a gawde ? 
A fmalle clefte oke gan holde hym faft at lengthe, 
Untyll w*"" beafts hee were bothe champt & chawed/ 
Yea Hercules, whofe might was never awed. 
By womans wyles (yet) weakely loft his lyfe/ 
Suche toyes (to tame the ftrongeft men) are ryfe. 

For fortune fightes not, as thes fencers doe, 

Withe equall blades or weapones of affife/ 

But markes her tyme, and takes her vantage to. 

And in awaite full waryly Shee lyes/ 

Yea, when Shee lyft, Shee can fuche blowes devife, 

As (unawares) doe give fome fodeyne patt. 

And overthrowe a Gyant w'** a gnatt./ 

Greate laboure doth deminifli greateft force. 

And darke dyfeafe decreafethe ftrength as faft/ 

When bothe thes fayle, the mightieft mafly corps 

Is dauted downe w*** Ages Axe at laft. 

So that when wighteft wraftlyng tricks be paft, 

Coomes crooked Eldd, and geues a felly trypp, 

Tyll from deathcs foote no ftowrdy ftrong can ikypp./ 
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But I am ftrong (faythe one of Mylos mates) 

Yea ftronge (fo ftrong) as never yet had peare 

Yes yes forfothe/ who fo the trewthe debates. 

Shall finde that who dothe moft furpafle his pheare, 

And of mankynd is ftrongeft deemed here. 

To many beafts inferior yet (halbe/ 

What glory then by all his force getts hee ? 

Ytt were a boaft muche meeter for thes bulls, 
Thes Beares, thes bores, and foch like boyftrows beafts/ 
For vertue keepes her clofett in owre fkuUes, 
And coomes but feldome in great noddyes nefts/ 
Shee leves greate loompes of fleftie for foUyes feafts/ 
And flirowdes her felfe full clofe within y* mynde, 
Yn bloode and bones Shee lyttle place dothe fynde./ 

A pondrows packe of to muche fleftie dothe clogge/ 

A nemble mynde, w*'"' (els) might leape full light./ 

Or at the leaft yt fetts the harte on gogg. 

And makes the body headlong rone owtright, 

Untill all vertue vaniftie owt of fight/ 

Trew tale is this : who trufts to cTyme by bones 

Shall feldome fitt aloft by lofty ones./ 

Then take wee heede, that (trufting to this ftay) 

The ftaflFe breake nott, and fo wee catche a fall/ 

For furcuydrie can drowne in deepe decaye 

The higheft harte that ever yet feemd tall. 

Oftymes men take in hande to tofle a ball. 

Which withe a bownde dothe lende the felves a blowe. 

And makes the lofty crowche and lye full lowe./ 
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Awake, on fleepe, att cafe, or bating breathe. 
Wee fteale (by fteppes) unto the gates of deathe ? 

Yf this be fo, the ftrengthe maye well delaye 
The daies of payment, but the debte remaynes. 
And crookednes oure creditor will ftay, 
Tyll att the lengthe he have his owne withe gaynes/ 
Yea fhall I faye? he will (for brokers paynes) 
Make might and mayne paye feblenes & fayle. 
Yea lyfe at laft, when quycke & queaving quayle./ 

For as the tree that ftraighte & talleft growes 
Is fooneft fought, and felde to buylde the bowre, 
So ftrongeft wyghtes doe gett the greateft blowes, 
And fooneft learne repentaunce of theire power/ 
All thinges on earthe muft learne to knowe one howre/ 
(I meane one ende) but fome come fooner to yt, 
And fome delaye, though yet at laft they do yt./ 

At laft they dve who thought longe tyme to lyve. 
At laft they fade, whiche (eemed freftie and fayre. 
At laft they yeelde, w** withe their ftrengthe did ftrive/ 
And downe they fall owt of theire ftately chayre 
They muft defcende (but by unequall ftayre) 
For he that clombe as foft as fnayles can flyde. 
Comes headlong downe, and maye no longer byde. 

Manes mynde except, I fee no fure accoupt, 
(Nor all mennes mynds I recken in this ranke) 
Whiche male prefume in height of Joyes to mout/ 
For all things els maye quickly breake theire banks/ 
They take muche paynes, and yet deferve fmall thanke/ 
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When Icaft (hall lacke, as muchc as moft would fynde/ 
The beft or worft bydes ever ftyll behynde/ 
Then lett the ftrongeft (ere his force lie paft) 
Remember ftyll but Miloes end at laft,/ 

And let hym thynke that right againft hym ftand 

Bothe Age and deathe withe weapons ready bent/ 

For Age before comes leading on her hande 

All thowfand fores w*'** deathe to her hathe lent/ 

And deathe hymfelfe (when all thofe fpeares are fpent) 

Comes creeping on alonely withe a darte. 

And therewith ftryckes the ftrongeft ftriving harte. 

Yea in meane while volupteows toyes do fight 
Withe ftaves as ftrong as age or death almoft. 
And though they beare not weapons in o' fight. 
But floriftie fayre and make a gallant boaft. 
Yet when owr ftrength dothe truft upon them moft. 
And leaft regardes to fend yt felfe therefro. 
They tume owre Joyes into a worlde of wo./ 

To glorye then in thinges fo lyttle worthe 

Ys (peacocklyke) to pnnke in ftrangers plumes, 

Synce all the force that nature bringeth forthe 

Ys not owre owne, (for all owre freakes and fumes) 

Yt coomes withe tyme, and eke withe tyme confumes/ 

And he (in tyme) w*** dyd the fame us lende. 

At all tymes woulde yt ftioulde for his be kende./ 

Well, make an ende, and marke what erft I fayed 
Of yowthe and Bewtye, eche in thcire degree ; 
The fame might here in order well be layd. 
To prove howe frayle the freutes of forces bee/ 
For where thyngs lyke (in every poynt) wee fee. 
There lyke (lykewife) the fequell and eflfcift 
Muft followe ncedes in every right refpeft. 
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And for advyfc I faye no more but foe. 
Who boftethe moft of body ftyfFe and ftrong. 
Let hym foorefee that in his mynde eke growe 
A manly thought to marche the reft among, 
For (lett me crave a pardon for my fong) 
A cowards harte is never playner fpyed. 
Then when it dothe in ftrongeft bones abyde./ 

This verfc I venter, thoughe I herde one vaunt. 
As men were Gyants and woulde heare no gcft/ 
But yet, you fee, his threatnyngs could not dant 
My manly Muze nor make my penn to reft/ 
My felfe am bygg, and therefore thought I beft 
To fliowe fbme lofty cowrage in my writt. 
Ells fome might fay my bowles my felfe dyd hytt 

Be as he maye, the matter is not greate ; 

A glancyng blowe can make no greevous wounde ; 

But let me yett this fentence ones repeate, 

Inconftaunt Joyes withowte grief are not fownde : 

Yf that be foe, was never force fo fownde. 

But fodeyne chance coulde chopp yt quytt in fonder ? 

Yf ftryfe breake ftrengthe then, who can coupt yt wonder ? 

Now he that loves mee, let hym give me drinke ; 

I am fb dry that I can fing no more. 

And in the cupp I will my felfe bethinke. 

What force and ftrengthe are fureft evermore/ 

I have yt, 1/ lett fyng yt owt therefore/ 

The harts and love of people more & lefle 

Arc powre (sans peere), who fo the fame pofefle./ 
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The love longe fynce of all bothe highe and lowe, 
And holdes them ftyll, and wyll not let them go. 

Thus whyle I dranke, I lyfte the cupp fo highe. 

That in the bottome fawe I wrytten fayre : 

Gafcoigne, thi Muze is taken with a lye, 

Synce force of love no fortune can empayre, 

And fince thy Queene dothe fitt in Trew loves chayre/ 

No force : I coupt yt neyther Synne nor (hame 

To lye (alight) for love of fuche a Dame./ 

Finis. 

TAM MARTI QUAM MERCURIO. 



Cl)e t)anitte0 of aftit)ltpe0« 

ONES in my lyfe I faw a Bakers boye 
Whiche went unto his Matters Fagott reeke, 
(Beare with me, Queene, for telling fuche a toye) 
Some tticks (by lyke) for Matters fyre to feeke ; 
One ftycke he cutt, another fticke he brecke, 
Some long, fome fhorte, fome grcate, he tooke, fome fmall, 
Tyll on his hedd the reeke fell downe and all. 
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My Boye (q** he) who badd the be fo bolde 
As for to plucke an olde howTe on thy hedd ? 
Thou ftiowldeft forefee that fagott flicks do hold 
Together fafl, and feldome lift to fhedcL/ 
Thow mighteft have chanft to bring a foole to bed 
By jefting fo withe fuche well jovned geare. 
Touch one, ftyrr all : they lye (o clofe yfeare./ 

But fince it was in fervice of my felfe. 

And fince thou foughteft but fewell for my fyre, 

Beftirr thee now, packe up agdne this pelfe/ 

None other penaunce I of thee requyre/ 

The Boye was. blythe, and had his deepe defire, 

For fo his Matter laught and were well pleafed. 

This harme (thought he) was quyckly to be eafed./ 

So (peereles prynce) my felfe maye be the Boye 
Whiche fought for ftyckes amydd youre fagott reeke/ 
I thought to proyne fome griefe from everie Joye, 
And for the lame I curioufly dyd feeke/ 
But whiles at large unpercially I fpeeke. 
Behold your Cowrte comes headlong on a heape. 
And on my Muze withe might and mayne they leape/ 

Indeede I ihoulde have marked in my mynde. 

That vertues marche in mydeft betweene extreames/ 

And harde yt were the fall of faults to fynde 

Withowt fome (hake to fortunes better beames. 

But laugh (good Queene) and (by thofe gliftering gleames 

Of your bright eies) I vowe to fing fo long, 

Tyll all youre cowrte be pleafed withe my fong./ 
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Forgive me (Queene) and I will worke amayne, 
Tyll fancies fagotts piled be agayne./ 

Thus much I fyng, becaufe my playnefbng note 
Muft yett be herd much lowder then before. 
And I muft cleare my hoarce unpleafant throate. 
To make yow view fome vanities yet moore/ 
I muft be bolde (thoughe rudely) for to roore, 
That in all adive quallityes wee ufe. 
Some griefe unfeene the imootheft Joye enfewes./ 

Now as the Captayne (w** at one fyeld fought 

Hath happely ones gott the upper hande) 

Wyll at the next conflift conduft in doubt, 

Leaft fortvne turne and overthrow his band. 

Even fo my Muze dothe dread to come on fande. 

Although Shee ones have fayled by the fame ; 

Tydes turne, wynds wane, and grudge comes aff game. 

For now my woords waxe generall and large : 
So large as leave no pleafure free from payne/ 
A harde attempt and yett an eafie charge, 
To prove a trewth, whereas the cafe is playne/ 
And yf my Queene free hearing do me deigne, 
I hoope her felfe will fbone confefle withe me. 
That griefe maie growe in all the joyes that be. 

I graunt yong mynds maye vowthfully delight 
Yn fondrie fortes of exercyfe and fporte/ 
I graunt the meane to heale a heavy fpright 
Ys myrthe and glee, where jolly guefts refort, 
I graunt that paftyme ys the lowly porte. 
Wherein mans mynde maie Ihrowd yt felfe full oft, 
Whyle crewell cares beftowe theire blafts alloft./ 

But as the Bell can hardly holde the hawke 
From foaring fometymes, when Shee lift to gadd. 
Even fo the mynde (whiche woontedly dothe walke 
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In fancies fields^ moft lyke a lufty ladd) 
Can feldome be fo bridled from the badd. 
But that delight maie drawe one foote to farre, 
Whils vayne excefle the mery meane dothe marre./ 

To prove this trew> who fliall the game begynnc ? 

Muft muficke firft bewraye her vayne delight ? MuBcke. 

And muft (he faye that, as the fowlers gynne 

Doth lye full clofe in depthe of dangers dight. 

Whiles yet his pype dothe playe in pleafaunt plight. 

Even foe her fweete confents beguyle fometymes 

The higheft harte in harmonye that clymes ? 

Alas, alas, who fooner doth deceave 
Then do the Cirenes w*^ their fugred fonges ? 
Of all the wooes that wanton worldlyngs weave, 
I finde not one more thrall to guylefuU thronges 
Then is the moane to Muficke that belongs ; 
Since mellyftie mowthes can worft away w^ gall. 
As higheft clymes are moft afearde to fall. 

Yndeede fuche dynne appeafeth angry mynds. 
And Melancholye ys removed thereby/ 
Somtymes remoued, fbmtymes encreafc yt fynds. 
When madnes leades the mowrnefulft moode awrye/ 
For Muficke waytes, and where yt can efpye 
Or moane or myrthe, yt dothe theire hewmore feede. 
And what they dreamt, yt makes them do yn deede./ 

Sett me afyde, and harke to holly Syres, 

Whofe dy verfe doomes maye ikarce difcuffe y* doubt, 

For Ambrofe firft the ufe thereof requires 
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Yt is a trewth and cannot be denyed, 

That Muficke ftyrres fome mynds to godly thought. 

Yt is as trew and hathe byn often tryed. 

That Muficke ftyrres moe mynds to be but nought/ 

Yt maie be founde, yf it be rightly fought. 

That Muficke makes mo mery myndes ftarke madd. 

Then fecrete prayer fufFerethe to be fadd./ 

The Serpent tickleth whome Ihe lift to fting/ 

The Surgeon ftroketh whome he meanes to ftrike/ 

The fowler whifleth whome he fayne would wryng/ 

The Polipus (with colling) drawes in dike 

The dazled wyghts whome ftie (to drowne) doth like/ 

And Mufycke mufHethe many men withe Joye, 

Whofe myrthes excefl!e turnes quickly to anoy,/ 

Amongft the vaynes of variable Joyes 

I muft confefle that Muficke pleafd me ones. 

But whiles I fearcht the femyquaver toyes. 

The glancing ftiarpes, the halfenotes for the nones, 

And all that ferves to grace owre gladfbme grones, 

I founde a flatt of follye owt of frame. 

Which made me graunt my Muficke was but lame. 

I meane I fownde that (vanilhed thereby) 
My wandring mynde fometyme forgott yt felfe. 
And reafon ranne his cowrce fo farre awrye 
That, ere I wyft, my wytts were fett on ftielfe. 
Of trothe my braynes fo full were of fuche pelfe. 
That fome reporte contynually did ryng 
Within myne eares, and made me feeme to finge. 

I coulde not reade, but I muft tune my words/ 

I coulde not fpeake, but as yt were by note/ 

I coulde not muze but that I thought fome byrds 

Within my breft did relleafe all by rote/ 

I coulde not praye but eare there paft my throte 
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Fy ve faithefull boones to God for my requeft/ 
I ibonge the Syxth, and quyte forgott the reft./ 

Laughe nott (fweete Queene) for I fhall not be found 
The onely man whiche (fleping in delight) 
Hathe alwdes dreamt on Mufickes filver fownde/ 
Some finge foe longe, tyll they bee madde owtright/ 
And thoughe the wife come feldome in fuche plight/ 
Yet Plato pleafd in Muficke (o to dreame. 
He thought yt helpt the rulyng of a realme. 

And wonderfuU it is that Neroes mynde. 

Which all the worlde (and more) coulde not fuffize, 

Was never feene fo playnely to be pynde. 

As Muficke fet the fame before owre eyes/ 

So greate a Kyng to dye in haftie wyfe 

Yt grecved hym nott : but that fo fweete a fynger 

Shoulde dye fo fone : that forrowe feemde a ftynger / 

And, lyke the Swanne, he foong before his deathe/ 

Whiche maie fuffife to prove the tyckell truft, 

That can be buy It upon our fading breathe/ 

Yt maye fuffife to fhewe thatt all oure luft 

At laft will leave us yn the depthe of duft/ 

Yt ferves to prove that no man fynges fo fweete, 

As can efchewe withe bytter deathe to meete/ 

Some fpende muche tyme in learning fweete confents 
On lute, on harpe, Cythron, and virginalls/ 
And fome take paynes withe wyndy Inftruments 
As Fyfes and flutes, cornetts and fuch like calles/ 
Of whome the laft to foUye more be Thralles/ 
The firft but ringe theire fyngers owt of frame. 
But thes make mowthes, and ihew a feemely fhame./ 

At everye fpowte, that ftands abowt a Towre, 
Men maye beholde fuch Gorgons in theire grace. 
When paynters pleafe to make a thing feeme fowre, 
II. 0.0^ 
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They portraye then the forme of fome fuche face ; 
And yet owre owne blynde judgements be fo bafe. 
Wee thinke that Joye to lende us fome reliefe, 
Whiche we beholde expreft and done w"* griefe, 

I dwell to longe in Mufickes copyeholde^ 
Dtncyng, FoF nowe the dawncers come and call for rome/ 

But had they bells, then might they be fo bolde 
To keepe the fyelde, and challenge all that come, 
Synce bells and babells are alike to (ome ; 
And fure I fee no neighbours any where, 
That were fo meete to lyve and dwell fo neare./ 

For dauce allone (I meane w'^'owt fome noyfe,) 
And that woulde feeme a very madd mans parte/ 
But inftruments or Mufycke of the voyce 
Doe cover many fuche fonde crymes by arte/ 
Soe that me thynks they beft maie make a marte/ 
Muficke yt felfe a mery madbraynd toy, 
And dancyng fure a madder kynde of Joye./ 

What ftioulde I coupt oure toflings and oure turnes, 
Owre fryiks, oure flyngs, and all owr motions made 
But fewell given unto the fyre whiche burnes 
Within owr brefts, whofe flame can never fade ? 
For when Dame nature yn mans mynde did wade, 
And (awe fonde fancye occupye the place. 
She fury fent to byd that Dame abafe. 

And thence proceede the moovings w*"^ we make. 
As forward, backward, lefte hande tume and right/ 
Upwards and downewards, tyll owre hartes do quake/ 
And laft of all (to (hew owre felves owtright) 
A turne on toe muft grace owre giddy fpright, 
Untyll fometymes we ftoomble in the fame. 
And fall downeright to geve the gazers game./ 
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Dancyng delights are like a whyrlyng wheele. 
Which turnethe mylls or fuche lyke frames abowt/ 
Yt takes no reft, as they doe reftles reele/ 
Yt weares it felfe, as they doe owt of doubt/ 
And (yf my Mufe be bolld to tell trewth mought) 
Thes tryppers ftrive to throwe theire braynes awaye. 
As wheeles voyde water to the Dames decaye./ 

Butt dyd yt hurte theire owne myndes and no moe/ 

The lofle were light and eafie to be borne/ 

The gazers eyes are ofte myfguyded foe. 

And makes a hornepype to begett a home/ 

The mery night begetts a madder morne/ 

For he that (over night) did (fyngle) trace. 

Can (fhortely after) dance a dooble pace./ 

The nutrones myndc leaves of her coomly looke, 
The mayde muft mynce and ftrive to ftreyne her feete. 
The bryde her felfe forgetts her marriage booke. 
And learnes that daye fome leflbns muche unmeete/ 
She learnes fometymes to dance and turne in ftreete. 
When her brydgroome had rather have her home. 
For bett nor worfe Ihe Ihoulde (from hym) fo rome. 

Were I commaunded to defyne in fewe 
What dancyng is, and what confyfts therein, 
I (hould be bolde my logycke thus to fhew/ 
Dancyng is, firft, a porfuy vant for Synne, 
To tempt the beft that ever yet hathe bene/ 
A clenly clooke to cover (often tymes) 
The flye pretence of many fubtyle crymes,/ 

Yn dance the hande hathe libertye to touche. 

The eye to gaze, the arme for to embrace, 

Whiche (otherwhere) might gyve greate caufe of gruch/ 

The excercyfe accquytts a bluHiing face. 

And lends muche leave w*** much more tyme & place/ 
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The darkfome nyght, (harpe enemyc to fhame^ 
By candles light betray ethe many a dame./ 

But wherefore ftand I thus upon the text ? 
Who fo can dance, as Scipio feemd to doe. 
Not wantonly, nor as his witts were vext. 
Nor mynfing fyne, like fuch as meane to woe. 
But withe fuche grace as love and malyce to 
Might bothe comend, and be afeard to blame, 
I faie dance fo, and dance in Chrift his name./ 

But every Byrde hathe not an Eagles eye. 
Nor all y' clyme the Martren maie enfew/ 
My Queene (I graunt) dothe every vice defye. 
Her Dames lykewyfe offences do efchewe/ 
Theire dancyng bydds all idle thoughts adieu./ 
. I ment not them/ I meane but fuch as feeke 
To breake my backe w*** fancies fagott reeke./ 

Leaping, And fyncc I muft leape lightly and away, 

v^SJ^g, Before the force of all thefe fagotts fall, 

*^c- Amongft the leapers let me take my waye, 

And fee whatt faults I fynde amongft them all* 
Beleve me (Queene), what ever me befall/ 
I will tell trewth the devyll hymfelfe to fhame, 
Although therby I feeme to purchafe blame./ 

I wyll not fpare to fpeake as Petrark fpake, 
Who fayd that leapers (leape they never fo well) 
Cannot withe Squyrells full compare (yett) make/ 
Nor he whofe rooiiying alwaie wynes the bell/ 
Shall therein feeme a hare (yett) to excell/ 
Nor he that vaults or gambolds beft in fhape. 
Can coome abowt (yet) nymbly lyke an Ape./ 

A lambe can leape full lightly in his yowthe. 
Which afterwards proves heavie heelde and flowe. 
For loompy(he age the lighteft lyines enfewth,/ 
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And (at an ynche) dothe followe where they goe./ 
Then he that roones fo faft, or leapeth fo. 
Where wyll he light but in the lappe of death ? 
And (ftreynyng force) he feemes to fhorten breath./ 

For yf we coupt thofe pleafures worthy price, 
Whiche (in themfelves) do purchafe privy payne. 
Then might we prayfe (as well) bothe cards and dyfe, 
Whiche lyve by lofle, and few (god knowes) y* gayne/ 
Thexample not unlyke : for bothe be vayne. 
That one playes pownds, and lacketh pence at length, 
That other ftreynes, and ftyll decreafethe ftrength. 

To fee fome one fitt fcratching of his hedde 

(Yea teare his bearde fometymes), when he hathe loft. 

Another chafing, tyll his cheekes be redd. 

And bothe waxe warme to contervayle theire coft/ 

To fee the cardes and dyfe abowt howfe toft/ 

Tyll anger vex bothe father, kyne, and brother : 

Ys it not madnes ? Sure, it is none other./ 

But lacke of other ady ve quallyties 

Ys caufe that this fhoulde be in place profeft/ 

Then lett my Muie beftyrre her to devyfe 

The beft that be, and lett thes others reft/ 

Wraftlyng is thought meete for a martial! gueft, wriftiyng. 

And therefore feemes defended from the blames. 

Which grow w*** griefe in other Joyful! games./ 

Yett hee thatt marks what I have fayed before 
Of leaping, rooning, vaultyng, and fuche lyke. 
The fame of this mde well be fayed and more. 
For here of two that one muft lye in dyke/ 
And yf therewithe he doe his fall dyflyke. 
From wraftlyng trycks they fall to warlyke blowes, 
Suche earneft oft in deepeft dalliaunce growes. 
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Rydinge. But ryding IS of nobles muche defired. 

And what can be brought in agaynft the fame ? 
Alas, alas, my Muze muft needes be tyred 
To recken griefe in every kynde of game/ 
But truft me (Queene), I am not yet fo lame. 
But that I can in ryding finde fome fault. 
As earft I dyd in them which leape and vault/ 

For fett afyde the danger of a fall, 

(Which fo maye chance that woulde wee ride or no 

Agaynft owre wylles, at laft wee muft or ftiall. 

When withe a broken legg wee cannot goe) 

I can rehearce yett many myfchieves mo 

And fundry greeves, thatt &c. &c. 

Left vnperfeSi for feare of Horfmen. 

TAM MARTI QUAM MERCURIO. 
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Poems from 

T'he Noble Art of Venerie 

or Hunting^"^ 

1575- 

George Gafcoigne^ in the commen- 

dation of the noble Arte 
of Venerie.* 

|S God himfelfe declares, the life of man was lent, 
Bicaufe it fhould (with feare of him) in gladfome wife be 
fpent. 
And Salomon doth fay, that all the reft is vaine, 
Vnleffe that myrth and merie cheere may follow toile and paine. 
If that be fo in deede, what booteth then to buylde 

* The eleven pieces now firft reprinted from the old copy appear, like the commenda- 
tory lines alfo given, to have been compofed by Gafcoigne. Each^ in the original, is 
Accorttipigxxit^ by a well-executed woodcut. In three of thefc, of the fize of the page, 
Oa/coi^ne (if I am not miftaken) is introduced preienting to the queen fome trophy oi 
the cbg/c. 
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High towers & halles of ftately port, to leaue an vnknown child ? 

Or wherefore hoord we heapes of coyne and worldly wealth. 
Whiles therwithall that caytif care comes creeping in by ftelth ? 

The needle neighbors grudge to fee the rychman thryue : 
Such malice worldly mucke doth breede in euery man alyue. 

Contention commes by coyne, and care doth contecke few. 
And fodeine death by care is caught, all this you know is true. 

Since death is then the end which all men feeke to flye, 
And yet are all men well aware that Man is borne to dye^ 

Why leade not men fuch Hues, in quiet comely wife. 
As might with honeft fport & game their worldly minds fuffife ? 

Amongft the reft that game which in this booke is taught. 
Doth ieeme to yeld as much content as may on earth be fought. 

And but my (imple Mufe both myrth and meane miftake. 
It is a meane of as much mirth as any fport can make. 

It occupies the mynde, which elfe might chaunce to mufe 
On mifchiefe, malice, filth and fraudes that mortall men do vfe. 

And as for exercife, it feemes to beare the bell. 
Since by the fame mens bodies be in health mainteyned well. 

It exercyfeth ftrength, it exercyfeth wit, 
And all the poars and fprites of Man are exercifde by it. 

It fhaketh oflF all flouth, it prefleth downe all pryde. 
It cheres the hart, it glads the eye, & through the ears doth glyde, 

I might at large exprefle how earely huntfmen ryfe, 
And leaue the fluggifh fleepe for fuch as leachers luft deuyfe. 

How true they tread their fteps in exercifes traine, 
Which friiking flings & lightbraind leaps may feeme always to ftaine, 

Howe appetite is bred (with health) in homely cates. 
While Surfet fits in vaine exceflfe, & Banquet breeds debates. 

How cries of well mouthd hounds do counteruaile the coft. 
Which many a man (beyond his reach) on inftruments hath loft. 

How fetting of Relayes may reprefent the fkyll. 
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Declares the valiant Romains deaths when might may do no more. 

How fight of fuch delights doth fcorne all common fhowes, 
Of Enterludes, of Tumblers tricks, of antikes, mocks, & mowes. 

And how the nimble Hare, by turning in hir courfe. 
Doth plainly proue that Pollicie fometimes furpafleth force. 

The Venibn not forgot, moft meete for Princes dyftie : 
All thefe with more could I rehearfe, as much as wit could wyftie. 

But let thefe few fuffice, it is a Noble /port 
To recreate the mindes of Men in good and godly fort. 

A f port for Noble peer es, a /port for gentle bloods ^ 
The paine I leaue for feruants fuch as beate the bulhie woods. 

To make their matters fport. Then let the Lords reioyce, 
Let gentlemen beholde the glee^ and take thereof the chqyce. 

For my part (being one) I mutt needes fay my minde. 
That Hunting was ordeyned firft for Men of Noble kinde. 

And vnto them, therefore, I recommend the fame, 
As exercife that beft becomes their worthy noble name. 

Tarn Marti quim Mercurio. 



The Preface pronounced by 
the Hart. 

AM the Harte, by Greekes furnamed fo, 
Bicaufe my heade doth with their tearmes agree ; 
For ftately ftiapc fewe fuch on earth do go, 
So that by right they haue fo termed mee. 
For Kings delight it feemes I was ordeyned, 
Whofe Huntfmen yet purfue me day by daye : 
In Foreft, chace, and Parke I am conftrayned 
Before their Houndes to wander many a way. 
Wherefore who lyft to learne the perfed trade 

II. R R 
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Of Venerie, and therewithal! would knowe 
What properties and vertues nature made 
In me, poore Hart, oh harmelefle Hart ! to growe. 
Let him giue eare to flcilfull Tryftrams lore. 
To Phoebus, Fowylloux, and many more. 




The Blazon pronounced by the 
Huntfman. 

AM the Huntc, whiche rathe and earely ryfe. 
My bottell filde with wine in any wife ; 
Twoo draughts I drinke to (lay my fteppes withall, 
For eche foote one, bicaufe I would not fall. 

Then take my Hownde in liam me behinde. 

The ftately Harte in fryth or fell to finde. 

And whiles I feeke his flotte where he hath fedde, 

The fweete byrdes fing to cheare my drowfie hedde. 

And when my Hounde doth ftreyne vpon good vent, 

I muft confefTe the fame dothe me content ; 

But when I haue my couerts walkt aboute, 

And harbred faft the Harte for commyng out. 

Then I retume to make a graue reporte 

Whereas I finde th' aflembly doth reforte ; 

And lowe I crouche before the Lordings all. 

Out of my Home the fewmets lette I fall. 

And other fignes and tokens do I tell, 

To make them hope the Harte may like them well. 

Then they commaunde that I the wine fhould tafte : 

So biddes mine Arte, and fo my throte I bafte. 

The dinner done, I go ftreightwayes agayne 
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Vnto my markcs, and ftiewe my Matter playne ; 
Then put my Hounde vpon the view to drawe 
And rowfe the Harte out of his layre by lawe, 
O gamfters all, a little by your leaue. 
Can you fuche ioyes in triflyng games conceaue ? 



Of the place where and howe an aflembly fhould be made 
in the prefence of a Prince or feme honorable perfon. 

JHo lift by me to leame Aflembly for to make 

For Keyfar, Kyng, or comely Queene, for Lord or 

Ladies fake ; 
Or where and in what fort it fhould prepared be, 
Marke well my wordes, and thanke me then, for thankes I craue in fee. 

The place fhould firft be pight on pleafant gladfome greene. 
Yet vnder fhade of ftately trees, where little funne is feene ; 

And neare fome fountaine fpring, whofe chryftall running ftreames 
May helpe to coole the parching heate ycaught by Fhcebus beames. 

The place appoynted thus, it neyther fhall be clad 
With Arras nor with Tapyftry, fuch paltrie were too bad ; 

Ne yet thofe bote perfumes, whereof proude Courtes do fmell. 
May once prefume in fuch a place or Paradife to dwell. 

Away with fayned frefh as broken boughes or leaues. 
Away, away with forced flowers, ygathred from their greaues : 

This place muft of it felfe aflForde fuch fweete delight. 
And eke fuch fhewe as better may content the greedie flght. 

Where fundry forts of hewes, which growe vpon the ground, 
May feeme, indeede, fuch Tapyftry as we by arte haue found. 

Where frefh and fragrant flowers may fkorne the courtiers coft. 
Which daubes himfelfe with Syuet, Mufke and many an oyntment loft ; 

Where fweeteft finging byrdes may make fuch melodye 
As Pan nor yet Apollos arte can founde fuch harmonye. 
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Where breath of wefterne windes may calmely yeld content. 
Where cafements neede not opened be, where ayre is neuer pent ; 

Where fliade may ferue for fliryne and yet the Sunne at hande. 
Where beautie neede not quake for colde, ne yet with Sunne be tande. 

In fine, and to conclude, where pleafure dwels at large. 
Which Princes feeke in Pallaces with payne and coftly charge. 

Then fuch a place once founde, the Butler firft appeares. 
He fliall be formoft doftor there, and ftande before his peares ; 

And with him fhall he bring (if company be great) 
Some wagons, cartes, fome Mules or iades, yladen till they fweate 

With many a medcine made for common queynt difeafes. 
As thirftie throates and typpling tongs, whome Bacchus pypt appeafes. 

Thefe little pinching pots, which Pothecaries vfe. 
Are all too fine ; fye, fye on fuch, they make men but to mufe. 

My Doftor brings his drugs to counterpoife all quarrels, 
In KUderkins and Fyrkins fiill, in Bottles and in Barrels ; 

And yet therein he brings (I would you wift it well) 
No rotten drammes, but noble wine, which makes mens hearts to fwell ; 

And downe he doth difmount, his things for to addrefle. 
His flagons in the fountaine faire are placed more and lefle. 

Or, if fuch fountaines favie, my Doftor hath the fkyll 
With fande and Campher for to coole his potions at his will* 

That done, he fpreades his cloth vpon the graflye banke. 
And fets to fhewe his deintie drinkes to winne his Princes thanke. 

Then comes the captaine-Cooke, with many a warlike wight. 
Which armor bring and weapons both, with hunger for to fight. 

Yea, fome alfo fet forth vpon a manly mynde 
To make fome meanes a quarrell with my Doftor for to fynde. 

For whiles colde loynes of Veale, colde Capon, Beefe and Goofe, 
With Pygeon pyes and Mutton colde, are fet on hunger loofe. 

And make the forlorne hope in doubt to fcape full hard ; 
Then come to giue a charge in flanke (elfe all the marte were marde) 

Firft, Neates tongs poudred well and Gambones of the Hogge, 
Then Saulfages and fauery knackes, to fet mens myndes on gogge : 

And whiles they fkyrmilh thus with fierce and furious fight. 
My Dodor clearkly turnes the Tappe and goeth beyond them quite ; 
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For when they be fo trapt, enclofed round about^ 
No boote preuayles but drinke like men, for that muft helpe them out. 

Then King or comely Queene, then Lorde and Lady, looke 
To fee which fide will beare the bell, the Butler or the Cooke. 

At laft the Cooke takes flight, but Butlers ftill abyde. 
And found their Drummes and make retreate with bottles by their fyde. 

Herewith to ftint all ftryfe the huntfmen come in haft : 
They lycence craue of King or Queene to fee their battell plaft ; 

Which graunted and obtaynde, they fet on fuch as lyue. 
And fiercely fight till both be forft all armour vp to giue. 

And home they go difpoylde, like fimple fakeleffe men ; 
No remedie but trudge apace, they haue no weapons then. 

The field thus fought and done, the huntfinen come agayne. 
Of whome fome one vpon his knee ftiall tell the Prince full playne 

This little leflbn here which followeth next in place ; 
Forgiue me, Queene, which am to bold to fpeak vnto yo' grace. 



MY Liege, forgiue the boldneflfe of your man. 
Which comes to fpeake, before your grace him call ; 
My Ikyll is fmall, yet muft I, as I can, 
Prefume to preach before thefe Barons all. 
And tell a tale which may fuch mynds appall 
As pafle their dayes in flouthfuU idlenefle. 
The fyrft foule nourfe to worldly wickednefle. 

Since golden time, my liege, doth neuer ftay, 
But fleeth ftill about with reftleflfe wyngs. 
Why doth your grace let time then fteale away. 
Which is more worth than all your worldly things ? 
Beleeue me, liege, beleeue me, Queenes and Kyngs, 
One only houre, once loft, yeldes more anoy 
Than twentie dayes can cure with myrth and ioy. 

And fince your grace determinde by decree 
To hunt this day and recreate your mynde. 
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Why fyt you thus and lofe the game and glee 
Which you might heare ? Why ringeth not the winde 
With homes and houndes, according to their kynde ? 
Why fyt you thus, my liege, and neuer call 
Our houndes nor vs to make you fport withall ? 

Perchance the fight, which fodenly you faw, 
Erewhyles betweene thefe ouerbragging bluddes, 
Amafde your mynde, and for a whyle did draw 
Your noole eyes to fettle on fuch fuddes ? 
But, peerelefTe Prince, the moyfture of fuch muddes 
Is much too groffe and homely for your grace : 
Behold them not, their pleafures be but bafe. 

Behold vs here, your true and truftie men. 

Your huntes, your hyndes, your fwaynes at all aflayes, 

Which ouerthrow them, (being three to tenne,) 

And now are prcft with bloudhounds and relayes. 

With houndes of crye and houndes well worthy prayfe. 

To rowze, to runne, to hunt and hale to death 

As great a Hart as euer yet bare breath. 

This may be feene, (a Princes fport in deede) 
And this your grace ihall fee when pleafeth you ; 
So that voutfafe, O noble Queene, with fpeede 
To mount on horfe, that others may enfue, 
Untill this Hart be rowzde and brought to view. 
Then if you finde that I haue (poke amyflc, 
Correft me, Queene : till then, forgiue me this. 
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The report of a Huntefman vpon the fight of 
an Hart in pride of greace. 

JEFORE the Queene I come, report to make : 
Then hufli and peace for noble Try ft rams fake ! 
From out my hornc my fewmets fyrft I drawe, 

And them prefent on leaues by hunters lawe. 

And thus I fay : my liege, behold and fee 
An Hart of tenne, I hope he harbord bee ; 
For if you marke his fewmets euery poynt, 
You (hall them finde long, round and well annoyt, 
Knottie and great, withouten prickes or eares : 
The moyftneflc (hewes what venyfone he beares. 

Then if my Prince demaund what head he beare, 

I anfwere thus with fober words and cheare : 

My liege I went this morning on my queft. 

My hound did fticke and feemde to vent fome beaft. 

I held him ihort, and drawing after him, 

I might behold the Hart was feeding trym : 

His head was high and large in each degree. 

Well palmed eke, and feemd full found to be : 

Of colour brounc, he beareth eight and tenne ; 

Of ftately height and long he feemed then. 

His beame feemd great, in good proportion led. 
Well burrde and round, well pearled neare his head ; 
He feemed fayre tweene blacke and berrie brounde. 
He feemes well fed by all the fignes I found ; 
For when I had well marked him with eye, 
I ftept afide to watch where he would lye ; 
And when I fo had wayted full an houre 
That he might be at layre and in his boure, 
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I caft about to harbour him full fure : 

My hound by fent did me thereof aflure. 

Entring the thicke, thefe fewmets did I fpy, 

Which I tooke vp, and layd my markes thereby. 

In priuie pathes I walkt, and, creeping throw, 

I found the Slot of other Harts ynow ; 

Both yong and olde I founde of euery fyfe, 

But as for him, I hope that ftill he lyes ; 

So that your grace (by likely hoode) may him finde, 

He harbord is according to my mynde. 

Then if fhe afke what Slot or view I found, 

I fay the Slot or view was long on ground. 

The toes were great, the ioyntbones round and fhort. 

The fhinne bones large, the dewclawes clofe in port ; 

Short ioynted was he, hollow-footed eke. 

An Hart to hunt as any man can feeke. 



The wofull wordes of the Hart to the Hunter* 

INCE I in deepeft dread do yelde my felfc to Man, 
And ftand full ftill betwene his legs, which carft full 
wildly ran. 
Since I to him appeale, when hounds purfue me fore. 
As who fhouJd fay : Now fane fne, man, for elje I may no more. 

Why doft thou then, 6 Man ! o Hunter ! me purfue 
With cry of hounds, with blaft of home, with hallow and with hue ? 
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All other men to hunte me eke ? O wicked wylie witte. 

Thou here haft fet to fliew within this bufie booke 
A looking GlafTe of leflbns lewde wherein all Huntes may looke ; 

And fo whyles world doth laft, they may be taught to bryng 
The harmelefle Hart vnto his bane with many a wilye thing. 

Is it bycaufe thy mynde doth feeke thereby fome gaynes ? 
Canft thou in death take fuche delight ? breedes plealure fo in paynes? 

Oh cruell, be content to take in worth my teares, 
Which growe to gumme, and fall from me : content thee with my 
heares! 

Content thee with my homes, which euery yeare I mew. 
Since all thefe three make medicines fome ficknefle to efchew. 

My teares, congeald to gumme, by peeces from me fall. 
And thee preferue from Peftilence in Pomander or Ball. 

Such wholefome teares fliedde I when thou purfeweft me fo : 
Thou, not content, doeft feeke my death and then thou getft no moe. 

My heare is medicine, burnt, all venemous wormes to kill. 
The Snake hirfelfe will yeeld thereto, fuch was my makers will. 

My homes, whiche aye renew, as many medicines make 
As there be Troches on their Toppes, and all, Mariy for thy fake. 

As firft they heale the head from tuming of the brayne, 
A dramme thereof in powder drunke doth quickly eafe the payne ; 

They fkinne a kybed heele, they fret an anguayle off, 
Lo 1 thus I fldppe from toppe to toe, yet neyther fcorne nor fkofFe. 

They comfort Feeuers faynte and lingryng long difeafe ; 
Diftilld when they be tender buddes, they fundry greeues appeafe; 

They mayfter and corred both humours hote and colde 
Which ftriue to conquere bloud, and brecde difeafes manyfold. 

They bryng downe womens termes, and ftoppe them to for neede ; 
They keepe the meane tweene both extreemes and feme bothe turnes 
in deed ; 

They cleare the dinmiie fight, they kill both webbe and pinne. 
They foone reftore the milt or fpleene, which putrifies within. 

They eafe an akyng Tooth, they breake the rumblyng winde 
Which grypes the wombe with colliques panges, fuch is their noble 
kinde ; 

II. s s 
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They quenche the ikaldyng fire, which Ikorched with his heate, 
And fkinne the fkalt full cleane agayne, and heale it trimme and neate. 

They poyfon do expell from Keyjar^ King^ or ^ueene. 
When it by chaunce or deepe deceypt is fwallowed vp vnfeenc. 

But wherefore fpend I time in vayne at large to prayfe 
The vertues of my harmelefle homes, which heape my harme alwayes? 

And yet fuch homes, fuch heare, fuch teares as I haue tolde, 
I mew and caft for mans auayle, more worth to him than golde. 

But he, to quy te the fame, {6 Murdring Man therewhyUs !) 
Purfewes me ftill and trappes me ofte with fundrie fiiares and guyles. 

Alas, lo, now I feele colde feare within my bones, 
Whiche hangs hyr winges vpon my heeles, to haften for the nones 

My fwifteft darting fteppes, methinkes ftie biddes me byde 
In thickeft Tuftes of couerts clofe, and fo my felfe to hyde. 

Ah rewfuU remedie ! fo ihall I, as it were, 
Euen teare my lyfe out of the teeth of houndes whiche make me feare. 

And from thofe cruell curres and brayneficke hauling Tikes, 
Which vowe foote-hote to followc me bothe ouer hedge and dykes. 

Me thinkes I heare the Home, whiche rendes the reftlefle ayre 
With (hrylleft founde of bloudie blaft, and makes me to deipayre ; 

Me thinkes I fee the Toyle, the tanglings and the ftall. 
Which are prepared and fet full fure to compafle me withall : 

Me thinkes the Fofter ftandes full clofe in bufhe or Tree, 
And takes his leuell ftreyght and true, me thinkes he fhootes at me. 

And hittes the harmelefle harte of me vnhappie Harte, 
Which muft needes pleafe him by my death, I may it not aftarte. 

Alas and well away ! me thinkes I fee the hunte 
Which takes the meafure of my Slottes where I to treadc was wont ; 

Bycaufe I fliall not mifle at laft to pleafe his minde, 
Alas, I fee him where he feekes my lateft layre to finde. 

He takes my fewmets vp and puts them in his home ; 
Alas, me thinkes, he leapes for ioye and laugheth me to fcome. 

Harke, harke, alas ! giue eare. This geare goeth welly fayeth he, 
This Harte beares deyntie venifon in Princes difhe to be. 

Lo ! now he blowes his home euen at the kennell dore, 
Alas, alas, he blowes a feeke ; alas, yet blowes he more : 
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He ieopardes and rechates : alas, he blowes the Fall, 
And fbundes that deadly dolefuU Note, whiche I mufte die withall. 

What (hould the cruell meane ? perhappes he hopes to finde 
As many medicines me within to fatisfie his minde. 

May-be, he feekes to haue my Sewet for himfelfe, 
Whiche fooner heales a merrygald then Pothecaries pelfe. 

May- be his ioyntes be numme, his Synewes (hronke with colde. 
And that he knowes my Sewet wyll the fame full foone vnfolde. 

May-be, his wife doth feare to come before hyr time. 
And in my mawe he hopes to finde, amongft the flutte and flime, 

A Stone to helpe his wife, that flie may bryng to light 
A bloudie babe lyke bloudie Syre, to put poore Hartes to flight. 

Perchance with ficknefle he hath troubled bene of late. 
And with my marow thinketh to reftore his former ftate. 

May-be, his hart doth quake, and therefore feekes the bone, 
Whiche Huntefmen finde within my heart, when I, poore Hart, am 
gone. 

It may be that he meanes my flefhe for to prefent 
Unto his Prince for delicates, fuch may be his entent. 

Yea, more than this : may-be, he thinkes fuch nouriture 
Will ftill prolong mens dayes on earth, fince mine fo long endure. 

But, oh mifchieuous man ! although I thee outliue. 
By due degrees of age vnfeene whiche Nature doth me giue : 

Muft thou therefore procure my death, for to prolong 
Thy lingryng life in luftie wife ? alas, thou doeft me wrong. 

Muft I with mine owne fleflie his hatefull flefhe fo feede, 
Whiche me difdaynes one bitte of grafle or corne in tyme of neede ? 

Alas, Man I do not fo ; fome other beaftes go kill, 
Whiche worke thy harme by fimdrie meanes, and fo content thy will. 

Which yeelde thee no fuch gaynes in lyfe as I renew. 
When from my head my ftately homes to thy behoofe I mew. 

But fince thou arte vnkinde, vngracious and vniuft, 
Lo, here I craue of mightie Gods whiche are bothe good and iuft. 

That Mars may reygne with Man^ that ftryfe and cruell warre 
May fet mans murdryng minde on worke with many a bloudy larre ; 

That drummes with deadly dub may counteruayle the blaft 
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Which they with homes haue blowen fill lowdc to make my minde 
agaft; 

That ftiot as thicke as Hayle may ftandc for Croflebowe (hootes. 
That CuyJJeSy GreueSy and fuche may ferae in fteade of Hunters bootes ; 

That, gyrte with fiege fuU fure, they may theyr toyles repent ; 
That Embujkadoes ftand for nettes which they agaynft me bent ; 

That when they fee a fpie, which watcheth them to trappe. 
They may remember ringwalkes made in herbor me to happe ; 

That when theyr bufie braynes are exercifed fo, 
Hartes may lie fafe within theyr layre and neuer feare theyr foe. 

But if fo chaunce there be fome daflard dreadfull mome, 
Whome Trumpettes cannot well entyfe nor call him once from home^ 

And yet will play the man in killyng harmelefle Deare, 
I craue of God that fuch a ghofte and fuch a fearefull pheare 

May fee Dyana nakt: and flie (to venge hir fkornes) 
May foone transforme his harmefuU head into my harmelefle homes ; 

Untill his houndes may teare that hart of his in twayne. 
Which thus torments vs harmelefle HartSy and puttes our hartes to 
payne. 

Of the hunting of an Hare. 

AM an Hare, a beaft of little ftrength. 
Yet making (port of loue and gentle geftes. 
For running (wift and holding out at length, 
I beare the bell aboue all other beaftes. 



The Hare to the Hunter. 
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The Lyon Hckes the fores of wounded Sheepe ; 
He {pares to pray, whiche yeeldes and craueth grace. 
The dead mans corps hath made fome Serpentes weepe, 
Such rewth may ryfe in beafts of bloudie race ; 
And yet can man, whiche bragges aboue the reft, 
Ufe wracke for rewth ? can murder like him beft ? 

This fbng I iing in moan and mourneful notes. 
Which fayne would biafe the bloudie minde of Man 
Who, not cotent with Hartes, Hindes, Buckes, Rowes, Gotes, 
Bores, Beares and all that hunting conquere can ; 
Muft yet feeke out me, filly harmeleffe Hare, 
To hunte with houndes and courfe fometimes with care. 

The Harte doth hurte (I muft a trueth confefle) : 
He fpoyleth Come and beiares the hedge adowne ; 
So doth the Bucke^ and though the Rowe feeme lefle. 
Yet doth he harme in many a field and Towne ; 
The clyming Gote doth pill both plant and vine. 
The pleafant meades are rowted vp with Swine. 

But I, poore Beaft, whofe feeding is not feene. 
Who breake no hedge, who pill no pleafant plant ; 
Who ftroye no fruite, who can turne vp no greene. 
Who fpoyle no come to make the Plowman want : 
Am yet purfewed with hounde, horfe, might and mayne 
By murdring men, vntill they haue me flayne. 

Sa how fayeth one, as foone as he me fpies. 
Another cries Ntm^ Now I that fees me ftarte. 
The houndes call on with hydeous noyfe and cryes. 
The fpurgalde Jade muft gallop out his parte ; 
The home is blowen and many a voyce full ftiryll 
Do whoup and crie me wretched Beaft to kyll. 

What meaneft thou, man, me fo for to purfew ? 
For firft my flcinne is fcarcely worth a placke ; 
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My flefhe is drie and harde for to endew ; 

My greace, God knoweth, not great vpon my backc ; 

My felfe, and all that is within me founde^ 

Is neyther good, great, ritche, fatte, fweete, nor founde. 

So that thou fheweft thy vauntes to be but vayne. 
That bragft of witte aboue all other beafts, 
And yet by me thou neyther getteft gaync 
Nor findeft foode to feme thy gluttons feafts. 
Some fporte perhaps ? yet Greuous is the glee 
Which endes in Bloud: that leilbn learne of me. 



Of the Foxe. 

AYNERD the Foxe am I, a craftie childe well knowne, 
Yea better known than credited, w' more than is mine 

own; 
A baftard kynd of curre, mine eares declare the fame, 
And yet my wit and pollicie haue purchaft me great fame. 



The Foxe to the Huntefman. 

F dogs had tong at will to talke in their defence ; 
If brutilh beaft might be fo bold to plead at barre for pence ; 
If poore Tom Troth might fpeake of all that is amyffe. 
Then might would beare no right a down, then me would 
pardon this, 

Which I muft here declare. Then auickly would be known 
That he which deales with ftrangers faults fhould firft amend his owne. 
Thus much my felfe may fay, thus much my felfe can proue ; 
Yet whiles I preache, beware the Geefe, for fo it (hall behoue. 
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I figh, yet fmyle, to fee that man, yea, mafter man, 

Can play his part in poUicie as well as Raynard can. 

And yet, forfoth, the Foxe is he that beares the blame. 

But two leggd Foxes eate the ducks when foure legs beare the name. 

A wonder is to fee how people fhoute and cry 

With hallowes, whoupes and fpitefuU words, when I, poore Fox, 

go by. 
Lay on him, crycs the wife : downe with him, fayes the childe : 
Some ftricke, fom chide, fome throw a ftone^ fom fal & be defilde ; 
As Maidens, when they fpurne with both their feete attones. 
Fie on the Foxe y* forft the fo, fuch falles might brufe their bones. 
But Raynard doth fuch deeds, and therfore ftrike him down. 
His cafe will ferue to fur the cape of mafter huntfmans gowne ; 
His Lungs full holfome be, in poulder beaten fine, 
For fuch as cough & draw their wind with paine & mickle pine ; 
His pyfTell ferues to flcoure the grauell of the ftone. 
His greace is good for fynews fhronk, or ache y' grieues the bone ; 
His tong will draw a thorne, his teeth will burnifh golde. 
And by his death a huntfman may haue profits manyfolde. 
The Henne fliall rouft at reft, which he was wont to rowze. 
The duck & geefe may bring good broods, y* pigs may fucke their 

fowes. 
And al the Farmers welth may thriue & come to good. 
Which craftie Raynard fteales fometimcs to kepe his brats in blood. 
Yea, foft, but who fayes thus ? who did y* Lion paint ? 
Forfoth, a man ; but if a Fox might tell his tale as queint. 
Then would he fay againe that men as craftie be 
As euer Raynard was for theft, euen men which fliefe a fee 
From euerie widowes flocke : a capon or a chicke, 
A pyg, a goofe, a dunghill ducke, or ought that fait will licke ; 
Untill the widowe fterue, and can no longer giue ; 
This was y* Fox, fie down with him, why Ihuld fuch foxes liue ? 
Some Foxes lie in waite and marke the Farmers croppe. 
What loads of haye, what grafle for bief, what ftore of wood for 

loppe: 
What quantitie of graine he raifeth on his rent. 
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And take a new leafe ore his hed, before the olde be fpent. 

Fye on thefe Foxes, fye ! what Farmer can do well 

Where fuch vile vermin lie in wait their priuy gaines to fmell ? 

Yea, fome can play their part in flandring neighbors name, 

To fay y* wolf did kil the Lamb when Raynerds eate y* fame. 

Thefe faults, with many moe, can wicked men commit. 

And yet they fay that Foxes pafle for fubtletie and wit. 

But fhall I fay my minde ? I neuer yet faw day. 

But euery town had two or three which Rainards parts could play. 

So that men vaunt in vaine which fay they hunt the Foxe, 

To kepe their neighbors poultry free, & to defende their flockes. 

When they them felues can fpoyle more profit in an houre 

Than Raynard rifles in a yere, when he doth moft deuoure. 

No, no, the minds of men which ftill be vainely bent, 

Muft haue their change of Venerie : as firft the Hare in Lent, 

The Hart in Sommers heate, and me poore Foxe in cold ; 

But wherto feme thefe fundry fports, thefe chafes manyfold ? 

Forfoth to feede their thoughts with drugs of vaine delight. 

Whereon moft men do mule by day, wheron they dream by night. 

They muft haue coftly clothes, they muft haue deintie fare. 

They muft haue couches ftuft with doune, they muft haue all in fquare. 

They muft haue newfound games to make the laugh their fill, 

The[y] muft haue foules, they muft haue beafts, to bay t, to hunt, to kyll. 

And all, when all is done, is nothing elfe but vayne. 

So Salomon the wife man fayd, and fo fayes Raynerd playne. 



The Otters Oration. 
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Firft of my felfc before the reft to treate, 
Moft men cry out, that fifhe I do deuoure ; 
Yea, fome will fay that Lambes with mee be meate. 
I graunt to both : and he that hath the powre 
To feede on fifti that fweeter were than fowre. 
And had yong flefli to banquet at his fill. 
Were fonde to fraunche on garbage graynes or fwill. 

But mafter Man, which findeth all this fault. 
And ftreynes deuife for many a daynty difhe. 
Which fufFreth not that hunger him aflault. 
But feedes his fill on euery flefti and fiftie. 
Which muft haue all, as much as witte can wifh. 
Us feely Beafts deuouring Beafts do[th] call. 
And he himfelfe moft bloudy bcafte of all I 

Well yet, me thinks, I heare him preach this Text, 
How all that is was made for vfe of man. 
So was it fure ; but therewith followcs next 
This heauy place, expound it who fo can : 
The very fcourge and plague of God his Ban 
Will light on fuch as queyntly can deuife, 
To eate more meate then may their mouthes fuffife. 

Now, mafter Man, ftand forth and here declare. 
Who euer yet could fee an Otter eate 
More meate at once then ferued for his ftiare ? 
Who fees vs beafts fitte bybbing in our feate 
With fundry wynes and fundry kindes of meate 
Which breede difeafe, yfoftred in fuch feaftes ? 
If men do fo, be they not worfe than beafts ? 

The beaftly man muft fitte al day and quaflFe : 
The Beafte, indeede, doth drincke but twife a day. 
The beaftly man muft ftuflFe his monftrous mafiFe 
With fecrete caufe of furfeiting alway ; 
Where beafts be glad to feede when they get prey. 
And neuer eate more than may do them good. 
Where men be ficke and furfet thorough foode. 

Who fees a Beaft for fauery Sawces long ? 

II. T T 
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Who fees a beaft or chicke or Capon cramme ? 
Who fees a beaft once luld on fleepe with fong ? 
Who fees a beaft make venfon of a Ramme ? 
Who fees a Beaft deftroy both whelpe and damme ? 
Who fees a Beaft vfe beaftly Gluttonie, 
Which man doth vfe for great Ciuilytie ? 

I know not, I, if dyuing be my fault? 
Me thinks moft men can diue as well as I ; 
Some men can diue in Seller and in vault. 
In Parlor, Hall, Kitchen and in Buttery, 
To fmell the Rofte, whereof the fume doth flee ; 
And as for games men diue in euery ftreame : 
All frawdes be fiftie ; their ftomacks neuer fqueame. 

So to conclude, when men their faults can mend. 
And ftiunne the fhame wherewith they beafts do blot : 
When men their time and treafure not mifpend. 
But follow grace which is with paines ygot. 
When men can vice rebuke, and vfe it not. 
Then fhall they ftiine like men of worthy fame. 
And elfe they be but Beafts well worthy blame. 
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The translation of the blessed S. Bernardes Verses, 
conteinyng the vnstable felicitie of 



THIS WAYFARING WORLD. ^ 




Cur mundus militate Jub vana gloria^ cuius profperitas eft tranfitoria ? 
T^am cito labitur^ eius potent ia qudm vafafiguliy qua Junt fragilia. 

■Hy doth eche ftate applie it felfe to worldly prayfe : 
And vndertake fuch toyle, to heape vp honours gaine ? 
Whofe feate, though feeming fure, on fickle Fortune ftayes, 

Whofe giftes were neuer proued perpetuall to remaine. 

But eucn as yearthen pot with euery fillip failes. 

So Fortunes fauour flits, and Fame with Honour quailes. 

Plus crede litteris fcriptis in glaciequim mundifragiliSy vanafallacia^ 
Fallax inpramiiSy virtutisjpeciey quanunquam habuit, tempusfiducia, 

Thinke rather firme to finde a figure grauen in Ife, 

Whole fubftaunce fubieft is to heate of (hining Sunne, 

Then hope for ftedfaft ftay in wanton worldes deuife, 

Whofe feigned fonde dclightes from falfheades forge doe come, 

And vnder vertues veile are largely dealt about, 

Deceiuing thofe who thinke their date will out. 

MagiscredendumeftvirisfallacibuSy quhm mundi mijeris pro/per itatibus^ 
Falfts infaniis 6f voluptatibusy falftjque ftudiis (s vanitatibus. 
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The trifely, truthlefle tongue of mmoors lying lippes 
Deferues more truft then doth the higheft happie tuip. 
That world to worldlinges giues, for fee how honour (lippes 
To fooliih, fonde conceiptes, to pleafures potibned iap ! 
To ftudies falfe in proofe, to artes applied to gaine. 
To fickle fancies toyes, which wiiedome deemeth vaine ! 

Die vbi Salomon y olim tam nobilis^ vel vbi Sampfon est^ dux inuincibilis^ 
Vel dulcis lonathas multum amabiliSj vel pulcher Ab/oloHy vultu 
mirabilis ? 

Where is the {acred kyng, that Salomon the wife, 
Whofe wiiedome former time of duetie did commende ? 
Where is that Sampfon ftrong, that monftrous man in fize, 
Whofe forced arme did caufe the mightie pillers bend ? 
Where is the Pearelefle Prince, the frendly Jonathas ? 
Or Abfolon, whofe (hape and fauour did furpafle? 

^b Caja^ abiit cel/us imperio ? vel diues/plendiduSy totus inprandio ? 
Die vbi Tullius, clarus eloquio^ vel AriftoteleSyJummus ingenio ? 

Where is that Cdffar now, whofe high renowned fame 

Of fondry conqueftes wonne, throughout the world did founde ? 

Or Diues riche in ftore, and riche in richely name, 

Whofe chcft with gold and diftie with dainties did abounde ? 

Where is the paffing grace of Tullies pleading (kill ? 

Or Ariftotles vaine, whofe penne had witte and will ? 

O efca vermiumy 8 majfa puluerisy 6 roSy ovanitaSy curjic ex toller is? 
Ignoras penitHs vtrum eras vixeriSyfacbonum omnibus yquamdiu pot eris. 

O foode of filthy wormc, oh lompe of lothfbme clay, 
O life full like the dew which morning ibone doth waft. 
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^am breue feftum efty hac mundi gloria : vi vmbra hominum,Jic eius 

gaudidy 
^a Jemfer Jubtrahunt aterna pramiay 6? ducunt hominem ad dura 

deuia. 

How fhort a banquet feemes the pompe of high renowne ; 

How like the fencelefle fhape of fliiuering fhadowes thin 

Are wanton worldly toyes, whofe pieafure plucketh downe 

Our hartes from hope,andhandes from workes,which heauen (hould win, 

And takes vs from the trode which guides to endlefle gaine. 

And fets vs in the way that leades to lafting paine. 

H^c mundi gloria, qu^e magni penditurjacrisin litteris flos fceni dicitur^ 
Vt leue foliumy quodventorapituryjic vita hominum hac vita tollitur. 

The pompe of worldly prayfe, which worldlinges hold fo deare. 
In holy facred booke is likened to a flower, 
Whofe date doth not containe a weeke, a month, or yeare. 
But fpringing now doth fade againe within an hower ; 
And as the lightefl: leafe with winde about is throwne, 
So light is life of man, and lightly hence is blowne. 
FINIS. My lucke is lojfe. 



Beware of had I wist. 

Lware of had I wift, whofe fine bringes care and fmart, 
Efteeme of all as they deferue, and deeme as deemde 
thou art ; 

So (hall thy pcrfeft frend enioy his hoped hire. 

And faithlefle faunyng foe fhall miflc th'eiFe<5t of his defire ; 
Good will (hall haue his gayne, and hate (hall heape de(pight, 
A faithle(re frend (hall finde diftruft, and loue (hall reape delight. 
Thy felfe (hall reft in peace, thy frend (hall ioy thy fate. 
Thy foe (hall fret at thy good happe, and I (hall ioy thy ftate ; 
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But this my fond aduifc may feeme pcrchaunce but vayne, 
As rather teaching how to lofe then how a frend to gayne. 
But 'tis not my intent to teach to finde a frende. 
But fafely how to loue and Hue, is all that I intende ; 
And if you proue in part, and finde my counfell true. 
Then wifti me well for my good will, tis all I craue : adue. 
FINIS. My lucke is lojfe. 



Where reafon makes requefty there wijedome ought /uppliey 
Withfrendly aunfwere prefix to graunt or els denie. 

Sigh, why (b ? for forrow of her fmart ; 

I moume, wherfore ? for grief that fhe complaines ; 

I pitie, what ? her oppreflcd hart ; 

I dread, what harme ? the daunger (he fuft^nes ; 
I greeue, whereat ? at her opprefling paynes; 
I feele, what force ? the fittes of her difeafe, 
Whofe harme doth me and her alike difpleafe. 

I hope, what, eh ?* her happy healthes retire ; 
I wifti, what, wealth ? no wealth nor worldly ftore ; 
But craue, what ? craft by cunnyng to afpire ; 
Some fkill, whereto f to lalue her fickely fore. 
What then ? why then would I her health reftorc, 
Whofe harme me hurtes ; how fo ? (b workes my will. 
To wifti my felfe and her like good and ill. 

What moues thy minde? whereto ? to fuch defire ; 
Ne force, ne fauour ; what then ? free fancies choyfe ; 
Art thou to chofe ? my charter to require? 
Eche Ladies loue is fedde by cuftomes voyce : 
Yet are their grauntes the euidence of their choyfe. 

' Orig. has bay^ edit. 1578 has bappe. 
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What then ? our freedome is at large in chofing. 
As womens wills are froward in rerufing. 

Wotes (he thy will ? fhe knowes what I proteft ; 
Dainde fhe thy fute ? (he daungerd not my talke ; 
Gaue fhe confent ? fhe graunted my requeft. 
What didft thou craue ? the roote, the rruite, the ftalke, 
I afked them all. What gaue fhe, cheefe or chalke ? 
That taft muft trie. What taft ? I meane the proofe 
Of frendes, whofe wills withhold their bow aloofe. 

Meanft thou good fayth ? what els ? hopefl thou to fpeede ? 
Why not ? O foole vntaught in carpet trade, 
Knoweft not what proofes from fuch delayes proceede ? 
Wilt thou, like headlefTe Cocke, be caught in glade ? 
Art thou, like AfTe, too apt for burden made ? 
Fie, fie, wilt thou for faint adore the fhrine. 
And woo her frend, ere fhe be wholy thine ? 

Who drew this drift ? moued (he or thou this match ? 
Twas I. Oh foole vnware of womens wiles, 
Long mayeft thou wayte, like hungry hound at hatch ! 
She, craftie Foxe, the (illie Goofe beguiles ; 
Thy fute is fhaped fo fit for long delay. 
That fhe at will may checke from yea to nay. 

But, in good footh, tell me her frendes intent ? 
Beft learne it firft. Their purpofe I not know. 
Why then thy will to worfe and worfe is bent, 
Doefl thou delight the vnkindled coale to blow. 
Or childlike loueft in ankred Boate to row ? 
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Till end approues what fcomefull fecdcs fhe (owes. 
In loy tring loue fuch daungers ebbes and flowes ; 
What helpe herein ? why wake in daungerous watch ; 
That to nor fro may make thee marre the match. 

Is that the way to end my wcarie worke ? 
By quicke difpatch, to leiTen long turmoyle ? 
Well, well, though lofle in lingering wontes to lurke, 
And I a foole moft fitte to take the foyle. 
Yet proofe from promife neuer (hall recoyle. 
My wordes with deedes and deedes with wordes fhall wende. 
Till fhe or hers gainfay that I intende. 

Art thou fo fondc ? not fonde, but firraely faft. 
Why foole, her frcndes wote how thy will is bent ; 
Yet thou, like dolt whofe witte and fence is paft, 
Seeft not what frumpes do follow thy entent, 
Ne know how loue in lew of fcorne is lent. 
Adue, for fighes fuch follie (hould preuent ; 
Well, well, their fcofFes with fcornes might be repayed, 
If my requeftes were fully yead or nayed. 
Wei, well, let thefe with wifedomes payfe be wayed, 
And in your cheft of chiefeft fecretes layed. 

What is, or may be mine. 

That is, and (hall be thine : 

Till death the twift untwine, 

That doth our loves combine. 

But if thy heart repine. 

Thy body fhould be mine. 

Shew me thereof fome fine. 

That I may flacke the line 

That knitts thy will to mine. 
FINIS. My lucke is lop. 
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What Ioye to a Contented Myndk. 

e fayth that fayles muft needes be thought vntrue, 
The frend that faignes who holdeth not vniuft ? 
Who likes that loue, that chaungeth ftill for new, 
Who hopes for truth where troth is voyde of truft ? 

No faith, no frend, no loue, no troth fo fure, 

But rather fayles then ftedfaftly endure. 

What head fo flayed, that altereth not intent ? 
What thought fo fure, that ftedfaft doth remaine ? 
What witte fo wife, that neuer needes repent ? 
What tongue fo true, but fometime wontes to fayne ? 
What foote fo firme, that neuer treades awrie ? 
What fooner dimde then fight of cleareft eye ? 

What hart fo fixt but foone enclines to chaunge ? 
What moode fo mllde that neuer moued debate ? 
What faith fo ftrong but lightly likes to raunge ? 
What loue fo true that neuer learnd to hate ? 
What life fo pure that laftes without offence ? 
What worldly mynde but moues with ill pretence ? 

What knot fo faft that may not be vntide ? 
What feale fo fure but fraude or force (hall breake ? 
What prop of flay but one tyme fhrinkes afide ? 
What fhip fo ftauche that neuer had a leake ? 
What graunt fo large that no exception makes ? 
What hoped heipe but frend at neede forfakes ? 

What feate fo high but low to ground may fall ? 
What hap fo good that neuer found miflike ? 
What ftate fo fure but fubieft is to thrall ? 
What force preuayles where Fortune lift to ftrike ? 
What wealth fo much but time may tourne to want ? 
What ftorc fo great but wafting maketh fcant ? 
II. u u 
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What profites hope in depth of daungers thrall ? 
What truft in time but waxeth worfe and worfe ? 
What hclpes good hart, if Fortune frowne withall ? 
What bleffing thriues agaynft heauenly helpelefle curfe ? 
What winnes defire to get and cannot gayne ? 
What bootes to wifh and neucr to obtaine ? 

FINIS. My lucke is lojfe. 



Donee eris Falix^ multos numerabis amieos : 
Nullus ad amijfas ibit amicus opes. 

I Uen as the Rauen, the Crow, and greedy Kite 
Doe fwarming flocke, where carren corps doth fell ; 
And tiring teare with beake and talentes might 

Both fkin and flcfti to gorge their guttes withall ; 

And neuer ceafe, but gather moe to moe. 

Doe all to pull the carkas to and fro ; 

Till bared bones at laft they leaue behinde. 

And feeke elfwhere fome fatter foode to finde. 

Euen fo I fee, where wealth doth waxe at will, 
And gold doth grow to heapes of great encreafe. 
There frendes refort, and profering frendftiip ftill. 
Full thicke they throng with neuer ceafing preafe ; 
And flily make a (hew of true intent. 
When nought but guile and inward hate is ment ; 
For when mifchaunce (hall chaunge fuch wealth to want. 
They packe them thence to place of richer haunt. 

FINIS. My lucke is loffe. 
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A Complaint. 

F Crefled in her gadding moode 
Had not gone to the Greekifti hoft. 
Where fhe by Diomede was woode, 

And wonne from him that loude her moft. 

She had not fallen to fuch mifcheefe^ 

Nor turned Troylus to fuch greefe. 

Nor Diomede had not upbrayed 

To worthy Troylus Crefled {poyle. 

Nor thefe two worthies had not frayed. 

So oft ech others fame to foyle ; 

If catterwaling Crefl!ed coy 

Had taried with her love in Troy, 

No Troians foe, nor cruell Greike, 
Had triumphte over her good name. 
If (he had not gone forth to feeke 
The campe where women winne no fame ; 
She had been calde no common Gill, 
If fhe in Troy had tarryed ftill. 

She had not knoune the Lazars call. 
With cappe and clap her almes to winne ; 
Nor how infedive Icabbe and icall 
Do cloth the Lepre Ladies fkinne ; 
She had no fuch diftrefl!e in Troy, 
But honour, favour, wealth and ioy. 

Howbeit fhe could not tarry there. 
But needes forfooth a gadding go. 
To feele the taft of ftraungers chere : 
Nife novelty, lo ! prickt her fo. 
She could not hold where fhe was well. 
But flrayed and into ruin fell. 
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I pleafure not to blaze her blame. 
Nor chiding cannot mend her mis ; 
But all good women by her (hame 
May learn what catterwaling is. 
For wandring women, moft men fay, 
Cannot be good and goe aftray. 

It is not womens exerciie 
To ftray or gadde in field or toune ; 
Men count them neyther good nor wife. 
They blot and blemifti their renoune ; 
They hurt their fame, they pleafe their foe. 
And greeves their friend to fee them fo. 

FINIS. Troylus. 




A Replye. 

O gadding moode, but forced ftrife. 
Compelled me retire from Troy ; 
If Troylus would have vowde his wife. 
We might have dwelt in former ioy : 
No Diomede nor Greekifti wight 
Had fought my blame or his defpight. 

If ought the feeble force of mine 
Could have withftood the kingly heaft ; 
If flowing fluds of ftilled rine 
Had pittie found in Troians breft, 
I had not bene Antenors prife, 
Nor thus bene thrall to noted vife. 

The blome of blame had not bine fpread. 
The feede of fhamc had not bine foune. 
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If knightly proues his minde had led 
By rightful I force to kcepe his oune ; 
I had not thralled bine to ill. 
If he in Troy had kept me ftili. 

My heavie hart and dolefull cafe. 
Which craves your pitie not your fpight, 
Full well you know had had no place. 
If he had garded well his right. 
I fee you've curtefie fmall ftore," 
That blaze my plague to make it more. 

You fay in Troy I would not bee : 
With gadding mind you charge me ftill. 
When well you know that hie decree 
Did fend me forth againft my will. 
Sith thus you triumph at my fall. 
Ye ought to tell the caufe withall. 

If nought you joy[ed] to blaze my blame. 
You woulde not hunt for termes of fpight, 
Nor faine me caufe of all the fame : 
Small honour wonne in fuch a fight ! 
For they that noble minded bee. 
Will rue the cafe, and pittie mee, 

I well allowe your finall claufe. 
To gadde and runne doth blot the name, 
But lay the fault unto the caufe. 
And graunt him gilthy of the fame, 

A^Krfc V\v^A *\\t^ \\ttA fViof r\\t**yCt>^A mv m#» 
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A Description of the World.' 

Hat IS this world ? a net to fnare the foule, 
A mafs of finne, a defart of deceite, 
A momentes joy, an age of wretched dole, 

A lure from grace, for flefh a lothfomc bayte ; 

Unto the mind a canker worm of care, 

Unfure, unjuft in rendring man his (hare. 

A place where Pride orerunnes the honeft minde. 
Where richc men joy ne to robbe the fhiftlefle wretch ; 
Where bribing miftes doe blinde the judges eyes, 
Where Parafites the fatteft crums doe catch. 
Where good defartes, which challenge like reward. 
Are overbloun with blaftes of light regard. 

And what is manne ? duft, flime, a pufFe of wynde, 
Conceaved in finne, plafte in the worlde with greefe, 
Brought up with care, till care hath caught his minde : 
And then, till death vouchfafe him fome releefe. 
Day, year, nor night his care doth take an ende. 
To gather goods for other men to fpende. 

Oh foolifh man, that art in office plafte, 

Thinke whence thou camftc, and whither thou fhalt goe. 

The hautie okes fmall windes have overcaft, 

AArh#»n fl*»nH*»r U7#>^H#>c in rrmnrVi^A xu(^n*\\e^^ rtTr\(^ • 
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You lufty youthes that nourlfh hie defire, 
Abafe your plumes, which makes you iooke fo bigge. 
The coUyers art the courtiers fteede will tyre, 
Even fo the clarke the Parfons grave doth digge, 
Whofe happe fo is yet here long life to winne, 
Doth heape, God wot, but forrow upon finne. 

And to be fhort, all fortes of men take heede : 
The thunderbolts the lofty towers teare, 
The lightning flaftie confumes the houfe of reede ; 
Yea more, in time all earthly things will weare, 
Save only man, who as his earthly time is, 
Shall live in woe, or elfe in endlefle blifle. 

FINIS. G. G. 



COMMENDATORY VERSES. 

GEORGE GASCOIGNE^ 
Squire in Commendation of this Booke. 

IHE pearle of price, which englifhme haue (ought 
So rarre abrode, and coft them there fo dere. 
Is now founde out within our contrey here, 
, , And better cheape amongft vs may be bought : 
I meane the frenche, that pearle of pleefant fpeeche, 
Which fome fought for, & bought it with their liues. 
With fickeneffe tome, yea fome with bolts & gyues. 
But all with payne this peerelefle pearle did feeche : 

* Thefc Jincs arc prefixed to the French Littilton^ by Claudius Holyband [i.e. Dc- 
fainliens, quafi Di faint lien"]. Lond. 1566, 8vo. They may be afTumed to be the 
earlieft publiihed verfes of Gafcoigne. 
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Now Holy band (A frcndly frenche in deede) 
Hath tane fuch payne for euerie englifti eafe 
That here at home we may this language learne : 
And for the price he craueth no more meede 
But thakefol harts, to whome his perles may pleafe ; 
Oh thank him the, that fo much thank doth eame. 

Tarn Marti quam Mer curio. 




GEORGE GASCOIGNE 

To the reader of this Booke.' 

jO falue a fore with oyntment, oyle, or balme, 
Deferues (no doubt) reward, and thanke alwayes, 
With drogues or drames to cure a fickely qualme, 

Deferues (likewyfe), a palme of perfeft prayfe : 

But when mens mindes (with mothes of fecret mone) 
Are frett and frownft : When cankerwormes of care 
Confume the hart, tyll hope of health be gone, 
Then comfort craues both thankes and prayfes rare. 
For looke how much the mynde of man furmountes 
Our bloud and bones : whych are (indeede) but drofle ; 
So much the wyfe, that comfort moft accoumptes, 
Whych helpes the hart whom tyringe troubles tofle. 
Then let this woorcke due thankes and prayfes finde, 
Whofe Text doth teach true comfortes for the mynde. 

Tarn Marti quam Mer curio. 
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A Prophetical Sonet of the same ' George Gascoine 

vpoN the commendable trauaile which Sir 

HuMFREY Gilbert hath disclosed 

IN THIS WORKE. 

EN praife Columbus for the paffing (kil 
Which he declared in Cofmographie, 
And nam'd him firft (as yet we cal him ftil) 
The 2. Neptune, dubd by dignity. 

Americus Vefputius, for his paine, 

Neptune the 3. ful worthely was named. 

And Magellanus by good right did gaine 

Neptune the 4. ful fitly to be famed. 

But al thofe three, and al the world befide, 

Difcouered not a thing of more emprice. 

Then in this booke is learnedly defcride, 

By vertue of my worthie friendes deuice. 

Yf fuch fuccefle to him (as them) then fall, 

Neptune the 5. we iuftly may him call. 

Tarn Marti quam Mer curio. 



* Prefixed to A Difcourfe of a Difcouerie for a new Pajfage to Cataia. Written by 
Sir Hvmfrcy Gilbert, Knight. 1576. See Preface. 
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INDEX AND NOTES. 




\ARDENBURGH,1 170. 
Abje6iedy caft off or away, i. 

490. 
Adrajlus and bis daughters, 
ftory of, i. 282. 
Agriculturifts in the time of Gafcoigne, 

their condition illuftratcd, i. 72-5. 
Alba or ^/va,Duke of, i. 170, 386. 
All- Beef J Marquis of, a term of ridicule, i. 

375- 

All is not gold wbicb glijleretb, prov. ; 
ii. 267. 

Allegory, fpeciinens of, in the Steele-Glas, 
ii. 180, etfeqq. 

Amadis of Gaul referred to, ii. 40. 

Annoyt, I do not know precifely what 
this word means. It is ufed in connec- 
tion with the fewmets of a hart, ii. 
311. 

Antlins, St. St. Antholin's Church at 
Antwerp, ii. 9. 

Antwerp, i. 180. 



* This index and gloiTary not only abound with 
ungloiTed, or at leaft very rare, wordi, but are addi- 
tionally Taloable as containing examples of the 
earlier ufe and occurrence of manyexprefllons than 
are found in the well-known works of Nares and 
Halliwell. To a few of the notes the precife re- 
ferences are unfortunately miilaid. 



Apuleius, Lucius, his Golden AJle tranf- 
iated into Engliih by Adlington, 1566, 
referred to, i. 497. 

Ariojlo, L. his Suppqfiti tranflated b 
Gafcoigne, i. pp. vii. xvii. 198-256. 

his ftory of Bradamant quoted. 

There was at this time no Engliih tranf^ 
laiion of the Orlando, i. 437, 458. 

his Orlando Furiofo again quoted, 

i. 492. 

Arraignment of a Lover, Gafcoigne's poem 
fo called. Separately licenfed and pro- 
bably printed in 1581, i. pp. ix. xxix. 

As angry as a wafp, prov. ; ii. 204. 

A/kaunces, i.e. As who ihould fay. Mar- 
ginal note by the author, who feems to 
ufe it again in the fame fenfe a few 
pages further on, i. 113, 136. 

AJlulpbus, King of the Lombards. His 
dwarf alluded to, i. 52. 

At unwares, fuddenly, i. 434. 

Attones, at once, ii. 202. 

Audley, George Tuchct, Lord (1563- 
161 7). See TottelVs Mifcellany, 1557, 
repr. Collier, 220, i. 196. 

Aunts of Antwerp, procurefTes fo called, 
ii. 42. 

Avail, profit, ufe, i. 265. 

Awbe^ a bird, probably the magpie, ii. 
221. 
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B,f A,, i. p. xxxvii. 

B., C, i.c. Chriftophcr Barker, the pub- 
lilhcr of the Glajle ofGovemement, ii. 5 . 

B.f J. de. See Beauchefne. 

B,, J., his verfes before the Pqfies, i. 24-6. 

B., P,, his verfes before the Pqfies. Not 
improbably Peter Beverley, of Staple- 
Inn, who feems to have been an Italian 
fcholar, and who publifhed the earlieft 
Engliih verfion of Ariofto's tale ofArio' 
danto and Jenevra. See Handb. of E, 
E. IaLj 1867, art. Beverley, i. 22-3. 

B.y T. Probably Thomas Bedingfield, be- 
fore whofe tranflation of Cardanus 
(fecond edit. 1576) Gafcoigne printed 
fome laudatory verfes. T. B., perhaps 
alfo Bedingfield, has lines before Stud- 
ley's verfion of the Agamemnon of 
Seneca, 1566, Svo, i. 16. 

Bachelor's Buttons, a flower, i. 24. 

Badger, Mafler, of Oxford, M.A., author 
of verfes in the Pleajures at Kenil- 
worth, 1576. ii. 93. 

Bandoliers, a name for the Swifs or Ty- 
rolefe iharp-fhooters, i. 408. 

Barginet, a dance fo called, i. 430. 

Bariey-bready a cheap article of food, ii. 

9> "98. 

Barony a buck. Alfo the male of the 
human fpecies. Span, baron, a man- 
child. 

Bartello, Gafcoigne fpeaks of him as the 
author of Riding Tales, from which he 
tranflated the flory of Ferdinand© Jero- 
nimi. Brunet mentions no fuch work 
in the laft edit, of his Manuel du 
Lihraire ; nor do I difcover any 
notice of him in the catalogues of the 
Britifh Mufeum, or in Gamba. It is 
to be fufpedled after all that our author 
put forward a man of flraw in this 
cafe, but neverthelcfs, Bartello's Riding 
Tales may turn up ibmewhcre fome 
day, i. 144, 400, 406, 415-86. 

Bath, Dan Bartholomew of, i.e. Gafcoigne 
himfclf, i. pp. xii. xv. 99-145. 



Bath, or The Bath. In Charles I.'s time, 

it was called The King*s Bath, i. 116. 
Beards, clipped, ii. 200. 
Bears^'Cubs, fallacy refpcdting, i. 37. 
Beauchefne, Jean de, a writing-mafler. 

See Handb. of E. E. Lit. 1867, tn v. 

(and Additions), I pp. xix.-xx., note. 
his verfes in French before the 

Pqfies, i. 27. 
Becco, cuckold. Literally, a he-goat, i. 

4.6. 

Become, pafl part. pafs. •* Where my 
fonne is become," i.e. what has become 
of him, i. 251. 

Bedford reprefented in Parliament by 
Gafcoigne, 1557-9, i. p. xvii. 

Francis, Earl of, a patron of Gaf- 
coigne, i. pp. xxvii. 192. 

Bedingfield, Thomas. Gafcoigne's lines 
prefixed to his tranflation of Cardanus, 
4to, 1576, ii. 336. 

Belfavage fair, ii. 4. 

Bennet, Sir. "To pluck Sir Bennet by the 
fleeue/* ii. 199. 

Berayed, foiled, ii. 187. 

Bergen^ Zeeknd, i. 179. 

Bernard, St., tranflation from, ii. 323-4. 

Berral, beryl, mirror, ii. 185. 

Berzahe, Bathflieba, i. 4I7» et alibi. 

Betrothed, fworn, pledged without any 
nuptial fignificance, i. 319. 

Beverley, Peter. See B. (P.) 

Beza, Theodore, noticed, i. 4. 

Bezo las manos, falutation by kiffing the 
hand, i. 420, 482. 

Bibbler, a toper, i. 205. 

Bibler, a (Indent of the Bible, i. 205. 

Biliingfgate, anecdote of a folicitor at, 
i. 15. 

Bite on the bridle. To, to be eager, amor- 
ous (fee Engl. Prov, y Prov. Phrafes, 
1 869, p. 80), i. 449. 

Blade, fword. " Blade not fully bowndc,** 
t. e, his fword danglbg loofely at his 
fide, ii. 131. 

Blundell family, notice of the, i. p. xvi. 
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Boiftrous or Boijlous, rough or unwieldy, 
French word. See Promptor, ParvuL 
edit. Way, p. 42, art. Boystows and 
note ; but I do not find that boyftrous 
in this fenfe is glofled, although indeed 
it is not obfoletc. (See Worcefter's 
Di6i.f art. Boisterous); i. 69, 206 ; ii. 
288. 

Boortien, boarded, wooden, i. 421. 

Bourbon f the Conftable de, noticed, i. 
160. 

Bourcber or Bourchier, Lady Sufan, ii. 
271. 

Captain, epitaph upon, i. 75-7. 

BowyeVf Nicholas, his verfes before the 
Steele Glas, 1576, ii. 178. 

Bra6ion, H. de. His De Legibus et 
Con/uetudinibus Anglice Libri Quinque 
appeared, with a prefatory notice by 
Thomas Newton, in 1569, i. 378. 

Bragadinoy Marc* Antonio, the Venetian 
commander at Famagoila, i. 82. 

Bragging. This feems to be an uncom- 
mon word; the lenfe is projecting. 
We ihould fay now colloquially, a- 
kimboy 1. 49. 

Brandlet, a fong-bird, ii. 221. 

Braut or Brawl, a dance fo called, i. 
429. 

Break up, break open. '* I will breake it 
vp.,"i.e. the letter, ii. 73. 

Breeke, brake, broke, ii. 292. 

Breton, Nicholas, the poet, his fuppofed 
kinfhip to Gafcoigne, i. p. xviii. 

William, citizen of London, i. pp. 

xvi. xviii.-xix. 

Brewis, a mixture of broth and bread, 
with fait, but perhaps not always exaftly 
made with the fame compounds. It is 
ftill commonly ufed, i. 392. 

Briars J in the, i.e. in the lurch. This 
faying took its rife, doubtlefs, from the 
droll incident in the popular tale of the 
Frere and the Boye (Hazlitt's Popular 
Poetry, 1864-6, iii.), ii. 71. 



Bribing, thieving, dilhoneft, i. 209 ; ii. 

193. 

Brock, badger^ i. 407. 

Brond, brand, fword, i. 277. 

Brown paper, query, bills of acceptance or 
notes of hand, from the colour of the 
paper on which they may fome times 
have been drawn, ii. 203. 

Browne, Thomas, a member of the family 
of Browne, Vifcount Montagu. See 
Montacute. I cannot fay if this is the 
Browne mentioned by Turbervile 
(Poems, edit. 1570, fol. 67), and in 
Ritfon's Bibl. Poet. v. Browne, i. 87-8. 

Bruges, in Flanders, noticed, i. 170. 

Brufi, bur((, ii. 240. 

Bryded, birded, ii. 214. 

Burgundian, faith of a true. A term of 
irony, like the Punica fides of the 
clafBcs. It is put into the mouth of 
Eccho, the paratite, ii. 23, 62. 

Burrowe, Lady Mary, ii. 271. 

Buzzing, reading lightly, at his leifure, 
ii. 286. 

By, of or upon. ** Pride in Court : written 
by a gentlewoman in court, &c.,*' 1,90. 

through ; Lat. per, ii. 74. 

C, B, See Chappell. 

C, E., his verfes before the Pqfies, i. 
16-7. 

C, M., his verfes before the Pqfies, i. 
17-8. 

Cackabed, a coarfe term of reproach, i. 
240. 

Cade, cow, very rare word in this fenfe. 
See Nares and Halliwell, in v., ii. 48. 

Cambridge, allufion to, as his Alma 
Mater, i. 9. 

Camel, Thomas. His controverfy with 
Churchyard. A droll anecdote about 
it. The literary flyting between this 
gentleman and Thomas Churchyard 
was printed originally on broadtides, 
the greater part of which are preferved 
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in the libraiy of the Society of Anti- 
quaries. The colle^Uon (one piece 
excepted) was publiihed together in 
1560, 4to. Camel, judging from his 
name (a form or corruption of Camp- 
bell), was a Scot. Mr. Cyrus Redding, 
fub-editor of the New Monthly Maga- 
zine, ufed to call the nominal editor, the 
** Bard of Hope," Thomas Camel, and 
fuch, in fad, is ftill the popular pro- 
nunciation of the name. (See Handb, of 
E. E. Liu 1 867, art. Camel, Collier's 
Bihl, Cat, 1865, i. 134-5, ""^ Lemon's 
Catalogue of Broadfides of Soc. of 
Antiq. Lond. i866, pp. 7-10), ii. 208. 

Camifado or Camajladoj a fudden aflault. 
See Nares, lad edit, in v., i. 296, 419. 

Canara {Canary) byrds noticed, ii. 221. 

Cap'cafe, a fmall travelling bag. Its 
limited dimenfions are illullrated by the 
proverb Like cat in cap-cafey i. 233. 

Capbers, capers, i. 246. 

Caps "folded with a flappe," ii. 199. 

Carcafe, merely in the fenfe of body. This 
not vtry elegant exprellion, which has 
funk into a vulgarifm, was by no means 
unufual in Gafcoigne's time, and where 
a dead body was intended, it was thought 
neceflary to fpcak of a dead carcafe 
(fee p. 315 of vol. i.), i. 54 et alibi. 

Carle, clown, ignorant perfon, i. 20. 

Camation-gUl^ower, a pink, ii. 60. 

Caroline, an Italian coin, i. 476. 

Carpet trade, the bufineis of a carpet 
knight, or cavaliere fervente, i.e. a 
lover, ii. 327. 

Carren, a form of carrion. 

Carrion, a term of contempt, i. 220. 

Cajl, condemned, a word derived from 
the ancient pradice of arriving at ver- 
didls by cafting lots, i. 37. 

Catchpot, bailiff, more literally, perhaps, 
a thieftaker. 

Catterwauling, wantonly whining, ii. 331. 

Cautel, artifice. It is of courie merely the 



old and middle Latin cautela. See 
Ducange and Schefier in v,, 1, 243. 

Chalmers, Alexander, his eftimate of GaP 
coigne's poetry, i. p. xxvii. 

ChappeU, Bartholomew. Some veries be- 
fore the Pofies, fubfcribcd with his 
initials, may have been by him, if not 
too early. Chappell was the author of 
a little volume entitled The Garden of 
Prudence^ in verfe and profe, 1595, 
i. 29 ; ii. 6. 

Charettesy carts. Fr. charrettes, i. 214. 

Charm, phyiical^ to cure nofe- bleeding, 
i. 422. 

Chaucer, Geoffrey, allafions to, i. pp. zzix. 
xxxix. 26, 105, 500, 502, 507; ii. 
260. 

Cheapjide, a place of great reibrt, and 
paved, i. 167. 

Chelmsford, Eflex, ii. 219. 

Chi troppo abbraccia niente tiene, prov. ; 
ii. 64. 

Chips, fmall parcels or pieces. •* Chips 
of chaunce " are ufually to be ander- 
ftood to mean " flices of (bad) luck," 
i. 433, et alibi. 

Chivering, fhivering, i. 454. 

Choice of change, new eledlion or fekc- 
lion. A very well-underftood expreA 
fion at that time. It forms the title of 
a book printed in 1583 and 1598. 
Handb. of E, E. Lit, 1 867, art. Robson, 
ii. 114. 

Chop and Change, i. 456. 

Chorufes to A^, inferted by the tranf- 
iators, and not in the originals, where 
are other chorufes not found here. Thofe 
fubftituted were probably thought more 
fuitable for an Engliih audience. GaA 
coigne and his afTociate had a precedent 
here in Jafper Hey wood's tranilations 
from Seneca, . See the new edit, of 
Warton, fcdL 57. H, £. P. ed. 1 8 1 1 , iii. 

Churchyard, Thomas^ allufions to, L 
xxviii. 9. 
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Cburcbyard, vcrfes prefixed to the Pqfies, 
i. 19-20. 

CUm of the Clougb, a colloquial term ^i. 72. 

Clouds, In, obfcurely, i. 430. 

Ctyming of an Eagles neaft, A work fo 
called b faid by G. T. in his letter to 
H. W. to have proceeded from the pen 
of Gafcoigne ; if fo, unle(s he fubfe- 
quently altered the title, it is to be 
feared that the produdUon has periihed. 
i. p. xl. 

Clyves, clifis, i. 86. 

Cocket, a ihip's certificate. See Nares in 
v., ii. 211. 

Cocklorels imjic, awkward, unfkilful 
oiuiic. The term originated, of courfe, 
in the celebrated perfonage fo called, 
who is fappofed to have been a robber. 
Sec, further, Nares, edit. 1859, p. 175, 
i. 426. 

Coif a la Piemontefe, i. 442. 

Coil, ftir, difturbance ; more ftriftly, per- 
haps, tangle, ii. 93. 

Comparifons are odious, prov.; i. 9. 

Condignfy, defervedly, ii. 81. 

Conge, farewell, i. 311. 

Contafinus or Contorim, a common family 
name at Venice, ii. 141. 

Conteck, a quarrel, i. 156. 

Cordell, Sir William. Cordell was an 
eminent lawyer, and became Solicitor- 
General. He was the patron of Abra- 
ham Fleming (fee the new edit, of 
Warton, 187 1, iii. 288), and may have 
befriended Gafcoigne, i. 194. 

Coroner, corner, from Lat. corona. We 
(till fpeak of the comer-ftone, ii. 144. 

Corpfe, in the fenfe of a living body, like 
the Latin corpus. This was a common 
practice in Gafcoigne's time. Even fo 
elegant and refined a writer as Watfon 
employs it in the 37th fonnet of his 
Tears ofFancie, 1593 : 
** Where may I now my carefull corps conuay,** 
i. 45; ii. 235, et alibi. 



Corfive, corofive, i. 399. 

Cofiard, head. See Nares's long note, 

in v., I. 240. 
Coftume, illuftrations of Elizabethan 

(i572)»i- 375-6- 

Counters. Nares, edit. 1859, in v., fays 
that there were two counters in the 
City; but Gafcoigne (at leaft as good an 
authority) makes a third, in Bread 
Street, ii. 203. 

Coupe, coop, lock-up, ii. 67, 69. 

Courtop or Courthope, Richard, of Gray's- 
Inn, i. 71. 

Coyftrel. See Halliwell, in v. Here 
ufed in the fenfe of a common fellow, 
i. 209. 

Crack-baiter, an urchin. See Halliwell 
in V. But in Tarlton's Jejls {Old 
Engl. Jeft' Books, ii. 211), crackrope 
feems to be ufed in the fame fenfe, i. 

211. 

Creep, to, to move ofl^, to take one's de- 
parture, i. 72. 

CV-ew, alTembly. " Crue of cheefeft Gods," 
ii. 104. 

Crouch-to, defer to, ii. 58. 

Crowds-foot "When the crowes feete 
groweth vnder her eye," &c., a faying, 
ii. 6;. 

Crufado, a coin. ** As fine as the Crufa^ 
doe,** however, is not very clear, as the 
crufado was a piece of fmall value, i. 
228. 

Cucking-flool, ii. 87. 

Cuckoo, iignificance of its fong or note, 
i. 469. 

Cup. " I lyfte the cuppe fo highe, &c." 
The allufion is to the old practice of 
engraving pofies or figures at the bottoms 
of cups, as well as on the covers. (See 
Percy Soc. edit, of Rowlands' Knave of 
Harts, p. 64). An ungloifed word, ii. 
292. 

Cujbion'clotb, i. 475. 

Cuftomers, officers of cufloms, i. 214. 
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Cutworks and conceits. Here we have 
an allufion to the elaborate and fome- 
times fantaftic patterns* which were 
worn in lace and other material in 
EliTabcth's time. See Handb. ofE. E. 
Lit, 1 867. V. Patterns, ii. 202. 

Cyndringt reducing to cinders, i. 287. 

Cyphered, fecret, difgaifed, i. 449. 

D., K,, his verics before the Pqfies, i. 29. 
Dangered, challenged, ii. 327. 
Daunted, beaten down» ii. 287. 
Daunting, ftunning, i. 333. 
David and Bathjheha, ftory of, quoted, i. 

Davie Diker^ a general term for a labourer, 
perhaps more efpecially one employed 
by time, ii. 211. 

Day, light, i. p. xxxviii. 

De bonis male partis vix gaudebit tertius 
hceres, prov.; i. 155. 

De PrqfiindiSf the pfalm of, paraphrafed, 
i. 60-3. 

Dean, a valley, i. 226. 

Delft, in Holland, i. 147, 174, 176, 178, 
181. 

Delicate Diet for dainty^mouthde Droon- 
kardes, Gafcoigne's tradt fo called, i. 
pp. xii. xxvi. 

Denny, Edward, i. 393. 

Devils incarnate, a cant term for the 
fashionables in Gafcoigne's time. This 
name wu borrowed by Thomas Lodge, 
and applied by him to the fops and liber- 
tines of the next generation. See his 
traft entitled Wits Mi/erie, See, 1596, 

'• 375- 
Dewclaws^ the nails behind a deer's foot, 

ii. 312. 
Difabled, excufcd. We dill ufe not en- I 

-t*- J ;_ -t._ r- .• I 



text. By an overfight, this poem is 
printed twice over in the old copies, 
and the error has been repeated here. 
The practice of living cheaply in the 
country during a confiderable part of 
the year in order to make a difplay at 
court in the (hort feafon b ftill com- 
mon, both here and abroad, i. p. viL 
72-5, 366-9. 

Donati, Signor Edvardo, a friend of the 
poet. The Notes of InftruSHon written 
for him, I pp. xix-xx. 500. 

Done, infinitive of verb to do. The 
author alfo ufes the form doen, i. 297. 

Dotipole, Dr,, a generic term for a fooli(h 
perfon with fome afiedbtion, perhaps, 
of learning. A drama called The Wif- 
dome of Do6ior Dodypoll appeared in 
1600, i. 204. 

Dreams, interpretation of, i. 442, note. 

Drink up bis own fweat, a phrafe for 
feeding on his own grief, i. 475. 

Droomme of Doomes-day, a compilation 
by Gafcoigne, i. pp. xxvi-xxvii. 

Droven, driven, i. 450, 481. 

Drury or Drewry, Sir William. See 
Handb, of E. E. Lit., art. Churchyard, 
Nos. 19 and 29, and Stow*8 Annates, 
p. 6y6, edit. 161 5, i. 196. 

Elizabeth, ii. 27a. 

DtUce Bettum Inexpertis. ** It is bothe 
an elegant prouerbe, and amonge al 
other, by the writynges of many ex- 
cellent audtours, ful often and folerop- 
nely vfed, Dulce bellu inexpertis, that 
is to fay, Warre is fwete to them that 
know it nat." — Bellvm Erafmi, tranf- 
lated into Englyfihe, 1533, iign. a 2 
See pofi under Tarn Marti, Sec,, i. 149, 
etfeqq. 
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Douglas Dyve*8 album, i. p. xviii. 
370- 

Eccbo, a chara£ter in the Glajle of Go- 
vemement, 1575. Appears to have 
been a proverbial term, ii. 2 et feqq.; 
212. 

poetry in the Pleafures at Kenil' 

worth, 1576,11.97-101. 

Edmund Crookback, King of the Anglo- 
Saxons, alluded to, ii. 95. 

Edwards, Richard (the Elder). His Soul- 
Knell mifunderftood, i. 9. 

Elizabeth, Queeo, entertainment to her at 
Kenilworth, i. pp. v. vii. xxv. 

at Wood dock, i. pp. v. vii. 

XXV. 

The Griefe qfJoye dedicated to her, 

ii. 255-7. 
Enough's as good as any feajl, prov.; i. 

64. 
EntermeddUy interfere, ii. 129. 
Entiere, entire. The French entier, ii. 7. 
Entreglancing, exchanging of glances, i. 

46. 

Erafmus, the CoUoquia of, quoted, ii. 14. 
EJlex, Walter Devereux, Earl of (1572- 

6), i. 193. 

Countcfs of, ii. 270. 

Euripides, the PbaniJlcB of, tranflated by 

Gafcoigne and Kimwelmerfh, 1566. 

This, like the Suppofes, lay in MS. 

for feven years, not finding its way to 

the prefs till 1 573, i. pp. vi. vii. ix. xvii. 

257-349 J "• 30- 
Exeter. A poem written by the author 
from that town, i. 354. 



FaU, the blaft on the huntfman's horn, 
which is the fignal for the death of the 
hart or other deer, ii. 3 1 5. 

Falfehead, falfehood, ii. 323. 

Famagojta, i. 80, 82. 

Fardel, parcel, i. 241. 

Far-fetch, f. a manoeuvre, adventure, i. 
209. 

Father Derby s bands, handcuff's, ii. 203. 

Fearly, fearful, i. 385. 

Fell, fkin, i. 233. 

FellSf mountains, valleys, and paftures with 
corn, ii. 306. 

Ferenda^ the name under which Gafcoigne 
appears to ihadow his ^vourite miftrefs. 
She is the heroine of the Adventures of 
Bartholomew of fiath. Another name 
for her was Natura, and out of the two 
he formed a motto, which he attaches 
to fome of his pieces : Ferenda Natura, 
Indeed he ufes the two names together 
for the inconftant lady, whom he figures 
as having deceived Bartholomew of Bath, 
I.e. himfelf, i. 93, 102, 402. 

Ferrara. « The falfehood of Ferrara,'* a 
common faying, i. 238-9, 250. 

Ferrers, George, poet, playwright, &c. 
See Kempe's Lofeley MSS,, 1836, p. 
30, ii. 95, 107. 

Fewmets, deer's dung, ii. 306. 

Fico, a fig. An allufion to the common 
pradlice of poifoning people with medi- 
cated figs, i. 374. 

FUed, polifhed, ii. 108. 

Finijterre, Cape, i. 80. 

Finkel, fennel, i. 24. 

Fireworks, extraordinary difplay of, at the 
Caftle of Kenilworth, in 1576, ii- 9^- 
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owp invention probably ; but the (enie 
is of courfe dear. The falhionable girls 
in Gafcoigne's day wore tall hats with 
feathers, fuch as are now in vogue, ii. 
215. 

Flower of Fetters frute. A reference to 
the poem called The Frute of Fetters, 
printed at p. 398 of the firft volume. 

Flowering, in full flower, in its zenith, i. 
316. 

Flujbing, in 2^1and, i. 170, 178. 

Fontainebieau, Ver(es written from that 
town, i. 354. 

Ford. ** I mud uke the Foord as I findfi 
it," i. 4. 

Forecaft, anticipate, i. 474. 

Forepaft, pafled or gone before, i. 350. 

Forepointed, appointed beforehand, ii. 
141. 

Forgrown, grown out of ufe, ii. 139. 

Forpine, to wear or waile to excels, ii. 

220* 

Forthright, right forward, ii. 265. 

Forthwards, forwards, i. 428. 

Forwafted, a ftronger form of wajled. In 
the lad edition of Nares, this paflage is 
cited for the word, i. 291. 

Forworn, a ftronger form of worn, i. 322. 

Fojler, forefter, ii. 314. 

Fowylloux. The author here referred to b 
Jacques de Fouilloux, whofe treatife, en- 
titled La Veneriey firft appeared in 1 561, 
folio, ii. 306. 

Fox, medicinal virtues of parts of the, ii. 
319. 

Friday* s Breakfaft, a name given to a fong 
or ditty ; a faft, i. 445. 

Frifle, an article of ufe in a lady's toilette, 
perhaps fome artificial part of the head'> 
drefs, ii. 214. 

Frith, fpring, coppice, ii. 306. 



Fruites of Warre, a poem by Gafcoigne 
fo called. The dedication to Lord Grey 
is omitted in the 4to of 1587, i. pp. 
xii. xxiv. 147-96. 

Frump, a flouter, i. 24. 

Fulker, pawnbroker, i. 220. 

Fumbiing, faltering, i. 335. 

G. G. The poem called The Defcription 
of the World, with thefe initiab after- 
wards, as has been mentioned elfewhere 
(i. p. xxiz.), amplified into G, Gajhe, 
may, after all, not be Gafcoigne's, for 
there was certainly at that period a fecond 
G. G, who wrote fome commendatory 
verfes prefixed to The fecond pari of 
thefirft Booke of the Mirrour ofKntght- 
hood, which was not licenfed till 1582- 

3. "• 334-5- 

GalHard, a dance fo called, i. 430. 

Garboil, uproar, ii. 93. 

Gascoigne, George, Memoir of. For 
further notices of Gafcoigne, fee Britijb 
Bibliogr. i. 485 ; Cenfura Literaria, 
ii. 237-8, V. 2 ; i. pp. xv.-xxvi. 

pedigree of. It ihould have been 

added that in one pafTage the poet 
alludes to " my louing boy, my little 
Robyn ;" no child of this name (if it 
was his real name) occurs in the pedi- 
grees. See vol. i. p. 44 ; i. p. xvL 

- account of his works, i. pp. v.-xv. 
xxvii.-xxx. 

portraits of, i. pp. vi. xxvi. ; ii. 

134, 172. 

facfimile of his autograph, i. p. vi. 

the old editions of his works, anec- 
dote of, i. p. xii. 

a namefake of the poet, i. p. xiv. 



and note. 
-— the poet's travels in France 



and 
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Gascoigne, Gborgb, his nickname of Long 
George, i. 376. 

a carious glimpfe of his drefs, i. 378. 

his tindlure of legal phrafeology, i. 

436. 

Ga/coigne, Sir William, i. xvi. 

Gate, way, water-track, i. 385. 

Chiwd, a paltry prize, ii. 287. 

GeafoHy fcarce, i. 206. 

Gilbert, Sir Humphrey. His Difcour/e 
of a Difcoverie of a Voyage to Cataia, 
furreptitiooily obtained in MS. by Gaf- 
coignc, and printed by him with a pre- 
face and fonnet, i. pp. xzv.-xxvi. ; ii. 

Give, mifgive, " my mynde giueth me, &c.'' 
ii. 72. 

Glas, The Steele, an Elegy. Now firft 
accurately reproduced. Mr. Arbcr's 
text is very incorredl, i. pp. v. vii. x. 
xiii. xxv-xxvi.; ii. 180-215. 

Glq/le of Govemement, The, a tragical co- 
medy, now firft reprintied. It is per- 
haps worth noting that in one of the 
copies ufed by me the original word 
wortbie, in the firft line of the Prologue, 
was pafted over with a fmall flip of paper, 
and the other (and evidently right) word 
merrye fubftituted. This prologue is 
one of the earlieft fpecimens of blank 
verie in our language, being one year 
anterior to the appearance of the Steele 
Glas. Though I am not at prefent 
able to fay from what model Gafcoigne 
worked in the compofition of this piece, 
it feems clear that the ftyle and conftruc- 
tion are both un-EngU/b, The tone is 

..L-* -.r u r^ u » j_- »-M- r 



Plot, firft printed in 1825, ii. 107. 

Gong, a toy, a trifle, ii. 282. 

Good wine needetb no ivy garland, Prov. 
See Vino, ii. 9. 

Gower, John, allufion to, i. 18, 26. 

Gowns. Thefe articles of apparel for 
clergymen are here faid to have been 
fluted (gathered in the backe with or- 
gane pipes), like thofe worn in Henry 
Vlllth'stime. 

Gramercy, the, falutation at meeting, i. 470. 

Gravefend, Gafcoigne ftarts hence in a 
boat, March 19, 1 572, to join at Queen- 
borough the fliip which took him to 
Holland, i. 385. 

Greafe. **To greafe a fheepe," i. e. in 
order to preferve it from iniedls in hot 
weather, i. 351. 

Greek, unintelligible language. This ufe 
of the word feems to fpeak for the limited 
knowledge of the Greek language in the 
author's time. See alfo a paflage in the 
Glajie of Govemement (ii. 14), i. 429. 

Grey of Wilton^ Arthur, Lord, the poet's 
patron, i. pp. xviii. xx. xxvi. 147-8, 

i93» >96» 377» 3841 507 ; ". i73» 219- 

Zouche, Lady, i. 54. 

Grief e of Joy e, Gafcoigne's fatirical poem, 
fo called. Now firft printed. It is in 
Royal MS. 18 A. Ixi., and is a 4to of 
38 leaves. Even to the fignature to the 
dedication is in the tranfcriber*s hand. 
The word Queen is filled in in gold, 
wherever it occurs, i. pp. i. ii. v. xv. 
xxvi.; ii. 253-302. 

Grief'fuU, full of grief, i. 335. 

Grutch, ill-will, grudge, i. 350. 
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Had-I-mJl, aftcr-regrct. A common 
phrafe, ii. 138, 325. 

Hague, the, i. 177. 

Haight, more ufually fpclt Hayt or Heyt. 
An exclamation ufed to horfes to make 
them mend their pace. It is in Chaucer. 
See Popular Antiquities ofGr. Britain, 
1870, ii. 250. 

Hflir, dyeing of ladies*, referred to, ii. 212. 

Halter-Jicky a term of reproach. HaJli- 
well cites Florio for balterfack, em- 
ployed in the fame fenfe. Gafcoigne 
ufes the form halter-Jick more than 
once, i. 223. 

Happy, cheerful, ii. 180. 

Harhord, harboured, driven to lair, ii. 
311-12. 

Harborough, harbour, i. 344. 

Harlotrie JhottereU, a difh fo called. I 
have failed to difcovcr the precifc figni- 
fication of the phrafe. Gafcoigne has 
not followed his original here, i. 219. 

Harty medicinal virtues of the parts of a. 
See Wyl Bucke his Teftament, ii. 313- 

influence on women in labour, ii. 

Hart of ten, a hart having ten croches on 

his horns, ii. 311. 
Harvey, Gabriel, quoted, fee H. (G.), i. 

p. XV. xxix. 

Sir Gerard, i. p. xvi. 

Hajilwood, a term of ridicule (apparently) 

for a frail perfbn ; but the (enfe is not 

free from doubt, ii. 23, 285. 
Hajle makes wajte, prov. ; i. 70. 
Hats, Copotain, worn in 1572, i. 375 ; 

ii. 21^. 



Heaven, z, a great pleafure, i. 421 . 

Hemetes the Eremite^ Tale of, prcfcnlcd 
at Woodftock in the autumn of 1575- 
From a paflage at p. 139 it might 
almoft be inferred that Gafcoigne did 
not write the Englifh verfion, but was 
only the tranflator of it into other lan- 
guages. The engravings on copper 
which accompany the prefent text of 
this pageant are placed in the order 
in which they occur in the MS. 
where they are drawing? in Indian ink. 
For an account of the circumftances 
attending Queen Elizabeth's vifit to 
Woodftock in the autumn of 1575, fee 
Nicholas Progrefies, 1828; i. pp. v. 
vii. XXV. ; ii. 135-70. 

Hempjtring, a term of reproach, i. 232. 

Herons at Kenil worth Caftle, ii. 157. 

Hierarchies. Read rather Hi-re-arcbies, 
in allufion to the mufical fcale, hi, re, 
mi, 8cc., i. 413. 

Hight, called. But bights is ufed by J. D. 
in fome prefatory verfes in the prefent 
tenfe and third perfon fingular, i. 26. 

Hire, reward, i. 6, 22. 

Hobler, query tell-tale or makebate, we 
ftill fay hobble for fufs or outcry, ii. 
22. 

Hold, wager. *' I hold a pennie,^ i. 242. 

Holland, Gafcoigne's voyage into, poetically 
defcribed, i. p. xii., 149-96, 384-94, 
507. 

Hollow Tree, the, a name given by the 
poet to the lady whom he elfewhere 
calls Ferenda, ii. 27 1, 273. 

Hooches, hutches, cupboards, i. 6j. 

Hop againji the bill, to. This phrafe. 
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thatGafcoigne and Hopton were related. 
The Britwell copy of Tht Glafie ofGo- 
vemement was bought at Caldecott's 
fale in 1833, ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^i** Miller's im- 
preflion that another copy (perhaps 
Herbert's^ was fubfequcntly obtained to 
complete it, ii. i . 

M. A lady mentioned in the Chief 

of Joye. Was probably the wife of 
Sir Owen Hopton, and if fo, would 
appear to have been related to Gaf- 
coigne, ii. 271. 

HorfecourferSy frauds of, ii. 21 1. 

Ho/e, bumbaft, wide troufers, as worn in 
the poet's day, ii. 191. 

Hofetiy plur. of hofe, i. 259. 

Howard family, members of the, men- 
tioned in the Grief of Joye, ii. 271. 

Hoy, a kind of failing-craft, i. 359, 390. 

Hull, to go to, to take down the fails, i. 
386. 

Hunnis, William, poet, ii. 92. 

Hunt, huntfman, ii. 313. 

Hunter, the Rev. Jofeph. His Chorus 
Vatum quoted, i. pp. xiii-xiv.» etfeqq. 

Hunters* luncheon, defcription of the, ii. 
308.9. 

/— /. " I know it, I," 8cc. This redupli- 
cation of the nominative perfonal pro- 
noun occurs frequently in Gafcoigne's 
writings, and feems to be a grammatical 
form imported from the French, in 
which language it dill furvives, as Je ne 
fais pas, moi; i, et alibi. 

I loth that I did loue. This poem, here 
attributed on Gafcoigne's re(pe6lable 
authority to Lord Vaux, is inferted in 
TotteWs Mifcettany, 1557 (repr. Col- 
lier, 228) among the Poems of Vncer- 

tain Au^ours, i. 9. 
T^L u^^ : o 



In pride of greafe, in fit ftate for hunting, 
fat. Spoken of deer, ii. 311. 

In trujt is treafon, prov. ; i. 436. 

Incertain^ uncertain, i. 227. 

Inexprimable, inexpreffible, i. 449. 

Iniquumpete, ut cequumferas, prov.i. 1 86. 

Inkbom, to fmell of the, to be too learned 
or pedantic. " Emong all other leflons 
this fhould firft be learned, that we 
neuer affcdl any Jlraunge ynkehome 
temus, but to fpeake as is comonly re- 
ceiued." — Wilfon's Art of Rhetorique, 
1553, edit. 1584, fign. u 2 verfo. 
Puttenham alfo employs this term {Art 
ofEngliJh Poejie, 1589, lib. 3, ch. 4); i. 
3, ^01, et alibi. 

Injinevate, infinuate. This is now a mere 
playful or vulgar colloquialifm, ii. 6^, 

Inftru6Hon, Certayne Notes of, concerning 
tbe making of verfe or ryme in 
Englijh. The earlieft traft which we 
have on this fubje6t It has been already 
reprinted in Ancient Critical EJlays, 
181 1, and with Mr. Arber's edition of 
the Steele Glas and Philomene, It has 
been (erroncoufly) obferved by fome one 
that Gafcoigne feems to adopt the two 
forms Philomela and Philomene inter- 
changeably, tofuit metrical requirements, 
i. pp. V. 500-8. 

Intervallum temporis, the time between 
the (hows in a pageant, formerly, as now, 
filled up by fome interlude or divertif 
fement, ii. 108. 

Is the wind in that door ? prov. It oc- 
curs in Hey wood's colleflion, 1562, but 
it is as old as Skelton, i. 223. 

It is mill to halte before a creple, prov. ; i. 
429. 

hop before them that runne for 

tbe Bellf prov. ; i. 429. 
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fet of notes on the hunting-hofn, by 
which (apparently) the " Hunt " gives 
notice to thofe in purfuit to rein in, 
and keep off the dogs, ii. 315. 

Jeronimi, Ferdinamioj Adventures of Maf- 
ter. See fome grounds dated elfewhere 
(under Bartello) for fufpefting this fo- 
called tranflation to be a figment as 
fuch, and to be in reality a perfonal and 
original narrative. It is to be remarked 
that, in the £r{l edition, there are fome 
pafTages which the author thought 
proper to fupprcfs in that of 1575% and 
which were not reftored in 1587. See 
alfo Cenfura Literaria, firft edit. v. 2 ; 
pp. i. vii. xxii. note,xL 5, 415-86. 

Jetted, (Irutted. But fee Halliwell in v., 
ii. 195. 

Jocafta, Under this title the Pbcenijlas of 
Euripides tranflated by Gafcoigne and 
Kinwelmerfli, and prefented at Graiy'$ 
Inn, 1566,1. 257-349. 

Joyfy, pretty, fmart, or fpruce. Fr. joU, 
i. 206. 

Judith and Holofemes, ftory of, quoted, i. 

97. 
Jyjle, Jefus, ii. 285. 

K,9 E. Gafcoigne's Ladie Paramount, ii. 
270. 

K., Sir. Da, da, Sir K. I do not un* 
deriland this allufion, unlefs there is 
fome once intelligible but now forgotten 
reference to Sir Kay, the boaftful, 
treacherous Knight in Morte Artbure, 
The prefent may turn out to be a very 
falfe explanation, but it is the beft I can 
at prefent fuggeft, i. 375. 



of Queen Elizabeth to Robert, Ear] of 
Leicefter, in the fumroer progrefi of 
1575. I fee no account in HoHnfhed 
or his followers, Stowe and Howes. 
Sufficiently ample defcri ptions of it, how- 
ever, occur in many works of eafy acccfs, 
fuch as Nichols's Progrejles, the Life 
of Robert, Earl ofLeiceJter, 1727, &c. 
Both here and in the Hermits Tale 
(pod) there is a manifeft under-current 
of more or Icfs allegorized perfonal 
hiftory. A paflage at p. 123 makes it 
feem queftionable whether the printed 
account was not edited by fomebody 
elfe. An account of this pageant was 
publilhed in 1576, 8vo., of which only 
one copy (ending imperfedly on D i.), 
is at prefent known. It was unfeen by 
Herbert, and it does not occur in Col- 
lier's ExtraSls from tbe Stationer^ 
Regijters, 1848-9. This little volume 
was bought at Dr. Farmer's fale in 1798 
by Mr. T. Park, who fold it to the 
proprietors of the Bibliotbeca AngUh- 
Poetica,'m which catalogue it was priced 
25Z. It palTed thence into the pofleffion 
of the Stauntons of Longbridge, near 
Leamington, where it is dill preferved, 
and where it dill enjoys (1870) its 
reputation for uniquenefs. A repre- 
fentation of the title-page is given elfe- 
where. But the text of the trad is uken 
from the colle£led edition of 1587. 

Kinwelmerjb, Anthony, apparently the 
brother of Francis, i. 64. 

Francis, poet, and part-author of 

the Englidi verfion of Jocajla, He 
was a contributor to the Paratfyce of 

r\ A.. T\ r.- : — :t: Z- 
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Pleafures at Kemlworihj 1576, a piece 
apparently well known to Sir Walter 
Scott, who has fhown evidence of 
his perufal of it in at leaft two of his 
novels, KenUwortb and Ivanboe (fee 
the name of Sir Brufe Sauns PiHe, 
at ii. 103), il. 94. 

Lamia, the courteian in the Glajle of 
Govemement. This lady, like the 
Widow Edyth (Old Engl. Jeft-Books, 
iii.) is pafTed off by her protedrefs as a 
lady who has been wrongfully deprived 
of large poileflions, ii. 40. 

Lajb, dirt, i. 446. 

Laud, praifeworthinefs, ii. 227. 

Laurel, metamorphofis of Daphne into 
the. But Daphne was changed rather 
into a bay-uec. This feems to be what 
Gafcoigne means when he fpeaks of the 
Jhe-hoUy, ii. 129. 

Lazar, beggar. Refpeding the cap and 
clap-difh, fee Popular Antiq, of Gr. 
Britain, 1870. ii. 331. 

Lead apes in heU, To, a phrafe, i. 463. 

LeafeSy curious allufion to abufes in old, 
ii. 320. 

Leefey lofe, i. 242, et alibi, 

Leicefier, Robert Dudley, Earl of (1563- 
88), i. 193. 

Lepanto, Battle of, 0&. 7, 1571, i. 83. 

Letter deuifed for a yong Louer, verfes 
by Gafcoigne fo entitled. It will be 
remembered that Gafcoigne was charged 
(i. xxi.) in 1 572 with being ** a common 
Rymer,'* and he himfelf admits (i. 15,) 
alfo that he compofed two poems for 
other men, who could not pen fuch 
matters themfelves, i. 496, 

Ley den, i. 185. 

Lip 'labour, perfunclory or infincere 



Lobcock, a lubber, i* 218. 

Lode's-mate, guide, ii. jj, 
' Lovelace, Sergeant. Ob. 1 576. Sec Love- 
lace's Poem^, ed. 1864, zii.-xiii.; i. 194. 

Lujllejly feeble, i. 338. 

Lute. " Giuc me my Lute," &c. Com- 
pare TotteWs Mifcellany, 1557, rcpr. 
Collier, 83, and fee Warton's Hijl, of 
Engl. Poetry, by Hazlitt, iii. 42 ; i. 362. 

M.y H., his verfes before the Pqfies, i. 28. 
Make, mate, i. 43 1 . 
Manlingy a mannikin, a dwarf, i. 424. 
Mavisy a variety of the throftle. Sec i. 

3 80. HazlitVs Popular Poetry^ ii. 25 ; 

ii. 221. 
Mavors, Mars, ii. 177. 
May-moon, zenith, i. 401 ; ii. 262. 
Mayor^s-mule, my lord. See Englijb 

Proverbs and Proverbial Pbrafes, 1 869, 

p. 75- 

Melt in tbeir owngreafe, a phrafe, fignify- 
ing to be tormented or inflamed by tbeir 
own paffions. But elicwhere the phrafe 
" to melt their owne greacc,*' occurs in 
the fenfe of an overfed horfe fwcating 
on a journey, i. 474; ii. 68. 

Memories, Gafcoigne's, a ferics of poems 
fo-called, i. 63-72. 

Middldmrgb,\n7j^\^ndi,u 172, 178. 

Midburft, co. SuiTex. Gafcoigne en- 
deavours without fuccefs to become a 
burgefs for it in 1572, i. pp. xx-xxi. 

Millers, ** When millers toll not with a 
golden thumbe."— See Old Englijh Jeft- 
Books, i. 23. The proverb is: "An 
honeft miller hath a golden thumb,'' the 
meaning of which feems to be that there 
is no fuch thing; but the paflage in 
Gafcoigne rather tends to a different ex- 
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Mo the merrier^ prov. ; i. 64. 

Montacuie or Montagu family, of Italian 
origin, i. 84-7. 

Montacuie or Montagu, Anthony Browne, 
Vifcount, a devife of a mafque at the 
double marriage of his Ton and heir 
Anthony with the daughter of Sir Wil- 
liam Dormer, and that of the fon of Sir 
W, Dormer, with Lord Montagu's 
daughter. This event muft have taken 
place after Auguft, Ij7i,a3 the fiege of 
Famagofta in that month is mentioned 
in the mafque itfelf. Vifcoont Mon- 
tagu, the firft peer, was the grandfon 
of Sir Anthony Browne, K.G., who 
died in 1548; he was created Vifcount 
Montagu in 15549 and died in 1592. 
The fon here mentioned died vitapatris. 
The peerage is at preient in abeyance. 
As to Sir Anthony Browne, fee Antiq. 
Repert. 1807, iii. 180-5, and Liter, 
Rem, of Edward VI,, edit. Nichols, 
pajftm, i. 77, 

Montfort, Simon de, alluded to, ii. 95. 

Moon/bine banquet, a phrafe. A Ban- 
necide feaft, i. 481. 

Morgan, Sir William, of Pen-y-Coed, i. 

376. 
Mortimer^ Roger, alluded to, ii. 94. 
Mother of the maids, the lady who had 

the fupervifion of the maids of honour. 

See Inediied Poetical MifcellanieSy 

iSyOyNotes; ii. 23. 
Mould, mole. See Popular Antiq, of Great 

Britain, 1870, iii. 223-6, 315 ; i. 250. 
Mouftachoes, Turkijh, in fafhion in 1572, 

J- 375- 
Mowldiwarpe, or moldwarp, the mole, i. 

370. 
Moyle, Mailer. A native of Kent, and an 

acquaintance of the author, i. 393. 
Muddes or muds, a term of contempt, ii. 

310. 
Mumpfimus, a blockhead. See Halliwell 

in V. See Scogin*^ Jejts (Old Englifh 

Jeft-Books, ii.) for the old tale founded 



on the mifufe of Cumpfimus for Sumpfi^ 
mus. No doubt the ftory was varied, 
and fometimes it was Cumpfimus, fome- 
times Mumpfimus, i. 210. 

Muncafier (properly Mulcajter), Richard, 
head-mafter of Merchant Taylors' 
School, ii. 96. 

Murre, a difeafe, a complaint, i. 221. 

Mufty, damp, i. 293. 

Nam, am not, i.e. ne am, i. 97, 293. 

Natura. One of the poet's miftrefTes is 
(hadowed under this name, i. p. xli. 93. 

Nay, never, i. 277. 

Never a barrel better herring, prov. ; i. 
238. 

NetnlCy Alexander, of Gray*s-Inn, a friend 
of Gafcoigne, i. zvii. 6j, 70. 

Nevynfon, Stephen, Gafcoigne's tutor at 
Cambridge, i. xvii. 193. 

Niepces, nieces, ii. 202. 

Nips, taunts, i. 428. 

Nocktbrowen, thrown out of the notch or 
nock. A term m fpinning, ii. 265. 

NM, ne would, or would not, i. 333. 

North, Roger, fecond Lord, of Kirtling, co. 
Cambridge, oh. 1600. The original 
pofTeiTor of the Guilford MS. of Gaf- 
coigne's Jocqfta which, after all, I in- 
cline to regard as a holograph. See 
Incited Poetical Mifcellames, 1870, 
Notes; i. p. vi. 

Northumberland, Henry Percy, Earl of, i. 
193. 

Not, know not, i. 9. 

adv. Placed before the verb inftead 

of after it, as •* not preuaile," for ** pre- 
uaile not." A common pradice. See 
Mr. Abbott's Sbakefpearian Grammar, 
1869, p. 79; i. 343. 

Not worth a leek, prov. ; i. 67, 

Oak, old, in the Park at Kenilworth. See 
the curious trad by O. B. entitled Quef- 
tions of Profitable and Pleqfant Con- 
cemings, 1594; ii. 127-8. 
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Oar in every boat, to ftir (or have) an, a 

phrafe or proverb, ii. 41. 
Occupy, V. tranf. *• What trade doc you 

occupic?" i, 237. 
Oiiphants, elephants, ii. 287. 
^ S^gy aftir. A'gog, in the fame fenfe, 

is hardly obfolete, ii. 288. 
Onejhrew is worth twojbeep, pro v.; ii. 42. 
One to [too"] many maketb fome to feke, 

prov. ; i. 64. 
Oraifons, prayers, orifons. But here the 

word rather ftands for a formula of 

words, 1. 423. 
Orange, William of. Prince of Naflau. 

Gafcoigne ferves under him in Holland 

in 1572, i. 171, 175, 179. 
Orthography, handwriting, ii. 73. 
Ought, owed, ii. 94. 
Ox, the black, ** vntill the blacke oze hath 

troden on their toes," i. c. till they have 

feen trouble. This is a common phrafe. 

See Englijh Proverbs and Proverbial 

Phra/es, 1 869, p. 359; ii. 80. 
Oxford, Edward de Vere, 14th Earl of 

(i 562-1604), i. 193. 

P., MiilrefsE., verfcs written on, i. 355, 

P:s, Three, of Italy, Poifon, Pride, Piles 
and Pox, For a curious variation here 
between the firft and following impref- 
fions, (ee Table of Collations, xzziv.; 
i. 376. 

Pagets, a pair of. Probably the daughters 
of Thomas, Lord Paget, ii. 283. 

Pant, Gulf of, i. e. Lepanto, i. 82. 

Paradyce of Daynty Devyfes, Gafcoigne's 
fuppoied contributions to it, i. pp. xxix. ; 

". 323-35- 
Parrot4ike, by rote, ii. 3. 
Parry, James A., a Wclfti acquaintance of 

the poet, L 376. 
Parfon, perfbn, i. p. xxxvii. 
Paten, Mafter, author of verfes in the 

Pleafures at Kenilworth, 1576, ii. 

96. 



Pavion, or pavin, a flow Italian dance, fo 
called. See Nares, edit. 1859, P* ^39* 
and Dyce^s Shakefp. edit. 1868, iii. 412. 

Peat, a term of endearment, darling, t. q, 
pet, i. 428. 

Pelting, paltry, ii. 66. 

Per company, a phrafe, i. 386. 

Per mifericordiam, a phrafe, Query, in 
deje^d fpirits, i. 437. 

Perkins, John. His Profitable Book 
treating of the Laws of England went 
through almoft numberlefs editions, i. 
378. 

Perugino, M.A., his profe commendation 
of Gafcoigne prefixed to the Pqfies, This 
is very incorre£lly printed in the edits, 
i. 27. 

Pemill, Petronel, ii. 275. 

PeJHi, a term of reproach. Jonfon (Works, 
1 8 16, iii. 403) has the participle pre- 
fcntpeflling, "a peflling device," Query, 
i. q. pizzle. The contemptuous fenfe 
was fecondary, and feems to have in 
view a fliort infignificant fellow, i. 240. 

Petronels and PetroneUiers, i. 408. 

Philip Sparrow, Gafcoigne's poem fo called. 
Philip is the common name for this bird. 
Gafcoigne feems to have been fufpe6led 
of fhadowing under a fort of allegory here 
the defcription of fome miflrefs, but this 
is furely queflionable, i. 488. 

Philogano, one of the charaders in the 
Suppofes, The name fhould be Philo- 
gamo, as in Gafcoigne's original, i. 199 
etfeqq, 

Pbilomene (or Philomela) Complaint of 
This is the earliefl production of Gaf- 
coigne, with the date afcertained. Gaf- 
coigne ufes the forms Philomela and 
Pbilomene indifferently ; the poem 
called The Fable of Philomela, in fhort 
ballad-metre, feems to have been the 
portion written in 1 562, the reft was 
added in 1575-6. The legend itfelf is 
z z 
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well-known, i. pp. v, x, xiii. xxv. 41 ; 
ii. 219-52. 

Pickling, mediocre, paltry, perhaps, alfo 
finicking. Levins (Manip, Vocab, 
1 570, edit. Wheailey, 3 20) has '* pickle, 
V. to eat nicely," i. 206. 

Pierce Plowmattj ufed merely in the fenfe 
of a hufbandman, ii. 210. 

Pight^ pitched, ii. 307. 

Pilles, piles, i. 69. 

Pillowbere, perfumed pillow-cafe, i. 4.59. 

Pimpernely a flower. There are feveral 
fpecies : faid to (launch bleeding, i. 24. 

Pink, a fmall failing veflel, i. 392. 

Pitiful, exciting, or provocative of, pity, ii. 
127. 

Plain-fong, melody without dcfcant or 
variations, fee Nares in v.. (edit. 1859). 
i. 468, 492. 

Platform, a hunting term, ii. 304. 

Pluck up, pull up, as with a fudden effort, 
i. 253, 342. 

Polling, cheating, ii. 193. 

Pomander, A curious account of the an- 
cient Englilh cuftom of carrying a po- 
mander may be feen in Mr. HailiwelPs 
illuftrated Catalogue of Shakefpeare 
Reliques, 1^52, pp. 103-5, ^"^ ^^^^ 
paffage feems to add an item to the in- 
formation contained in the work cited, 
ii. 313. 

Pop, put, point-blank, fuddenly. " Popt 
a queftion, &c." i, 484. 

Poper, papift, ii. 93. 

Porpenttne, porcupine, i. 456. 

Pofling, fleeting, ii. 255, 267. 

Potefiates, powers, authorities, i. 226. 

Poulter's or Poulterer's meafure, a phrafe, 
i. 507. 

Preafe, crowd, ii. 66, et alibi. 



Primero, a game, i. 225. 

Prink, beautify, embellifli, i. 491. 

Promife is debt, pro v. ; i. 500. 

Provender-proud, dainty, ii. 6j. 

Proyne, literally prune, but here ufed in a 

technical fenfc. Sec Halliwell v. Proigne, 

ii. 280. 

Queaving, trembling. In the Prompto-- 
rium Parvulorum, edit. Way, we have 
quave and quavin, ' the fame word 
feemingly, ii. 289. 

Queenborough, in Kent. Gafcoigne failed 
hence to Holland in March, 1572,1, 
385. 

Quell, kill. Marg. note by the author, i. 
297. 

Queft, jury. See Hazlitt's Pop. Poetry, ii. 
149; i. 37. 

Quejlions and commands, a f}x>rt. But 
perhaps the entertainment intended in 
the text was more that kind exhibited 
in Boccaccio's Pbilocopo, of which there 
was an £nglifh verfion in 1 567, i. 460. 

Quooke, quaked, ii. 240. 

Quot homines tot fententice, prov. ; i. 
500. 

/?., N., bis vcrfes before the Steele Glas, 
1576, ii. 177-8. 

Raleigh, Sir W. His vcrfes before the 
Steele Glas. There was an earlier W. 
R. who has lines in Englifh and Latin 
before Studlcy's tranflation of Seneca's 
Agamemnon, 1566, 8vo. Mr, Hannah 
{Courtly Poets from Raleigh to Mon- 
trofe, iSjo) does not, I think, notice 
this circumflance, ii. 1 78. 

Ramykins, in Zeeland, i. 171. 

Randall, Captain. In Churchyard's 
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Randon, a very common form of random. 
So Watfon : 

** Blame me not, deere loue, though I tallce at 

randon." 
Tears of Fancie^ *593» fonnet 54 
{Poems, 1870, p. 205). 

Rafcal, a term of difparagement applied to 
a deer. See my note in Lovelace's 
Poems, 1864, pp. 134-5. -A rafcal 
deer was in fa6l the eza6l oppofite of a 
deer or hart " in pride of grcace.*' 

RaftelU W., printer, controverfialift, and 
editor of law books, i. 378. 

Rathe, early, but fometimes it occurs in 
the fenfe of quick or Jbarp, In the 
firft fenfe it is ufed in MiIton*s Ly- 
cidas : 
" Bring the rathe primrofc that forfaken dies." 

Read, counfcl, ii. 266. 

Recbate or recbeat, a hunting term. See 
Nares, edit. 1859, in v., where it is 
explained to mean "to call the dogs 
off.*' See, however, the whole nole, ii. 

315- 

Red lattice, houfe with a. This feems to 
allude to the pradice of diftinguifhing 
ale-houfes (which were probably very 
often not of the bell repute) by lattices 
of red or other colours. Gafcoigne in- 
deed fpcaks elfewhcre (ii. 74), of **Bor' 
delles or Tauems.** Sec a note in 
Jonfon's Works, 1 81 6, i. 96-7; and 
Popular Antiq, of Great Britain, 1 870, 
ii. 277-8 ; ii. 6y. 

Reeke, rick or rack, a place for the ftow- 
age of fagots, ii. 292. 

Remembered, commemorated, i. 450. 

Reporter, the, a piece of machinery, like 
the Chorus in the old Greek plays, to 
afliil the author in conducing thofe 
portions of a perfonal narrative which 
cannot fo well be explained or detailed 
by the fuppofed fpeaker. See alfo Hand- 
book ofE, E. Lit. 1867, art. B. (O.); 
i. 99, 108, 131. 



Repraye. Probably a mifprint in all the 
edits, for repayre, i. 462. 

Rejiance, dwelling, refidcnce. See Parry's 
Parliaments and Councils of England, 
1839,271; i. 455. 

Rhyme without reafon, Donati cautioned 
againfly i. 504. 

Rhythm (or ballad)-roya], i. 506, 508. 

Roajied horfe, tale of a, a certain fort of 
verfe likened to, i. 505. 

Robin Hood! ufed as an ejaculation or 
interjedlion, i. 183. 

Rochfort, George fioleyn, Vifcount, bro- 
ther of Queen Anne Bolcyn, referred 
to, i. 27. 

Round, whifper. More ufually fpelt 
rowne, i. 422. 

Ruff, violence, outrage, ii. 94. 

an article of coftume of confiderable 

prominence and cofllinefs in the reign 
of Elizabeth. See Fairholt's Cojlume 
in England, i860, GlofT. in v. and 
Hazlicc's Popular Poetry, iv. 252-3, 
ii. 191, 215. 

Rule, behaviour, and (fccondarily) riotous 
bchaviojr,i. 223. 

S., /?., his verfes before the Pojies, Pof- 
fibly, Richard Stapylton, the reputed 
editor of the Phomix Nejt, 1593, ii. 
94. 

Saintloes, Lord, owner of Kenil worth 
Caftle, i. 18. 

Salijbury, Thomas de Montacute, Earl 
of, ob. 1428, noticed, i. 160. 

Sandes or Sandys, Brydges, Lady. This 
lady was prefumably the wife of Wm. 
Sandys, third Baron of that name, fum- 
moned to Parliament in 1572. See 
Courthope's Hifioric Peerage, 1857, p. 
420; i. 53; ii. 271. 

Sanguine, ufually of the colour of blood ; 
but the writer here fays, bloudie f an- 
guine, i. 305. 

Sat citojifat bene, prov. ; i. 67. 
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ScamUe, appears to be coniidered iden- 
tical with fcrarMe, Ac all events, it 
occurs in the prefent pafTage in an equi- 
valent fenfe, i. loo. 

Scar gelt family, notice of the, i. xvi. 

Scotijb dame, verfes written to a, i. 355. 

Scrat, fcratch, ii. 238. 

Seeke, the firft notes of the hunter on his 
horn, when he has difcovered the lair 
of the deer, ii. 314. 

Seeld, feldom, ii. 58. 

Servant, *' gentleman in waiting,'* " cava- 
lierefervente'* i. 443. 

Several, fcparate, diftind. This fenfe is 
now only prelerved in legal documents, 
i. 436. 

Sbakefpeare, W., fuppofed obligations to 
Gafcoigne, i. pp. xvii.-xviii. 

Shard, cow -dung, ii. 58. 

Shoes, Spaniih leather, in 1576. Sec Fair- 
holt, edit, i860, p. 38 J. 

Shrichp (hriek, i. 493. 

Simple, unikilful, inexperienced, i. 345. 

Sithens, (ince, i. 283, et alibi. 

Skink, to pour out liquor. But perhaps 
the fame asjkinch, to deal fcant roeafure, 
and hence Jkinker may have been a by- 
word for a tapder, ii. 61. 

Slipjlring, f. a knave, i. 223. 

Slot, the print of a deer's foot. In Wyl 
Buck his Tejiament, it is called pawme, 
ii. 306. 

Smith, Richard, printer, his verfes before 
the Pqfies, i. 26. 

Smoke. Thisalluflon to the good luck 
portended by the fmoke of chimneys, is 
illuftrated by the proverb. Smoke doth 
follow the fairejl ; but we have yet to 
learn, I think, the precife origin of the 
idea and belief, ii. 66. 

Smug-fldnnedy fleek, i. 393. 

Snath, fnatch, ii. 128. 

Snuff f chafe, ii. 69. 

Soap, Spanifh, flridly fpeaking what is 
now known as Caflile foap ; but un- 



doubtedly the fubflance intended in the 
text was fpecially prepared for the par- 
pofe of deilroying life, and had addi- 
tional ingredients of a very potent 
charaAcr, i. 374. 

Soken, foaked, faturated, i. 35. 

So many men, fo many minds, pro v. ; i. 
436 ; ii. 32. 

Soldiers, Englilh, abroad. Their power- 
ful appetites, i. i8z. 

Sonnets, remarks on, i. 506. 

Sooreyn, furrein. Shakefpeare ufes the 
adjcdive/Kireined See Dyce's Glof- 
fary, in v., ii. 286. 

Spanijb devices for fecret aflaffination, 

>• 374-S- 

fpangs, fpangles, ii. 215. 

Spaw, the, query Scarborough, i. 376. 

Spend, and God will fend, prov. ; i. 66. 

Sport, lack. Marginal glofs by the author, 
i. 102, 

Spurling, a fmelt, i. 219. 

Statute-^aple, not the fame as Jlatute- 
merchant, as in many of our early wri- 
ters, but, jocofely, the law of the ftaplc 
to which a prifoner was attached, ii. 203. 

Staunce or Jlance, diftance, eftrangement, 
i. 219. 

Staunch, Jteynch, fteincb, forms of the 
word indiferently ufcd. The radix of 
the word is certainly the Latin par- 
ticiple prefent Jlans from Jlare, rather 
than (as Richardfon has n)Jlagno, So, 
the SLd'}c&\yc Jlaunch, and the noun fub- 
i^^nt.Jlancbion, i. 423. 

Stert, darted, i, 439. 

Stertling orjlartling, darting, ii. 233. 

StiU^pipes, wind-inftruments for playing 
Jlill mufic, as contradiftinguilhed from 
loud mufic, i. 329. 

Stinted, dopped, ceafed, ii. 222. 

Store makes no fore, prov. The more 
ufual form is : Store is no fore. See 
Englifh Prov. and Prov. Phrafes, 1869, 
in v., i. 64. 



Digitized by 



Google 



Index and Notes. 



357 



Suddes, fuds, literally drift after a heavy 

rain, fcum» ii. 310. 
Sundry lots of hue, A work fo-called b 

referred to in G. T.'s letter to H. W. 

The remark made as to the Clyming of 

an Eagles neaji is equally applicable 

in the prefent cafe, i. p. xl. 
Superfinejle, excefs of refinement, ii. 21. 
Suppofes, a Comedy by Ariofto, tranflated 

by Gafcoigne, i. pp. vii. 198-256. 
performed at Gray*s Inn, in 1566, 

L p. vii. et alibi, 
revived at Trinity College, Oxford, 

in 1582, i. p. xxix. 
Suppqfitory, a peculiar kind of medicine 

ufed in certain diieafes, i. 256. 
Surcuydry, pride, or, as the writer him- 

felf explains it perhaps more accurately, 

over-weening. See Di6iionnaire Na- 

tionale, 1846, in v. Surcuidance,8cc,, i. 

Surrey, H. Howard, Earl of, allufions to, 

i. pp. vii. xiii. xxvii. xxix. 9, 26. 
Suflex, Thomas Radcliffe, Earl of (1556- 

81), \ 193- 
Swajh, Sim, a cant or colloquial term, i. 

72. 
Swelt, faint, but here to part in two from 

faintnefs, i. 400. 
Sydney f Lady Mary, afterwards Countefs 

of Pembroke, ii. 271. 

Tables, pocket, i. 204. 

TainU See Hall i well in v. This feems 
to be a technical word ufed in tourna- 
ments, i. 333. 

Tarn Marti quam Mercurio. Gafcoigne's 
motto throughout his works. Another, 



his detra6iors, '' hee (hall finde that I 
am Tarn Mercurio qu^m Marti, a 
fchollerin fomething els but contention." 
See alfo Nafh's Pierce Penilefie^ *592> 
(rcpr. Collier, pp. 19, 22) where he 
appears to allude to Gafcoignc's thefis 
Dulce helium inexpertis: i. 32, c< alibi. 

Tattling, loquacious, ii. 121. 

Tant tra tant, the roll of the drum, a 
word formed from the founds i. 351. 

Tear, waftc, fritter away. Lat. tero, i. 397. 

Terence, His Comedies conftantly quoted 
by Gafcoigne, who mud have read them 
in the original Latin or in French, there 
being no complete tranilation into 
Englifh in his time, ii. 32, et alibi, 

Tbamesy the river. Gafcoigne dcfcribes 
an adventure, while he rowed upon it, 

>• 357- 

Ththes, pronounced as a diffyllable, quafi 
Thebai, In fome places, in fa£l, it is 
fpelt Thehe. But elfewhere where the 
exigencies of the metre demand a mono- 
fyllable, the word mull be underflood 
as fo pronounced, i. 306, et alibi. 

ThewSy good qualities. This explanation 
is the author's own. See marginal note 
loco cit. The word is ufed in the fame 
fcnfe elfewhere (ii. 58), i. 89. 

Thunder, old notion about, ii. 137. 

Till Dauie Debet in thy parlor Jlande, 
prov. ; i. 66. 

Tintemall, Halliwell, who is followed 
by Worccftcr, fays, **an old dance.'* 
It may be fo, but the original fenfe, 
judging from the prefent context, and 
from its apparent approach to the Italian 
tintinno, tintinnere, is a tune of a 
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ToforCf before, i. 225. 

To have his hand on his halfpenny, prov. ; 
i. 425, 464. 

To take chalk for cheefe, a phrafe, i. 8, 9. 

To think one^s halfpenny good Jilver, a 
phrafe, ii. 22, 47. 

To fee far into a mill/tone, a phrafe, i. 5. 

To feek a knot in the rujh, a phrafe. 
Lat. nodumfirpo queerer e^ i. 9. 

Toajt, burn, i, 430. 

Tom titmoufe, ii. 221. 

Too, to. This form is common in Gaf- 
coigne, but appears to have become 
almoft obfolcte in his time, i. 205. 

Too too, a common reduplication in writers 
of the 1 6th and 17th centuries, for the 
purpofe of emphafizing or intenfifying, 
i. 270. 

Tooth and nail, a phrafe, i. 221. 

Topfy-turvy, i. 288. 

Tottelts MifceUany. Its fuppofed influ- 
ence on Gafcoigne's Jiterary taftes, i. 
p. xix. 

Toy, a pet, a miflrefs, i. 374. 

Trades, curious pidlure of the deceptions 
pradifed by the various, in Gafcoigne's 
time, ii. 211-12. 

Trifly, trivial, frivolous, ii. 324. 

Trip, in, tripping, making a fal(e ftep in 
converfation, i. 443. 

Trode, track, ii. 325. 

Troilus and Creflida. Two poems on 
this fubje^b in the Paradyce of daynty 
devyfes, 1578, conjedurally given to 
Gafcoigne. It may be remarked that in 
TottelVs MifceUany, 1557 (repr. Col- 
Her, 253) occurs an anonymous piece 
entitled A comparifon of his loue wyth 
the faithftUl and painfull loue of Troy- 
lus to Crejide ; but 1 do not trace Gaf- 
coigne's hand here. Sec NouveUes 
Franfoifes du xiv^* Siecle, 1858, p. 
117; i. pp. xxix. 190, 2, 8, loi, 
los, &c.;-ii. 331-3. 

Turbervile, George, the poet, his fuppofed 



Jiterary aflbciation with Gafcoigne, 
xxi.-xxiv. 

his letter to Wotton concerning 

Gafcoigne's poems, i. xxxix.-xlL 

his Art of Faulconrie, 1 575, a com- 
panion treatife to Gafcoigne's Art of 
Venerie, 1 575; L p. xxxvii. note; ii. 
302, note, 

Turquened, query (hifted about, much 
altered, i. 5. 

Tybum~crofl, to preach at, to be hanged, 
ii. 186. 

Tyrdefe Jharp-Jhooters, apparently re- 
ferred to, i. 407. 

Undertwigs, underwoods, but figuratively 

an undercurrent, ii. 267. 
Unkouih, unknown, i. 387. 
Unyolden, unconquered, unbroken, i. 398, 

403. 

Valentine^s Day, St. i. 462. 

Valkenburgh, a fort in Zeeland, i. 181. 

Vaughan, joixTi, of Gray's-Inn, i. 66. 

Vaux, Lord. An anecdote refpefting one 
of his poems, i. 9. 

Venerie, Noble Art of. The poems in- 
cluded in this rare volume reprinted for 
the firft time on account of the fuppofed - 
authorfhip of Gafcoigne, i. p. vi. ; ii. 
303-22. 

Vengeable, for vengeaUy, " Vcngeablc 
bitter," i. e, very bitter, ii. 71. 

Vere, Lady Mary. The allufion to Mari^ 
goldes reminds us of Forrefl's laudatory 
ballad on Queen Mary, which he called 
A New Ballad of the Marigolde, ii. 271. 

Verlays or (properly) virelays, French 
verfesofa peculiar flruftu re. SeeNarcs, 
edit. 1859, in v, Gafcoigne's etymology 
is, of courfe, erroneous, i. p. xl. 507. 

Via Appia, quoted, i. 455. 

Flaminia, quoted, ibid. 

Viceroy. This word is italicized as of 
uncommon ufe and occurrence, ii. 56. 
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Vino, A ^l buon vino non ci hifogna la 
ghirlanda, i. e. good wine needs no gar- 
landy or, as we fay, bt^Jh, This is a 
proverb in many languages. See my 
Englijh Proverbs, 1869, p. 147. i. 27 ; 
ii.9. 

Violands, violins, i. 428. 

Vitayled or vi6iuaUed, fed. ** Vytayled 
hir," i. e, fed herfelf, i. 472. ' 

Vox popullf vox Dei, prov. ; i. 151. 

W,t A,, his verfes before the Pofies, i. 

22-3. 
Walcheren, Zeeland, i. 178, 180 
Wallop, Sir John, i. 196. 
Walthamftow, co. Eflcx, Gafcoigne's eftate 

and reHdence at, i. p. xix, 6, 1 2. 
Warrantife, warranty, i. 38. 
Warwick, Ambrofe Dudley, Earl of 

(1561-89).!. 192, 195. 
Waymenting, lamenting. See Nares, ed. 

1859, and Worcefter in v., i. 278, 

343 ; ii. 220. 
Wejl, A., a lady mentioned in the Grief 

of Joye, ii. 270. 
Weflmoreland, The poet poflibly born 

in that county, i. p. xvii; ii. 139. 
H'hen foxes preach, beware your geefe, 

prov.; i. 414; ii. 318. 
Where, equal to whereas, i. 256. 
Where hedge is low, there every man 

treads down, prov. But fee Englijh 

Prov, and Prov, Phrafes, 1869, p. 467; 

i. 409. 
H'ibc{/fonc,George,the friend of Gafcoigne, 

i. p. XV. 
his Remembrance of the poet, i. pp. 

XV. xix. xxvi. 
fuppofed interment of Gafcoigne in 

the family vault of Whetftone, i, p. 

xxvii. 
verfes contributed by Whetftone to 

the Pofies, 1575, i. 2 1 -2. 
Whip^ to drink upon the, ii. 200. 
Whitled, intoxicated, i. 498. 



Whot, hot. It feems to be by no means 
clear that the word which we now 
pronounce hot was not pronounced by 
our anceftors wot, as it is ftill not unu- 
fual to find people of education in the 
provinces pronouncing who as if it were 
fpelled wo. A well-known ex-Cban- 
cellor now living generally pronounces 
the word fo, elpecially if it is defircd to 
impart emphalis by dwelling on the 
initial monofyllable, i. 450. 

Wight, perfon, either a man^ or woman. 
In this fenfe the word is common in 
the writings of Gafcoigne, Turbervile, 
Googe, &c., ii. iii, et alibi. 

Willow garland, the fignificancc of the, i. 

453- 

Withipol, Barth. Perhaps this may be 
the fame " Mr. Wy thipol of Ipfwichc " 
whofe name occurs in the Three Proper 
and Wittie Familiar Letters, 1580. 
He is there dcfcribed as " Olde Mr. 
Wythipol." It appears that he had a 
talent for verfifying, and a fon Peter. 
See alfo Ritfon*s Bibl, Poet, 399-400 ; 
i. 372. 

Without book, a phrafe, i. 9 ; ii. 3. 

Won with an egg, and loft with the Jhell, 
prov.; i. 483. 

Woodjlock, Oxfordlhire. The Hermit's 
Tale prefented there, 1575, ii. 135- 
70. 

Worcejler, William Somerfet, Earl of 
(1549-89), i. 193. 

World, a, an unufually powerful charm or 
attradion, i. 421. 

Worm, apparently ufed as a term of afiec- 
tion. Does not this illuftrate the paf- 
fage in Antony and Cleopatra, " the 
pretty worm of Nilus ? " See Dyce's 
Shakefpeare, fecond edit. vol. vii., p. 
594. Mr. Dyce does not feem to have 
met with the pafTage in Gafcoigne. In 
Germany, as a friend informs me, the 
word is commonly ufed in the fame 
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way ; a mother calls her child a little 

worttit i. 20. 
Wotton, Henry. Hb fuppofed literary 

connexion with Gafcoigne> i. pp. viil 

xxi.-zxiv. 
his letter to the Reader refpe£liDg 

Gafcoigne's Poems, i. pp. zxxvii.-xxzviii. 
Wyatt, Sir T. (the Elder), allofions to» i. 

pp. xxvii. 26. 

Yelvertofiy Chriilopher^ of GrayVInn, i. 
194, 348-9. 

Yoke-fellow, intimate acquaintance, col- 
league, ii. 78. 



Yorke, young Rowland. Perhaps a 
member of the Denbighlhirc family of 
that name, ftill feated at £rdig, near 
Wrexham, i. 393. 

You would ft^ne leape ouer tbeJHle, be- 
fore you come at the hedge, prov. ; i. 
2IJ. 

Zecbinesy (equins, i. 79. 
Zoroajter the magician, i. 458. 
Zoucbe^ or Zucbe, John, L 393. 
Zuccada dez labros, a kifs on the lips, i. 
420. 



THE END. 
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